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THE 


PREFACE 


HE World is ſo taken up of late with 
> Novels and Romances, that it will be 
hard for a private Hiſtory to be taken 
5 for Genuine, where the Names and 
| other Circumſtances of the Perſon are 
mar me? on this Account we muſt be content to 
leave the Reader to paſs his own Opinion upon the 
enſuing Sheets, and /ake it jaſt as he pleaſe s, 


The Author is here ſuppoſed to be mriting her own 


Hiſtory, and in the very beginning of her Account, 
ſhe gives the Reaſons why ſhe thinks fit to conceal her 
true Name, after which there is no Occaſion to ſay 
any more 3 that, 

It is true, that the original of this Story it put in- 
to nem Words, aud the S; tle of the famous Lady we 
hereſpeak of, is alittle alter d Particular. (he is made 
to tell her oms Tate in modeſter Words than (he told 


it at firſt : the Copy which came firſt to Hand, having 


been written in Langaage more like one ſtill in New- 


gate than one grown Peniteat and Humble, as [be 
afterward pretends to be. 


The Pen employ'd in fi nijoing her Story, and ma- 
king it what you fee it to be \ has Had no little Diſfi. 
gulty 10 PI. it into à Dreſs, fit to bo ſeen, ann to 


A make 
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make it ſpeak Language fit to be read: When 4 
Moman debauch'd from her Touth, nay, evea being 
the Offering of Debauchery and Vice, comes to 
give an Account of all her vicious Praftijes, and 
even to deſcend to the particular Occaſions and Cir 
cumſtances, by which ſhe firſt becante wicked, and of 


all the progreſſions of Crime, whic“ ſbe ran through 


inThreeſcore Tears,an Author muſt be hard put to it 
to wrap it up ſo clean, as not to give room, eſpecialh 
for vicious Readers, to turn it to his Diſad vantage. 

All paſſible Care however has been taken to give 
no lem d Ideas, no immodeft Turns in the nem dreſſing 
ap this Story, No, not to the worſt part of her H- 
preſſions; to this Purpoſe ſome of the vicious part 
of her Life, which could not be modeſtly told, is quite 

left out, and ſeveral other Parts are very much 
orten d; what is left tis hop d will not offend the 
chaſteſt Reader, or the modeſteſt Hearer ; and as the 
beſt aſe is to be made even of the worſt Story, the Moral 
1 hop'd will keep the Reader ſerious, even where 
the Story might incline him to be otherwiſe : Io give 
the Hiwory of a wicked Life repented of, neceſſarily 
requires that the wicked part ſhould be made as 
wicked as the rea! Hiſtory of it will bear; to illuſtrate 
and give a Beauty to the Penitent part, which is 
certainly the beſt and brighteſt if related with equal 
Spirit and Life. =] 

Tt is ſuggeſted there cannot be the ſame Life, the 
ame Brightneſs and Beauty iu relating the penitent 
Part, as is in the criminal Part : If there is any 
Truth in that Surgeſtion, I muſt be allow'd to ſay, 
is becanſe there is not the ſame taſle and reliſb in the 
Reading and indeed it is to true that the difference 
lies not in the real werih ©; ih Subject ſo much as 


in the Guſt and Palate of the Reader, But 


- 
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Bat as this Work is chiefly recommended to theſe 
who know how to read it, and how to make the good 
Dies of it, which the Story all along recommends to 
them; jout is to be hop'd that ſuch Readers will be 
mach more ple asd with the Moral, than the Fable, 
with % Application than with the Relation, and 
with the end of the Writer than with ihe ite of 
the Perſon written cf. 
There is in this Story abundince of aeliohtful 
Incidents, and all of them uſetully apply a. Ther- is 
an agreeable turn Artfully given them in ie relating, 
that naturally Inſtructs the Reader, either one way 
or another, The firſt part of her lew'd Life with the 
young Gentleman at Colcheſter, has ſo many happy 
Turns given it to expoſe the Crime, and warn all 
whoſe Circamſtances are adapted to it, of the rui- 
nous End of ſuch things, and the fooliſh I houghtlefs 
and abhor d Conduit of both the Parties, that it 
abanaantly attones for all the lively Deſcription ſhe 
gives of her Folly and Wickedneſs. 
The Repentance of her Lover at the Bath, and 
v brought by the juſt alarm of his Fit of Sickneſs 
to abandon her; the juſt Caution given there 4- 
gatuſd even the lawful Intimacies of the deareſt 
Friends, and hom unable they are to preſerve the moſt 
ſolemn Reſolutions of Firtue without divine Aſſiſt 
ance ;, theſe are Parts, which to a juſt Diſcerument 
will appear to have more real Beauty in them, than 
! the amorons Chain of Story, which introduces it. 
In 4 Mord, as the whole Relation is carefully gar- 
bled of all the Levity and Looſeneſs that was in it: 
99 it is applied, and with the utmoſt care to vertuous 
and religions Uſes, None can without being guilty 
of manifeſt Injuſtice, caſt any Reproath upon it, or 
1 pon our Deſien in publiſhing it. LE 
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The Advocates for the Stage, have in all Ages 
made this the great Argument to perſwade People that 
their Plays are uſeful, and that they ought to be 
allow'd in the moſt civiliz/d, and in the moſt religious 
Government ; namely, thar they are apply a to ver- 
tuous Purpoſes, and that by the moſt lively Repre- 


ſentations, they fail not to recommend Virtue, and 


generous Principles, and to diſcourage aud expoſe all 


ſorts of Vice and Corrubtion of Manners ; and were 


it true that they did jo, and that they conſtantly ad- 
hered to that Rule, as the Teſt of their acting on 
the Theatre, much might be ſaid in their Favour, 
Throughout the infinite variety of this Book, this 
Fundamental is moſt ſtrictly adhered to; there is 
not 4 wicked Action in any Part of it, but it firſt 
or laſt reudened Vnhbappy aud Unfortunate : There is 
not 4 ſuperlative Villian brought upon the Stage, 
but either he is brought to an unhappy End, or broug ht 
tobe a Penttent : There is not an ill thing mention'd, 
but it is condemn d, even in the Relation, nor 
vrtubus juſt thing, but it carries its Praiſe along 
with it: What can more exadtly anſwer the Rule 
laid down, to recommend, even thoſe Repreſentations 
of things which have ſo many other juſt Object ions 
Hing againſt them ? Namely, of Example, of bad 
Company, obſcene 1 anugnaoe, and the like, 
pon tis Foundation this Book is recommended to 
the Reader, as a Work from every part of which ſome- 
thing may be learaed, and ſome juſt and religious In- 
erence is arawn, by which the Reader will have ſomes 
thing of Inſtruition, if he pleaſes to make uſe of it. 
All the Explois of this Lady of Fame, in ber De- 
preaations upon Mankind ſland as ſo many warnings 
to honeſt People to beware of em, intimating to em 
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by what Methods innocent People are drawn in, plun- 
der'd and robd, and byConſequence how to avoid them. 
Her robing a little Child, dreſs'd fine by the Vanity 
of the Mother, to go to the Dancing School, is a good 
Memento to ſuch People hereafter , as ts likewiſe 
her picking the Gold-Watch from the young Laates 
fide in the Park. | | 

Her getting a parcel from-a hair. braiu'd Wench 
at the Coaches in St. John's- ſtreet; her Booty at the 
Fire, and alſo at Harwich ; all give us excellent 
Warning in ſuch. Caſes to be more preſent to our— 
ſelves in ſudden Surprizes of every Sort, 


Her application to a ſober Life, and induſtrious 


Management at laſt in Virginia, with her Trauſported 

root is a Story fruitful of Inſtruction, to all the 
anfortunate Creatures who are oblig'd to ſeek their 
Re-eſtabliſhment abroad; whether by the Miſery of 
Tranſportation, or other Diſaſter 5 letting them know 
that Diligence and Application have their due En- 
couragement, even in the remoteſt part of the World, 
and that no Caſe can be ſo low, ſo deſpicavie, or fo 
empty of Proſpect, but that an unwearied Induſtry 
will go a great way to deliver us from it, will in time 
raiſe the meanejt Creature to appear again in the 
World, and give him a nem Caſt for his Life. 

Theſe are a few of the ſerious Iaferences which we 
are led by the Hand to in this Book, and' theſe are 
fully ſufficient to Juſtify any Man in recommending 
zt to theWorld, and much more to Juſtify the Pubs 
lication of it, 

There are two of the moſt beautiful Parts ſtill be- 
hind, which this Story gives ſome Idea of, aud lets 
us into the Parts of them, but they are either of 
them too long to be brought into the ſame Volume ; 
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aud indeed are, as I may call them, he Pylume t 

| of themſelves, viz. 1. The Life of her Governels, as 

ſhe calls her, who had run thro', it ſeems in a few 

| Tears all the eminent degrees of A Gentlewoman, a 

Whore, and 4 Baud; 4 Midwife, and a Midwife | 

keeper, as they are call d, a Pawn-broker, a Childs | 

| taker, a Receiver of Thieves, and of ſtolen (os; 

| aud in a Word, herſelf a Thief, a Breeder ap of | 

Thieves, and the like, and yet at laſk a Penttemt, | 

The ſecond is the Life of her Tranſported Husband, | 

4 Higbwar man; who it ſeems lid d a twelve Tears | 
Life of ſucceſsful Villany upon the Road, and even 

at laſt came off ſo well, as to be a Voluntier Tranſ- 

rf port, 20 4 Con vidi 3 aud in whoſe Lif e there is an 

incredible Variety, 

But as I ſaid; theſeare things too long to bring in 

here ſo neither can I make a Promiſe of their coming 

| out by themſelves. 

| Mie cannot ſay indeed, that his Hiſtory is carried 

on quite to th. End of the Life of this famous Moll 

Flanders, for no Bod) can write their own. Life to 

the full End of it, anleſs they can write it after they 

are dead; but her Husband's Life being written by fl) 2 

4 third Hand, gives a full Account of them both, how 

long they liv'd together in that Country, ana how 


td. oa, ad 
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| they came both to England az in, after about eight |. G& 
F Tears, in which time they were grown wry Rich, and * 
q where (50 lic i, ſeents, t9 be very cid; but mas not 1 
y Jo extraordinary a Peniteri, as ſhe mas at firſt , it ro 
9 ſeems only that indeed ſhe always ſpoke.with abbborence of 
ö F her former Life, and of every Part of it De 
1 In er laſt Scene at Maryland, and Virginia, 405 
| many pleaſant things happen d, which makes that part = 


ef ber Lite n;2ry aprecable, but they are not told with 
-. the [ame E. uc as thoſe acconnted for by herſelj 57 Wo 
it is till iy ige more Advantage that we break off here. 
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FORTUNES 


AND 


MISFOR TUNES. 


Of the FAMOUS 


Moll Flanders, &c. 


SY Y True Name is fo well known in the 


(SM | > Records, or Regiſters at Newoate, and in 
EH * the Old-Bailey, and there are ſome things 


of ſuch Conſequence ſtill depending there, 


relating to my particular Conduct, that it is not 


to expected I ſhould ſet my Name, or the Account 


of my Family to this Work; perhaps, after my 


Death it may be better known, at preſent it 


would not be proper, no, not tho” a general Pan- 


don ſhould be iſſued, even without Exceptions 
of Perſons or Crimes. N 


IT is enough to tell you, that as ſome of my 
worſt Comrades, who are out of the Way of doing 
a B i 
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me Harm, having gone ont of the World by the 
Steps, and the String; as I often expetied to go, 
knew me by the Name of Moll Flanders; ſo you may 
give me lcave to go under that Name til] dare 
own who I have been, as well as who Jam. 

have been told, that in one of our Ncighbour 
Nations, whether it be in France, or where elſe, I 
know not, they have an Order from the King, that 
when any Criminal is condemn'd, either to 
Dye, or to the Gallies, or to be Tranſported, if 
they leave any Children, as ſuch are generally un- 
provided for, by the Forteiture of their Parents . 
ſo they are immediately taken into the Care of the 
Government, and put into an Hoſpital calPd the 
Houſe of Orphans, where they are Bred up, Cloath'd, 
Fed, Taught, and when fit to go out, are placed 
to Trades, or to Services, ſo as to he well able 
to provide for themſelves by an honeſt induſtrious 


Behaviour. 


Hp this been the Cuſtom in our Country, I had 
not been left a poor deſolate Girl without Friends, 
without Cloaths, without Help cr Helper, as was 
my Fate; and by which, I was not only expos'd to 
very great Diſtreſs, even before I was capable, ei- 
ther of underſtanding my Caſe, or how to amend 
it, but brought into a Conrſe of Lite, ſcandalous 
in itſelf, and which in its ordivary Courſe, tended 
to the ſwiſt Deſtruction both of Soul and Body. 

Bor thc Caſe was otherwiſe herc, my Mather 
was convicted of Felony for a petty Theft, ſcarce 
worth naming, viz. borrowing turee Pieces of fine 
Follaud, of a certain aper in Cheæp- ſide: The 
Circumſtances are too long to repcat, and 1 have 
heard them related ſo many Ways, that I can 
icarce tell which is the right Account. 

. HowrveRit was, they all agree in this, that 
my Mother pleaded her Belly, and being found 


quick 


3 

quick with Child, ſhe was reſpited for about Seven 
Months; after which ſhe was call'd down, as they 
term it, to her former Judgment, but obtain'd the 
Favour afterward of being Tranſported to the 
Plantations, aud left me about Half a Yezr old; 
and in bad Hands you may be ſure. 

Tris is too near the firſt Hours of my Life, for 
me to relate any thing of my ſelf, but by hearſay; 
tis enough to mention, that as I was born in ſuch 
an unhappy Place, I had no Pariſh to have Recourſe 
to for my Nouriſhment in my Infancy, nor can I 
give the leaſt Account how I was kept alive; o- 
ther, than that, as I have been told, ſome Relation 
of my Mother took me away, but at whole Ex. 
5 719% or by whoie Direction I know nothing at all 
OI It. | 
Tus firſt Account that I can Recollect, or could. 
ever learn of my ſelf, was that I had wander'd a- 
mong a Crew of thoſe People they call Gypſies, or 
Egyptians ;, but l believe it was but a little while 
that | had been among them, for I had not had my 
Skin diſcolonreg, as they do to all Children they 
carry about with them, nor can I tell how I came 
among them, or how I got from them. 

Ir was at Colcheſter in Eſſex, that thoſe People 
left me; and I have a Notion in my Head, that I left 
them there, (that is, that I hid my ſelf and would 
not go any farther with them) but I am not able 
to be particular in that Account; only this I re- 
member, that being taken up by ſome of the Farifh 
Officers of Culihefter, I gave an Account, that I 
came into the Town with the Gypſies, but that I 
would not go any farther with them, and that ſo 
they had lefc me, but whither they wer2 gone 
that I knew not, for tho' they ſent round the 
Country to enquire after them, it ſeems, they could 
not be tound. N 
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1 was now in a Way to be provided for, for 


part of the Town by Law; yet as my Caſe came to 


be known, and that I was too young to do any 
Work, being not above three Years old, Compaſ- 


Hon mov'd the Magiſtrates of the Town to take 


Care of me, and I became one of their own as 
much as if I had been born in the Place. 

{ x the Proviſion they made for me, it was my 
good hap to be put to Nurſe, as tl ey call it, to a 
Woman who was indeed Poor, but Fad been in bet- 
ter Circumſtances, and who got a little Livelihood 
by taking ſuch as I was ſuppos d to be; and keeping 
them with all Neceſlaries, till they were at à cer- 
tain Age, in which it might be ſuppos'd they might 
go to Service, or get their own- Bread. 
Tus Woman had alfo a little School, which 
ſhe kept to teach Children to Read and to Work; 
and having, I ſay, liv'd before that in good Faſhion, 
ſhe bred up the Children with a great deal of Art, 
as well as with a great deal of Care, 

Bur which was worth all the reſt, ſhe bred 
them up very Religiouſſy alſo, being herſelf a very 
ſober pious Woman. (2, )Very Honſewifely andClean, 
and, (3.) Yery Mannerly, and with good 'Behavi- 
our: So that excepting a plain Diet, courſe Logd- 
ing, and mean Cloaths, we were brought up as 
Mannerly, as if we had been at the Dancing School. 

| was continu'd here till I was eight Years Old, 
when 1 was terrified with News, that the Magi- 
{trates (as I think they call'd them) had ordered 
that I ſhould go to Service; I was able to do but 
very little where ever I was to go, except 
it was to run of Errands, and he a Drudge to ſome 
Cook- Maid, and this they told me of often, which 


put me into a great Fright ; for I had a thorongh 


Averſion to going to Service, as they call'd it, tho? 


I was ſo young ; and 1 told my Nurſe, that I be- 


lieved 
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lievd 1 could get my Living without going th 
Service if ſhe pleaſed to let me ʒ for ſhe had Tavghs 
me to Work with my Needle, and Spin Worſted, 
which is the chief Trade of that City, and 1 told 
her that if the would keep me, I would Fork for 
her, and I would Work very hard. 

| talk'd to her almoſt every Day of Wor king 
hard ; and in ſhort 1 did nothing 2 Work 200 
Cry all Day, which grieved the rood kind Woman 
Jo much, that at laſt ſne began to be concern'd 
for me, for ſhe lov'd me very, wel}, 


ONE Day after this, as ſhe came into the Room, | 
where all the poor Children were at Work, ſhe 


fat down juſt over againſt. me, not in her uſual 
Place as Miſtreſs, Lut-as if ſhe had ſet herſelf on 
purpoſe to obſerve me, and ſce me Work: I was 
doing ſomething ſhe had ſct me to, as I remember 
it was Marking ſome Shirts, which ſhe had taken 
to Make, and after a while ſhe began to Talk to 
me: Thou fooliſh Child, ſays ſhe, thou art always 
Crying, (for I was Crying then) Prithce, What 
do'ſt Cry for? becauſe they will take me away, 
fays I, and put me to Service, and I can't Work 
Houſe-Work; well Child, f:ys ſhe, but tho" you can't 
work Houſe-Work you v illicar nit in time, and the 

won't put you to hard Things at firit ; yes they will, 

ſays 1, and if I can't do it, they will Beat me, and che 
Maids will Beat me to make me do great Work, and 
] am but a little Girl, and I can't do it, and then 
I cry'd again, till ! could not ſpeak any more. 

T n1s, mov.d my good Motherly Nurſe, ſo t“ at 
ſhe reſoly'd 1 ſhould not go to Service yet, ſo ſhe 
bid me not Cry, and ſhe would ſpeak to-Mr. Mayor, 
and I ſhonld not go to Service till I was bigger. 

WBI I, this did not ſatisfy me, for to think of 
going to Service at all was ſuch a, frightful Thing 
to me, that if ſhe had aflured me*Fſhould not have 
gone till I was 20 Tears Old, it would Faveibeen 
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the ſame to me, I ſhould have cry'd all the time, 


with the very Apprehenſſon of its being to be ſo 


at laſt. 
Wu N ſhe ſaw that I was not paciſſed yet, me 


began to be "ry, with me, and what would you 


have ſays ſhe, don't I tell you that you ſhall not 
go to Service till you are bigger? Ay, /ays I, but 
then I muſt go at laſt, why, what, ſaid ſhe is the 
Girl Mad ? what would you be a Gentlewoman ? 


Yes ſays I, and cry'd heartily till I roar'd out again, 


Tr1s ſet the old Gentlewomar'a Laughing at 
me, as you may be ſure it would: Well, Madam, 
Forſooth, ſays ſhe, Gibing at me, you would he a 
Gentlewoman, and how will you come to be a 


Gentlewoman : What wall you do it by your Ne 


gers Ends? 

Yrs, ſays I again, very innocently. 

Wu r, what can you Earn, Ju fhe, what can 
you get a Day at your Work? | 
Tun EE Pence, ſaid J, when I Spin, and Four 
Pence when I Work plain Work. 

ALas!. Poor Gentlewoman, ſaid ſhe 2 


Laughing, 1 what will that do for thee ? 


Ir will keep me, /ays I, if you will let me 
live with you ; and this 7 ſaid in ſuch a poor Pe- 
titioning Tone, that it made the poor Woman's 
Heart yearn to me, as ſhe told me afterwards. 

Bu r, ſays ſhe, that will not keep you and buy 
you Cloaths too; and who mult buy the little Gen- 
tlewoman Cloaths, jog ſhe, and imil'd all the while 
at me. 

| will Work harder then, foi and you ſhall 


have it all. 


Poo i Child lit won't keep yon, ſaid ſhe, it wil! 
hardly find you in Victuals. 

Tien, I would have no Victuals, ſays I again 
very Innocently, let me but live with you. 
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| Wu r, 


Wu y, Can you live without Victuals? ſays ſpe, 
Jes, again ſays I, very much like a Child, you may 

e ſure, and ſtill I cry'd heartily. 
had no Policy in all this, you may eaſily ſee 
it was all Nature, but it was joined with ſo much 
Innocence, and ſo much Paſhon, That in ſhort, it 
ſet the good Motherly Creature a weeping too, 
and at laſt ſhe cry'd as faſt as I did, and then 
took me, and lead me ont of the Teaching Room; 
Come, ſays ſhe, you ſhan't go to Service, you ſhall 
live with me, and this pacily'd me for the preſent. 

AFTER this ſhe going to wait on the AZayor, 
my Story came up, and my good Nurle told Mr. 
Mayor the whole Tale: He was fo pleaſed with 
it. that he would call his Lady, and his Two 
Daughters to hear it, and it made Mirth enough 
among them, you may be ſure. 

HoweveR, nota Week had paſled over, but 
on a ſudden comes Mrs Mayoreſs, aud her Two 
Daughters to the Houſe to ſee my old Nurſe. and 
to to ſee her School and the Children : When 
they had look'd about them a little: Well Mrs. 
, ſays the Mayoreſs to my Nurſe ; and 
pray which is the little Laſs that is to be a Gen- 
tlewoman ? I heard her, and | was terrible fright- 
ed, tho' I did not know why neither; but Mrs, 
Mayoreſs comes up to me, Well Miss, ſays ſhe, 
And what are you at Work upon? The Word 
Miſs was a Language that had bardly been heard 
of in our School, and I wonder'd what fad Name 
it was ſhe call'd me; However, | ſtood up, made 
a Court'ſv, and ſhe took my Work out of my Hand, 
look'd on it, and faid it was very well; then ſhe 
look'd upon one of my Hands, nay, ſhe may come 
to be a Gentlewoman, /ays ſhe, for ought I know; 
ſhe has a Lady's Hand, I aſſure you: This plea- 


ted me mightily, but Mrs. Mayore/s did not ſtop. 
there, hut pot her Hand in her Pocket, gave me a 


Shilling, 


| 
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VBVentlewoman, and they call her Madam. 


oreſs, and all the reſt © 
meat all, for they meant one Sort of thing by the 
Word Gentlewoman, and I meant quite another: 


man, Was to 


1 


Shilling, and bid me mind my Work, and learn 


to Work well, and I might be a Gentlewoman 


for ought ſhe knew. 


A L this while, my 215 old Nurſe, Mrs. May- 
them, did act underſtand 


for alas, all L underitood by being a Gentlewo- 
e able to Work for my ſelf, and 
get enough to keep me without going to Service, 


whereas they meant to live Great and High, and! 
know not what. Won 


WII, after Mrs. Mayoreſs was gone, her two 
Daughters came in, and they call'd for the Gen- 
tlewoman too, and they talk'd a long while 
to me, and I anſwered them in my Innocent way 
but always if they ask'd me whether I refoly'd to 
be a Gentlewoman, I anſwer d, Ves: At laſt they 


ask'd me, what a Gentlewoman was? that puzzel'd 


me much; however, | explain'd my ſelf negatively, 
that it was one that did not go to Service, to do 
Houſe-Work; they were mightily pleaſed, and 
lik'd my little Prattle to them, which it ſeems 
was agreeable enough to them, and they gave m 
Money too. 5 
As for my Money I gave it all to my Miſtreſs 
Nurſe, as1 calFd her, and told her, ſhe ſhould have 
all I got wienl was aGentlewoman,as well as now; 


by this and ſome other of my talk, my old Tute- 


reſs began to underſtand what | meant by being 
a Geiti.woman ; and that it was no more, than 
To be able to get my Bread by my own Work, and 
at laſt, ſhe ask'd me whether it was not ſo. 

I told her Tes, and inſiſted on it, that to do ſo, 
was to be a Gentlewoman ; for, fays I, there is 
ſuch a one, naming a Woman that mendcd Lace, 
and waſh'd the Ladies Lac'd-heads, ſhe, ſays 1, is a 


PO OR 
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Poo Child, ſays my good old Nurſe, you may 
fon be ſuch a Gentlewoman as that, for ſhe is a 
- Perſon of ill Fame, and has had two Baſtards. - 
I did not underſtand any thing of that; but I 
anſwered, I am ſure they call her Madam, and ſhe 
does not go to Service nor do Houſe-Work, and 
therefore | inſiſted, that ſhe was a Gentlewoman, 
and I would be ſuch 2 Gentlewoman as that. 
Tus Ladies were told all this again, and they 
made themſelves Merry with it, and every now and 
then Mr. Mayor's Daughters would come and ſee 
me, and ask where the little Gentlewoman was, 
which made me not a little Proud of my felf be- 
ſides. I was often viſited by theſe young Ladies, 
and ſometimes they brought others with them; fo 
that I was known by it, almoſt all over the Town. 
I was now about Ten Years old, and began to 
look a little Womaniſh, for! was mighty Grave, 
very Mannerly, and as I had often heard the La- 
dies ſay I was Prety, and would be very Handſome, 
yon may be ſure it made me not a little Proud: 
However, that Pride had no ill Effect upon me 
yet, only as they often gave me Money, and I gave 
it my old Nurſe, ſhe, heueſt Woman, was fo juſt as 
to lay it out again for me, and gave me Head- 
Preſſes, and Linnen, and Gloves, and I went-very 
Neat, for if I had Rags on, I would always be 
Clean, or elſe | would dabhle them in Water 
my ſelf; but 7 ſay, my good Nurſe, when I had 
Money given me, very honeſtly laid it out for me, 
and would always tell the Ladies this, or that, was 
bought with their Money ; and this made them 
give me more, till at laſt, I was indeed call'd upon 
by the Magiſtrates to go out to Service; but then 
I was: become fn good a Workwoman my ſelf, 
and the Ladies were ſo kind to me, that I was paſt 
it; for I could Earn as much for my Nurſe as 
was enough to keep me; ſo ſhe told them, that 
_ 133 it 
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if they would give her leave, ſne would keep the 


Gentlewoman as ſhe call'd me, to be her Aſſiſtant, 
and teach the Children, which I was very well 
able to do; for I was very nimble at my Work, 


tho' 1 was yet very young. 


Bur the Kindneſs of the Ladies did not end 
here, for when they underſtocd that 1 was no more 


maintain'd by the Town as before, they gave me 


Money oftener ; and as I grew up, they brought 
me Work to do for them; ſuch as Linnen to 
Make, Laces to Mend, and Heads to Dreſs up, and 


not only paid me for doing them, but even taught 
me how to do them; fo that I was a Gentlewoman 
indeed, as 1 underſtood that Word; for before I 


was Twelve Years old, I not only found my ſelf 


Cloaths, and paid my Nurſe for my keeping, but 
got Money in my Pocket too. 


Tus Ladies allo gave me Cloaths frequently of 


their own or their Childrens ; ſome Stockings, ſome 

Petticoats, ſome Gowns, ſome one thing, ſome ano- 
ther, and theſe my old Woman managed for me 
like a Mother, and kept them for me, obliged 
. me to mend them, and turn them to the beſt Ad- 
vantage, for ſhe was a rare Houſe-Wite. 


A x laſt one of the Ladies took ſuch a Fancy to 


me, that ſhe would have me Home to her Houſe, 
for a Month, ſhe ſaid, to be among her Daughters. 


Now tho' this was exceeding kind in her, yet 


as my good Woman ſaid to her, unleſs ſhe reſoly'd 


to keep me for good and all, ſhe would do the lit- 
tle Gentlewoman more harm than good : Well, 
ſays the Lady, that's true, Vil only take her Home 
for a Week then, that | may ſee how my Daughters 
and ſhe agree, and how I like her Temper, and 
then I'll tell you more; and in the mean time, if 
nay Body comes to ſee her as they uſed to do, you 


may only tell them, you have ſent her out to my 
V 


Tur 


(4 
Tr1s was prudently managed enough, and 
went to the Lady's Houſe, but 1 was ſo pleaſe 
there with the young Ladies, and they fo pleaſed 
with me, that I had enough to do to come away, 


and they were as unwilling to part with me. 


HOW EVEN, I did come away, and liv'd almoſt 
a Year more with my honeſt old Woman, and be- 
gan now to be very helpful to her; for I was almoſt 
fourteen Years old, was tall of my Age, and lock'd 
a little Womaniſh ; but l had ſuch a taſte of Gen- 
teel living at the Lady's Houſe, that I was not fo 
eaſy in my old Quarters as I us'd to be, and I thought 
it was fine to be a Gentlewoman indeed, for I had 
quite other Notions of a Gentlewoman now, than 
J had before; and as I thought that it was fine to 
be a Gentlewoman, ſo 1 lov'd to be among Gentle- 
women, and therefore I long'd to be there again. 
' Wren l was about fourteen Years and a quar- 
ter Old, my good old Nurſe, Mother 1 ought to 
call her, tell Sick and Dy'd ; I was then in a fad 
Condition indeed, for as there is no great Buſtle 
in putting an End toa poor Body's Family, when 
once they are carried to the Grave; ſo the poor 
good Woman being Buried, the Pariſh Children 
were immediately remov'd by the Church-War- 
dens; the School was at an End, and the Day- 
Children of it had no more to do but juſt ſtay at 
Home, till they were ſent ſome where elſe; as for 
what ſhe left, a Daughter, a married Woman, came 
and ſwept it all away, and removing the Goods, 
they had no more to fay to me than to Jeſt with 
me, and tell me, that the little Gentlewoman 
might ſet up for her ſelf, if ſhe pleaſed. | 
I was frighted out of my Wits almoſt, and 
knew not what to do; for I was, as it were, turn d 


out of Doors to the wide World. and that which 


was ſtill worſe, the old honeſt Woman had two 
and Twenty Shillings of mine in her Hand, which 


was 


1 
" 


1 EY 


was all the Eſtate the little Gentlewoman . had 
in the World; and when I ask'd the Daughter, for 
It, ſhe huft me, and told me, ſhe had nothing to 
do with it. 

Ix was true the good poor Woman had told 
her Daughter of it, and thac it lay in ſuch a 


Place, that it was the Child's Money, and, had 
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call'd once or twice or me to give it me, but I 
was unhappily ont ot the way, and when I came 
back ſhe was paſt being in a Condition to ſpeak of 
at: However, the Daughter was ſo Honeſt after; 
Wards, as to give it me, tho' at firſt ſhe us'd, me 
Cruely about it. | 
Now was Ja poor Gentlewoman indeed, 7900 I 
was juſt that very Night to be turn'd into the 
wide World; for the Daughter remov'd all the 
Goods, and 1 "had not ſo much as a Lodging to go 
to, or 2 bit of Bread to Eat: But it ſeems ſome 
of the Neighbours took ſo much Compaſſion of me, 
as to acquaint the Lady in whoſe Family I had 
been; ; and immediately ſhe ſent her Maid to fetch 
me, and away | went with them Bag and Baggage, 
and. with a glad Heart you may be ſure: The 
"Fright. of my Condition had made ſuch an Im- 
preſſion upon me, that I did not want now to be 
.a Gentlewoman, but was very willing to be a 
Servant, and that any kind of Servant they thought 
lit to have me be. 

Bor my new generous Miſtreſs had better 
Thoughts for me, 1 call her generous, for ſhe ex- 
.ceeded the good Woman I was with before in every 

"Thing, as in Eſtate ; I ſay, in every Thing ex- 
cept Honeſty ; and for that, tho' this was a Lady 
moſt exactly Juſt, yet 1 muſt not forget to ſay on 
all Occaſions, that the firſt, tho' Poor, was as up- 
rightly Honeſt as 1t was poſſible. 

| was no ſooner carried away as J have ſaid b 
| This good Gentlewowan, but the firſt Lady, that is 
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fo Jay, the Mayoreſs that was, ſeat her Daughters 
to take care of me; and another Family which had 
taken Notice of me when I was the little Gentle- 
woman, ſent for me after her, ſo that I was 


mightily made of; nay, and they were not a lit- 


tle Angry, eſpecially the Aayoreſs, that her 
Friend had taken me away from her ; for as. ſhe 
ſaid, I was hers by Right, ſhe having been the 
firſt that took any, Notice of me; but they that 
had me, would not part with me; and as for me 
I could not be better than where I was. | 

Hu R E I continued till I was between 17 and 


13 Years old, and here! had all the Advantages for 


my Education, that could be imagined; the Lady 


had Maſters home to teach her Daughters to Dance, 


and to ſpeak French, and to Write, and others to 
teach them Mulick : ; and as I was always with 
them, 1 learn'd as faſt as they; and tho' the Ma- 
{ters were not appointed to teach me, yet ! learnd 
by Imitation and Enquiry, all that they learn'd by 
Inſtruction and Direction. So that in ſhort, I learn- 
ed to Dance, and ſpeak French as well any of them, 
and to sing much better, for I had a better Voice 
than any of them; I could not fo readily come at 


playing the Harpſicord or Spinnet, becauſe | had 


no Inſtrument of my own to Practiſe on, and 
could only come at theirs in the Intervals when 
they left it; but yet | learned tollerably. well, 
and the young Ladies at length got two inſtruments, 
that is to ſay, a Harpſicord and a Spinnet too, 


and then they Taught me themſelves; but as to 
Dancing they could hardly help my learning 


Country Dances, becauſe they always wanted me 
to make up even Number; and on the other Hand, 
they were as heartily willing to learn me every. 
thing that they had been Taught themſelves, as L 
cou Id be to take the Learning. 


We 
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By this Means I had, as J have ſaid, all the Ad- 


vantages of Education that I could have had, if 1 
had been as much a Gentlewoman as they were, 
with whom I liv'd; and in ſome things I had che Ad- 


vantage of my Ladies, tho' they were my Superiors, 


Viz. that mine were all the Gifts of Nature, and 


which all their Fortunes could not furniſh. Firſt, I 


was apparently Handſomer than any of them. Se- 


condly, | was better ſhap'd, and Thirdly, I Sung 
better, by which I mean, I had a better 
Voice; in all which you will, I hope, allow me to 
ſay, | do not ſpeak my own Conceit, but the O- 
Pinion of all that knew the Family. 

I had with all theſe the common Vanity of my 
Sex, Y:z. that being really taken for very Hand- 
ſome, or if you pleaſe for a great Beauty, I very 
well knew it, and had as good an Opinion of my 
ſelf, as any Body elle could have of me, and par- 
ticularly I loved to hear any Body ſpeak of it, which 
happened often, and was a great Satisfaction to 
me. | 

Tus far I have had a ſmooth Story to tell 
of my ſelf, and in all this Part of my Life, I not 
only had the Reputation of living in a very good 
Family, and a Family Noted and Reſpected every 
where for Vertue and Sobriety, and for every val- 
luable Thing; but I had the Character too of a 


very ſober, modeſt, and vertuous young Woman, 


and ſuch I had always been ; neither had I yet any 
Occaſion to think of any thing elſe, or to know 


. what a Temptation to Wickedneſs meant. 
Bor that which I was too vain of, was my Ruin, 
or rather my Vanity was the Cauſe of it. The 


Lady in the Houſe where | was, had two Sons, young 


Gentlemen of Extraordinary Parts and Behaviour; 
and it was my Misfortune to be very well with 
them both, bur they managed themſelves with me 


in a quite different Manner. | 
| ere Tas 
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Ts eldeſt a gay Gentleman that knew the 
Town, as well as the Country, and tho” he had 
Levity enough to do an ill-natur'd thing, yet had 
too much judgment of things to pay too dear for 
his Pleaſures ; he began with that unhappy Snare to 
all Women, Yiz. taking Notice upon all Occaſions 
how pretty I was, as he call'd it, how agreeable, 
how well Carriaged, and the like; and this he con- 
triv'd fo ſubtilly, as if he had known as well how 
to catch a Woman in his Net, as a Patridge when' 
he went a Setting; for he would contrive to be 
talking this to his Siſters when tho' I was not by, 
yet when he knew was not ſo far off, but that I 


ſhould be ſure to hear him: His Siſters would re- 


turn ſoftly to him, huſh Brother, ſhe will hear you, 
ſhe is but in the next Room; thea he would put 
it of, and talk ſoftlier as if he had not known it, 
and begin to acknowledge he was Wrong; and then 
as if he had forgot himſelt, he would ſpeak alond 


again, and I that was ſo well pleaſed to hear it, was 


ſure to Liſten for it upon all Occaſions. 

Ar TER he had thus baited his Hook, and found 
eaſily enough the Method how to lay it in my Way, 
he play'd an open Game; and one Day going by 
his Siſter's Chamber when I was there, he comes in 
with an Air of Gaity, O! Mrs. Betty, faid he to 
me, How do yon do Mrs. Berry ? don't your Cheeks 
burn Mr. Betty? I made a Court ſy, aud bluſhd, 
but ſaid nothing; What makes you talk fo Bro- 
ther, ſays the Lady; Why, ſays he, we have been 
talking of her below Stairs this half Hour; Wel, 
ſays his Siſter, you can ſay no Harm of her, that I 
am ſure, fo 'tis no matter what you have been 
talking about; nay, ſays he, tis ſo far from talk- 
ing Harm of her, that we have been talking a great 
deal of good, and a great many fine Things have 
been ſaid of Mrs Betty, I aſſure you; and particu- 
larly, that ſhe is the Handfomeſt young Woman in 


Colches 
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Colcheſter, and, in ſhort, they begin to Toaſt her 
Health in the Town. | A 
I wonder at yon Brother, ſays the Siſter, Betty 


wants. but one Thing, but ſhe had as good want 
every Thing, for the Market is againſt our Sex 


juſt now; and if a young Woman has Beauty, 


Birth, Breeding, Wit Senſe, Manners, Modeſty, 


and all to an Extream; yet if ſhe has not Money, 
ſhe's no Body, the had as good want them all; 
nothing but Money now recommends a Woman ; 
the Men play the Game all into their own Hands. 

He x younger Brother, who was by, cry'd Hold 
Siſter, you run too faſt, I am an Exception to your. 
Rule: I aſſure you, if I find a Woman ſo Accom- 
pliſn'd as you Talk of, I won't trouble my ſelf a- 
bout the Money. O. ſays the Siſter, hut you will 
take Care not to Fancy one then without the 
Money. 

Y o uv don't know that neither, ſays the Brother. 

Bor why Siſter, (ſays the Elder Brother) why do 
you exclaim ſo about the Fortune? you are none 
of them that want a Fortune, what ever elſe you 


Want. 


[ underſtand you Brother, (replies the Lady very 
ſmartly) you ſuppoſe I have the Money and want 
the Beauty; but as Times go now, the firſt will 
do, ſo I have the better of my Neighbours. 

Welt, ſays the younger Brother, but your Nigli- 
bours may be even with you; for Beauty will ſteal 


a Husband ſometimes in ſpight of Money; and when 


the Maid chances to be Handſomer than the Mi- 
ſtreſs, ſhe oftentimes makes as good a Market, 
and rides in a Coach before her. | 
thought it was time for me to withdraw, and [ 
did ſo; but not fo far, but that I heard all their 
Diſcourſe, in which I heard abundance of fine 
things ſaid of me ſelf, which prompted my Va— 
nity, but, as J ſoon found, was not the way to en- 
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creaſe my Intereſt in the Family, for the Siſter and 
the younger Brother tell grieveouſly out about it; 
and as he ſaid ſame very diſobliging things to her; 
upon my my Account, fo 1 could eafily ſee that 
ſhe reſented them, by her future Conduct to me, 
which indeed was very unjuſt; for I had never had 
the leaſt thought of what ſhe ſuſpected as to her 
younger Brother: Indeed the elder Brother in 
his diſtant remote Way had fiid a great many 
things as in Jeſt, which I had the'Folly to believe 
were in Earneſt, or to flatter my ſelf with the 
Hopes of what I ougjt to have ſuppos'd he never 
intended. = 

I 7 happened one Day that he came running 
up Stairs, towards the Room where his Siſter us'd 
to ſit, and work as he often us'd to do; and calling 
to them before he came in, as was his way too 1 
being there alone, ſtep'd to the Door, and ſaid, 
Sir, the Ladies are not here, they are walk'd down 
the Garden ; as | ſtep'd forward to ſay this, he 
was juſt got to the Door, and claſping me in his 
Arms, as if it had been by Chance, O! Mrs Betty, 
Jays he, are you here? that's better ſtill , I want 
to ſpeak with you, more thin 1 do with them, and 
then having me in his Arms he kiſs'd me three 
or four times. 

I ſtruggled to get away, and yet did 1t but 
faintly neither, and he held me;aſt, and ſtill kifs'd 
me, till he was out of Breath, and fitting down, 
ſays he, dear Betty, I am in Love with you. 

His» Words ! myſt confeſs fir'd my Blood; all 
my Spirits flew about my Heart, and put me into 
Diſorder enough: He repeatcd it afterwards ſe- 
veral times, that he was ia Love with me, and my 
Heart ſpoke as plain as a Voice, that I ik d it; nay 
whenever he ſaid, | am in Love with you, my 
Bluſhes plainly reply'd, wou d Joh were, Sir. How- 
ever nothing elſe paſs'd at that time; it was but 
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a Surprize, and I ſoon recover'd my ſelf. He had 
ſtay'd longer with me, but he happen'd to lcok ont 
at the Window and ſee his Siſters coming up the 
Garden, ſo he took his Leave, kits'd me again, told 
me he was very ſerious, and I ſhould hear more of 
him very quickly, and away he went infinitely 

leas'd, and had there not been one Misfortune in 
it, I had been in the Right, but the Miſtake lay 
here, that Mrs. Betty was in Earneſt, and the Gen. 
tleman was not. 

FR OM this time my Head run upon ſtrange 
Things, and 1 may truly ſay, I was not my ſelf, to 


have ſuch a Gentleman talk to me of being in Love 


with me, and of my being ſuch a charming Creature, 
as he told me Iwas, thele were things 1 knew not 
how to bear, my Vanity was elevated to the laſt De- 
gree: It is true, I had my Head full of Pride, but 
knowing nothing of the Wickedneſs of the times, 
I had not one Thought of my Virtne about me; 
and had my young Maſter offer'd it at firſt Sight, 
he might have takenany Liberty he thought fit with 
me; but he did not ſee his Advantage, which was 
my Happineſs for that time. | 
Ir was not long, but he found an Opportunity 
to catch me again, and almolt in the fame Poſture, 
indeed it had more of Deſign in it on his Part, tho? 
not on my Part; it was thus, The young Ladies 
were gone a Viſiting with their Mother; his Brother 
was out oi Town, and as for his Father he had 
been at London for a Week before; he had ſo well 
watch'd me, that he knew where I was, the' 1 did 
not {o much as know that he was in the Houſe, and he 
briskly comes up the Stairs, and ſeeing me at Work, 
comes into the Room to me directly, and began juſt 
as he did before, with taking me in his Arms, and 
kiſſing me for almoſt a quarter of an Hour toge- 
ther. 
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12 was his younget Siſter » Chamber that J was in, 
and as there s no Body in the Ron'e but the 
1 dow Stairs, he was it may be the ruser: In 
hort, he deten to in Earneſt with me indeed; 
peri: 55 ie found ma little too eaſy, for 1 made 
no ei, ine to him wh'le be only held me in his 
Arm and kifyd n. ; Indeed I was too well pleaſed 
with it, 0 :efiſt him much. 

WII tir'd with that kind of Work, we fat 
down, and there he talk'd with me a great while; 
he {aid, he was charm'd with me, and that he 
could not reſt till he had told me how he was in 
Love with me, and if I could Love him again, and 
would make him happy, l ſhould be the ſaving of his 
Life; and many ſuch fine Things. I ſaid little to him 
again, but eaſily diſcovered that 1 was a Fool, and 
that I did not in the leaſt perceive what he meant. 

Tue he walk'd abont the Room, and taking me 
by the Hand, I walk'd with him ; and by and by ta- 
king his Advantage, he threw me down upon the 
Bed, and kiſs'd me there moſt Violently; but to 
give him his Due, offered no manner of Kudneſs to 
me, only kiſs'd me a great while; after this he 
thought he had heard ſome Body come up Stairs, ſo 
he got off from the Bed, liited me up, proteſſing a 
great deal of Love for me, but told me it was all an 
honeſt Affection, and that he meant no ill to me, 
and with that put five Guineas into my Hand, and 
went down Stairs. 

| was more confounded-with the Money than I 
was before with the Love; and began to be fo ele- 

vated, that I ſcarce knew the Ground 1 ſtood on: I 
am the more particular in this, that if it comes to 
be read by any innocent young, Body, thev may 
learn from it to guard themes es againſt the Miſ- 
chicfs which attend an ear!: ' Knowledge of their own 
Beauty; if a young Woman once thinks herſelf 
Handſome, ſhe never doubts the Truth of ay Man 
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that tells her he is in Love with her; for if ſne be- 
Iieves herſelf Charming enough to captivate him, 


tis natural to expect the Effects of it. 
Tuns Gentleman had now fir'd his Inclination, 


as much as he had my Vanity, and as if he had found 


that he had an Opportunity, and was ſorry he did 
not take hold of it, he comes up again in about 


halt an Hoar, and falls to work with me again juſt 


as he did before, only with a little leſs Introdu- 
ction. | 

A xv Firſt, when he entered the Room, he turn'd 
about, and ſhut the Door. Mrs. Betty, ſaid he, / 
fancy'd before, ſome Body was coming up Stairs, but it 
was not ſo; However, adds he, if they find me in the 
Room with you, they ſhan't catch me a kiſſing of yon. 
I told him I did not know who ſhould be coming 


up stairs for 1 believ'd there was no Body in the 
Houſe, but the Cook, and the other Maid, and they 
never came up thoſe Stairs; well, my Dear, ſays he, 


*Tis good to be ſure however, and ſo he fits down and 
we began to talk; and now, tho' I was ſtill on 


Are with his firſt Viſit, and ſaid little, he did as it 


were put Words in my Mouth, telling me how 
paſſionately he lov'd me, and that tho' he could not 
till he came to his Eſtate, yet he was reſolv'd to 
make me happy then, and himſelf too; that is to 
ſay, to marry me, and abuudance of ſuch things, 
which I poor Fool did not underſtand the drift off, 
but acted as if there was no kind of Love, but that 
which tended to Matrimony ; and if he. had ipoken 
of that 1 had no Room, as well as no Power, to have 
ſaid No; but we were not come to that length yet. 

W had not fat long, but he got up, and ſtop- 
ing my very Breath with Kiſſes, thcew me upon the 
Bed again but then he went further with me than 
Decency peripgts me to mention, nor had it been in 
| Wave deny'd him at that Moment, had 
he offered much more than he did. 
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How even, tho' he took theſe Freedoms with 
me, it did not go to that, which they call the laſt 
Favour, which, to do him juſtice, he did not at- 
tempt; and he made that Self-denial of his a Plea 
for all his Fredooms with me upon other Occaſions 
after this: When this was over, he ſtay'd but a 
little while, but he put almoſt a Handful of Gold 
in my Hand, and left me a thouſand Proteſtations 
of his Paſſion for me, and of his loving me above 
all the Women in the World. 

Ir will not be ſtrange, if I now began to think; 
but alas! it was but with very little ſolid Refle&- 
ions: I had a moſt unbounded Stock of Vanity and 
Pride, and but a very little Stock of Virtue: I did 
indeed caſt ſometimes with my ſelf what my young 
Maſter aim'd at, but thought of nothing but the fine 
Words and the Gold; whether he intended to mar- 
ry me, or not, ſeem'd a Matter of no great Conſe- 
quence to me; nor did | ſo much as think of making 
any Capitulation for my ſelf, *till he made a kind of 
formal Propoſal to me, as you ſhall hear preſently. 

THrous I gave up my ſelf to Ruin without the 
leaſt Concern, and am a fair Memento to all young 
Women, whoſe Vanity prevail over their Virtue : 
Nothing was ever ſo ſtnpid on both Sides, ha i 
acted as became me, and reſiſted as Virtue and 
Honour requir'd, he had either deſiſted his Attacks, 
finding no room to expect the end of his Deſign, 
or had made fair and honourable Propoſals of Mar- 


riage; in which Caſe, whoever blam'd him, no 
Body could have blam'd me. In ſhort, it he had 


known me, and how eaſy the Trifle he aim'd at, 
was to be had, he would have troubled his Head no 
farther, but hay: given me four or five Guineas, and 
have lain with me the next time he had come at me: 
On the ather Hand, if | had known his Thoughts, ard 
how hard he ſuppoſed | would be to be gain'd, I 
might have made my own Terms, and if] had nog 
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capitulated for an immediate Marriage, I might for 
a Maintainance till Marriage, and might have had 
what I would ; for he was Rick to Exct ſs, belides 
what he had in Expectation; but I had Wolly a 
bandoned all ſuch Thoughts, and was taken 9 
only with the Pride of my Beauty, and of being be- 
lov'd by ſuch a Gentleman; as for the Gold |! ſpent 
whole Hours in looking upon it ; 1 told tie Guiz 
neas over a Thouſand times a Day : Never poor 
vain Creature was ſo wrapt up witli cyery Part of 
the Story, as I was, not 1 whac was before 
me, and how near my Ruin was ar the Door; and 
indeed I think, I rat ner with'd for that Pain, than 
ſtudied to avoid it. 

In the mean time, however; 1 WS cunning e- 
nough, not to give the leaſt room to any in the Fa- 
mily to imagine that 4 Fad the leaſt Correſpoudence 
with him; I ſcarce cver look'd towards him in nub- 
lice, or anſwer'd if he ſpoke to me, when bar for 
all that, we had every now and then a little En- 
counter, where we had room for a Word or two, 
and now and then a Kiſs, but no fair Opportunity 
tor the Miſchief intended; and eſpecially conſide- 
ring that he made more Circumlocution, than he 
nad occaſion for, and the Work appearing Ditticult 
to him, he really made it 0. 

Boer as the Devil is an unwearied Tempter, ſo 
he never fails to find an Opportunity tor the Wick 
edneſs he invites to: It was one Evening that 1 
was in the Garden, with his two younger Siſters, 
and himſelf, when he found Means to convey a 
Note into my Hand, by which he told me that he 
would to Morrow deſire me 33 to go of 
an Errand for him, and that 1 * ſhadld er him 
iomewhere by the Way. | 

AcCccoRDINGLY aſter Diagn he very grave- 
ly ſays to me, his Siſters being all by, Mrs. Betty, 


1 muft ak a Favour of you : What's that, ſays rhe 
——_ , DN Second 


; 
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Second Siſter; nay Siler, ſays he, very gravely Tf you 
can't ſpare Mrs, Betty to Day, any other time will do 
Yes, they ſaid, they could ſpare her well enough, 
and the Siſter beg'd Pardon for asking ; Well, bug 
ſays the eldeſt Siſter, you muſt tel] Mrs. Betty what 
It is; if it be any private Buſineſs that we muſt not 
hear, you may call her out, there ſhe is: Wh; 
Sijter, ſays the Gentleman very gravely, What do 
you mean? Tonly deſire her to go into the High-ſtreet, 
(and then he pulls out a Turn-over) to ſuch a Shop, 
and then he tells them a long Story of two fine 
Neckcloths he had bid Money for, and he wanted 
to have me go and make an Errand to buy a Neck 
to that Turn-over that he ſhowed, and if they would 
take my Money for the Neckcloths to bid a Shill- 
ing more, and haggle with them; and then he 
made more Errands, and ſo continued to have ſuch 
petty Buſineſs to do, that IJ ſnould be ſure to ſtay a 
good while. — 8 
Wues he had given me my Errands, he told 
them a long Story of a Viſit he was going to make 
to a Family they all knew, and where was to be ſuch 
and fuch Gentlemen, and very formally ask'd his 
Siſters to go with him, and they as formally excus'd 
themſelves, becauſe of Company that they had No- 
tice was to come and Viſit them that Afternoon, all 
which by the way he had contriv'd on purpoſe. 
Hs had ſcarce done ipeaking, but his Man came 
up to tell him that Sir! A——'s Coach ſtop d 
at the Door; ſo he runs down, and comes up again 
immediately, Ala: ! ſuys he aloud, There's all my Mirth 


ſpoil'd at once, Sir \W - has (eat his Coach for me, 


and deſires to ſpeak with me. It ſeems this Sir W—— 
was a Gentleman, who liv'd about three Miles off, 
to whom he had tpoke on purpoſe to lend him his 
Charriot for a Particular Occation, and had appo'nt- 


ed it to call ſor him, as it did, about three a Clock, 
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""IMMePDIATELY he calls for his beſt Wig, Hat 
and Sword, and ordering his Man to go to the other 
Place to make his Excuſe, that was to ſay, he made 
an Excuſe to ſend his Man away, he prepares to go 
into the Coach: As he was going, he ſtopd a 
while, and ſpeaks mightily earneſtly to me about his 
Bnſiaeſs, and finds an Opportunity to ſay very ſoftly, 
Come away mv dear as ſbon as ever you can. I fal 
nothing, but made a Court'ly, as if I had done ſo to 
what he ſaid in Publick; in about a Quarter of an 
Hour I went out too, I had no Dreſs, other than be- 
fore, except that I had a Hood a Mask, a Fan, and 


a pair of Gloves in my Pecket; ſo that there was 


not the leaſt Suſpicion in the Houſe : He waited 
for me in a back Lane, which he knew I muſt paſs 
by, and the Coachman knew whicher to go, which 
was to a certain Place, calld Mile-End, where lived 
a Confident of his, where we went in, and where 
was all the Convenience in the World to be as 
wicked as we pleas'd. ES | f 
Wu x we were together, he began to Talk very 
gravely to me, and to tell me, he did not bring 
me there to betray me; that his Paſſton for me, 
would not ſuffer him to abuſe me; that he reſol- 
ved to marrv me as ſoon as he came to his Eſtate; 
that in the mean time, if | would grant his Requeſt; 
he would maintain me very Honourably, and made 
me a thouſand Proteſtations of his Sincerity, and of 
his Affection to me; and that he would never aban- 
don me, and, as / may ſay, made a thouſand more 
Preambles than he need to have dene. | 
Howrvex as he preſs'd me to ſpeak, I told him 
T had no Reaſon to queſtion the Sincerity of his 
Love to me, after ſo many Proteſtations, But —— 
and there I ftop'd, as if 1 left him to gueſs the reſt ; 


But what, my Dear, ſays he, I gueſs what you mean, 


what it yon ſhould be with Child, is not that it? 
Why then, /h he, III take care of you, and — 
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not in Jeſt, ſays he, here's an Earneſt for you, and 
wich that be pulls out a Silk Purſe with an Hundred 
Guineas in it, and gave it me; and I'll give you 
ſuch another, ſays he, every Year till I marry you. 

My Coloar came and went at the Sight of the 
Purſe, and with the fire of his Propoſal together, ſo 
that I could not ſay a Word, and he eaſily per- 
ceiv'd it; fo putting the Purſe into my Boſom, I 
made no more Reſiſtance to him, but let him do juſt 


what he pleas'd, and as often as he pleas d; and 


thus 1 finiſh'd my own Deſtruction at once, for 


from this Day, being forſaken of my Virtue, and my 


Madeſty, I had nothing of Value left to recommend 
me, either to God's Bleſſing, or Man's Aſſiſtance. 

Bur things did not end here, I went back to 
to the Town, did the Buſineſs he directed me to, 
and was at Home before any Body thought me long; 


as for my Gentleman, he ſtaid out till late at Night, 


and there was not the leaſt Suſpicion in the Family, 
either on his Account or on mine. 


We had after this, frequent Opportunities to re- 
peat our Crime, and eſpecially at Home when his 


Mother and the young Ladies went Abroad a Viſi- 
ting, which he watch'd ſo narrowly, as never to 
miſs; knowing always before-hand when they went 
out, and than fail'd not to catch me all alone, and 


ſecurely enough; ſo that we took our fill of our 


wicked Pleaſures for near half a Year; and yet, 
which was the moſt to my Satisfaction, I was not 
with Child. qe” x 

Bur before this half Year was expir'd, his young- 


er Brother of whom I have made ſome mention in 


the beginning of the Story, falls to work with me; 


and he finding me alone in the Garden one Evening, 


begins a Story. of the ſame Kind to me, made good 
koneſt Profeſſions of being in Love with me; and in 
Mort, propoſes Fairly and Honourably to marry me. 
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I was now confounded and driven to ſuch an Ex- 
tr, as the like was never known to me; I re- 
the ropoſal with Obſtinacy, and began to 
_ ny ſelf with Arguments: I laid before him 
e Incquallity of the Match, the Treatment [ 
mould meet with in the Family, the Ingratitude it 
would be to his good Father and Mother, who had 
taken me into their Houſe upon ſuch generous Prin- 
ciples, and when I was in ſuch a low Condition 
and in ſhort, I ſaid every thing to diſſwade him that 
I conld imagine, except telling him the Truth, which 
wou'd indeed have put an End to it all, but that 1 
durſt not think of mentioning. 
Box here happened a Circumſtance that 1 did 
not expect indeed, which put me to my Shifts ; for 
this young Gentleman as he was plain and honeſt, 
ſo he pretended to nothing but what was ſo too; 
and knowing his own Innocence, he was not ſo 
careful to ma ke his having a Kindneſs for Mrs. Betty 
a Secret in the Houſe, as bis Brother was; and tho? 
he did not let them know that he had talk d to me 
about it, yet he ſaid enongh 19 let his Siſters per- 
ceive he lov'd me, and his Mother ſaw it too, 
which tho' they took no Notice of to me, yet they 
did to him, and immediately I found their Carriage 
to me alter'd more than ever before. 
I fav the Cloud, tho” I did not forcſee the Storm; 
it was caly, / /zy, to ſee their Carriage was alter'd, 
and that it grew worſe and worſe cvery Day, till 
at laſt I got Information that i ſhould in a very 
little while be deſired to remove. 
l was not alarm'd at the News, having a full Sa- 
tis faction that | ſhould be provided for; and eſpe- 
cially conſidering that I had Reaſon every Day to 
expect 1 ſhould "be with Child, and that then J 
ſhould be obliged to remove without any Preten- 
ces for it. 
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A e TER ſome time, the younger Gentleman took 

an O yortunity to tell me, that the Rindneſs he h 120 
for hat Vent in the E he did n ot c 

me u ith il, be 75 4, for he kn well enougl. an. 

wv :t came out; he told me his way of Talking 

has, been the Coates 8 f fas that he did not 


maze his Reſpect ior me !o muc 3 Secrec as he 


might e done, and the Reaſon was, that he was. 
at a Polit that if! would conſent to Fave him, 
he wor d tell them al! openly that he love ine, 4 
that he intended to marry me: That it was true, 
his Father and Mother might reſent it, 3 be un- 


kind, but he was ow in a Way to live, being bred 
to the Law, anch he did not fear Wann me, 


and that in ſhort, as he belicv'd I would not be 
aſham'd of him, ſo . was reſolv'd not to be a- 
ſhamed of me, and that he ſcoru'd to be afraid to 
own me row, who he reſolv'd to own after | was 
his Wife, and therefore] had nothing to do but to 


give him my Hand, and he would anſwer tor all 


the reſt. 


| was now in a dreadful Condition indeed, and 
now I repented heartily my Eaſineſs with the eldeſt 
Brother, not from any Reflection of Conſcience, for 
I was a ſtranger to thoſe things, but 1 could not 
think of being x Whore to one Brother, «nd a Wife 
to the other; it came alſo into my Thoughts, that 
the fir{t Brother had promis d co make me his Wife 
when he came to his Eſtate; but ! dee re- 
mem-er'd, What i had often thought of, that he had 
neve - ſpoken a Word of having me fora Wite, af- 
ter he had Conquer d me for a W N 5 2nd in- 
deed till nod 10 | faid I thought of it often, yet 
it gave no Ditto: 
in tha leaſt co lel le n-his Affection to me, fo nelthey 
did he leſſen his Bounty, tho? he had the Diſere- 
tion himſeli to deiire me not to * out a Penn in 
N or to make the leaſt ſ̃oy extraordinary, 


becaytles 


ance at all, for as he dirt not en | 
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becauſe it would neceſſarily give Jealouſy in the Fa- 
mily ſince every Body knew 1 could come at ſuch 
things no manaer of ordinary Way, but by ſome 
private Friendſhip, which they would preſently have 
ſulpected. i 

I was now ina great ſtrait, and knew not what to 
do; the main Difficulty was this, the younger Bro- 
ther not only laid cloſe Siege to me, but (ſuffered it 
to be ſeen ; he would come into his Siſter's Room, 
and his Mother's Room, and fit down, and talk a 
Thouſand kind Things to me, even before their 
Faces; ſo that th: whole Houle talk'd of it, and 
his Mother repror d him for it, and their Carriage 


to me appeared quite altered: In ſhort, his Mo- 


ther had let fall ſome Speeches, as if ſhe intended 
to put me out of the Family, that is in Exgliſh, to 
turn me out of Doors. Now, I was {ure this could 
not be a Secret to his Brother, only that he 
might think, as indeed no Body elſe yet did, that 


the youngeſt Brother had made any Propoſal to 


me about it; but as I eaſily could ſee that it would 


g0 farther, ſo l ſaw likewiſe there was an abſolute 
Neceſſity to ſpeak of it to him, or that he would 


ſpeak of it to me, but knew not whether I ſhould 
break it to him, or let it alone tiil he ſhould break 
it to me. | 

Uvyrox ſerious Conſideration, for indeed how I 
began to conſider things very ſeriouſly, and never 
till now, 1 reſolv'd to tell him of it firſt, and it 
was not long before I had an Opportunity, for the 


very next Day his Brother went to London upon 


ſome Buſineſs, and the Family being out a Viſiting, 
juſt as it happened before, and as indeed was often 
the Caſe, he came according to his Cuſtom to ſpend 
an Hoyr or Two with Mrs. Betty. | 

*Wrurtn he had fate down a while, he eaſily 
perceived there was an Alteration in my Counte- 
n3irce, that I was not fo free and pleaſant with 


him, 
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him, as I uſed to be, and particuiarly, that I had 
been a Crying; he was not loug before he took 
Notice of it, and ask'd me in very kind Terms 
what was the Matter, and if any thing tronbled 
me: I would have put it off if 1 conld, but it 
was not to be conceal d; ſo after ſuffering many 
Importunities to draw that ont of me, which I 
long'd as much as poſſible to diſcbſe, I told him 
that it was true, eee did trouble me, and 
ſomething of ſuch a Nature, that 1 could hardly con- 
ceal from him, and yet that I could not tell how to tell 
him of it neither ; that ic was a thing that not only 
ſurpriz d me, but greatly perplext me, and that F 
knew not what Courſe to take, unleſs he would direct 
me: He told me with great Tenderneſs, that let 


it be what it would, I ſhop!d net let it trouble me, 
vor he would protect me from all the worm. + _ 
I then began at a Diſtance, and told him I was 
afraid the Ladies had got ſome ſecret laformation 
of our Correſpondence ; for that it was eaſy to ſee 
That their Conduct was very much chang'd towards 
me, and that now it was come to paſs, that they i 
frequently found Fault with me, and ſometimes fell 
quite out with me, tho* I never gave them the 
Igaſt Occalion: That whercas, I us'd always to 
lye with the Eldeſt Siſter I was lately put to lye If 
by my ſelf, or with one of the Maids; and that! 
had over-heard them ſeveral times talking very 
unkindly about me; but that which confirm'd it 
all was, that one of the Servants had told me that 
ſhe had heard I was to he turn'd ont, and that it 
was not fate for the Family, that I ſhouid be any ̃⁊⁵ 
logger in the Houle. | 

H + ſmil'd when he heard of this, and Iask'd him 
how he could make fo light of it, when he muſt 
need know, that if there was any Diſcovery, | was 
undone, and that it would hurt him, tho? not 
Ruin him, as it would me: I upb-ailed him, that 
| he 
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8 * was like the reſt of his Sex, that when they had 
the Character of a Woman at their Mercy, #5: 
times made it their Jeſt, and at leaſt Jook upon 
it as a Trifle, and counted the Ruin of tnoſe they 
had had their Will of, as a thing oi no Value. 
He ſa me warm aid ſerious, and he 22 
his stile immediately; he teld me, he was ſorry ! 
| mould have ſoch a thought of bim; that he had 

1 never given me the leaſt Occaſion for it, but had 
been as tender of my Reputation, as he could be 
ol his own , that he was {ure our Correſpondence 
had Leen managed with ſo much Addreſs, that not 
ene. Cre... re in the Family had ſo much as a Suſ- 
picion of it; that if he ſmil'd when I told him my 
Thougats, it was at the Afurance'he lately re- 
ceiv'd, that our underſtanding one another, was 
not ſo en as gneſs'd at, and chat when he had 

told me, how much Reaſon he had to be Ealy, I 
"ſhould ſmile as he did, for he gas very certain, it 
would give me a full Satislaction. 

Tus a Miſtery I cannot underſtand, ſays 7, 
or how it ſhould he to my Satisfaction, that I am 
to be turn d ont of Doors; fer if our Correſpon- 

*dence is not diſcover d, I know not what elſe I 
have done to change the Faces of the whole Fa- 
mily to me, who formerly uſed me with fo much 
Tendernoſs, as if I had been one of their own Chil- 
dren, 

W + V look you Child, ſays he That they are un- 
eaſy abort yo#, that is true, but that they have the lcaſf 
Suſpicien 0 T0 Caſe as it is, and as it reſeds you and 
J, is jo | fem being trus, that they ſuſpett my 
Bro: 21 N. n, and, in ſport, they 05 fully perſwaded 
be malen Love to you : Nay, the Foc! ba: dus it inte 
rhei ade too 0: * for be is eommually Bantrinz 


then about it, and making a Jeſt of himſelf; I confeſs 
T th th he is wrong to do fo, becaiſe he cannot but ſee 
it Þ exes them, and makes them unkind to 8 but "tis 
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a Satisfaction to me, becauſe of the Aſſurance it gives 
me, that they do not ſuſpect me in the leaſt, and I hope 
this will be to your Satisfafiion ter. 

So it is, I, one way, but this does not reach 
my Caſe at all, nor is this the chief Thing that 
troubles me, tho' [ have heen concern'd about that 
too: What is it thea, /ays he? With which, I fell in- 
to Tears, and could BY nothing to him at all: He 
ſtrove to pacitie me all he could, but began at laſt to 
be very preiling upon me, to tell what it u as; at laſt 
T anſwer' d, that I thought [ ought to tell him t oo, 
and that he had ſome right to know it, beſides, that 
I wanted his Direction in the Caſe, for I was in ſuch 


Perplexity, that I knew not what Courſe to take, and 


then I related the whole Affair to him: Jed him, 
how imprudently his Brother kad manag'd bimfel;,in 
making himſelf fo Publick ; for that it he had kept 
it a Secret, could but hive denied him Poſitively, 
without giving any Reaſon for it, and he would in 
Time have ceas'd his Sollicttations; but that he had 
the Vanity, firſt, to depend upon it that Would not 
deny him, and then had taken the Freedom to tell 
his Deſign to the whole Houle, 


[told him, how far I had reſiſted him, and how ſincere 


and honourahle his Offers were; but fays 1, my Caſe 
will be doubly hard; tor as they carry it Il to me 
now, becaule he deſires to have me, they carry it 
worſe when they ſhall find I have deny d him; and 
they will preſently ſay, there's ſomethiag elſe in it, 
and that I am marry'd alrcady to ſumebody elſe, or 
that I would never refuſe a Match ſo much above 
me as this was. 

T nis Diſcourſe ſurpriz'd him indeed very much: 
He told me, that it was a critical Point indeed for me 


to manage, aud he did not fee which way thould get 


out of it; but he would cauſider oi it, aud let me 
know next time we met, what Retfointion he was 
come to about it; and in the mean time, deſir'd I 

would 
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1 
would not give my Conſent to his Brother, nor yet 
give him a flat Denial, but that I would hold him 
in Suſpence a while. | 

I ſeem'd to ſtart at his faying, I ſhould not give 
him my Conſent ; 7 told him, he knew very well, I 
had no Conſent to give; that he had ingag'd himſelf 
to marry me. and that I was thereby ingag'd to 
Him; that he had all along told me, I was his Wife, 
and I look'd upon my ſelf as effectually ſo, as if the 
Ceremony had paſs'd ; and that it was from his own 
Mouth that I did ſo, he having all along perſuaded 

me to call my ſelf his Wife. 1 
WVßI I. my Dear, ſays he, don't be concern'd at 
that now, if I am not your Husband, I'll be as good 


as a Husband to you, and do not let thoſe Megs 


trouble you now, but let me look a little farther in- 
to this Affair, and I mall be able to ſay more next 
time we meet. 7 | | 

Hs pacify*d me as well as he could with this, but 
1 found he was very Thoughtful, and that tho? he was 
very kind to me, and kiſs'd me a thouſand Times, 
and more I believe, and gave me Money too, yet he 
offer d no more all the while we were together, which 
was above two Hours, and which 1 much wonder d 


at, conſidering how it us'd to be, and what Oppor- 
tunity we had- 


His Brother did not come from London, for five 


or ſix Days, and it was two Days more, before he 


got an Opportunity to talk with him; but then get- 
ting him by himſelf, he talk'd very cloſe to him a- 


bout it; and the ſame Evening found Means (for we 


had a long Conference together) to repeat all their 
Diſcourſe to me, which as near as I can remember, 
was to the purpoſe following. He told him he heard 


ſtrange News of him ſince he went, (viz.) that he 
made Love to Mrs. Betty : Well, ſays his Brother, a 
little angrily, And what then ? What has any body 
to do with that? Nay, ſays his Brother, don't be 


angry 


* 


angry Robin, don't pretend to have any thing to 


do with it; but | find they do concern themſelves a- 
bout it, and that they have uſed the poor Git! IN] a- 
bout it, wich | ſnonld take as done to my ſelf; Who 


do you mean by THEY ? ſays Robin, I mean my Mo- 


ther, and the Girls, ſays the elder Brother. 

, Bo bark ye, ſays las Brother, are you in Earneſt, 
do you really Love the Girl? Why then, ſays Robin, 
Iwill be tree with yon, I do Love her above all the 
Women in the World, and I will have her, let ther 
ſay do what they will, I believe the Girl will 
nor de 17 me. . 


cuck me to the Heart when he told me this, for 


tit was moſt rational to think I would not deny 


lum, yet 1 knew in my own Conſcience, I muſt and 
Ih my Ruin in my being oblig'd to do ſo; but 7 
knee it was my buſineſs to Talk otherwiſe then, fo 
T interrupted him in his Story thus: Ay! ſaid 1, 
does he think I cannot deny him? but he ſhall find 
I c2n deny him for all that. Well my dear, ſays he, 
but let me give you the whole Story as it went on 
between us, and then ſay what you will, 

4 Th E r. he went on and told nes that he reply'd 
thus: But Brother, you know She has nothing, and 
you may have ſeveral Ladies with good Fortunes: 
"Tis no matter for that, /ai4 Robin, 1 Love the Girl; 
and I will never pleaſe my Pocket in Marrying, and 
not pleaſe my Fancy; and ſo my Dear, adds hc, there 
is no oppoling him. 37 | 

Tes, yes, ſays J. I can oppoſe him, I have learnt 
to ſay NO now, tho' I had not learnt it before; 
if the beſt Lord in the Land offer d me Marriage 
now, I could very chearfully ſay NO to him. 

Wr r, but my Dear, ſays he, What can you ſay 
to him? You know, as you ſaid before, he will ask 
you many Queſtions about it, and all the Houſe will 
wonder what the meaning of it ſhould be. | 

Wur ſays J, ſmiling, I can ſtop all their Mouths at 
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one Clap, by telling him and them too, that I am 
Married already to his elder Brother. 

HE ſmil'd a little too at the Word, but I could 
ſee it Startled him, and he could not hide the diſor- 
der it put him into; however, he return'd, Why tho” 
that may be true in ſome Senſe, yet 1 ſuppoſe you 
are but in Jeſt, when you talk of giving ſuch an 
Anſwer as that, it may not be convenient on many 
Accounts. 

No, no, ſays Ipleaſantly, Tam not ſo fond of let - 
ting that Secret come out, without your Conſent. 

Bur what then can you ſay to them, ſays he, when 
they find you poſitive againſt a Match, which would 
be apparently ſo much to your Advantage? Why 
ſays I, ſhould I be at a loſs? Firſt I am not oblig'd to 
give them any Reaſon, on the other hand, I may 
tell them, I am Married already, and ſtop there, 
and that will be a full Stop too to him, for he can 
have no Reaſon to ask one Queſtion after it. 

A x, ſays he, but the whole Houſe will teize you 
about that, and if you deny them poſſitively, they will 
be diſoblig'd at you, and Suſpicious beſides. 

War, /ays1, What can I do? What would you 
have me do? I was in ſtrait enough before, as I told 
you, and acquainted you with the Circumſtances, that 
might have your Advice. 

My dear, ſays he, I have been conſidering very 
much upon it, you may be ſure, and tho' the Advice 
has many Mortifications in it to me, and may at firſt 
ſeem Strange to you, yet all Things conſider'd, I ſee 
no better way for you, than to let him go on; and 
if you find him hearty and in Earneſt, Marry him. 

I gave him a look full of Horror at thoſe Words, 
and turning Pale as Death, was at the very point of 
ſinking down out of the Chair I fat in: When giving 
a ſtart, my Dear, ſays he aloud, What's the matter 
with you? Where are you a going ? and a-great 
many ſuch Things; and with joging and calling to 

me, 


1 


me, fetch'd me a little to my ſelf, tho” it was good 
while before I fully recover d my Senſes, and was 
not able to ſpeak for ſeveral Minutes. 55 

Wur x I was fully recover'd he began again; My 
dear, ſays he, I would have you conſider ſeriouſly of 
it? you may ſee plainly how the Family ſtand in this 
Caſe, and they would be ſtark Mad if it was my 
Caſe, as it is my Brother's, and for ought I ſee, it 
would be my Ruin and yours too. 

Av! ſays I, ſtill ſpeaking angrily; Are all your. 
Proteſtations and Vows to be ſhaken by the diſlike of 
the Family? Did I not always object that to you, 
and you made a light thing of it, as what you were 
above, and would not Value; and is it come to this 
now ? Is this your Faith and Honour, your Love, 
and the Solidity of your Promiſes ? 

H « continued perfectly Calm, notwithſtanding all 
my Reproaches, and I was not ſparing of them at 
all; but he replyd at laſt, My Dear, I have not 
broken one Promiſe with you yet; 1 did tell you l 
would Marry yon when I was come to my Eſtate ; 
but you ſee my Father is a hail healthy Man, and 
may live theſe thirty Years ſtill, and not be Older 
than ſeveral are round us in the Town; and you ne- 
ver propos'd my Marrying you ſooner, becauſe you 
know it might be my Ruin; and as to the reſt, I have 
not fail'd you in any thing. 

I could not deny a Word of this, but why then, 
fays I, can you perſwade me to ſuch a horrid ſtop, 
as leaving you, ſince you have not left me? WiIII 
you allow no Affection, no Love on my Side, where 
there has been ſo much on your Side? Have I made 
you no Returns? Have I given no Teſtimony of my 
Sincerity, and of my Paſſion? Are the Sacrifices I 
have made of Honour and Modeſty to you, no Proof 
of my being ty d to you in Bonds too ſtrong to be 
broken ? | : 

Bur here my Dear, ſays he, you may come into 2 
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Tafe Station, and appear with Honour, and the Re- 
membrance of what we have done, may be wrapt up 
in an eternal Silence, as if it had never happen'd 3 
yeu ſhall always have my ſincere Affection, only then 
it ſhall be Honeſt, and perfectly Juſt to my Brother, 
you ſhall be my Dear Siſter, as now you are my 
| Dear——and there he ſtop'd. 
Vous dear Whore; ſays I, you would have ſaid, 
and you might as well have ſaid it; but I underſtand 
you : However, I deſire you to remember the long 
* Diſcourſes you have had with me, and the many 
Hour's pains you have taken to perſwade me to be- 
lieve my ſelf an honeſt Woman; that I was your 
Wife intentionally, and that it was as effectual a 
Marriage that had paſs'd between us, as if we had 
been publickly Wedded by the Parſon of the Pariſh; 
-you know theſe have been your own Words to me. 
found this was a little too cloſe upon him, but 
made it up in what follows; he ſtood ſtock ſtill for 
2 while, and faid nothing, and 1 went on thus; you 
cannot, ſays I, without the higheſt injuſtice believe 
that I yielded upon all theſe Perſwaſions without a 
Love not to be queſtioned, not to be ſhaken again 
by any thing that could happen afterward: If you 
have ſuch diſhonourable Thoughts of me, J muſt ask 
you what Foundation have I given for ſuch a Sug- 
geſtion. 
Fx then l have yielded to the Importuaities of my 
Affection; and i: I have been perſwaded to believe 
That I am realiy your Wife, ſhall I now give the Lye 
do al thoſe Arguments, and call my ſelf your Whore, 
5: Miſtreſs, Which is the ſame thing? And will you 
"raus'er me to your Brother? Can you Transfer 
y Affection? Can you bid me ceaſe loving you, and 
4 we love him? is it in my Power think you, to 
de ſuch a Change at Demand? No Sir, /aid J, 
depend upon It tis impoſſible, and whatever the 
© a: ze of your Side may be, I will ever be true; 
| : | and 
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and I had much rather, ſince it is come that unhap- 
5 be your Whore than your Brother's 
ife. 

Hs appear'd pleas'd, and touch'd with the impreſ- 
ſion of this laſt Diſcourſe, and told me that he tod 
where he did before; that he had not been Unfaich- 
ful to me in any one Promiſe he had ever mad yer, 


but that there were ſo many terrible things preſzated 


themſelves to his View in the Affair berore wes 
that he had thought of the other as a Remedy, only 
that he thought this would not he an entire parting 
us, but we might love as Friends all our Days, and 
perhaps with more Satisfaction than we ſhould inth« 

Station we were now in: That he durſt ſay, l cou! 
not apprehend any thing from him, as to betrayin: 
a Secret, which could not but be the Deſtruction of 


us both if it came out : That he had but one Queſtion 


to ask of me, that could lye in the way of it, and it 


that Queſtion was anſwer'd, he could not but think 
{ill it was the only Step | could + © os 

I gueſs'd at his Queſtioa preſently, viz. Whether 1 
was not with Child? As to that, Irold him, he need not 
be concern'd about it, for I was not with Child : ; why 
then my Dear, /ays he, we have no time to Talk far- 
ther now ; Conſider of it, I cannot but be of the G- 
pinion ſtill, that it will be the beſt Courſe you can 
take ; dad with this, he took his Leave, and - he 
more haſtily too, his Mother and Siſter's Ringing at 
the Gate, juſt at the Moment he had riſen up to go, 

H x left me in the utmoſt Confuſion o Thonghr ; 

and he eaſily perceiy'd it the next Day, and all the 
reſt of the Week, but he had no Opportunity te come 
at me all that Week, till the Sunday after, when { 
being indiſpos'd did not go to Church, and he mak = 
ſome Excule ſtay'd at Home. 

Ap now he had me an Hour and Half again +: 
my ſelf, and we fell into the fame Argument: ; 1 on 
yer again; ; at laſt, I ash 2 warnly, What Opins- 
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on he muſt have of my Modeſty, that he could ſup- 
poſe, I ſhould ſo much as entertain a thought of lying 
with two Brothers? And aſſur'd him it could never 


be: I added, if he was to tell me that he would never 
ſee me more, than, which nothing but Death could 
be more Terrible, yet I could never entertain 
a Thought ſo Diſhonourable to my ſelf, and fo Baſe 
to him; and therefore, I entreated him if he had one 
Grain of Reſpect or AfﬀeQion left for me, that he 
would ſpeak no more of it to me, or that he would 
pull his Sword out and Kill me. Heappear'd ſurpriz'd 
at my Obſtinacy, as he call'd it, told me I was unkind 
to my ſelf, and unkind to him in it; that it was a Cri- 
ſis unlook'd for upon us both, but that he did not ſee 
any other way to ſave us both from Ruin, and there- 
fore he thought it the more Unkind ; but that if he 
muſt ſay no more of it to me, he added with an un- 
uſual Coldneſs, that he did not know any thing elſe 
we had to talk of; and fo he roſe up to take his 
leave ; I roſe up too, as if with the ſame indifference, 
but when he came to give me as it were a parting 
Kiſs, I burſt out into ſuch a Paſſion of Crying, that 
tho' I would have ſpoke, I could not, and only preſ- 
ſing his Hand, ſeem'd to give him the Adieu, but 
cry'd vehemently. 
H was ſenſibly mov'd with this; fo he fat down 
again, and ſaid a great many kind things to me, but 
ſtill urg'd the neceſſity of what he had propoſed; 
all the while inſiſting, that if I did refuſe, he would 
notwithſtanding proyide for me; but letting me 
plainly ſee, that he would decline me in the main 
Point ; nay, even as a Miſtreſs; making it a point 
of Honour not tolye with the Woman, that for ought 
he knew, might one time or other come to be his 
Brother's Wife. | | . 
Tuk bare loſs of him as a Gallant was not ſo 
much my Affliction, as the loſs of his Perſon, whom 
indeed I lov'd to Diſtraction ; and the loſs of all = 
X* 
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Expectations I had, and which I always built = 
Hopes upon, of having him one Day for my Husband: 
d 


Theſe things oppreſs'd my Mind ſo much, that in 
ſhort, the agonies of my Mind, threw me into a high 
Fever, and long it was, that none in the Family ex- 
pected my Life. | | 

I was reduc'd very low indeed, and was often De- 
lirious ; but nothing lay ſo near me, as the fear, that 
when I was light Headed, I ſhould fay ſomething or 
other to his Prejudice; I was diſtreſs'd in my Mind alſo 
to ſee him, and ſo he was to ſee me, for he really loy'd 
me moſt paſſionately; but it could not be; there was 
not the leaſt Room to deſire it on one ſide, or other. 

Ir was near five Weeks that I kept my Bed, and 
tho' the violence of my Fever abated in three 
Weeks, yet it ſeveral times return'd; and the Phy- 
ſicians ſaid two or three times, they could do no more 
for me, but that they muſt leave Nature and the 
Diſtemper to fight it out: After the end of five 
Weeks | grew better, but was ſo weak, fo alter'd, 
and recover'd ſo ſlowly, that the Phyſicians appre- 
hended I ſhould go into a Conſumption 3 and which 
vex'd me moſt, they gave their Opinion, that my 
Mind was oppreſs'd, that ſomething troubl'dm e, 
and in ſhort, that I was In Love; upon this, the 
whole Houſe ſet upon me to preſs me to tell, whe- 
ther | was in Love or not, and with who? but as [ 
well might, I deny'd my being in Love at all. 

Tur x had on this Occaſion a Squable one Day 
about me at Table, that had like to put the whole 
Family in an Uproar, they happen'd to be all at Tabe, 
but the Father; as for me I was Ill, and in my Cham- 
ber : At the beginning of the Talk, the old Gentle- 
woman who had ſent me ſomewhat to Eat, bid her 
Maid go up, and ask me if I would have any more; 
but the Maid brought down Word, I had not Eaten 
half what ſhe had ſent me already, Alas, ſays the 
old Lady, that poor Girl; I am afraid ſhe will never 
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1 vi be well. Well ! ſays the elder Brother, How hou]? >» 7 
I] c Betty be well, they hw ſhe 1 is in Love! ry | zelie-c ao © " 


1 of it ſays the old Gentleman. | don't rw, T 
ql eldeſt Siſter, what to ſay to it, they! cc oh 
cd a rout about her being ſo Handiome, an 16 m- 
1 ing, and I know not what, and tha r- 218 
[| tod, that has turn'd the Creatures ki. e, 
J' and who knows what poſſeſſions may fe 10 


ings ? for my Part I don't know a hat 0.4 4 er it. 

Wu r Siſter, you muſt acknowledge ſhe 1s very 
Handfome, ſays the elder Brot her. Ay, and a grear Ceal 
Hand ſomer than you Siſter, /ay: Robin, ans thr £ your 

| Mortification. Well, well, that is not the Queition, 
fays bis Siſter, the Girl is well enough, and ſhe knows 
it, ſhe need not be told of it to make her Vain. 

We don't talk of her being Vain, Jays toe elder 
Brother, but of her being in Love; may be the is in 
Love with herſelf, it ſeems my Siſters thiak ſo. 

I would ſhe was in Love with me, ſays Robin, I'd 
quickly put her out of her Pain. What d' ye mean 

by that Son ? fays the old Lady, how can you 5 ſo? 
Why Madam, ſays Robin again, very honeſtly, do 

you think I'd let the poor Girl die for Love, and of 
ne too that is ſo near at hand to be had. tye Bro- 
ther, ſays the. ſecond Siſter, how can vou talk. ſo? n 
Would you take a Creature that has not aGroat in the 4 
World? Prithee Child, /ay; Robin, Beauty*s a Por- 
tion, and good Humonr with it, is a double Portion; ; 
I wiſh thou hadſt half her Stock of both for thy Por- 
tion: So there was her Mouth ſtop'd. 

| find, ſays the eldeſt Siſter, it Betty is not in Love, 
my Brother is; b wonder he has not broke his Mind 
to Betty, I warrant ſhe won't ſay NO. They that 
yield when they are ask'd, /ays Robin, are one ſtep 
before them that were never ask d to yield, and two 
Steps before them that yield before they arc ask'd : 

And that's an Anſwer to you Siſter. 

1 41 $ fir'd the ws m ſhe flew into a _ 
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(41) 
and faid, things were come to that paſs, that it was 
time the Wench, meaning me, was out of the Family; 
and but that ſhe was not fit to be turn'd out, ſhe hop'd 
her Father and Mother would conſider of it, as ſoon 

as ſhe could be remov'd 
Robin reply'd, That was for- the Maſter and 
Miſtreſs of the Family, who were not to be taught 


by One, that had ſo little ſudgment as his eldeftSiſter. 
I run up a great deal farther ; the Siſter 5cold- 


ed. Robin Rally'd and Banter'd, but poor Berry loſt 
Ground by it extreamly in the Family; IJ heard of 
it, and cry'd hear-i\v, and the old Lady came up 
to me, ſome body having told her that 1 was {9 much 
concern'd about it: I complain'd co her, that it was 
very herd the Doctors ſhould paſs ſuch a Cenſure 
upon me, for which they had no Ground; and that 
it was ſtill harder, conſidering the Circumſtances J 
was under in the Family; that I bop'd 1 had done no- 
thing to leſſen her Eſteem for me, or given any occa- 
ſion for the Bickering between her Sons 2nd Daughters; 
and I had more need to think of a Coffin, than of being 
in Love, and beg d ſhe would not letme ſuffer in her 
Opinion for an body's Miſtakes, but my o.. 

S ur was ſenſible of the Juſtice of what | ſaid, but 
told me, ſince there had been ſuch a Clamour among 
them, and that her younger Son talk'd after ſuch a 
rattling way as he did; ſhe defir'd 1 would be fo 
Faithful to her, as to Anſwer her but one Queſtion 
ſincerely ; 1 told her I would, and with the utmoſt 
Plaineſs and Sincerity: Why then the Queſtion was, 
Whether there was any thing between her Son Robers 
and me? I told her with all the Proteſtations of Sin- 
cerity that I was able to make, and as I night well do, 
that there was not, nor ever had been; TI rold her, 
that Mr. Robert had rattled and jeſted, as ſhe knew 


it was his way, and that 1 took it always as | ſup- 


pos'd he meant it, to be a wildalry way of Diſconrſe 
that had no Signiſication in it; And aſſured her, that 
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there was not the leaſt tittle of what ſhe under{t626-: 
by it between us; and that thoſe who had Suggeſted © 

it, had done me a great deal of Wrong, and Mr. 
Robert no Service at all. 
Tu x old Lady was fully ſatisfy'd, and kiſs'd me, 
ſpoke chearfully to me, and bid me take care of my 
Health, and want for nothing, and fo took her leave: 
But when ſhe came down, ſhe found the Brother and 
all his Siſters together by the Ears; they were angry 
even to Paſſion, at his upbraiding them with their 
beingHomely.and having never had any Sweet hearts, 
never having been ask d the Queſtion, their being ſo 
forward as almoſt to ask firſt, and the lite: He ralli- 
ed them with Mrs. Betty; how Pretty, how good 
Humour'd, how ſhe Sung better than they did, and 
Danc'd better. and how much Handſomer ſhe was; 
and in doing this, he-ommitted no IlI-natur'd Thing 
that could vex them, The old Lady came down in 
the height of it, and to ſtop it, told them the Diſ- 
courſe ſhe had had with me, and how I anſwer'd, that 
there was nothing between Mr. Robert and I, 
Sux's wrong there, ſays Robin, for if there was not 
a great deal between us, we ſhould be cloſer toge- 
ther than we are: told her I Lov'd her hugely, 
ſays he, but I could never made the Jade believe 
was in Earneſt, I do not know how you ſhould, /ays 
his Mother, no body in their Senſes could believe you 
were in Earneſt, to Talk ſo to a poor Girl, whoſe 
Circumſtances you know ſo well. 


Bur Prithee Son, adds ſhe,fince you tell us you could 


not make her believe you were in Earneſt, what muſt 
we believe about it? for you ramble ſo in your Dif 
courſe, that no body knows whether you are in Earneſt 
or in Jeſt : But as 1 find the Girl by your own Con- 
feſſion has anſwer'd truly, I wiſh you would do ſo 
too, and tell me ſeriouſly, ſo that I may depend up- 
on it; Is there any thing init or no? Are you in 
Earneſt or no? Are you Diſtracted indeed, or are pay 

' not 
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„ Tis a weighty Queſtion, I wiſh you would 
make us eaſy about it. 

By my Faith Madam, ſays Robin, tis in vain to 
mince the Matter, or tell any more Lyes about it, 
I am in Earneſt, as much as a Man is, that's going 
to be Hang'd. If Mrs. Berty would ſay ſhe Loy'd 
me, and that ſhe would Marry me, I'd have her to 
morrow Morning faſting ; and ſay, To have, and to 
hold, inſtead of eating my Breakfaſt. 

Wer L, ſays the Mother, Then there's one Son loſt; 
and ſhe ſaid it in a very mournful Tone, as one great- 
ly concern'd at it. I hope not Madam, ſays Robin, 
no Man 1s loſt, when a good Wife has found him. 


Why but Child, ſays the old Lady, ſhe is a Beggar. - 


' Why then Madam, ſhe has the more need of Chari- 
ty ſays Robin; Fl take her off the hands of the Pa- 
Tiſh, and ſhe and I'll. Beg together. Its bad Jeſting 


with ſuch things, ſays the Mother. I don't Jeſt Madam, 


ſays Robin: We'll come and beg your Pardon, Madam; 
and your Bleſſing Madam, and my Father's. This 
is all out of the way Son, ſays the Mot her, if you 


are in Earneſt you are Undone. I am afraid not, ſays ' 


he, for Jam really afraid ſne won't have me, after all 
my Siſters huffing, I believe 1 ſhall never be able to 
perſuade her to It. 

THrar's a fine Tale indeed, ſhe is not fo far 
gone neither, Mrs. Betty is no Fool, fays the yorng- 
eſt Siſter, do you think ſhe has learn'd to ſay N ö. 
any more than other People? No, Mrs. Mirth -Mit, 
lays Robin, Mrs. Betty's no Fool, but Mrs. Betty 
may. be engaged ſome other way, And what then ? 
Nay, ſay the eldeſt Siſter, we can ſay nothing to that, 
Who muſt it be to then? She is never out of the 
Doors, it muſt be between you. I have nothing to ſay 
to that, ſays Robin, I have been examined enough 
there's my Brother, if it muſt be besween us, go 
to work with him. | 

TH1s ſtung the elder Brother to the Quick, © 

e 
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he concluded that Robin had diſcover'd ſomething: 
However, he kept himſelf from »ppearin r 


Prithee, Jays he, Don't go fo ſham vort Trorirs lf 
upon me, I tell you, I dea in © 1 
have nothing to ſay to no 2. 


riſn; and wit}: thor he roſe up aud 2 
fays; the eldeſt Siſter, dare anſwer tor u 
he knows the World better. 

Tavs the Diſcourſe ended; bur it left the . 
deft Brother quite confounded : He concluded his 
Brother had made a full Diſcovery, and he began 
to doubt, whether I had beea concern'd in ir, or 
not; but with all his Manageme it, he could not 
bring it about to get at me; at laſt he was & 
perplex'd, that he was quite Deſperate, and r-fly{ 
he would ſee me whatever came of it: In order to 


Ay >! 1 UL, 


this, he contriv'd it ſo, that one Day after Dinner, 


watching his eldeft Siſter, till he could ſee her po 
up Stairs, he runs after her, Hark ye Siſter, ſay hs 
Where is this fick Woman ? may not a Body ſe 
her? Tes, ſays the Siſter, I believe you may, but let 
me go in firſt a little, and I'll tell yon; fo ſhe rin 
up to the Door, and gave me Notice, and preſent- 
ly call'd to him again: Brother, ſays ſhe, you may 
come in if you pleaſe; ſo in he came, juſt in the 
ſame kind of Rant: Vyell, ſays he, at the Door, 4 
he came in. Where's this fick Body that's in Love 
How do ye do Mrs. Betty, I would have got up out 
of my Chair, but was ſo weak I could not for a good 
while; and he ſaw it and his Siſter too, and ſhe 
faid, Come do not ſtrive to ſtand up, my Brother dc; 
fires no Ceremony, eſpecially, now you are ſo Weak 
No, no, Ars. Betty, Pray ſit ſtill, ſays he, and ſo ſits 
himſelf down in a Chair over againſt me, and appear d 
as if he was mighty Merry. | 2 

Hir talk'd a deal of rambling Stuff to his Siſter, 
and to me, ſometimes of one thing, ſometimes ano- 
ther, on purpoſe to amuſe her, and gyery no 2 


you 
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then would turn it upon the old Story: Poor Ari 
Betty, ſays he, It is a ſad thing to be in Love, why it 
has reduced you ſadly ;, at laſt I ſpoke a little, I am 
glad to ſee you ſo merry, Sir, /ays I, but | think the 
Dockor might have found ſomething better to do, 
than to make his Game of his atients: If | had 
been Ilm of no other Diſtemper, I know the Pro- 


verb too well to have let him come to me: What 
Proverb, ſays he? What, 


* Where Love is the Caſe, 
© The Doctor's an Aſs. 


Is not that it Mrs. Berty? I ſmill'd, and faid 
nothing: Nay, ſays he, I think the Effect has prov'd 
it to be Love; for it ſeems the Doctor has done 
you little Service, you mend very ſlowly, they ſay, 
doubt there's ſomewhat in it Mrs. Betty, I doubt 

you are ſick of the Incurables, I ſmil'd and ſaid, No, 
indeed Sir, that's none of my Diſtemper. 

Wes had a deal of ſuch Diſcourſe, and ſometimes 
others that ſignified as little; by and by he ask'd 
me to ſing them a Song; at which I ſmild, and 
laid, my ſinging Days were over: At laſt he ask'd 
me, if he ſhould Play upon his Flute to me; his 
viſcer ſaid ſhe believ d my Head could not bear it; 
| | bow'd and faid, Pray Madam do not hinder it, I 

love the Flute very much; then his Siſter ſaid, well 
do then Brother; with that he pull'd out the Key 
of his Cloſet, Dear Siſter, /ays he, I am very Lazy, 
do ſtep and fetch my Flute, it lies in ſuch a 
Drawer, naming a Place where fe was ſure it was 
not, that ſhe might be a little while a looking for it. 
As ſoon as ſhe was gone, he related the whole 
Story to me of the Diſcourſe his Brother had about 
me, and his concern about it, which was the Reaſon 
| Ot his contriving this Vifit. I aſſured him, I had 

never opened my Mouth, either to his Brother, or 
© any Body elle: 1 told him the dreadiul Exi- 


gence 


(46) 


gencelI was in; that my Love to him, and his offer 
ing to have me forget that Affection, and remoye 
it to another, had thrown me down; and that! 
had a Thouſand times wiſh'd I might Dye, rather 
than Recover, and to have the ſame Circumftaces 
to ſtruggle with as I had before: I added, that! 
foreſaw, that as ſoon as I was well, I muſt quit the 
Family, and that as for marrying his Brother,! 
abhor'd the thoughts of it, after what had been 
my Cate with him, and that he might depend up- 
on it, I would never ſee his Brother again upon 
that Subject: That it he would break all his Von! 
and Oaths, and Engagements with me, be that he- 
tween his Conſcience and himſelf: But he ſhould 
never be able to ſay, that I who he had perſwadel 
to call my ſelf his Wife, and who had given hin 
the Liberty to uſe me as a Wife,' was not as Faithful 
to him as a Wife ought to be, whatever he might be 
To me. | 

HE was going to reply, and had ſaid, That he 
was ſorry I could not be perſwaded, and was a gv- 
ing to ſay more, but he heard his Sifter a coming, 
and ſo did I; and yet I forced ont theſe few Words 
as a reply, That I could never be perſwaded ty 
Love one Brother, and Marry the other: He ſhook 
his Head and ſaid, Then I am ruin d, meaning him- 
ſelf; and that Moment his Siſter enter'd the Room, 
and told him ſhe could not find the Flute: Wel 
ſays he merrily, This Lazineſs won't do, ſo he gets up 
and goes himſelf to look for it, but comes back 
without it too, not but that he could have found it, 
but he had no mind to Play; and beſides, the Er: 
rand he ſent his Siſter on was anſwer'd another 
way; for he only wanted to ſpeak to me, which he 
had done, tho' not much to his Satisfaction. 

[ had however a great deal of Satisfaction in ha- 
ving ſpoken my Mind to him in Freedom, and with 
fuch an honeſt Flaineſs, as I kaye related and tho 
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it did not at all work the way I deſired, that is to ſay, 
to oblige the Perſon to me the more; yet it took 
from him all Poſſibility of quitting me, but by a 
down right breach of Honour, and giving up all 
the Faith of a Gentleman which he had ſo often 


engaged by, never to abandon me, but to make me 


his Wife as ſoon as he came to his Eſtate. 

| x was not many Weeks after this, before I 
was about the Houſe again, and began to grow well; 
but I continued Melancholly and Retir'd, which a- 
maz'd the whole Family, except he that knew the 
Reaſon of it; yet it was a great while before he 
took any Notice of it, and I, as backward to ſpeak 


as he, carried as reſpectfully to him, but never of- 


ferd to ſpeak a Word that was Particular 
of any kind whatſoever ; and this continued for 
Sixteen or Seventeen Weeks; fo that as I expeQ- 


Jed cvery Day to be diſmiſs'd the Family, on Ac- 


count of what Diſtaſte they had taken another 
way, in which I had no Guilt, I expected to hear 
no more of this Gentleman, after all his ſolemn 
Vows, but to be ruin'd and abandon'd. 

Ar laſt I broke the way my ſelf in the Family, 
for my Removing ; for being talking ſeriouſly with 
the old Lady one Day, about my own Circumſtan- 


| ces, and how my Diſtemper had left a Heavineſs 


upon my Spirits: The old Lady faid, I am afraid 


| Betty, what I have ſaid to you about my Son, has 


had ſome Influence upon you, and that you are 
Melancholly on his Account; Pray will you let me 
know how the Matter ſtands with you both ? If 
It may not be improper, for as for Robin, he does 
nothing but Rally and Banter when I ſpeak of it 
to him: Why truly Madam, ſaid I, that Matter 


ſtands as 1 wiſh it did not, and I ſhall be very 


dincere with you in it, whatever befalls me. Mr. 
Robert has ſeveral times propos'd Marriage to me, 
Which is what I had no Reaſon to expect, my poor 


* * 
| *4 
+ 
: 75 
3 
7 { 
+ 
1 vl 
4 
4} 
1 0 
4 
1 U 
4 
on F< 
1 
3+ þ 
1 
1 1 
19 A 
17 . 
* 
© BE 
"== 
5 95 x 
8 7 
t 
6 4 
4, 
7 4 
Y 7 
Fi 
. 4 
| a 
\ 
 # 
T2: 
! 
. % 
= 
1 
D 
0 Fw 
, * 
2 
"= 
* 
* 
© 
5 
. 
: 


(48) 


Circumſtances conſider'd; but I have always reſiſted 
him, and that pernaps in Terms more poſlitive 
than b<ccaine me, conſidering, the Regard that ! 
ought to have for every Branch of your Family: 
But, ſais I. Madam, I could never ſo far forget 
my Obligetions to yon, and all your Houle, to of- 
fer to Conſent to a Thing which 3; knew muſt 
needs be Diſobliging to you, and have poſlitively 
told him, that would never entertain a J hought 
of tha: kind, unleſs I had your Conſent, and his 
Father's alſo, to whom I was bound by ſo many 
| Invincible Obligations. | 
, A xD is this poſſible Mrs. Betty, ſays the Old 
Lady? Then you have been much Juſter to us than 
we have been to yo; for we have all look'd upon you as 
a kins of a Snare to my Son; and I had a Propoſal 
to Male you, for your Removing for fear of it; but J 
had not yet mention d it to you, becauſe ] was afraid 
of ieving you too much, leaſt it ſhould th:ow you 
dom again, jor we have a Reſpect for you ſtill, the 
not ſo much as to have it be the Ruin of my Son; but 
if it be as you [iy, we have all wrong d you very much. 
As to the Iruth of what i ſay Madam, ſaid I.! 
refer to your Son himſelf, if he will do me any Ju- 
ſtice, he 51% tell you the Story juſt as i have told it. 
Aw a © 2.3 the Old Lady to her Daughters, and 
tells them © 2 whole cory, juſt as I had told it her, 
and t ey were ſurpris'd at it, you may be ſure, as 
I believ 4 they would be; one ſaid ſhe could ne- 
ver haze thouzht it. another ſaid Robin was a Fool; 
a Third ſai, ne would not believe a Word of it, 
and the would warrant that Robin would tell the 
Story another way; but the old Lady who was re- 
ſolv'd to go to the bottom of it, before I could have } 
the leaſt Opportunity of acquaiating her Son with 
what had paſs'd, reſolv'd too, that ſhe would taik 
with her Son immediately, and to that purpoſe 
ſeat for him, for he was gone but to a * : 
oy 


. 
Houſe in the Town, and upon her ſending he re- 
turned immediately. 

Ue ox his coming up to them, for they were all 
together, Sit down Robin, ſays the old Lady, | mult 
have ſome talk with you; with all my Heart, Ma- 
dim, ſays Robin, looking very Merry, 1 hope it is 
about a good Wife, for Jam at a great Loſs in that 
Aﬀiir : How can that be. /ays is Mother, did not 
you ſay you reſolv'd to have Mrs. Betty? Ay, Ma- 
dam, ſays Robin, but there is one that has forbid 
the Banns: Forbid the Banns, who can that be? 
Fren Mrs. Betty herſelf, fays Robin. How fo, 
ſay: his Mother, have you ask'd her the Quſtion 
then? Tes indeed Madam, ſays Robin, I have ar- 
tack'd her in Form five times ſince ſhe was Sick, 
and am beaten off; the jade is ſo ſtout, ſhe won't 
Capitulate, nor Yield upon any Terms, except ſuch 
as | can't effectually grant: Explain your elf, 


ſays the Mother, for I am ſurpris'd, do not under- 


ſtand you, I hope you are not in Earneſt. 

W nr, Madam, ſys he, the Ca'e is plain enough 
upon me, it explains its ſelf; ſhe won't have me, 
ſhe ſays, is not that plain enough? 1 think 'tis 
plain, and pretty rough too; Well, but, y the Mo- 
ther, you talk of Conditions, that you cannot grant, 
what does ſhe want a Settlement? Her Joynter 


onght to be according to her Portion; what does 


he bring? Nay, as to Fortune, fays Robin, ſhe 
is rich enough; lam ſatisfied in that Point; but 
tis I that am not able ro come up to ker Terms, 
and ſhe is poſſitive ſhe will not have me, without. 
Herr the Siſters put in, Madam, fays the Second 
der, £18 imp ſlihle to be ſerious with him, he 


* 
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never give a Cirett Anſwer to any thing; you 
had better let him alone, and talk no more of it, 
n 1 


972 was a little warm'd with his Siſter's Rudeneſs, 
but La 


ot he was eren with her preſently, there are wa 
E : ſo: ts 


Know how ta diſpoſe of ber ont of bis way, 
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forts of People, Madam, ſays he, turning to his Mo; 
ther, that there is no contending with, that is a 
wiſe Body and a Fool, tis a little hard I ſhould 
engage with both of them together. 

Tur younger Siſter then put in, we muſt be 
Foals indeed, ſays ſhe, in my Brother's Opinion, 
that he ſhould make us believe, he has ſeriouſly ask'd 
Mrs. Betty to marry him, and ſhe has refus'd him. 

Anſwer, and Anſwer not, ſays Solomon, reply her 
Brother : When your Brother had ſaid that he had 
ask'd her no leſs than five Times, and that ſhe 
poſſitiveiy denied hira, methinks a younger Siſter 
need not queſtion the Truth of it, when her Mo. 
ther did not: My Mother you ſee did not ut, 
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ERCE, ( Robin, gerween detiring me toe: 
it, ahd telling me ſhe did not belli 

WEL I but Son, ſays the Old Lady, it you art 
diſpoſed to let us into the Myſtery 2: 
were theſe hard Conditions? Yes Madaus 
Robin, | had done it before now, if the 
here had not worried me by way of Interruption: 


2 % 


The Conditions are, that I bring my Father and 


you to Conſent to it, and without that, ſhe protelts 
ſhe will never ſee me more upon that Head ; and 
the Conditions, as I ſaid, I ſuppoſe I ſhall never 
be able to Grant; I hope my warm Siſters will be 
anſwer'd now. and bluſh a little. 

Tuns Anſwer was ſurpriſing to them all. tho 
leſs to the Mother, becauſe of what I had faid to 
her ; as to the Daughters they ſtood Mute a great 
while; but the Mother ſaid with ſome Paſſion, 
Well I heard this before, br: I could not believe 
it, but if it is fo, then we have all done Ben) 
wrong, and ſhe has behav'd better than I expected; 
Nay, ſays the elde Siſter, if it is ſo, ſhe has acted 
Handſomely indeed: I confeſs, ſays the Mother, it 
was none of her Fault, i he was enough Fool to takea 
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fancy to her; but to give ſuch an Anſwer to him, 
ſhews more Reſpect to us, than I can tell how to 
expreſs ; I ſhall value the Girl the better for it, as 
long as I know her. But I ſhall not, ſays Robin, 
unleſs you will give your Conſent : I'll conſider of 
that a while, ſays the Mot her, I afſure you, if there 
were not ſome other Objections, this Conduct of 
hers would go a great way to bring me to Con- 
ſent: I wiſh it would go quite thro' with it, /ays 
Robin; if you had as much thought about making 
me eaſy, as you have about making me Rich, you 
wonld ſoon Conſent to it. 

Wu Kobin, ſays the Mother again, are you real- 
ly in Earneſt? Would you fain have her? Really 
Madam, ſay Robin, I think tis hard you ſhould 
queſtion me again upon that Head: I won't ſay 
that I will have her, how can | reſolve that Point, 
when you ſee I cannot have her without your Con- 


dam, provided only, That my good 
here, may have no Vote in it. 

A1L this was dreadful to me, for the Mother 
began to yield, and Robiz preſs'd her Home in it: 
On the other hand, ſhe adviſed with the Eldeſt Son, 
and he uſed all the Arguments in the World to 
perſwade her to Conſent ; alledging his Brother's 
Paſſionate Love for me, and my generous Regard to 
the Family, in refuſing my own Advantages upon 
inch a nice Point of Honour, and a Thouſand fuch 
Things: And as to the Father, he was a Man in a 
burry of publick Affairs, and getting Money, ſel- 
dom at Home, thonghtful of the main Chance, but 
left all thoſe things to his Wife. 

You may cafily believe, that when the Plot was 
thus, as they thought broke out: It Was not 10 Diſfi- 
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cult, or ſo Dangerous, for the Elder Brother, who 
no Body ſuſpected of any thing, to have a freer 
Acceſs than before: Nay, the Mother, which was 
juſt as he wiſhed, Propos'd it to him to talk with 
Mrs. Betty; it may be Son, ſaid ſue, you may ſee 
farther into the Thing than I; and ſte if ſhe has 
been ſo Poſlitive as Robin fays ſhe has been or no. 
This was as well as he could wiſh, and he as it were 
yielding to talk with me at his Mother's Kequeſt, 
the brought me to him into her own Chamber ; 
told me her Son had ſome Buſineſs with me at her 
Requeſt, and then ſhe left us together, and he ſhut 
the Door after her. 

He = came back to me, and took me in his Arms 
and kiſs'd me very Tenderdy; but told me it was 
nw come to that Criſis that 1 ſhould make my 
ſelf Happy or Miſerable, as long as I liv'd & That 
if I could not comply to his Defire, we ſhould be 
both Ruin'd: Then he told me the whole Story 
between Rebin as he call'd him, and his Mother, 
and his Siſters, and himlelf, as above: And now 
dear Child, ſays he, conſider what it will be to 
marry a Gentleman of a good Family, in good 
Circumſtances, and with the Conſent of the whole 
Houle, and to enjoy all that the World can give 
yon; And what on the other hand, to be ſunk into 
the dark Circumſtances of a Woman that has loſt 
her Reputation; and that tho' I ſhall be a private 
Friend to you while 1 live, yet as I ſhall, be ſuſpe- 

Qed always, fo you will be afraid to- ſee me, and 

{ ſhall be afraid to owa you SE 
H : gave me no time to Reply, but went on 
with me thus. Vet has happened between ns Child, 
fo ling as we btb agree to do ſo, may be buried and 
fergetten- I Hall always be yeur ſinc ere Friend, with- 
o ary Incliuat ien to nrarer Intimacy, when you become 
my S:feer , aud we ſo U live all the honeſt part d 
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ding done amiſs * I beg of you to conſider it, and do not 


ſtand in the way of your own Safety and Proſperity ; 


and to [atisfy you that I am Sincere, added he, I here of- 
fer you Five Hundred Pounds to make you ſome amenas 
the Freedoms I have taken with you, which we ſhall 


{nk rpon as ſame of the Follies of our Lives, which "tis 
hoped we may repen of. . 

Hr ſpoke this in ſo much more moving Terms 
than it is poſble o me to expreſs, that you 
may ſuppoſe as he eld me above an Hon; and Half 
in that Diſcourſe, ſo be 21f-er dall my Ovjections, 
and fortified his | 1Uconrſe with all the Arguments 
that humane Wit aud Art could deviſe. 

cannot ſay however, that any thing he ſaid 
made Impreſſion enough upon me, ſo as to give me 
any thought of the Matter, till he told me at 
laſt very plainly, that if 1 refu-'d, he was forry to 
add, that be could never go on with me in that 
Station as we ſtood before: that tho' he lov'd me 
as well as ever, and that I was as agreeable to him; 
yet the Senſe of Virtue had not ſo far forſa- 
ken him a to ſuffer him to lye with a Woman that 
his Brother courted to make his Wite ; that if he 
took his leave of me, with a denial from me in this 
Affair, whatever he might do for me in the Point of 
Support, grounded on his firſt Engagement of main- 
taining me, yet he would not have me be ſurpris'd, 
that he was ob ized to tell me, he could not allow 
himſelf to {ce me any more; and that indeed I could 
not expect it of him. 

| received this laſt Part with ſome Tokens of Sur- 
prize and Diſorder, and had much ado, to avoid 
linking down, for indeed ! lov'd bim to an Extra- 
Vazance, not caſy to imagine; but ge perceiv'd my 
Ditorder, and entreated me to conſider ſeriouſly of 
It, aſſured me that it was the only way to preſerve 
our mutual Affection; that in this Station we might 
lore as Friends, with the utmoſt Paſſion, and with 
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a love of Relation untainted, free from our own 


juſt Reproaches, and free trom other Peoples Suſpi- 


cions : That he ſhould ever acknowledge his happi- 
nels owing to me; that he would be Debtor to me 
as long as he liv'd. and would be paying that Debt 
as long as he had Breath: Thus he wrought me up, 
in ſhort, to a kind of Heſitation in the Matter ; 
having the Dangers on one Side repreſented in live- 
Iy Figures, and indeed heightn'd by my Imagination 
of being turn'd out to the wide World, a meer Caſt- 
off Whore, for it was no lefs, and perhaps expos'd as 
ſuch; with little to provide for myſelf; with no 
Friend, noA cquaintance in the whole World, out of 
that Town, and there I could not pretend to ſtay ; all 
this terrify'd me to the laſt Degree, and he took 


care upon all Occaſions to lay it home to me, in the 


worſt Colours; on the other hand, he fail'd not to let 
forth the caſy proſperous Life, which 1 was going to 
live. 

H anſwer'd all that I could object from Affecti- 
on, and trom former Engagements, with telling me 
the Neceſſity that was before us of taking other Mea- 
ſures now; and as to his Promiſes of Marriage, 
the Nature of things, he ſaid, had put an End to that, 
by the Probability of my being his Brother's Wite, 
before the time to which his Promiſes all referr'd. 

Tavsin a Word, I may ſay, he reaſon d me 
out of my Reaſon ; he conquer'd all my Arguments, 
and I began to ſee a Danger that I was in, which 1 
had not conſidered of before, and that was, of be- 


ing drop'd by both of them, and left alone in the 


World to ſhift for my ſelf. i 
Tuns, and his Perſwaſion, at length prevaild 


with me to Conſent, tho? with ſo much ReluQance, | 


that it was caſy to ſee I ſhovld go to Church, like 
a Bear to the Stake; I had ſome little Appxehen- 
fions about me too, leaſt my new Spouſe who by 
the way, I had not the leaſt Affection for, m_— 
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be Skilful enough to Challenge me.on another Ac- 
-ount, upon our firſt coming to Bed together; but 
whether he did it with deſign or not, I know not; 
but his elder Brother took care to make him very 
much Fuddled before he went to Bed, fo that I had 
the satisfaction of a drunken Bed fellow the firſt Night: 
How he did it I know not, but J concluded that 
he certainly contriv'd it, that his Brother might be 
able to make no Judgment of the difference be- 
tween a Maid and a married Woman, nor did he 
ever entertain any Netions of it, or diſturb his 
Thoughts about it. | 

| ſhould go back a little here, to where 1 left 
of; the elder Brother having thus managed me, his 
next Buſineſs was to manage his Mother, and he 
never left till he had brought her to acquieſce, and 
be paſſive even without acquainting the Father, o- 
ther than by Poſt Letters: So that ſhe contented 
to our Marrying privately, leaving her to manage 
the Father afterwards, 

Tne x he cajol'd with his Brother, and perſwa- 
ded him what Service he had done him, and how he 
had brought his Mother to Conſent, which tho' 
True, was not indeed done to ſerve him, but to 
ſerve himſelf ; but thus diligently did he cheat him, 
and had the Thanks of a faithful Friend for ſhift- 
inz off his Whore into his Brother's Arms for a 
Wife, So naturally do Men give up Honour and 
Juſtice, and even Chriſtianity to ſecure themſelres. 

{ muſt now come back to Brother Nin, as we al- 
Ways call'd him, who having got his Mother's Con- 
ſent, as above, came big with the News to me, and 
told me the whole Story of it , with a Sincericy fo 
vitble, that!] muſt confeſs it griev'd me, that ! muſt 


be the Inſtrument to abuſe ſo honeſt a Gentleman; 


but there was no Remedy, he would have me, and 
| was not oblig'd to tell him, that i was his Bro- 


ther's Whore, tho? 1 had no other way to put him 
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off; ſo | came gradually into it, and behold. we 
were married. 

Mob sy vy forbids me to reveal the Secrets of 
the Marriage Bed, but nothing could have happen'd 
more ſuitable to my Circumſtances than that, as a- 
bove my Husband was ſo Fuddled when he came to 
Bed, that he could not remember in the Morning, 
whether he had had any Converſation with me or 
no, and I was obliged to tell kim he had, tho' in 
reallity ke had not, that I might be ſure he could 
make no enquirv about any thing clſe. 

I T concerns the Story in Hand very little to enter 
Into the farther Particulars of the Family, or of my 
ſelf, for the five Years that ! liv'd wich this Hus- 
band, only to obſerve that J had two Children by 
him. and that at the end of the five Years he died : 
He had been really a very good Husband to me, 
and we liv'd very agreeably together; but as he 
had not received much from them, and had in the 
little time he liv'd acquir'd no great Matters, ſo my 
Cncumſtances were not great nor was I much mend- 
ed by the March: Indeed | had preſerv'd the el- 
der Brother's Bonds to me, to pay me 500 l. which 
he offered me for my Conſent to marry his Bro- 
ther; and this with what 1 had ſaved of the Mo. 
ney he formerly gave me, and about as much more 
by my usband, left me a Widow with about 12000, 
in wy Pocket. 

My two Children were indeed taken happily off 
o® my Hinds, by my Husband's Father and Mother, 
and :hat was all they got by Mrs. Betty. 

| confeſs I was not ſuitably affected with the loſs 
of my Hushand ; nor can I ſay, that I ever lov'd him 
as i onght to have done, or was ſuitable to the 
go-dUiage I had from him for he was a tender, kind, 
g od liumonr d Man as any Woman could deſire; 
but his Brother being ſo always in my Sight 
at leaſt while we were in the Country, Was a continual 
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dare to me; and I never. was in Bed with my 
Hesband, but 1 wiſh'd my ſelf in the Arms of bis 
Brother; and tho' his Brother never effer'd me the 
leaſt Kind neſs that way, after our Marriage, but 
carried it juſt as a Brother ought to do; yet it was 
imp ble for me to do ſo to him: In ſhort, com 
mitted Adultery and Incence with him every Day in 
I ny Defires, which without doubt, was as effectually 
Criminal. 
BT FPO HE my Husband. dy'd. his elder Brother 
was married, and we being then remov'd to London, 
were written to by the old Lady to come and be 
at the Wedding; my Husband went, but [ pretend- 
ed Iadiſpoſition, fo | ſtaid behind; for in ſhort, I 
could not bear the fight of his being given to another 
[Woman, tho' I knew I was never co have him my 
ſelt. 
was now as above, left looſe to the World, and 
being ſtill young and handſome, as every Body laid 
of me, and J aſſure you I thought my ſelf ſo, and with 
a tolerable Fortune in my Pocket, I put no ſmall 
Value upon my ſelf: | was courted by ſeveral very 
conſiderable Tradeſmen, and particularly very 
I varmly by one, a Linnen- Draper, at whole Houſe 
after my Husband's Death [ took a Lodging, his 
vilter being my Acquaintance ; here I had all oo 
Liberty, and Opportunity to be Gay, and appe 
In Company that 1 could defire my Landl 
siſter being one of the Madeſt, Gay eit things alive, 
and not ſo much Miſtreſs of her Veitue,as | thought 
at frſt ſhe had been: ohe brought me into a Worl 
{ot wild Company, and even brought home ſeyeril 
» lons, ſuch as ſhe lik'd well enough to Gratity, to ſee 
her pretty Widow : Now as Fame and Fools make 
an Aſſembly, I was here wonderfuily careſsd; and 
abundance of Admirers, and luch as call'd them- 
lelyes Lovers; but 1 found not one fair Propoſal 
among them all; as for their common Deſign, that 


(53) 


I underſtood too well to be drawn into any more 
Snares of that Kind: The caſe was alter'd with 
me, I had Moncy in my Pocket, and had nothing to 
ſay to them: I had been trick'd once by that 


Cheat calld Love, but the Game was over, I was re. 


ſolvd now to be married or nothing, and to he 
well married or not at all. 

I lov'd the Company indeed of Men of Mirth 
and Wit, and was often entertain'd with ſuch, as! 
was alſo with others; but I found by juſt Obſer. 
vation, that the brighteſt Men came upon the dull. 
eſt Ercand, that is to ſay, the dulleſt, as to what 
I aim'd at; on the other hand, thoſe who came 
with the beſt Propofals were the dulleſt and moſt 
diſagreeable Fart of the World: I was not a verſe 
to a Tradeſman, hut then I would have a Tradeſ- 


man, Forſooth, that was ſomething of a Gentleman 
too ; that when my Husband had a mind to carry | 


me to the Court, or to the Play, he might become 
Sword, and look as like a Gentleman, as another 
Man; and not like one that had the mark of his A. 
pron- ſtrings upon his Coat, or the mark of his Hat 
upon his Perriwig ; that ſhould look as if he was ſet on 
to his Sword, when his Sword was put on to him, 
and that carried his Trade in his Countenance. 

Wel L, at laſt I ſound this amphibious Crea- 
ture, this Land- water- thing, call'd, 2 Gentleman. 
Tradeſman, and as a juſt Plague upon my Folly, | 
was catch'd in the very Snare, which, as I might ſay, 
I laid for my ſelf. 

Tuns was a Draper too, for tho' my Comrade 
would have bargain'd for me with her Brother; 


yet when they came to the Point, it was it ſeem 


for a Miſtreſs, and I kept true to this Notion, that 
a Woman ſhould neyer be kept for a Miſtreſs, that 
had Money to make her ſelf a Wife. | 
Tuus my Pride, not my Principle, my Mone), 
not my Vertue, kept me Honeſt ; tho? as it prov. 
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I found I had much better have been Sold 
by my She Comrade, to her Brother, than have fold 
my ſelf as I did to a Tradeſman, that was Rake, 
Gentleman, Shop keeper, and Beggar all together. 
Bur I was hurried on (by my Fancy to a Gen- 
tleman) to Ruin my ſelf in the groſſeſt Manner that 
ever Woman did; for my new Husband coming toa 
lamp of Money at once, fell into ſuch a Profuſion 


of Expence, that all I had, and all he had would not 


have held it out ahove one Year. 

Ht was very fond of me for about a quarter of 
a Year, and what I get by that, was, that I had the 
Pleaſure of ſeeing a great deal of my Money ſpent 
upon my ſelf : Come, my Dear, ſays he to me one Day, 
ſhall we go and take a turn into the Country for a Week ? 
Ay my Dear, ſays I, Whither would you go? I care 
net wither, ſays he, but I have a mind to look like 
Ouality for a Week, we'll go to Oxford, ſays he: How 


| ſays J, thall we go, 1 am no Horſe-Woman, and *tis 


too far fora Coach: Too far, ſays he, wo Place is 
too far for à Coach and Six: If I carry you ont, you 
ſhall Travel like a Dutcheſs: Hum, ſays 1, my Dear 
tis a Frolick, but if you have a mind to it I don't 
care? well the time was appointed, we had a Rich 
Coach, very good Horſes, a Coachman, Poſtillion, 
and two Footmen in very good Liveries; a Gen. 
tieman on Horſeback, and a Page with a Feather in 
his at upon another Horſe ; the Servants all call'd 
him my Lord, and I was her Honour, the Counteſs, 
and thus we travel'd to Oxford, anda pleaſant Jour- 
ney we had ; for give him his due, not a Beggar a- 
live knew better how to be a Lord than my Hus- 
band: We ſaw all the Rarities at Oxford, talk'd 
with two or three Fellows of Colleges, about putting 
a Nephew, that was left to his Lordſhip s Care to 
the Univerſity, and of their being his Tutors ; we 
diverted our ſelves with bantering ſeveral other poor 
Scholars, with hopes of being at leaſt his Lord Gu 
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Chaplain and putting on a Scarf; and thus having 


liv'd like Quality indeed, as to Expence; we went 
away for \orthampron, and in a Word, in about 
Twelve Days ramble came Home again, to the 
Tune of about 93 J. Expence. | 

Vanity is the Perfection of a Fop ; my Hus 
band had this Excellence, that he valued nothing of 
Expence ; as his Hiſtory you may be ſure has very 
little weight in it, 'tis enough to tell you, that in 
about two Yeais and a Quarter he Broke, got into 
a Spunging-Houſe, being arreſted in an A& ion too 
heavy for him to give Bail to, ſo he ſent for me to 
come to him. 

I r was no ſurpriſe to me, for I had foreſeen ſome- 
thing before that all was going to Wreck, and had 
been taking care to reſerve ſomething if I.could or 
my ſelf: 
much better than expected: 


now he forelaw he could not ſtand it, and therefore 
he would have me go Home, and in the Night take 
away every thing I had in the Bouſe of any Value 
and ſecure It ; and after that, he told me, that if 
I could get away 100 J. or 200 / in Goods out of 
the Shop, I ſhould do it, only, ſays he, let me know 
nothing o it, neither what you take, or whither you 
carry it, for as for me, ſays be, J am reſolv'd to get 
out of this Houſe and be gone; and if you never 
hear of me nio e, A Dear, ſays he, I wiſh yon well; 
I im ouli forry for the Injury I have done you: He 
ſaid ſome very handſome Things to me indced at 
Paiting ; for / told you he was a Gentleman, and that 
was all the Benefit i had of his being ſo; that he 
uſed me very handſomely, even to the laſt, only 


ſpent a'l I had, and left me to Rob the Creditors | 


for lomething to ſubſilt on. 


But when he ſent for me, he behay'd! 


He told me plainly, | 
he had plaid the Fool and ſuffer'd himſelf to he] 
ſurpriz'd which he might have prevented? that 
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HoweveR, I did as he bad me, that you maybe ſure, 
and having thus taken my leive of him | never ſaw 
him more; for he found means to break out of the 
the Bailiff's Houſe that Night, or the next: How I 
knew not, for could come at no Knowledge of any 
thing, more than this, thai he came tome about 
three a Clock in the Morning, cans d the reſt of bis 
Goods to be remov'd into the Mint, and the Shop 
to be ſhut up; and having rats d what Money he 
could, he got over to Fance, finm whence I had one 
or two Letters from him, and no more. 

| did not ſee him when he came Home, for he hav- 
ing given me ſuch Inſtrucions as above, and | hay- 
ing made the beſt of my Time; I had no more Bu- 
fineſs back again at the Houſe, not knowing but I 
might have been ſtop'd there by the Creditors ; for 
a Commiſſion of Bankrupt, being ſoon after Iflued, they 
might have ſtop'd me by Orders from the Commiſ- 
foners : But my Husband having deſperately got out 
from the Bailiff s by letting himſelf doun from almoſt 
the top of the Houſe, to the top ofanother Building, 
and leaping from thence, which was almoſt two Sto- 
ries, and which was enough indeed to have broken 


| his Neck: Be came home and got away his Goods, 


before the Creditors could come to Seize, that is to 
ſay, before they could get out the Commiſſion, and 
be ready to ſend their Ofhcers to take Poſſeſſion. 

My Husband was ſo civil to me, for ſtill I ſay he 
Tas much of a Gentleman, that in the firſt Letter he 
Wrote me, he let me know where he had Pawn'd 20 


| Pleces of fine Holland for 30l. which were worth a- 


bove 90 J. and enclos'd me the Token, for the tak- 
ing them up, paying the Money, which I did, and 
made in time above 100. of them, having Leiſure 
to cut them, and ſell them to private Families, as 

opportunity offer'd. 
dower in with all this, and all that I had ſe- 
ard betorc, 1 found upon caſting things vp, my Caſe 
| Vas 
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was very much alter'd, and my Fortune much lef. 
fen'd ; for including the Hollands, and a parcel of fine 
Muſlins, which I carry'd off before, and ſome Plate, 
and other things; I found I could hardly muſter up 
500 l. and my Condition was very odd, for tho I had 
no Child, (Thad had one by my Gentleman Draper, but 
it was buried,) yet I was a Widow bewitch d, I had a 
Husband, and no Husband, and I could not pretend 
to Marry again, though I knew well enough my Hus 
band would never fee Englandany more, if he liv'd fife 
ty Years: Tis Tſay,l was limited from Marriage, what 
Offer ſoever might be made me; and J had not one 
Friend to adviſe with, in the Condition I was in, at 
leaſt not ane who I could 7 ruſt the Secret of my Cir- 
cumſtances to, for if the Commiſſioners were:to have 
been inform'd vere I was, I ſhould have bee fetch'd 
up, and all I had ſav'd be taken away. 

Ur2ox theſe Apprehenſions, the firſt thing I did, 
was to go quite out of my\Knowledge, and go by ano- 
ther Name: This 1 did effectually, for I went into 
the Mint too, took Lodgings in a very private Place, 
dreſs'd me up in the Habit of a Wido , and call d my 
felt Mrs. Flanders. | 

Hz RE, however I conceal'd my ſelf, and tho' my 
new Acquaiatance knew nothing of me. yet] ſoon got 
a great deal of Company about me; and whether it be 
that Women are ſcarce among the Feople that gene- 
rally are to be found there; or that ſome Conſolati- 
on in the Miſeries of that Place, are more requiſite 
than on other Occaſions, I ſoon found that an agre- 
able Woman was exceedingly valuable among the Sons 
of Affliction there; and that thoſe that cou'd not pay | 
Half a Crown tn the Pound to their Creditors, and run 
in Debt at the Sign of the Bull for their Dinners, 
would yet find Money for a Supper, it they lik'd the 
Woman. | 

How zv £8, I kept my ſelf ſafe yet, tho' I began 
like my Lord Recheter's Miſtreſs, that loy'd his Com- 

| pany; 


- Other dread in] Neues 


(63) 


pany, but would not ad mit him farther, to have the 


— 


Gan ll 2 a Whore, without the joy; and upon this 
cee ir d with the Flace, and with the Company too, 
[ þc/721; to ti ak of Removing. | 

j; . 25 indeed a Subject of ſtrange Reflection to me, 
to ſe Men in the moſt perplex'd Circumſtances, who 
rere reduced ſome Degrees below being ruin'd, whoſe 
ramilies were Objects of their own Terror and other 
[copies Charity; yet while a Penny laſted, nay, even 
beyond it, endeavouring to drown their Sorrow in 
their Wickedneſs; heaping up more Guilt upon. 
themſelves, labouring to forget former things, which 
naw it was the proper time to remember, making 
mo: Work for Repentance, and Sinning on, as A 
Remedy for Sin paſt. 

Bur it is none of my Talent to preach ; theſe Men 
were too wieked, even for me; there was ſomething 
horrid and abſurd in their way of Sinning, for it was 
3] . *orce even upon themſelves; they did not only 
act againſt Conſcience, but againſt Nature, and no- 
tun was more eaſy than to ſee how Sighs would in- 
te rupt their Songs, and paleneſs and anguifh fit up- 
ou their Brows, in ſpight of the forc'd Smiles they 
put en; nay, ſometimes it would break out at their 
very Mouths, when they had parted with their Mo- 
ney for a lewd Treat, or a wicked Embrace ; I haye 
heard them, turning abont, fetch a deep Sigh, and 
cry what a Dog am I] Well Betty, my Dear, I'll drink 
thy Health tho', meaning the Honeſt Wife, that per- 
haps had not a Half Crown for herſelf, and three or 
four Children: The next Morning they were at their 
Penitentials again, and perhaps the poor weeping 


Wite comes over to him, either brings him ſome Ac- 


count of what his Creditors are doing, and how ſhe 
and the Children are turn'd out of Doors, or ſome 
and this adds to his ſelf Re- 

proaches ; hut when he has thought and por'd on it 
ul he is almoſt Mad, having no Principles to np 
im 
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him, nothing within him, or above him. to Comfort 
Tim; but finding it all Dirkneſs on every Side, he 
flies to the ſame elief again, viz. to drink it a way, 
d. buch it away, and falling into Company of Men 
in jait the ſame Condition with himſelf, he repeats 
the Crime, and thus he goes every Day one Step on. 


ward of his way to Deſtruction. 


I vras not wicked enough for ſuch Fellows as theſe 
yet, on the contrary, | began to conſider here very 
ſeriouſly what I had todo; how things ſtood with 
me, and what Courſe I ought to take: I knew I had 
no Friends, no not one Friend, or Relation in the 
World; and that little I had left apparently waſted 
which when it was gone, | ſaw nothing but Miſery 
and Starving was before me: Upon theſe Conſidera. 


tions, | ſay, and fill'd with Horror at the Place l was 


in, I reſold to be gone. 

had made an Acquaintance with a ſober good fort 
of a Woman, who was a Widow too like me, but in 
better Circumſtances ;' her Husband had been a Cap: 
tain of a Ship, and having had the Misfortune to 
be Caſt away coming Home from the Weſt Indies, was 
ſo reduc'd by the Loſs, that tho' he had ſaved hi 
Life then, it broke his Heart, and kill'd him after- 


wards, and his Widow being perſued by the Creditors } 


was forc'd to take Shelter in the Mint: She ſoon 
made things up with the help of Friends, and was at 
Liberty again; and finding that I rather was there to 
be conceal'd, than by any particular Proſecutions, 
and finding alſo that | agrecd with her, or rather ſue 
with me in a juſt Abhorrence of the Place, and of the 
Company ; ſhe invited me to go home with her, till 
I could put my ſelf in ſome poſture of ſettling in the 
World to my Mind; withal telling me, that it was 
Ten to One, but ſome good Captain of a Ship might 
take a Fancy to me, and Court me, in that part 01 
the Town where ſhe liv d. | „ 

l accepted of her Offer, and was with her half? 


Yer 
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Year, and ſhould have been longer, but in that inter» 
val what ſhe propos'd to me happen'd to herſelf, and 
he marry'd very much to her Advantage ; but whoſe 
Fortune ſoever Was upon the Increaſe, mine ſeem'd to 
be upon the Wane, and I found nothing preſent, ex- 
cept tip or three Boatſwains, or ſuch Fellows, but 
13 for the Commanders they were generally of two 
darts. . duch as having good Buſigels, rhat is ro ſay, 
good Ship, reſolv'd not ro Marry, but with Ad- 
vantage. 2. Such as being ont of Employ, wanted a 
Wife to help them to a Ship, I mean. (1.) A Wife, 
who having tome Money could enable them to hold 
a good part o a Ship themſelves fo to encourage 
Owners to come in; Or (2.Y A Wife, who if ſhe had 
not Money, bad Friends who were concern'd in Ship- 
ing, and ſo could help to put tne young Man into 
2 ,o0d Ship, and neither of theſe was my Caſe; fo 
| look'd like one that was to lie on Hand. 

Tuns Knowledge I ſoon learnt by Exper l ence, 
vi That the State of Things was altered, as to Ma- 
trimone, that *iarriages were here the Conſeqnences 
0 policick ochemes, for forming Iacer-ſts, carrying 
on Bufinefs, and that Lo vH had no Share, or but 
very little in the Matter. | 

T:ar, as my Siſter in Law, at Colcheſter had ſaid, 
Beauty, Wit, Manners, Senſe, good Humour, good 
Behaviour, Education, Vertue, Piety or any other 
Qnalification, whether of Body or Mind, had no pow- 
er to recommend: That Money only made a Woman a- 
greeable: That Men choſe Miſtreſſes indecd by the 
guſt of their Affection, and it was requilite for a 
\Vhore to be Handiome, well ſhap'd, have a good 
Mein, and a graceful Behaviour; but that for a Wife, 
19 Deformity would ſhock the Faucy no ill Qnalitics 
the judgment; the Money was the thing; t'e Por- 
tion was Reither crooked, or Monſtrous, but he 
Money was always agreeable. whatever the Wife was. 

Ox the other Band, as the Market run all on the 

F Mens 
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Mens fide, J found the Women had loſt the Privilege 
of ſaying No; that it was a Favour now for a Wo- 
man to have The Queſtion asd, and if any young 
Lady had ſo much Arrogance as to Counterfeit a 
Negative ſhe never had the Opportunity of denying 
twice; much leſs of Recovering that falſe Step, and 
accepting what ſhe had ſeem d to decline: The Men 
had ſuch Choice every where, that the Caſe of the Wo- 
men was very unhappy ; for they ſeem'd to Ply at eve- 
rv Door, and if the Man was by great Chance refus'd at 
one Houſe, he was ſure to be receiv'd at the next. 

BES DES this, I obſery'd that the Men made no 
fcruple to ſet themſelves out, and to go a Fortune- 
Hunting, as they call it, when they had really no For- 
tune themfelyes to demand it, or Merit or deſerve it: 
and they carry'd it ſo high, that a Woman was ſcarce 
allow'd to enquire after the Character or Eſtate, of 
the Perſon that pretended to her: This, I had an 
Example of, in a young Lady at the next Houſe to 
me, and with whom I had contracted an Intimacy; 
ſhe was Courted by a young Captain, and tho' ſhe 
had near 2090/. to her Fortune, ſhe did but enquire 
of ſome of his Neighbours about his Character, his 
Morals, or Subſtance; and he took Occaſion at the 
next Viſit to let her know, truly, that he took it very 
ill, and that he ſhould not give her the Trouble of 
his Viſits any more: I heard of it, and I had begun 
my Acquaintance with her, I went to ſee her upon it: 
She enter'd into a cloſe Converſation with me about 
it, and unboſom'd herſelf very freely; 1 perceiv'd 
preſently that tho' ſhe thought herſelf very ill us'd, 
yet the had no power to reſent it; that ſhe was ex- 
ceedingly piqu'd ſhe had loſt him, and parti- 
cularly chat another of lefs Fortune had gain'd him. 
I fortify'd her Mind againſt ſuch a Meanneſs, as 
Fcall'd it; I told her, that as low as I was in the 
World, 1 would have deſpis'd a Man that ſhould think 
L ougt.t to take him upon his own Recommendation 
. only, 
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only; alſo 7 told her, that as ſhe had a good Fortune, 
ſhe had no need to ſtoop to theDiſaſter of the Times; 
that it was enough, that the Men could inſult us 
that had but little Money, but if ſhe ſuffer'd ſuch 
an Affront to paſs upon her without reſenting it, ſhe 
would be render'd low-priz'd upon all Occaſions, 
that a Woman can never want an Opportunity to be 
reveng'd of a Man that has ns'd her ill, and that 
there were ways enough to humble ſuch a Fellow as 
that, or elſe certainly Women were the moſt unhap. 
py Creatures in the World. 

She was very well pleas'd with the Diſcourſe, and 
told me ſerioully that. ſhe would be very glad to 
make him ſenſible of her reſentment, and eitt er to 
bring him on again, or have the Satisfaction of her 
Revenge being as publick as poſſible. 

I told her, that if ſhe would take my Advice, 1 
would tel] her how ſhe ſhould obtain her Wiſhes in 
both thoſe things; and that I would engage I won! 
bring the Man to her Door again, and make him beg 
to be let in: She ſmil'd at that, and ſoon let me ee, 
that if he came to her Door, her reſentment was not 
ſo great, to let him ſtand long there. 

HowevEr,ſhe liſtened very willingly to myOffer of 
Advice; fo Itold her, that the firſt ching ſhe ought 
to do, was a piece of Juſtice to herſelf; namely, that 
whereas he had reported among the Ladies, that he 
had left her, and pretended to give the Advantage of 
the Negative to himſelf, ſhe ſhould take care to have 
it well ſpread among the Women, which ſhe could 
not fail of an Opportunity to do, that ſhe had enqui- 
red into his Circumſtances, and found he was not the 
Man he pretended to be: Let them be told too Ma- 
dam, /aid I, that you found that he was not the Man 
you expected, and that you thought it was not {-te 
to meddle with him, that you heard he was of an 
ill Temper, and that he boaſted how he had us'd the 
Women ill upon many Occaſions, and that particu- 
3 larly 
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larly he was debauch'd in his Morals, &c. The laſt 
of which indeed had ſome Truth in it; but I did not 
find that me ſeem d to like him much the worle for 
that part. 

She came moſt readily iuto all this, and immediate- 
ly ſhe went to Work to find Inſtruments, ſhe had 
very little difficulty in the Search ; for telling her 
Story in general to a Couple of her Goſſips, it was 
the Chat of the Tea Table all over that part of the 
Town, and I met with it where ever I viſited : Al- 
ſo, as it was known that I was acquainted with the 
young Lady her ſelf, my Opinion was ask'd very of- 
ten, and I confirm'd it with all the neceſſary Aggra- 
vations, and ſet out his Character in the blackeſt Co- 
lours; and as a piece of ſecret Intelligence, I added, 
what-the Goſlips knew nothing of, viz. That I had 
heard he was in very bad Circumſtances; that he 
was under a neceſſity of a Fortune to ſupport his In- 
tereſt with the Owners of the Ship he Commanded : 
That his own Part was not paid for, and if it was 
not paid quickly his Owners would put him out 


of the Ship, and his Chief Mate was likely to Com: 


mand it, Who offer'd to buy that Part which the 
Captain had promis'd to take. 


J added, for I was heartily piqu'd at the Rogue, 


as * that I had heard a Rumour too, that 
— had a Wife alive at Plymouth, and another in the 
Weſt Indies, a thing which they all knew was not very 
uncommon for ſuch kind of Gentlemen. 
_ Tris work'd as we both defir'd it, for preſently 
the young Lady at the next Door, who had a Father and 
Mother that Govern'd both her, and her Fortune, was 
ſhut up, and her Father forbid him the Houſe : Alſo 


in one Place more the Woman had the Courage, 


however ſtrange it was, to ſay No; and he could try 
no where but he was Reproached with his Pride, and 
that he pretended nor to give the Women leave to 
enquire into his Character, and tle lile. 

B Y 
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By this time he began to be ſenſible of kis miſtake; 
and ſecing all the Women on that ſide the Water 
alarm d, he went over to RatclifF, and got acceſs 
to ſome 'of the Ladies there; but tho' the young Wo- 
men there too, were according to the Fate of the 
Day, pretty willing to be ask d, yet ſuch was his 
ill luck, that his Character follow'd him over the 
Water; ſo that tho? he might have had Wives enough, 
yet it did not happen among the Women that had 


good Fortunes, which was what he wanted. 


Bu r this was not all, ſne very ingeniouſly manag'd 
another thing her ſelf, or ſhe got a young Genrle- 


man, who was a Relation, to come and viſit her two 
or three times a Week iu a very fine Chariot and good 


Liveries, and her two Agents and I alfo, preſencly 
ſpread a Report all over, that tliis Gentleman came 
to Court her; that he was a Gentleman of a I hou- 
Jand Pounds a Ycar, and that be was fallen in Love 
with her, and that ſhe was going to her Aunt's in 
the City, becauſe it was inconveuient for the Geu— 
tleman to come to her with his Coach to Rotwer- 
hith, the Streets being ſo narrow and difficulx. 

T1r1s took immediately, the Captain was laugh'd 
at in all Companies, and was ready to hang himſelf, 
he tried all the ways poſſible to come at ter agann, 
and wrote the moſt piſlion«te Letters to her in the 
World, and in ſhort, by great Applicition, obtained 
leave to wait on her again, 4s he ſaid, only to clear 
his Reputation. 

A r this meeting ſhe had her full Revenge of him; 
for ſhe told him, ſhe wouder'd what he took er to be, 
that ſhe ſhould admit any Man to 4 Treaty of ſo 
much Conſequence, as that of Marriage without en- 
quiring into his Circumſtances , that if he thought 
ſhe was to be hn d into Wedlock, and that ſhe was 
in the ſame Circumſtances which her Neigh! YoOPrs 
might be in, viz. to take up with the firſt £004 
Chriſtian that came, he was miſtaken; that ia a 
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word his Character was really bad, or he was very 
ill beholden to his Neighbours ; and that unleſs he 
cou'd clear up ſome Points, in which ſhe had juſtly 
been prejudiced, ſhe had no more to ſay to him, 
but give him the Satisfaction ot knowing, that ſhe 
was not afraid to ſay NO, either to him, or any 
Man elſe. | 

Wir that ſhe told him what ſhe had heard, or 
rather rais'd herſelf by my Means, of his Character; 
his not having paid for the Part he pretended to 
own of the Ship he Commanded ; of the Reſolution 
of his Owners to put him out of'the Command, and 
to put his Mate in his ſtead ; and of the Scandal 
rais'd on his Morals ; his having been reproach'd 
with ſuch and ſuch Women, and his having a Wife at 
Plymouth, and another in theWeſt-Indies, and the like; 
and ſhe ask'd him whether ſhe had not good Reaſon, 
if theſe things were not clear'd up, to refuſe him, and 
to inſiſt upon having Satisfaction in Points ſo ſigni- 
ficant as they were? 

He was ſo confounded at her Diſcourſe that he 
conld not anſwer a Word, and ſhe began to be- 
lieve that all was true, by his Diſorder, tho* ſhe 
knew that ſhe had been the Raiſer of theſe Reports 
herſelf, 

ArrtexR ſome time he recovered a little, and 
from that time was the moſt humble, modeſt, and 
importunate Man alive in his Courtſhip. 

Sue ask' him, if he thought ſhe was ſo at her 
laſt Shift, that ſhe could or ought to bear ſuch 
Treatment, and if he did not ſee that ſhe did not want 
thoſe who thought it worth their while to come far- 
ther to her than he did, meaning the Gentleman 
who ſhe had brought to viftit her by way of ſham. 

Sue brought him by thele Tricks to ſubmit to 
al} poſſible Meaſures to ſatisfy her, as well of his 
Circumſtances, as of his Behaviour. He brought 

er undeniable Eyidence of his having paid for his 

part 
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part of the Ship; he brought her Certificates from 
nis Owners, that the Report of their intending to 
remove him from the Command of the Ship, was 
falſe and groundleſs; in ſhort, he was quite the re- 
verſe of what he was before. 

Tnvus | convinced her, that if the Men made 
their Advantage of our Sex in the Aﬀair of Marriage, 
upon the Suppoſition of there being ſuch a Choice 
to be had, and of the Women being ſo eaſy, it was 
only owing to this, that the Women wanted Cou- 
rage to maintain their Ground, and that according 
to my Lord Rocheſter 
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A Woman's ne'er fo ruin'd but fhe can 
© Revenge herſelf on her Vadeer, Man. 


Ar r theſe things this young Lady plaid her 
part ſo well, that tho ſhe reſolv'd to have him, and 
that indeed having him was the main hent of her 
Deſign, yet ſhe made his obtaining her be TO HIM 
the moſt difficult thing in the World; and this ſhe 
did, not by a haughty reſerv'd Carriage, but by a juſt 
Policy, playing back npon him his own Game; for 
as he pretended by a kind of loity Carriage, to place 
himſelf above the occaſion of a Character, ſhe broke 
with him upon that Subject, and at the ſame time 
that ſhe made him ſubmit to all poſſible enquiry af- 
ter his Affairs, ſhe apparently ſhut the Door againſt 
his looking into her on. 

I x was enough to him to obtain her for a Wife, 
as to what ſhe had. ſhe told him plainly, that as 
he knew her Circumſtances, it was but juſt ſhe 
ſhould know his ; and tho' at the ſame time he had 
only known her Circumſtances by common Fame, 
yet he had made ſo many Proteſtatioas ot his Paſ- 
tion for her, that he could ask no more but her 
Hand to his grand Requeſt, and the like ramble 
according to the Cuſtom of Lovers: In ſhort, he lefr 
F 4 | himſelr 
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himſelf no room ask any more Queſtions about her 
Eſtate. and ſhe took the Advantage of it; for ſhe 
placed part of her Fortune ſo in Truſtees, without 
letting him know any thing of it, that it was quite 
out of his Reach, and made him be very well con- 
tented with the reſt. 

lis true ſhe was pretty well beides, that ig to 
ſay Te had abbut 1409 J. in Money, which ſhe 
gave him and the other. afrer ſome time ſhe brought 
to light, as a Perquiſite to herſel, which be was to 
acc-pt as a mighty Favour, ſ.clug though it was not 
to o his, it might eiſe bim in the Article o her 
Pai icular Expences ; and I mut add that by this 
Conduct, the Gentleman himſelt became not © ly 
more humble ia h's Applications to her to brain 
her, but alſo was much tre more au obliging E ſ- 
band when he had her: | cannot but rem nd 
the Ladies how much they place themſelves below 
the common Station of a Wife which if I may be 
allow'd not to be Partial is low enough already; / 
fay, they place themſelves below their common 
Station, and prepare their own Mortifications, by 
their ſubmitting fo to be inſulted by the Men be- 
tore-}and, which I confeſs I ſeeno Neceſſity of. 

Tus Relation may ſerve theretore to let the 
Ladies fee, that the Advantage is not ſo much on 
the other Side, as the Wen think it is; and that 
tho'it may be true, the Men have but too much 
Choice among us; and that ſome Women may be 
found, who will Diſhonour themſelves, be Cheap, 
and too Eaſy to come at; yet if they will have 
Women worth having, they may find them as un- 
domeatable as ever; and that thoſe that are other- 
wiſe have often ſuch Deficiencies, when had, as ra- 
ther recommend the Ladies that are diſhcult, than 
encourage the Men to go on with their caſy Court- 
fin, and expect Wives equally valuable that will 
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Noru tx is more certain, than that the Ladies 
always gain of the Men, by keeping their Ground, 
and !etting their pretended Lovers ſce they can Re- 
ſear being ſlighted, and that they are not afraid of 
ſaying NO. They inſult us mightily, with telling 
u ohe Number of Women; that the Wars and the 
Sea, and Trade, and other Incidenrs have carried 
the Men fo much away, that there 1s no Proportion 
between the Numbers of the Sexes ; but I am far 
from granting that the Number of the Women is ſo 
great, or the Number of the Men ſo ſmall ; but it 
they will have me tell the Truth, the Diſadvantage 
of the Women is a terrible Scandal upon the Men, 
and it lies here only; Namely. that the Age is fo 
wicked, and the Sex ſo Debauch'd, that in ſhort 
the Number of ſuch Men, as an honeſt Woman 
ought to meddle with is tmall indeed; and it is but 
here and there that a Man is to be found who is fit 
for an honeſt Woman to venture upon. 
Bur the Conſequence even of that too amounts 
to no more than this; that Women ovght to be 
the more Nice; for how do we know the juſt Cha- 
racter of the Man that makes the Offer? To ſay 
that the Woman ſhould be the more eaſy on this 
Occaſion, is to fay, we ſhould be the farwarder to 
venture, becauſe of the greatneſs of the Danger, 
which is very abſurd. 3 
O the contrary, the Women have ten Thou- 
ſand times the more Reaſon to be wary, and back 
ward. by how much the hazard of being betray'd 
is the greater, and would the Ladies act the wary 
Part, they would diſcover every Cheat that offer'd ; 
for, in ſhort, the Lives of very tew Men now a- 
Days will bear a Character ; and if the Ladies do 
but mzke a little Enquiry, they wonld ſoon he able 
to diſtingnifh the Men, and deliver themſelves: As 
for Women that do not think their own Safety worth 
their own Thought, that impatient of their ee 
| rate 
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State run into Matrimony, as a Horſe ruſhes into 
the Battle; I can ſay nothing to them but this, that 
they are a Sort of Ladies that are to be pray'd for 
among the reſt of diſtemper'd People, and 
they look like People that venture their Eſtates in 
a Lottery where there is a Hundred Thouſand 
Blanks to one Prize 

No Man of common Senſe will value a Woman 
the leſs for not giving up herſelf at the firſt Attack, 
or for not accepting his Propoſal withaut enquiring 
into his Perſon or Character; on the contrary, he 
muſt think her the weakeſt of all Creatures 
as the Rate of Men now goes: In ſhort, he 
muſt have a very contemptible Opinion of her Ca- 
pacities, that having but one Caſt for her Life, ſhall 
caſt that Life away at once, and make Matrimony 
like Death, be a Leap in the Dark. 

1 would fain have the Conduct of my Sex a 
littled regulated in this Particular, which is the 
ſame thing in which of all the Parts of Lite, I think 
at this time we ſuffer moſt in: ?Tis nothing but 
lack of Courage, the fear of not being married at 
all, and of that frightful State of Life, call'd ar 
old Maid. This, 7 /ay, is the Wowan's Snare; but 
would the Ladies once but get above that Fear, 
and manage rightly, they would more certainly a- 
void it by ſtanding their Ground, in a Caſe ſo ab— 
ſolntely neceſſary to their Felicity, than by expoſing 
themſelves as they do; and if they did not marry 
ſo ſoon they would make themſelves amends by 
marrying ſafer; ſhe is always married roo ſoon, 
who gets a bad Husband and ſhe is never marricd 
too late, who gets a good one: In a Word there 
is no Woman, Deformity, or loſt Reputation except ed, 
but if ſhe manages well may he married ſafely one 
time or other; but if ſhe precipitates herſelf, ic 
is ten Thouſand to one but ſhe is undone. | 
BO I come now to my own Caſe, in which 
5 | | | there 
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there was at this time no little Nicety. The Cir- 


cumſtances I was in, made the Offer of a good Hus- 
band, the moſt neceſſary thing in the World to me; 
but 1 found ſoon that to be made Cheap and Eaſy, 


was not the way: It ſoon began to he found that 


the Widow had no Fortune, and to ſay this, was to 
ſay all that was Ill of me: Being well Bred, Hand- 
ſome, Witty, Modeſt and Agreeable; all which I 
had allow'd to my Character, whether juſtly, or 
no, Is not to the Purpo'e : I fay, all theſe would 
not do without the Droſs. In ſhort, the Widow they 
ſaid had no Money ! 

[ reſoly'd therefore that it was neceſſary to change 


my Station, and make a new Appearance in ſome 


other Place, and even to paſs by another Name if 
I found Occaſion. 

[| communicated my Thonghts to my Intimate 
Friend the Ca tain's Lady, who! had fo faichfully 
ſerved in her Caſe with the Captain; and who was 
as ready to ſerve me in the ſame kind as I could 
| deſire: I made no ſcruple to lay my Chcumſtances 
open to her, my Stock was but low, for I had made 
but about 540 J. at the Cloſe of my laſt Aff ir, and 
I had waſted ſome of that : However, I had about 
460 J. left, a great many very rich Cloths, a Gold 
Watch, and ſome Jewels, tho' of no extraordinary 
Value, and about 39 or 401. left in Linnen not di- 

os'd of. | | 

Mu Dear and Faithful Friend, the Captain's Wife 
was ſo ſenſible of the Service | had done her in the 
Affair above, that ſhe was not only a ſteddy Friend 
to me, but knowing my Circumſtances, ſhe trequently 
made me Preſents as Money came into her Hands 
ſach as fully amounted to a Maintainance; ſo thar 
I ſpent none of my own, and at Jaſt ſhe made this 
unhappy Propoſal to me viz. that as we had ob- 
ſerv'd, as above, how the Men made no ſcruple to 
ſet themſelves out as Perſons meriting a Woman 

| ' of 
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of Fortune of their own; it was but juſt to deal 
with them in their own way, and if it was poſſible 
to deceive the Deceiver. 
Tux Captain's Lady. in ſhor!, put this Project 
into my Head, and told me if 1 ould be rul'd by 
her I ſhould certainly gec a Husband of Fortune, 
without leaving kim any room to Reproach me with 
want of my own : I told her that | would give up 
my felt wholly to her Directioas, and that I would 
have neither Tongue to (peak, or Feet to ſtep in that 
Affair, but as ſhe ſhould direft me; depending that ſhe 
would Extricate one out of every Difficulty that ſhe 
3 me into, which ſhe ſaid ſhe would anſwer 
or 

T ++ firſt Step ſhe put me upon. was to call her 
Couſin, and go to a Rclation's Houſe of hers in the 
Country, where ſhe directed me; and where | ſhe 
brought her Husband to viſit me, and calling me 
Couſin, ſhe work'd Matters ſo about, that her 
Husband and ſhe together invited me moſt paſſio- 
nately to come to and with them, for they 
now liv'd in a quite different Place from where 
they were be ore. In the next Place ſhe tells her 
Husband that I Fad ar leaſt 15007. Fortune, and 
That I was like t) have a great deal more 

I x was enough to tel} her Hnshand this, there 
needed nothing on my side; | was but to fit ſtill and 
walt the Event, for it preſently went all over the 
Negbbourhoad that the young Widow at Captain 
s was a Fortune, that ſhe had at leaſt 1500 / 
and perhaps a great deal more, and that rhe Capt ain 
faid jo, and if el e the Captain was qsk'd at any time 
about me, he made no ſcruple to affirm, tho? he 
knew not one Word of the Matter, other than that 
his \\ be had told him fo; and in this he thought 
no Harm, for he © really believ d it to be ſo. With 
the Rep Sat 0: this Fortune, | preſently found my 
zel! plc irh Admirers enopgh, and that J had 
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my Choice of Men, as they ſaid they were, which 
by the way confirms what I was ſaying before : This 
being my Caſe, I who had a ſubtil Game to Flay, hat 
nothing now to do hut to ſingle out from them 
all, the propereſt Man that might be for my Pur- 
poſe ; that is to ſay, the Man who was moſt likely to 
depend upon the hear ſay of Fortune, and not en- 
quire too far into the Particulars; and unleſs | did 
this, I did nothing, for my Caſe would not bear much 
Enquiry. 

I pick'd out my Man without much Difficulty, by 
the Judgment | made of his way ef conrting me; [ 
had let him run on with his Proteſtations that he 
loy'd me above all the World; that if I would make 
kim happy, that was cnovgh :; ail which ] knew 
was upon Suppolition that I was very Rich, tho' I 
never told nim a Word of it my ſelt. 

Ty:s was my Man, but I was totry him to the 
Bottom, and indeed in that coniifted my Safety, 
for if he baulk d, J knew 1 was undone, as ſurely 
as he was undoae if he took me; and if I 
did not make ſome ſcruple about his Fortune, it wa: 
the way to lead him to raife ſome ahbont mine; and 


firſt therefore, I pretend on all Hccaſions to deubt 


his Sincerity, and told tim perhaps he only courted 
me for my Fortune ; he ſtopd my Mouth in that 
Part, with the Thunder f his Proteſtitions as a» 
bove, hut till * pretended to doubr. 

ONE Morning he pulls eff his Diamond Ring, 
and writes upon the Glaſs of the Sath in my Cham- 
ber this 1 1ae, 

You I Love, ond you alone. 

I read it and ask'd him to lead me the Ring, with 
which | wrote under it this, 

Aud ſo in Love ſays every o. 

He takes his King again, and writes another Line 
thus, 
Virrte 


— 


o „ 
OB 


—ä—ä4—ꝰ A 
— —— A —— i ed ——pů 
2 


(78) 


Virtue alone is an Eſtate. 

I borrowed it again and I wrote under it, 

But Money's Virtue, Gold is Fate. 

He colour'd as red as Fire to ſee me turn ſo quick 
upon him, and in a kind of Rage told me he would 
Conquer me, and wrote agaln thus, 

I ſcorn your Gold, and yet I Love, 


I ventur'd all upon the laſt caſt of Poetry, as you'll 


ſee, for | wrote boldly under his laſt. 

I'm Poor Let's ſee how kind you'll prove. 

This was a ſad Truth to me, whether he believ'd 
me or no I could not tell; I ſappoſed then that he 
did not. However he flew to me, took me in his 
Arms, and kiſſing me very eagerly, and with the 
greateſt Paſſion imaginable, he held me faſt till he 
call'd for a Pen and Ink, and told me, he could not wait 
the tedious writing on a Glaſs, but pulling out a piece 
of Paper he began and wrote again, 

Be mine with all your Poverty. 

I took his Pen and follow'd immediately thus, 

Yet ſecretly you hope I Lye. 

He told me that was unkind, becauſe it was not 
juſt, and that I put him upon contradicting me, 
which did not conſiſt with good Manners, and there- 
fore ſince J had inſenſibly drawn him into this Poe- 
tical ſcribble, he beg'd I would not oblige him to 
break it off, ſo he writes again, 

Let Love alone be our Debate. 

I wrote again, 

She loves enough that does not hate. 

This he took for a favour, and fo laid down the 
Cudgels, that is to ſay the Pen; I ſay, he took it 
for a Favour, and a mighty one it was, if he had 


known all: However he took it as I meant it, that 


is, to let him think 1 was inclin'd to go on with 
him, as indeed I had Reaſon to do, for he was the 
beſt humour'd merry ſort of a Fellow that I ever 
met with; and J often reflected how doubly goes 
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nal it was to deceive ſuch a Man; but that Neceſ- 
fity, which preſs'd me to a Settlement ſuitable to 
my Condition, was my Authority for it, and cer- 
tainly his Afﬀection to me, and the Goodneſs of his 
Temper, however they might argueagainſt uſing him 
ill, yet they ſtrongly argued to me, that he. would 
better take the Diſappointment, than ſome fiery 
temper'd Wretch, who might have nothing to re- 
commend him but thoſe Paſſions which would ſerve 
only to make a Woman miſerable. 

BESivD=es, tho I had jeſted with him (as he ſup- 
pos'd it) ſo often about my Poverty, yet when he 
found 1t to be true, he had fore cloſed all manner of 
Objection ſceing whether he was in jeſt or in ear- 
neſt, he had delar'd he took me without any Regard 
to my Portion, and whether was in jeſt or in earneſt, 
I had declar'd my ſelf to be very Poor, ſo that in 4 
Word, | had him faſt both ways; and tho' he might 
ſay aiterwards he was chcated, yet he could never 
ſay that 1 had cheated him. 

He - purſued me cloſe after this, and as I faw 
there was no need to fear loſing him, I play'd the in- 
different Part with him longer than Prudence might 
otherwiſe have dictated to me: But! confide:*d how 
much this Caution and Indifference won'd give me 
the Advantage over him, when | ſhould come to 
own my Circumſtances to him; and I managed it the 
more warily, becaulſe J found he inter'd from theace, 
that I either had the more Money, or the more judg- 
ment, and would not venture at all. 

[ took the freedom one Day to tell him, that it 
was true | had receiv'd the Compliment of a Lover 
from him, namely, that he wonid take mo Without 
enquiring into my Fortune, and 1 would maze him 
a ſuitable Return in this, viz. that l would make 
as little enquiry into his as conſiſted with Reaſon, 
but [ hoped he would allow me to ask ſome Qureits: 
ons, which he ſhould anſwer or not as he thought 
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fit ; one of theſe Queſtions related to our manner 
of Living, and the Place where, becauſe 1 had ncard 
he had a great Plantation in Virginia, and 1 told 
him I did not care to be Fran ported. . 

Hs began from this Diſconrſe to let me Volun— 
tarily into all his Affairs, and to tell me in a rank 
open way, all his Circumſtance, by which l found he 
was very well to paſs in the World; but that great 
part of his Eſtate conſiſted of three Plant, tions, 
which he had in Virginia, which brought him in a 
very good Income of about 300 J. a Year; but that if 
he was to live upon them, would bring him in four 
times as much , very well, chorght 7, you ſhall carry 
me thither then as ſoon as you pleaſe, tho' I wort 
tell you ſo before hand. | 

| jeſted with him about the Figure he would 
make in Virginia; but I found he would do any thing 
I deſired, fo | turn'd my Tale; I told him I had 
good Reaſon not to deſire to go there to live, becauſe 
if his Plantations were worth ſe much there, I had 
not a Fortune ſuitable to a Gentleman of 1 200 /, 
a Year as he ſaid his Eſtate would be. 

Hes reply'd he did not ask what my Fortune as, 
he had told me from thc beginning he would not, and 
he would be as good as his Word ; but whatever 
it was, he aſſured me he would never deſire me to 
go to Virginia with lim, or go thither himſelt with- 
out me, unleſs | made it my Choice. 

AI, this you may be ſure, was as I wiſh'd, and 
indeed nothing could have happen*d more perfectly 
agreeable; I carried it on as far as this with a ſort 
of Indifferency, that he often wonder d at, and [| 
mention it the rather to intimate again to the Ladies 
that nothing but want of Courage for ſuch an In- 
differency, makes our Sex ſo cheap, and prepares them 
to be ill us'd as they are; would they venture the 
Loſs of a pretending Fop now and then, who carries it 
high upon the point of his on Merit, they would 
43 
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certainly be ſlighted leſs, and u ted more; my ad [ 
diicovered really what my great Fortune was, and 
that la all i had not full 500 J. when he expected 
15001. yet | hook'd him fo faſt, and piay'd him fo 
long that [| was ſatisfied he would have had me in 
my worſt Circumſtances; and indeed it was leſs a 
Surprize to him when he learnt the Truth, than it 
would have been, becauſe having not the leaſt Blame 
to lay on me, who had carried it with an Air of 
Indifference to the laſt, he could not Jay one WV ord. 

except that indeed he thought it had been more. bu! 

that it it had been leſs, he did not repent his ; Bar- 
gain; only that he ſhould not be able to maintain 
me ſo weil as he intended, 

It: fhort, we were martied. and very Fappil 
married on my ſide, Haſſure yon, as to the A u 
tor he was the beſt humour'd Man that cver Woman 
had hut his Cirſtumſtances were not ſo god as L 
imagined, as on the other hand he had not better'd 
him elt 0 much as he expected. 

Wu we were marricd | was ſhrewdly put to 
it to bring him that little Stock I had, and to let 
him ſee it was no more; but there was a Necefſity 
for it, ſo I took my Opportun ty oue Day when we 
were alone, to enter into a ſhort Dialogue with 
him about it. My Dear, /ai4 I we have been 
married a Fortnight, i it not time to Jet you know 
whether you have got a Wife with ſomething or 
with nothing ? Your own time far that my De: fe ſays 
he, Jam ſat isfied have got the Vie I lover 1 Haze 
not trouble 4 5 neuc h, ſays he, wit 7) uy E/ Di . 
K. 

T war's true, ſaid 7, but I have a great Difficulty 
about it, which I ſcarce know how to mannage. 
Mat is that my Dear, ſays he? Why, sches , tis a 
little hard upon me, and tis harder upon you z J 
am told that Captain, (meaning un 55 Priond 5 

zusband) has told you I had a great deal more 
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than ever I pretended to have, and J am ſure ! 
never employ'd him to do ſo 

WI I, fays he, Captain ———— many have told 
me ſo, but what then, if you have not ſo much, that may 
lye at his Door, but you never told me what you had, 
5 I have no Reaſon to blame you if you have nothing at 
all, 

Trar is ſo juſt, /aid 7, and fo generous, that it 
makes my having but a little a double Affficton to me. 

T a lei you have my Dear, ſays he, the worſe for 
us both; but I hope your Affliction is not caus'd for fear 
J ſhould be unkind to you, for want of a Portion; No, 
no, if you have nothing tell me plainly, I may perhaps tell 
the Captain he has cheated me, but 1 can never ſay you 
have, for aid not you give it under your Hand that you 
was Poor, and ſo I ought to expett you to be. 

WEIT, ſaid I, my Dear, | am glad I have not 
been concern'd in deceiving you beiore Marriage, 
if J deceive you ſince, 'tis ne'er the worſe ; that ! 
am Poor, *tis too true, but not fo Poor as to have no- 
thing neither; ſo I pull'd out ſome Bank Bills, and 
gave him about a Hundred and Sixty Pounds, there 
— ſomething my Dear, ſays I, and not quite all nei- 
ther. | 

had brought him fo near to expecting nothing, 
by what I had ſaid before, that the Money, tho' the 
Sum was ſmall in it ſelf, was doubly welcome; he 
own'd it was more than he look'd for, and that le 
did not queſtion by my Diſcouſe to him, but tha! 


my fine Cloaths, Gold Watch, and a Diamond 


Ring or two had been all my Fortune. 

let him pleaſe himfelf with that 160 J. two 
or three Days, and then having been abroad that 
Day. and as if I had been to fetch it, | brought him 
a Hundred Pounds more home in Gold, and told 
him there was a little more Portion for him; and in 
ſhort, in about a Week more | brought him 87 6 
more, and about 69 /. in Linnen, which I made - 
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b-lieve I had been obliged to take with the 100 f. 
which I gave him in Gold, as a Compoſition for a 
Debt o 6001. being little more than five Shillings 
in the Pound, and over-yalued tco. 

AN D now, my Dear, ſays I ro him, I am very 
ſorry to tell you, that I rave given yon my whole 
Fortune; I added, that if the Perſon who had my 
600 J. had not abus'd me, I had been worth a Thou- 
ſan] Pound to him, hut that as it was. I had been 
faithful, and reſerv'd nothing to my ſelf, but it it 
had been more he ſhould have had it. 


He was fo obliged by the Manner, and ſo pleas'd 


with the Sum, for he had been in a terrible Fright 
leaſt it had been nothing at all, that he accepted it 
very thaukiully: And thus I got over the Fraud of 
paſſing for 'a Fortune without Money, and cheating a 
Man into Marrying me on pretence of it; which, 
by the nel tike to be one of the moſt dangerous 
Steps a V. man can take, and in which ſhe runs the 
moſt hazzards of being ill uſed afterwards. 

Mi 5459and, to give him his due, was a Man of 
infinite good Nature, but he was no Fool; and 
finding his Income not ſuited to the manner of Li- 
ving which he had intended, if ] had brought him 
what he expeded, and being under 2 Diſappoint— 
ment in his return of his Plantations in /Y7rgma, he 
diſcovered many times his Inclination of going over 
to VNrgivi, to live upon his own 5 and often would 
be m»gnifying the way of living there, how Cheap, 
how Plenti ul, how Pleaſant, and the lille. 

began preſeatly to underſtand his meaning, and 
I took him up very plainly one Morning, and told 
him that I did  ; that | found his Eſtate turn'd to 
no Account at this Diſtaace, compar'd to what it 
would do if he liv'd upon the Spot, and that | found 
he had a mind to go and live there; that I wag 
ſeuſible he had been diſappointed ina Wife, and that 
fading his Expectations not anſwer d that way, I 
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could do no leſs, to make him amends, than tell him, 
that 1 was very willing to go to Virginia with him 
and live there. 

H & ſaid a Thonſand kind things to me upon the 


Subject of my making ſuch a Propoſal to tim: He 


told me that tho* he was diſappointed in his Expe- 
Qations of a Fortune, he was not diſappointed ina 
Wife, and that I was all to him that a Wife could 
be, but that this Offer was ſo kind, that is was 


more than he could expreſs. 


To bring the Story ſhort, we agreed to go; he 
told me that he had a very good Houſe there well 
furniſh'd, that his Mother liv'd in it, and one Sifter, 
which was all the Relations he had; that as ſoon 
as he came there, they would remove to another 
Houle which was her own for Lite, and his after 
her Deceaſe; fo that l ſhould have all the Houſe to 
my ſelf ; and 1 found it all exactly as he ſaid. 

We put on board the Ship, which we went in, a 
large quantity of good Furniture for our Fouſe, 
with Stores of Lianen and other Neceſſaries, and a 
good Cargoe for Sale, and away we went. 

T o give an Account of the manner of our Voyage, 
which was long and full of Dangers, is out of my 


way, 1 kept no Journal, neither did my Husband; 


all chat I can ſay is, chat after a terrible Paſſage, 
frighted twice with dreadful Storms, and once with 
what was ſtill more terrible, I mean, a Pyrate, who 


came on board and took away almoſt all our Provi- 


viſions; and, which would have been beyond all to 


me, They had once taken my Husband. but by In- 


treati-s were prevail d with to leave him: ,1I fay, 
after all theſe terrible Things, we arriv'd, in Turk 


_ River in Firginia and coming to our Plantation, we 


were received with ail the Tendernefs and Aﬀec- 
ion (by my Husband's Mother) that. could be ex- 
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WI liv'd here all together, my Mother-in-law, 


at my Entreaty, COnciguing in the Honſe. for ſhe was 


too kind a Mother to be parted with; my Husband 

likewiſe continued the ſame at firſt, and 1 thought 

my ſelf the happieſt Creature alive; when an odd 

and ſurprizing Event put an end to all that Felicity 

in a Moment, and rendred my Condition the moſt 
uncomfortable in the World. 

Mx Mother was a mighty chearfn! <b0d hu- 
mour'd old Woman, I may call her fo, for her Son 
was above Thirty: I ſay, ſhe was very pleaſant 
good Company, and us'd to entertain me in Part icu- 
lar, with abundance of Stories to divert me, as well 
of the Country we were in, as of the People. 

AON G the reſt, ſhe often Told me how the 
greateſt part of the Inhabite [nts of that Colony came 
thither in very indifferent Cirumftances from Exg- 
land; that, generally ſpeaking, they were of two 
Sorts. either (1.) ſuch as were brought over by Ma- 
ſters of Ships to be ſold as Servants; or (2.) ſuch 
as are Tranſported after having been found guilcy 
of Crimes punithable w 15 Death: 

Wren they come pere, /ays ſhe, we make no 
difference, the Planters buy them, and they work 
together in the Field till their time is out; when 
'tis expir'd, ſald ſhe, they have Encouragement gi- 
ven them to Plant for themſelves z for they have a 


certain Number of Acres of Land gllottcd them by 


the Country, and they go to work to clear and cure 


the Land, and then to Plant it with Tobacco and 
Corn for the: r own Uſe; andas the Merchants will 
truſt them with Tools, and Ne celſaries, upon the 
Credit of their, Ciop before it is grown, io they 
again Plant every Yezr a little more than the Year 
before, and fo buy whatcver they want - ith” the 
Crop that is be ore them. Hue Child, ſays (be, 
many a Newyare- 1 becomes a geit Kar and 
We have, Cort i Nit ine, 5 3 1 Ju tices of the 8 cace, 
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Officers of the Train'd Bands and Magiſtrates of 


the Towns they live in, that have been burnt in the 
Hand. 


SHE was going on with that part of the Story, 
when her own part in it interruped her, and with a 


great deal of good humour'd Confidence ſhe told 
me, ſhe was one of the ſecond fort of Inhabitants 


herſelt; that ſhe came away openly, having veatur'd 
too far in a Particular Caſe, fo that ſhe was become 
a Criminal, and here's the Mark of it Child, ſays 
ſhe, and ſhewed me a very fine white Arm and Hand, 
but branded in the in-fide of the Hand, as iu tuch 
Caſes it mult be. . 
Tuns Story was very moving to me, but my 
Mother (ſmiling) faid, you n-ed not think ſuch a 
thing ſtraage, D wghter, for ſome of the beſt Men 


in the Country are burnt in the Baud, and they are 


not aſham'd to own it ; there's Major —— „ ſays 
ſhe, he was an Eu inent Pick pocket; there's Ju- 
ſlice Ba —7, was a Shoplifter, and both of 
them were burnt in the Hand, and I could name 
you ſeveral ſuch as they are. 
Wr had frequent Diſcourſes of this kind, and a- 
bundance of Inſtances the gave me of the like; after 
me t:meas the was telling ſome Stories of one 
that was T'ranſported but a few Weeks ago, I began 
in an latimate kind of way, to ask her to tel] me 
fomething of her own Story, which ſhe did with-t: e 
utmoſt Plainne's and -incerity 3 how ſhe had fallen 
into very ill Company in London in her young Days, 
oocaſion d by her Mother ſending her frequen ly 0 
carry Victuals to a Kinſwoman of hers who was a 
Priſoner in Newgate, in a miſerable ſtarving Condi- 
tion, who was afterwards Condemn'd to dye, but 
baving got Reſpit by pleading her Belly, periſh'd 
atterwards 1n the Priſon. 

HSM my Mother-in-Law ran ont in a long ac- 
count of the wicked Practices in that dreadful 8 

an 


o a% 


(87) 


and Child, ſays my Mother, perhaps you may know 
little of it, or it may be have heard nothing about 
it; but depend upon it, ſays ſhe, we all know here, 
that there are more Thieves and Rogues made by 
that one Priſon of Newgate, than by all the Clubs 
and Societies of Villains in the Nation; 'tis that 
curſed Place, ſays my Mother, that half Peoples this 
Colony. | ih 
H+ « = ſhe went on with her own Story ſo long, 
and in fo Particular a Manner, that | began to be 
very uneaſy, but coming to one Particular that re- 
quir'd telling her Name, I thought I ſhould have 
{ſunk down in the Place; ſhe perceiv'd I was out of 
order. and ask d me if | was not well aud what 
aild me? I told her I was fo affected with the 
melancholly Story ſhe had told, that it had overcome 
me, and I beg'd of her to talk no more of it: Why 
my Dear, ſays ſhe very kindly, what need theſe things 
trouble you ? Theſe Paſſages were long before your time, 
and they give me no Trouble at all now, nay, I look back on 
them with a Particular Satisfaction, as they have been 
a Means to bring me to this Place? I hen ſhe went 
on to tell me how ſhe tell into a good Family, 
where behaving berſelf well, and her Miſtreſs dying, 
her Maſter married her, by whom ſhe had my 


Husband and his Siſter, and that by her Diligence 


and good Management after her Husband's Death, 
ſhe had improved the Plantations to ſuch a degree 
as they theu were, ſo that moſt of the Eſtate was of 
her getting, not of her Husband's. for ſhe had been 
4 Widow upwards of Sixteen Years. 

1 heard this part of the Story with very little 
Attention, becauſe I wanted much to retire and give 
vent to my Paſſions, and let any one judge what 
muſt bethe Anguiſh of my Mind, when I came to 
reflect, that this was certainly no more or eſs haz 
my own Mother, and that | had now had two Chil- 
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dren, and was big with another by my own Brother, 
and lay with him ſtil] every Night. 

| was now the moſt unhappy of all Women ia the 
World: .O ! had the Story never been told me, 
ail had been well; it had been no Crime to have lain 
with my Husband, it 1 had known nothing of it. 


| had now ſuch a Load on my Mind that it kept 


me perpetually waking; to reveal it, | could not find 
would be to any Purpoſe, and yet to eonceal i- would 
he next to impoſſible; nay. I did not doubt but [ 
thould talk in my Sleep, and tel} my Husband of it 
whether | would or no: If 1 diſcover'd it, the leaſt 
thing I could expect was to loſe my Busband, tor he 
was too nice and too honeſt a Man to have continu'd 
ny Husband after he had known l had been is si- 
iter, ſo that I was perplex'd to the laſt Degree. 
lea ve it to any Man to judge what ifficulties 
preſented to my View, I was away fem my Native 
Country at a Diſtance prodigious, and the return to 
me unpaſlable: I liv'd very well, but in a Clrcuin- 
Nance viinfferabie1n 1tſeli; if I had diſcover'd my 
ſelf to my Mother, it might be difficult to convince 
her ot the Particulars, and I hid no way to. prove 
them: On the otierband, if ſhe had que ſtion'd or 
doubted che, l had been undone, fer tie bare Sug- 
geſtion would have immediately ſeparated me from 
my Hu:band, without gaining my Motler or hem, 
o that between the Surprize on one hand, and the 
Uncertaiaty on the other, I lad been ſure to be un- 
done. | 
I x the meantime as was but to ſure of the 
Fact, | lived therefore in open avowed luceſt and 
Whoredom, and all under the appearance of an !0- 
neſt Wife; and tho? | was not much toncted with 
ihe Crime of it, yet the Action had ſometbing init 
ſh: king to Nature. ard made my Husband cven 
Lon fidetaticon, I refoly'd, that it was abſolutcly 
| necel 
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neceſſary to conccal it all, and not make the leaſt 
Diſcovery of it either to Mother or Husband ; and 
thus | Iiv'd with the greateſt Preſſure imaginable 
for three Years more. 

Duni this time my Mother uſed to be frequently 
telling me old Stories of her former Adventures which 
however were no ways pleaſant to me ; for by it, tho” 
ſhe did not tell it me in plain Ter ms, yer J could 
underſtand, joy n'd with what I heard my ſelf, of my 
firſt Tutors that in her younger Days ſhe had becn 
Whore and Thief; but [ verily believe ſhe had liv'd 
to repent ſincerly of both, and that ſhe was then a 
very Pious, Sober and Religious Woman. WO 

W-+ LL, let her Life have been what it 18018 
then, it was certain that my Life was wery uneaſy 
to me; for I liv d, as I have ſaid, but in the wortt torr 
of Whor edom, and as I could expect no good of it, 
ſo really no good Iſſue came of it, and all my ſeem- 
ing Proſperity wore off and ended in N iſery and 
Deſtruction. It was ſome time indeed before it came 
to this, for every thing went wrong with vs aiter- 
wards, and that which was wer ſe, my Husband grew 
ſtrangely alter'd, iroward, jealous, and unkind, 
and } was as impatient of bearing his Carriage; as 
the Carriage was unreaſonable and unjuſt: Theſe 
things proceeded ſo far, and we came at laſt to be 
in ſuch ill Terms with one another that I claim'd 
a Promiſe of him which he enter'd willingly into 
with me, when J conſentcd to come from EMH and 
with him, viz. that if 1 did not like to hve there, 
I ſhonld come away to E land again when I pleas d, 
giving lim a Year's warning to fertile his Hits. 

1 ſay, I now «laim'd this Prone of him, and I muſt 
confeſs | did it not in ihe meſt obhging Terms that 
could be neither; but! inſiſted that he tricated me 
ill, that I was remote from my Friends, and could 
do my ſelf no Juſtice, and that te was Jesjous 1 wien 
out Cauſe. my Converſation having been unblame— 
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able, and he having no Pretence for it, and that to 
remove to Exgland, would take away all Occaſion 
from him. F123 

L inſiſted ſo peremptorily upon it, that he could 
not avoid coming to a Point, either to keep his 
Word with me, or to break it; and this, notwith- 
ſtanding he uſed all the Skill he was Maſter of, and 


employ'd his Mother and other Agents to prevail 


with me to alter my Reſolutions ; indeed the bot- 
tom of the thing lay at my Heart, and that made 
all his Endeavours fruitleſs, for my Heart was alie- 
nated from him. I loath'd the Thoughts of Bed- 
ding with him, and uſed a Thouſand Pretences of 
Illneſs and Humour to prevent his touching me, 
fearing uot'ing more than to be with Child again, 
which to be ſure would haye prevented, or at 
leaſt delay'd my going over to England. 
„ Howsvex, at laſt I put him fo out of Humour 
that he took up a raſh and fatal Reſolution, that 
in ſhort I fhonld not go to Ezgland ;, that cho he had 
promis'd me, yet it was an unreaſonable thing, that 
it would be ruinous to his Aﬀa.rs, would unhinge 
his whole Family, and be next to an Undcing him in 
the Mold; that therefore I ought not to delir it of 
him, and that no Wif: in the Wld that valned her 
Fam.ly and her Husband's P. ofperity, would jiufilt 
upon ſuch a thing. 

TH1s plung'd me again, for when I conſidered 
the thing calmly, and took my Husband as he really 
was, a diligent careful Man, in the main, and that 


be knew nothing of the dreadful Circumſtances that 
he was in, could not but conteſs to myſ{ If that 


my Pr poſal was very unreaſonable, and what no 
Wie that had the good of her Family at Heart 
wou'd have deſir'd. „„ | | 
Bur my Diſcontents were of another Nature; 

I look'd upon him no longer as a Husband, but as 
a ncar Relation, the Son of my own Mother, and | 
| : re- 
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reſolv'd ſome how or other to be clear of him, but 
which ay! did not know. 

Ir is ſaid by the ill-natur'd World, of our Sex. that 
if we 2re ſet on a thing, it is impoſſible to turn vs 
from our Reſylutions: In ſhorr, | never ceas'd poring 
upon the Means to bring to paſs my Voyage, and 
came that length with my Husband at laſt, as to 
propoſe going without him: This provok'd him to 
the lait degree, and re call'd me not only an unkind 
Mie, hut an unnatural Mother, and ask'd me how I 
could entertain ſuch a Thought without Horror, as 
th-t of leaving my two Children (for one was dead) 
without a other and never to ſee them more. J. 
was true, had things been right, I ſhou'd not have 
done it, but now, it was my real deſire never to ſee 
them, or him either any more; and as tothe Charge 
of uanatn'al I could eaſily anſwer it to my ſelf, while 
I knew that the whole Relation was unnatural in the 
higheſt degree. | 

Howxvex, there was no bringing my Husband to 
any thing ; he would neither go with me, or let me go 
without him, and it was out of my Power to ſtir with- 
ou his Conſent, as any one that is acquainted with 
the Conſtitution of that Country knows very well. 

Wr had many Family Quarrels about it, and they 
began to grow up to a dangerous Height, for as 1 was 
quite eſtrang'd from him in Affection, fo I took no 
heed to my Word-, but ſometimes gave him Language 
that was provoking: In ſhore, | ſtrove all | could to 
bring him to a parting with mc, which was what 
above all things I deſir'd moſt. 

Hr took my Carriage very ill. and indeed he migh 
well do fo, for at 1:ſt I refus'd to Bed with lim, aud 
carrying on the Breach upon all occaſions to extre- 
mity, he told me once he thought I was Mad, and it 
did not alter my Conduct, he would put me under 
Cure; that is to ſay, into a Mad bouſe : 1 told him he 
Mould find 1 was far enough from Mad, and that it 
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was not in his power, or any other Villians to Mur— 


ther me; | contets at the ſame time | was heartily 
frighted at his Thoughts of putting me into a Mad- 
Hine, which woul4 at once have deſtroy'd all the 
poſſivility of bringing the Truth out; for that then, 
no one would have given Credit to a word of it. 

Tu 15 therefore brought me to a Reſolution, hat- 
ever came cf it, to lay open my whole Caſe ; but Which 
way to do it, or to whom, was an inextricable Dif- 
ficulty ; when another Quarrel with my Husband 
happen'd, which came up to ſuch an Extream as al- 


moſt puſh'd me on to tell it him all to his Face; but 


tho' 1 kept it in ſo as not to come to the particulars, 
I ſpoke ſo much as put him into the utmoſt Contuſion, 
and in the End brought out the whole Story. 

He began with a calm Expoſtulation upon my be- 
ing fo reſolute to go to England ; I defended it, and 
one hard Word brin: ing on another, as is uſual in all 


Family Strife, held me, I did not treat him as if he 


was my Husband, or talk of my Children, as if | was 
a Mother; and in ore, that I did not deſerve to be 


us'd as a Wife : That he had us'd all the tair Means 


poſſible with me; that he had argu'd with all the 


' kindneſs and calmneſe, that a Husband or a Chriſtian 
- ought to do, and that made him ſuch a vile return, 


that I treated him rather like a Dog than a Man, 


and rather like the moſt contemptible Stranger than 
a Husband : That he was very loth to uſe Violence 


with me, but that, i ſhorr. he law a Neceſſity of ic 
now, and that for the future he ſhould beoblig'd to 


take fuch Meaſuxes as ſhould reduce me to my Duty. 


My Blood was now fir'd to the utmoſt, and no- 
thing could appear more provok'd ; I to d him for 


bis fair means and his fonl they w ere equally con- 


temn'd by me; that for my going to England, | was 
reſolv'd on it, come what would; and that as to 
treating him not like a Husband, and not ſhowing 
ny (eff a Mother to my Children, there might be 
| ſome— 
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ſomething more in it than he underſtood at preſent ; 
but I thought fit to tell him thus much, that he nei- 
ther was my lawful Husband, nor they lawful Chil- 
dren, and that l had reaſon to regard neither of 
them more than | did. ; | | 

[| Confeſs I was mov'd to pity him when I ſpoke 
it, for he turn'd pale as Death, and ſtood mute as 
one Thunder ſtruck, and once or twice thought he 
would have fainted 5 in ſhort, it put him ia a Fit 
ſomething like an Apoplex; he trembl'd, a Sweat or 
Dew ran off his Face, and yet he was cold as a Clod, 
fo that | was forced to fetch ſomething to keep Life 
in him; when he recover'd of that, he grew lick and 
vomited, and in a little after was put to Ved, and 


the next Morning was in a violent Fever, 


Howrzvek it went off again, and he rccovered 
tho* but ſlowly, and when he came to be a little bet- 
ter, he told me, | had given him a mortal Wound 


with my Tongre, and he had only one thing to ask 


before he deſir'd an Explanation ; 1 interrupted him, 
and told him 1 was ſorry | had gone ſo far, fince 1 
ſaw what dilorder it put him into, but I defir'd him 
not to talk to me of Explanations, for that would 
but make things worſe, 


This heighten'd his Impztience, and indeed per- 
plex'd him beyond all bearing; tor now he begau to 


ſuſpect that there was ſome Myſtery yet unfolded, 
but could not make the leaſt guels at it; ail thac 
run in his Brain was, that | bad another Hnsband 
alive, but | aflur'd him, there was not the leaſt of 
that in it; indecd as to my other Husband he was 
effeuallv dead to me, and had told me I fhon'd 
look on him as ſuch, ſo | had not the leaſt uneaſi- 
nels 01 that ſcore. Ft, 

By: now 1 found the thing too far gone to conceal 
it moch enger, and my Husbaad nimſelt gave, me 
an po tunity to caſe my ſelf of the Secret much 
to my Satisfaction; he had laboured with me three 

or 
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or four Weeks, but to no purpoſe, ouly to tell him, 
' whether I had ſpoken thoſe Words only to put him 

in a Paſſion, or whether there was any ehing of 
Truth in the bottom of them: But I continued in- 
flexible, and would explain nothing, unleis he would 
firſt conſent to my going to Exgland, which he would 
never do, he ſaid, while he liv d; on the other hand 
I faid it was in my power to make him willing when 
] pleas'd, Nx, to make him entreat me to go; and 
this increas'd his Curioſity, and made him impor- 
tunate to the higheſt Degree. 

Ar length he tells all this Story to his Mother, 
and ſets her upon me to get it out of me. and ſhe us d 
her utmoſt Skill indeed; but I put her to a full ſtop 
at once, by telling her that the Myſterv of the whole 
Matter lay in herſelf; that it was my Reſpect to her 
had made me conceal it, and that, in ſhort, | could go 
no farther, and therefore conjur'd her not: to inkiſt 
upon it. | 
 Snx was ftruck dumb at this Suggeſtion, and could 

not tell what to ſay or to think; but laying aſide 
the Suppoſition as a Policy of mine, continued her 
Importunity on accodnt of her Son, and if poſſible 
to make up the Breach between us two; as to that, 
I told her, that it was indeed a good Deſign in her, 
but that it was impoſſible to be done; and that 
it I ſhould reveal to her the Truth of what ſhe de- 
ſir d ſhe would grant it to be impoſſible, and ceaſe 
to deſire it: At laſt I ſeem'd to be prevail'd on by her 
Importunity, and told her I dare truſt her with a Se- 
cret of the greateſt Importance, and ſhe would ſoon ſec 
that this was fo, and that I would conſent to lodge 
it in her Breaſt, it ſhe would engage ſolemnly not 
to acquaint her Son with it without my Conſent. 

Suk was long in promiſing this Part, but rather 
than not come at the main Secret ſhe agreed to that 
too, and after a great many other Preliminaries, [ 
began and told her the whole Story: Firſt 1 1 

ON 
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how much ſhe was concern'd in all the unhappy 
Breach which had happen'd between her Son and 
me, by telling me her own Story, and her London 
Name; and that the Surprize ſhe ſee | was in, was 
upon that Occaſion : Then I told her my own Story 
and my Name, and aflar'd her by ſuch other Tokens, 
as ſhe could not deny, that I was no other, nor more 
or leſs than her own Child her Danghter born of 
her Body in Nemgate; the ſame that had ſav'd her 
from the Gallows by being in her Belly. and that ſhe 
left in ſuch and ſuch Hands when ſhe was Traafſported. 
Ir is impoſſible to expreſs the Aſtoniſnment ſhe 
was in; ſhe was not inclin'd to believe the Story; or 
to remember the Particulars; for ſhe immediately 
foreſaw the Confuſion that muſt follow in the Family 
upon it; but every thing concurr'd ſo exactly with 
the Stories ſhe had told me of her ſelf, and which, 
if ſhe had not told me, ſhe would perhaps have been 
content to have denied, that ſhe had ſtopd her own 
Mouth, and ſhe had nothing to do but take me a- 
bout the Neck ard kiſs me, and cry moſt yehemently 

. over me, without ſpeaking one word for a long time 
F together; at laſt ſhe broke out, Uahappy Child! fays 
| ſhe, What miſerable Chance could bring thee hither ? and 
| in the Arms of my Son too! Dreadiul Girl! ſays ſbe, 
why we are all undone ! Married ro thy own Brother? 

z Three Children, and two alive, all of the ſame Fleſh and 
Blood! MySon and my Daushter lying together ara hand 
| and Wife ! All Confuſion and Diſtraction, mifcrable Fa- 
mily What will become of 1s? What ig to be ſaid ? What 
| is to be done? And thus ſhe run on a great while, nor 
- | had 1 any Power to ſpeak, or if 1 had, did I know 
what to ſay, for every Word wounded. me to the 
Soul: With this kind of Amazement we parted for 
the firſt time, tho' my Mother was more ſurpriz d 
than I was, becauſe it was more News to her than 
to me: However, ſhe promis'd again, that ſhe xould 
ſay nothing of it to her Son, till we had talkd of it 
vy again, Ir 
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[ r was not long, you may be ſure, before we had 
a ſecond Conference vpon the ſame Subject; when, as 
if ſhe had been willing to forget the Story ſhe had 


told me of herſelf, or to ſuppoſe that I had forgot 
ſome of the Particulars, ſhe began to tell them with 


Alterations andOmiſſions; bur | refreſh'd herMemory, 
in many things which I ſuppoſed ſhe had forgot. and 
then came in fo opportunely with the whole Hiſtory, 
that it was impoſſible for her to go from it; and 
then ſhe fell into her Rhapſodies again, and Excla- 
mations at the Severity of her Misfortunes : When 
theſe things were a little over with her, we fell into 
a cloſe Debate about what {hould he firſt done be— 
fore we gave an account of the matter to my Husband, 
But to what purpole could be all our Conſultations? 
we could neither of us ſec our way thro? it, or how 
it could be ſafe to open ſuch a Scene to him; it was 
impoſſible to make any judgment, or give any gneſ 
at what Temper he would receive it in, or what 
Meaſures he wonld take upon it; and if he ſhould 
have fo little Government of himſelf, as to make it 
publick, we eaſily foreſaw that it would be the ruin of 
the whole Family, and if at laſt he ſhould take the 
Advantage the Law would give him, he might put me 
away with Diſdain, and leave me to ſue tor the little 
Portion that I had, and perhaps waſte it all in the 
Suit, and then be a Beggar; and thus I ſhould ſee 
him perhaps in the Arms of another Wife in a few 
Months, and be my felt the moſt miſerable Creature 
allve. 

Mx Mother was as ſenſible of this as 1 ; and upon 
the whole, we knew not what to do; after ſome time, 
we came to more ſober Reſolutions, but then it was 
with this Misfortune too, that my Mother's Opinion 
and mine were quite differe t from one another, and 
indeed inconſiſtent with one another; for iny Mo- 


ther's Opinion was, that I ſhonid bury the whole 


Thing entirely, and continue to live with him as m. 
. * ; . - R Hy: 
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tnsband,till ſome other Event ſhould make the Diſ- 
covery of it more convenient; and that in the mean 
time the would endeavour to reconcile us together 
again, and reſtore our mutual Comfort and Family 
Peace; that we might lie as we us'd todo together. 
and ſ let the whole matter remain a Secret as cloſe 


as eath; tor Child, ſays ſhe, we are both undone if 
it comes aut. 


* 

To encourage me to this, ſhe promis d to le me 
. eaſy in my Gircumſtances, and to leave me what ſhe 
1 conld at her Death, ſ-cur'd for me ſepararely from 
my Husband; fo chat if it ſhould come out after- 
- W wards, ! ſhould be able to ſtand on my own Feet, a 
, W procure Juſtice too from him. 

:'F Tn's Fropoſal did not agree with my Judz -ment, 
v WW tho'it was very fair aud kind in my Mother, bur 
Ss my Thoughts run quite another way. 

's As to keepiug the thing in our own Breaſts, and 
WW I᷑tting it all remain as it was, I told her it was im- 
d poſſible; and J ask'd her how ſhe could think I cou'd 
it bar che Thoughts of lying with my on Brother? In 
ol WW the next pl:ce | told her, that her being alive was the 
ie WW only ſipport of theDiſcovery,and that while ſheown'd 
ne WW me for her Child, and ſaw reaſon to be ſatisfied that 
tle WW | was fo, no body elſe would doubt it; but that if 
he WW ſhe ſhould die before the Diſcovery, I ſhould be 
ee taken for an impudent Creature that had forg'd ſuch 
ev WW a thing to go away from my Husband, or ſhould be 


ure counted Craz'd and Diſtracted: Then! told her how 
be had threaten'd already to put me into a Mad- 
100 WW houſe, and what Concern J had been in about it, and 
& how that was the thing that drove ihe to the Neccf- 
lity of diſcovering it to her as I had done. 

FRO Mall which I told her, that I had, on the mot 
ſerious Reflections I was able to make in the Caſe, 
come to this Reſolution, which 1 hop'd ſhe would 
like, as a Medium between both, viz. That ſhe ſhould 
uſe ner endeavours with her Son to give me leave to 
H 40 
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go for England, as I had deſired, and to farniſh me | 
'with a ſufficient Sum of Money, either in Goods 
along with me, of in Bills for my Support there, all 
along ſuggeſting, that he might one time or other | 
think it proper to come over to me. f 
Tua when I was gone ſhe ſhould then in cold 
Blood, diſcover the Caſe to him gradually, and as her 
own Diſcretion ſhould guide; ſo that he might not 
be ſurpriz'd with it, and fly out into any Paſſions and 
Exceſſes; and that ſhe ſhould concern herſelf to pre- 
vent his ſlighting the Children, or marrying again, 
unleſs he had a certain account of my being Dead. 
TH1s was my Scheme, and my Reaſons were good; 
I was really alienated from him 1n the Conſequence of 
theſe Things; indeed | mortally hated him as a Hus- 
band, and it was impoſſible to remove that 1ivetcd 
Averſion I had to him; at the ſame time, it being an 
unlawful inceſtuous Living, added to that Averſion, 
and every thing added to make Cohabiting with 
him the moſt nauſeous thing to me in the World; 
and ! think verily it was come to ſuch a height, that 
I could almoſt as willingly have embrac'd a Dog, as 
have let him offer any thing of that kind to me, for 
which Reaſon l could not bear the Thoughts of com- 
ing between the Sheets with him; ] cannot ſay that 
1 was right in carrying it ſuch a length, while at the 
ſame time I did not reſolve to diſcover the thing to 
him; but lam giving an account of what was, not 
of what ought or ought not to be. | 
I's this directly oppotite Opinion to one another t 
my Mother and [continued a long time, and it was © 
impoſſible to reconcile our Judgments; many Diſ- 
putes we had about it, but we could never either of h 
us yield our own, or bring over the other. * 
inſiſted on my Averſion to lying with my own Þ 1 
Brother; and ſhe inſiſted upon its being impoſſible IF If 
To bring him to conſent to my going to England ; and tt 


in ths uncertainty we continued, not differing ſo s E 
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to quarrel or anv thing like it; but ſo as not to be 
able to reſolve what we ſhould do to make up that 
terrihle Breach. 

A laſt Irefolv'd on a deſperate Court, ard told 
my Muther my Re:olution, viz. That in ſhort, I wou'd 
tcl] him of it my ſelt; my Mother was frightcd to the 
lait degree at the very Thoughts of it; but 7 bid her 
be eaſy, to'd her 1 would do it graduaily and foftly, 
and with al} the Art and good Humour 1 was Miſtre's 


of, and time it alto as wel] as 1 could, taking him in 


good Humour too: 7 rold ter, I aid not queſtion but 
if I con'd be Hypocrite enough to feign more Aﬀec- 
tion to him than I really had, I ſhould fuccecd in all 
my Deſign, and we might pert by Conſent, aud with 
a good Agreement, for | might love him well enough 
for a Brother tho' | could not for a Hu band. 

Ari this while he lay at my Mother to find ont, 
if poſſible, what was the meaning of that dreadful 
Expreſſion of mine, as he call'd it, which I mentian'd 
before; namely, That I was not his lawful Wife, nor 
my Children his legal Children: My Mother put him 
off, told him ſhe conld bring me to no Explanations, 
but found there was ſomething that diſturb'd me very 
much, and ſhe hop'd ſhe ſhould get it out of me in 
time, and in the mean time recommended to him 
earneſtly to uſe me more tenderly, and win me with 
his nſual gocd Carriage; told him of his terrifying 
and affrighting me with his Threats of ſending me 
to a Mad-houfe, and the like, and advis d him not to 
make a Woman Deſperate on any account whatever. 

HE promis'd her to ſoften his Behaviour, and hid 
her aſſure me that he lov'd me as well as ever, and 
that he had no ſuch deſign as that of ſending me to a 
Mad-houſe, whatever he might ſay in his Faſſion; al-. 
io he deſir'd my Mother to uſe the ſame Perſwaſions 
to me too, and we might live together as we us d todo. 

found the Effects of this 7 reaty preſently ; my 
Husband's Conduct was immediately alter'd, and he 
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was quite another Man to me; nothing could be 
kinder and more obliging than he was to me upon 
all Occaſions ; and | could do no leſs than make 
ſome return to it, which I did as well as I could, but 
it was but in an awkard manner at beſt, for no. 
thing was more frightful to me than his Careſſes, and 
the Apprehenſions of being with Child again by him, 
was ready to throw me into Fits; and this made me 
Ice that there was an abſolute neceſſity of breaking 
the Caſe to him without any more delay, which how— 
cver [did with all the Caution andReſerve imaginable, 

H x had continued his alter'd Carriage to me near 
a Month, and we began to live a new kind of Life 
with one another; and could | have ſatisfied my ſelf 
to have gone on with it, 1 believe it might have con- 
tinued as long as we had continu'd alive together, 
One Evening as we were ſitting and talking together 
under a litting Anning, which ſerv'd as an Arbour 
at theEntranceiato theGarden he was ina very plea- 
fant agreeable Humour, and ſaid abundance of kind 
things to me, relating to the Pleaſure of our preſent 
good Agreement, and the Diſorders of our paſt 
Brcach, and what a Satisfaction it was to him, that 
we had room to hope we ſhould never have any more 
of it. | 

I ietcir'd a deepSigh,andtold him there was noBody 
in the World could be more deliglited than | was, m 
the good Agreement we had always kept up, or more 
aſflicted with the Breach of it, but I was ſorfY to tell 
him that there was an unhappy Circumſtance in our 
Caſe, which lay too cloſe to my Heart, and which 
knew not how to break to him, that rendred my 
part of it very miſerable, and took from me all the 
Coinlort of the reſt. 

Hr importun'd me to tell him what it was; Itold 
him I could not tell how to do it, that while it was 

conceal'd from him, I alone was unhavpy, but if he 


Know it alſo, we ſhould be both ſo; and that * 


— — 
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fore to keep him in the dark about it was the kind- 
eſt thing that I could do, and it was on that account 
alone that I kept a Secret from him, the very keep- 
ing of which | thought would firſt or laſt be my De- 
ſtruction. 

Ir is impoſſible to expreſs his Surprize at this Re- 
lation, and the double importunity which he uſed 
with me to diſcover it to him: He told me I could 
not be call'd kind to him, nay, I could not be faith- 
ful to him, if I conceal'd it from him; | told him I 
thought ſo roo, and yet | could not doit. He went 
back to whar I had ſaid before to him, and told me 
he hoped it did not relate to what I had faid in my Paſ- 
ſion; and that he had reſolv'd to forget all that, as 
the Effect of a rah provok'd Spirit; I told him ! 
wiſh'd 1 could forget it all too, but that it was not 
to be done, the Impreſſion was too deep, and it was 
impoſſible. 

He then told me he was reſoly'd not to differ with 
me in any thing, and that therefore he would impor— 
tune me no more about it, reſolving to acquieſce in 
whatever I did or ſaid; only begg'd I would then 
agree, that whatever it was, it ſhould no more in- 
terrupt our Quiet and our mutual Kindneſs. 

This was the moſt provoking thing he could have 
faid to me, for I really wanted his farther importn- 
nities, that J might be prevail'd with to bring out 


that which indeed was like Death to me to conceal z 


ſo Hanſwer'd him plainly, that 1 could nor fay | was 
glad not to be impoituncd, rho? I could not tell how 
to comply; but come, my Dear, ſaid I, what Con- 
ations will you make with me upon the opening this 
Affair to you? 

Ax Conditions in the World, ſaid he, that you can 
in reaſon deſire of me; well, /4i4 I, come, give it me 
under your Hand, that if you do not find Jam in any 
Fault, or that lam willingly* concern'd in the Cauſes 
of the Mlisfortunes that is rg follow, vou will not blame 
H 3 me, 
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me, uſe me the worſe, do me any Injury, or make 


me be the Sufferer for that which is not my far lt 

ur, ſays he, is the moſt reaſonable Dem ind in 
the World; not to blame you for that which is not 
your fault; give me a Pen and Ink, {ys he, folran 
in and fetch'd Pen, Ink and Paper, and he wrote the 
Condition down in the very Words! had propoſed 
it, and fign'd it with his Name; well, ſays he what 
is next, my Dear? Why, ſays I, the next is. that 
you will not blame me for not diſcovering the Sect et 
to you before I knew it. Very juſt again, /- ys; be, 
with all my Heart; fo he wrote down that alſo and 
fign'd it. | 

Werl, my Dear, fays I, then l have but ore Con; 
dition morc to make with you, and that is, that as 
there is no body concern'd in it but vou and |. you 
ſhall not diſcover it to anv Perſon in the World, cx. 
cept your own Mother; and that in all tre Mezfares 
you ſhall take upon the Diſcovery, as 1 am cqually 
concerivd in it with you, tho as Innocent as Jou; ſelf, 
you ſhall do nothing in a Paſſion, not ing to my ire- 
judice, or to your Mother's Prejudice, without my 
Knowledge and Conſent. 

Tuis a little amaz'd him, and he wrote down the 
Words diſtinctly, but read them over and over before 
he ſign'd them, heſitating at them ſeveraltimes, and 
repeating them; my Mother's Prejudice] and your Pre- 


judice ! What myſterious thing can this be? however, 


at laſt he ſign d it. 

WELL, /ays I, my Dear, I'll ask vou no more under 
your Hand, but as you ere to bear the moſt unxpected 
and ſurprizing thing that perhaps ever betel any 
Family in the World, l beg you to promiſe me you will 
receive it with Compoſuie and a Preſence ot Mind 
fuitable to a Man of Senſe. 

I*r 1 do my utmoſt, ſays he, upon Condition you 
will keep me no longer iu ſuſpence, for you cerrify 


me with all theſe Preliminaries. 


CY 
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WELL then, ſays 7, it is this, as I told you before 
in a Heat, that | was not your lawful Wife, and that 


our Children were not legal Children, ſo l muſt let 


you know now in calmneſs, and in kindneſs, but with 
Affliction enough, that 7 am your own Siſter, and you 
my own Brother, and that we are both the Children 


of our Mother now alive, and in the Houſe, who is 


convinc'd of the Truth of it, in a manner not to 
be denied or contradicted. 

I aw him turn pale, and look wild, and I ſaid, now 
remember your Promiſe, and receive it with Preſence 
of Mind; for who cou'd have ſaid more to prepare 
you for it, than I have done? However Icall'd a 
Servant, and got him a little Glaſs of Rum, which is 
the uſual Dram of the Country, for he was juſt faint- 
ing away. 

WuHenw he was a little recover'd, I ſaid to him, 
this Story you may be ſure requires a long Explana- 
tion, and therefore have Patience and compoſe your 
Mind to hear it out, and I |] make it as ſhort as I can, 
and with this, I told him what I thought was needful 
of the Fact, and particularly how my Mother came 


to diſcover it to me, as above; and now my Dear, 


ſays I, yon will ſee Reaſon for my Capitulations, and 
that I neither have been the Cauſe of this Matter, 
nor could be ſo, and that l could know nothing of 
it before now. | | 

am fully ſatisfied of that, ſays be, but tis a dread- 
ful Surprize to me; however, | know a Remedy for it 
all, and a Remedy that ſhall put an End to all your 
Difficulties, without your going to England. That 
would be ſtrange, /a:d I, as all the reit; No, No, 


ſays he, Ill make it eaſy, there's no Body in the wa 


of it all, but my ſelf: He look'd a little diſorder'd, 
when he ſaid this, but I did not apprehend any thing 


from it at that time, believing, as it us'd to be ſaid, 


that they who do thoſe things never talk of them; or that 
they who talk of ſuch things never do them. 
H 4 Bur 
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Bor things were not come their height with him, 
and ! obfery'd he became Penſive and Melancholy; 
and in a Word, as I thonght a little Diſtemper'd in 
his Head : Tendeavour'd to talk him into Temper, 
and into a kind o Scheme for our Government in 
the Afﬀiir, and ſometimes he would be well, and talk 
with ſom> Courage about it; but the Weight of it 
lav too heavy upon his Thoughts, and went fo far 


that he made two Attempts upon himſelf, and none 


of them had adually ſtrangled himſelf, and had not 
his Mother come into the Room in the very Moment, 
he had died; but with the help of a Negro Servant, 
ſhe cut him down and recover d him. 

Tui ss were now come to a lamentable height: 
My pity for him now began to revive that Affect on, 
which at firſt I really had for him and I endecavour'd 
fincerely, by all the kind Carriage cou d, to make up 
the Brezch; but in ſhort it bac gotten too great a 
Head, it prey d non his Spirits, and it threw him 
into a ling'ring Con ſumption, tho' it bappeu'd not 
to be Mortal, In this Diſtreſs I did not know whit 
to do, as his Life was apparently declining, and! 
might pet haps have Mar: y'd again there, very much 
to my Advantage, it had been my Buſineſs to have 
ſtaid in the C untry ; but my Mind was reſtl:ſs too, 
I hanker'd after coming to Ergl:ind, and nothing 
would ſatisfy me without it. 

{x ſhort, by an unwearicd importunity my Rus— 
band, who was apparently decaying, as I obſerv'd, 
was at laſt prevail'd with, and lo my Fate prſhing me 

on, the way was made Sear tor me and my Mot her 
concuirirg, 1 obtain'd a very good Cargo for my come 
ing to Exglaud. 

Wurs I parted with myr Brother, for ſuch lam 
now to call him; we agre ed that aiter J arriy'd, he 
mould pretend to have ani Account that 1 was dead 


in Ene, and fo might Marry again when hè wou'd; 


he promis'd, and enzag'l to me, to Correſpond with 


+ & 
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me as a Siſter, and to Aſſiſt and Support me as lan 
as | liv'd : and that if he dy'd before me, he woul 
leave ſufficient to his Mother to take Care of me 
ſill, in te Name of a diſter, and he was in ſome 
reſpect juſt to this; hut it was fo oddly mannag'd 
that J felt the Difappointments very ſenübly after- 
wards, as you ſhall hear in its time 

I came away in the Month of Auguſt, after I hal 
been Eight Years in that Country, ani now a new 
Scene of Misfortunes atten!e} me, which perhaps 
few Women have gone thro the like. 

WIE had an indifferent good Voyage, till we came 
juſt upon the Coaſt f Fug und, and where we arriy d 
in two and thirty Days, but were then ruffled with 
tio er three Storms, one of which drove ns away to 
the Coaſt of /reland, and we put in at Kin/ale: We 
remain d there about thirteen Days got ſome Re- 
freſhment on Shore, and put to Sea ag in, tho* we 
met with very bad Weather again in which the Ship 
ſprung her Main maſt, as they cad it : But we got 
at lait into Mil ſord ook in ales, where tho it 
was remote from our Port, yet having m Foot ſife 
upon the firm Ground of the Ifle of Britain, J re- 
ſolv'd to venture it no more upon the Waters, which 
had been fo terrible to me; ſo getting my Cloat' g 
and Money on Shore with my Bills of Loading, and 
other Papers. | reſolv'd to come for London, and 
leave the Ship to get to her Port as ſhe could; 
the Port whither ſhe was hound, was to Briſtel, 
where my Brother's chief Correſp ondent liv'd. 

got to London in about three Weeks, where 1 
heard a little while after, that the Ship was arriv'd 
at Briſtol, but at the ſame time had the Mis fortune 
to know that by the violent Weather {he had hen 
In, and the breaking of her Main-mait, ſhe had 


great Damage on Board, and that 4 grea: part of 


her Cargor was ſpoil'd. 


| had 
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| I had now a new Scene of Life upon my Hands, 


and a dreadful Appearance it had; | was come away 


with a kind of final Farewel ; what | brought with 
me, was indeed conſiderable, had it come ſafe, and 


by the help of it, I might have marrie! again tol- 


lerably well; but as it was, I was reduc'd to be- 
tween two or three Hundred Pounds in the whole, 
and this without any hope of Recruit. I was en- 
tirely without Friends, nay, even ſo much as with- 
ont Acquaintances, for I found it was abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary not to revive former Acquaintance; and as 
for my ſubtle Friend that ſet me up formerly for a 
Fortune, ſhe was dead and her Husband alſo. 

Tu x looking after my Cargoe of Goods ſoon af— 
ter obliged me to take a Journey to Briſtol, and du- 
ring my Attendance upon that Affair, I took the 
Diver ſion of going to the Bath, for as I was ſtill 
tar from being old, ſo my Humour, which was al- 
ways Gay, continu'd ſo to an Extream ; and being 
now, 4s it nere, a Woman of Fortune, tho' I was a 
Woman without a Fortune, I expected ſomething, 
or other might happen in the way, that might 
mend my Circumſtances, as had been my Caſe be- 
tore. | 

Tue Bath is a Place of Gallantry enough; Expen- 
five, and full of Snares; I went thither indeed 
in the View of taking what might offer; but | 
mult do my ſelf juſtice, as to proteſt I meant no- 
thing but in an honeſt way, nor had any Thoughts 
about me at firſt that look'd the way, which after- 
terwards | ſuffered them to be guided. 

HER I ſtay d the whole latter Seaſon, as it is 
call d there, and contracted ſome unhappy Acquain- 
tance, which rather prompted the Follies | fell 


_afterwards into, than tortify'd me againſt them: [1 


liv'd pleaſantly enough, kept good Company, that is 

to ſay, gay fine Company; bur had the Diſcourage- 

ment to find this way of Living ſunk me e 
ane 
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and that as I had no ſettled Income, ſo ſpending 
upon the main Stock, was but a certain kind of bleed- 
ing to Death; and this gave me many ſ.d Kefle&.ons : 
However I ſhook them off, and ftill flatter d my 


ſelf that ſomething or other might offer for my 


Advantage. 

Bu T1 was in the wrong Place for it; I was not 
now at Redriff, where if | had ſer my ſelf rollerably 
up, ſome honeſt Sea Captain or other might have 
talk'd with me upon the honourable Jerms of 
Matrimony ; but | was at the Bath, where Mea find 
a Miſtreſs ſometimes, but very rarely look for a 


Wi'e ; and Conſequently all the Particular Acquzin- - 


tances a Woman can expect there, mult have ſome 
Tendency that way. | 

I had ſpent the firſt Seaſon well enough, for tho” 
I had contracted ſome Acquaintance with a Gen- 
tleman, who came to the Bath for his Diver- 
verſion, yet | had enter'd into no felonious Treaty : 
I had reſiſted ſome Caſual Offers of Gallantry, and 
had manag'd that way well enough; I was not wick- 
ed enough to come into the Crime for the meer Vice 
of it, and I had no extraordinary Offers that temp- 
ted me with the main thing which I wanted. 

HoweveR,l1 went this length the firſt Seaſon, (v:iz.) 
I contraged an Acquaintance with a Woman in 
whoſe Houſe I lodg'd, who tho” ſhe did not keep an 
ill Houſe, yet had none of the beſt Principles in 
her ſelf: I had on all Occaſions behav'd my ſelf 
ſo well as not to get the lealt dlur upon my Repu- 
tation, and all the Men that I had convers'd with, 
were of ſo good Reputation that 1 had not gotten 
the leaſt Reflection, by converſing with them; nor 
did anv of them ſeem to think there was room for 
a wicked Correſpondence, it they had offered it; 
yet there was one Gentleman, 4s above, who always 
ſingled me out for the Diverſion of my Company, as 
he call'd it, which, as be was plenſed ro ſay, was very 
rere 
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agreeable to him, but at that time there was no 


more in it. 


I had many Melancholly Hours at the Bath af- 
ter all the Company was gone, for tho* I went to 
Briſtol ſomerimes for the diſpoſing my Effects, and 
for Recrnits of Money, yet i choſe to come back 
to the Bath for my Refidence, becauſe being on good 
Terms with the Woman, in whole Houſe I lodg'd in 
the Summer, I found that duriog the Winter I liv'd 
rather cheaper there than I could do any where elte; 
here, I ſay, I pais'd the Winter as heavily as I had 

add the Ao chearfully ; but having contra- 

Zed a nearer Intimacy with the ſaid Woman, in 
Whole Houſe I jodg'd, I could not avoid commu— 
nicating ſomething of what lay hardeſt upon my 
Mind, and particularly the narrowneſs of my Cir- 
cumſtances: I told her allo, that I had a Mother 
and a Brother in Virginia in good Circumſtances, 

and! as I had really written back to my Mother in par. 
ticylar to repreſent my Condition, and the great 
Lofs I had ieceiv'd, fo | did not fail to ler my new 
Friend know, that | expected a Supply from thence, 
and fo indeed I did ; and as the Ships went from 
Briſtol, to YVork- River in Virginia, and back again Se- 
nora ly in leſs time than from London, aud that my 
Brother correſponded chiefly at Briftul, thought it 
wes much better for me to walt here for my Re- 
turns, than to go to London. 

My new Friend appear'd ſenſibly affected with 
my Condition, aud indeed was ſo very kind, as to 
reduce the rate of my living vith her to ſo low a 
Price during the Winter, that ſhe convinc'd me ſhe 
got nothing by me; and as for Lodging, during 
the Winter, | paid noting at all. 

Wurd the Spring Seaſon came on, ſhe con- 
tinn'd to be as kind to me as ſhe could, and 1 loag'd 
with her for a time, till it was found neceſſary to do 
othery: tie; ſh? had Gme perſons of C! rnd that 
5 tre⸗ 
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frequently lodg'd in her Houſe, and in particular 
the Gentleman who, as I faid, ſingled me out for 
his Companion in the Winter before z and he came 
down again with another Gentleman in his Com— 
pany and two Servants, and lodg'd inthe fame Houſe : 
I ſafpected that my Landlady had invited him thi- 
ther, letting him know that I was ſtill with her, 
but ſhe deny? d it. 
Is a Word, this Gentleman came down and con- 
tinu'd to ſingle me out for his peculiar Confidence; 
he was 2 compleat Gentleman, that muſt be con fe fs d, 
and his Company was agreeable to me, as mine, if 
I might believe him, was to him; he made no Profeſ- 
ſions to me, but of an extraordinary Reſpect, and he 
had ſuch an Opinion of my Virtue, that, -s te ofrex 
profeſs d, he bel:ev'd if he ſhould offer any thiag elſe, 
1 ſhould reject him with Contempt; he ſoon under- 
ſtood trom me that I was a Wid: on that 1. hack 
riv'd at Briſtol from Jirginia by the laſt Ships; and 
that 1 waited at the Bach till the vs Virginia Fleet 
ſhould arrive, by which | expected conſiders ll 
tets; I underſtood by him, that he had a if 
that the Lady was diſtemper'd in her Head. and 
was under the Conduct of her own Relations, 


which he conſented to to avoid any Reflection that 
might be caſt upon him for miſmanaging her Cure; 


and in the mean time he came to the Bath to diverr 


his Thoughts under ſuch a melancholly Cireum- 
ſtance. 


M yr Landla oy y, Who of her on accord cnconuras d 
the Correſpondence on al} Occalions, gaze me 332 
? | 


advantageous Character of him, as of a n . 
Honour and of Virtue, as well as of a great Eftare; 


and indeed J had Rcaſon to fry ſo of him too, er 
tho' we lodg'd both on a Es or, dad he hat tris 
quently come into my Chamber, cven when 1 was 


In Bed, and I ajio into his, ver he never GffOTCH, a- 
ny thing to me farther than a Nils, or 19. mich as 
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ſolicited me to any thing till long after, as you ſhall 
hear. 


| frequently took Notice to my Landlady of his 


exceediug Modeſty, and ſheagein uſed to tell me, 


ſhe believ'd it was fo from tie Beginning; however 
ſhe uſed to tell me that ſhe thought I ought to ex- 
pect ſme Gratifications from him for my Company, 
for indeed he did as it were engroſs me. I told her, 
J had not given him the leaſt Occaſion to think J 
wanted it, or that | would accept of it from him; 
She told me, (he would take that part upon her, and 
ſhe manag d it ſo dextrouſly, that the firſt time we 
were together alone, after ſhe had talk'd with him, 
he began to enqu re a little into my Circumſtances, 
as how | had ſubſiſted my ſelf ſince I came on ſhore, 


and whether 1 did not want Money? I ſtood off 


very boldly, | told him that tho* my Cargoe of To- 
bacco was damag d, yet that it was not quite loſt; 
that the Merchat that I had been confign'd to, had 
ſo honeitly managed for me that I had not wanted, 
and that I hop d, with rugal Management, I ſhould 
make it hold out till more would come, which I ex- 
pected by the next Fleet; that in the mean time J 
had ret:ench'd my Expences and whereas I kept a 
Maid laſt Seaſon, now 1 liv'd without; and where— 
as | h:d a Chamber and a Dining Room then on the 
firſt Floor, I now had but one Room two Pair of 
Stairs, and the like; but l live, ſaid I, as well ſatis— 
ty'd now as then; adding, that his Company had 
made me live much more chearfully than otherwiſe 
I ſhould have done, for which I was much oblig'd 
to him; and ſol put off all room for any Offer at 
the preſent: It was not long before he attack d 
me again, and told me he found that I was backward 
to truſt him with the Secret of my Circumſtances, 
which he was ſorry for ;, aſſuring me that he enquir'd 
into it with no deſign to ſatisfy his own Cs 
| | | ut 


ws a «4 
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but meerly to affiſt me if there was any Occaſion 5 
but ſince I would not own my ſelf to ſtand in need 
of any Aſſiſtance, he had but one thing more to de- 
fire of me, and that was, that | would promiſe him 
that when I was any way ſtreighten'd, I would frank- 
ly tell him of it, and that 1 would make uſe of him 
with the ſame Freedom that he made the Offer ; add- 
ing, that I ſhould always find I had a true Friend, 
tho? perhaps I was afraid to truſt him. 


| omitted nothing that was fit to be ſaid by one 


infinitely oblio'd, to let him know, that I had a due 
Senſe of his Kindneſs; and indeed ſrom that time, 
I did not appear ſo much reſery'd to him as I had 
done before, tho? ſtill within the Bounds of the 
ſtricteſt Virtne on both ſides ; but how free ſoever 
our Converſation was, I could not arrive to that 
Freedom which he deſir'd, viz. to tell him | wanted 
Money, tho' I was ſecretly very glad of his Offer. 

Somr Wecks paſs'd after this, and {till I never 


ask'd him for Money; when my Landlady, a cunning ' 


Creature, who had often preſs'd me to it, but found 
that I could not do it. makes a Story of her own 
inventing, and comes in bluntly to me when we were 
together, O! Widow, ſays ſhe, I have bad News to 
tell you this Morning: What is that, ſaid J, is the 
Viroinia Ships taken by the French ? for that was my 
Fear. No, no, ſays ſhe, but the Man you ſent to Bri- 
ſtol Yeſterday for Money is come back, and ſays he 
has brought none, 

could by no Means like her Project; Ithought 
it look'd too much like prompting him, which he 
did not want, and ſaw that ] ſhould loſe nothing 
by being backward, ſo took her up ſhort; I can't 
imagine why he ſhould ſay fo, ſaid J, for 1 aſſure 
you he brought me all the Money 1 ſent him for, 
and here it is, ſaid 7, (pulling out my Purſe with 
about 12 Guineas in it) and added, 1 intend you 
ſhall have moſt of it by and by. 
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Ht ſeem'd diſtaſted a little at her talking as ſhe 
did, as well as I, taking it as | fancy'd he would, as 
ſomething for w ard of her; but when he ſaw me 
give ſuch an Anſwer, te came immediately to him- 
ſelf: The next Morning we talk'd ot it again, 
when found he was fully ſatisfied ; and ſmiling 
ſaid, he hop'd I would net wait Moncy, ad not tell bim 
of it, and that I had promis d him otherwiſe I told 


him I hid been very much diſlatisfied at my Land- 


lady's talking ſo publickly the Day before of what 
the had nothing to do with; but I ſuppos'd ſhe 
wanted what I ow'd her, which was about Eight 
Guireas, which! had refolv'd to give her, and had 
given it her the fame Night. 

Ht was in a mighty good Humour, when he 
heard me ſay, I had watt her, and it went off into 
ſome other Diſcourſe at that time; but the next 
Morning he having heard me up betore him, he call'd 
To me, WH; anſwer'd ; he ask'd ine to come into his 
Chamber; he was in 'Bed when | came in, and he 
mide me come and ht down on his Bed tide for he 
ſaid he had ſomething to ſay to me. After ſome very 
Kind Expreſſions, he ask'd me, if I would be very ho- 
neſt to him, 2 nd give a ſincere An'wer to one thing 


he would deſire of me: After ſome lit:le Cavil 


with him at the word Sizccre, and asking him 
if 1 had ever given him any Anſwers which were 
not Sincere, I promis d him I would; why then WW 
Requeſt was, he ſaid, to let him {ec my Purſe ; 
immediatcly put my Hand into my Pocket, + 
laughing at him, pull'd it ont, and there was in it 
three Guineas and a Half; ö then he ad me, if there 
was all the Money I had ? I told him no, Laughing 
again, not by a great 1 
- We: x then, be ſaid, he would have me promiſt 
to go and fetch him all the Money | had. every 
Farthing: I rold him ] world, and I went into m7 
Chamber, and fetch'd him a little private 9 
where 
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where I had about fix Guineas more, and ſome Sil- 


ver, and threw it all down upon the Bed, and told 
him there was all my Wealth, honeſtly to a Shill- 
ling: Helook'd a little at it, but did not tell it, 
and huddled it all into the Drawer again, and then 
reaching his Pocket, pull'd out a Key, and bad me 
open a little Walnut tree Box he had upon the Table, 
and bring him ſuch a Drawer, which 1 did; 3 in this 
Drawer, there was a great deal of Money in Gold, 
] believe near 200 Guineas, but I knew not how 
much: He took the Drawer, and taking me by the 
Hand, made me put it in, and take a w hole Handful; 
I was backward at that, but he held my Hand hard 
in his Hand, and put it into the Drawer, and made 
me take out as many Guineas almoſt as I could well 
take up at once. 

Wururn l had done ſo, he made me put them in- 
to my Lap, and took my little Drawer, and pour'd 
out all mv own Money among his, and bad me ger 
me gone, and carry it all into my own Chamber. 

1 es this Story the more particularly, becauſe 
of the good Humour of it, and to ſhow the T emper 
with which we convers'd: It was not long after 
this, but he began every Day to find Fault with my 


Cloaths, with my Laces, and H cad- dreſſes; and in a 


Word, preſs'd me to buy better, which by the 
way I was willing enough to do, tho'I did not ſcem 
to beſo; I loy' d nothin i in the World better than 
fine Cloaths, but I told him 1 muſt Houlewiſe the 
Money he had lent me, or elſe I ſhould not he able 
to pay him again. He then told me ina few Words, 
that as he had a fincere Reſp- : for me, and knew 
my Circumſtances, he had not lent me trat Money, 
but given it me, and that he thc ugh t | had merited 
it from him, by giving him my Company fo in- 
tirely as | had done : 1 5 is, he made me take 
a Maid, and keep Houſe, and h's Friend being gone, 


he obliged me to dyet him, Wh ach | cid very will- 
ingly 
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( 114 ) 
ingly, believing, as it appear d, that I ſhould loſe 
nothing by it, nor did the Woman of the Houſe 
fail to find her Account in it too. 

We had liv'd thus near t: rec Months, when 
the Company beginning to wear away at the Bath, 
he talk'd of going jaway, and fain he would have 


me to go to London with him: | was not very caty 


in that Propoſal, not knowing what Poſture } was 
to live in there, or how he might uſe me: But 
wile this was in Debate, he fell very Sick; he bad 
gone out to a Place in Somerſetſbire, calld She pt on, 
and was there taken very ill, and ſo ill that he 
could not Travel, ſo he ſent his Man back to the 


Bath, to beg me that I would hire a Coach and come 


over to him: Before he went, he had left his Mo- 
ney and other things of Value with me and what 
to do with them 1 did not know, but I ſecur d them 
as well as I could, and lock'd up the Lodgings and 
went to him, where! found him very ill indeed, ſo 1 


perſwaded him to be carryed in a Litter to Bath, 


where was more Help and better Advice to be had. 

He conſented, and | brought him to the Bach, 
which was about fifteen Miles, as / remember; here 
he continued very ill of a Fever, and kept his Bed 
five Weeks, all which time I nurs'd him «nd tended 
him as carefully as if I had been his Wife; indeed 
if | had been his Wife I could not have done more; 
I fat up with him ſo much and fo often, that at laſt 
indced he would not let me fit up any louger, and 
then I got a Pallet Bed into his Room, and lay in 
it juſt at his Bed's Feet. 

| was indeed ſenſibly affected with his Condition, 
and with the Apprehenlions of loſing ſuch a Friend 
as he was, and was like to be to me, and | us'd to 
{it and cry by him many Hours together: At laſt 
he grew better, aud gave hopes that he would re— 
cover, s indeed he d'd tho very ſlowly. 


Weg it otherwiſe than what 1 am going to ſuy, 
| : 5 [| 


8 e 


ET an i ... 


Cs 1: 

1 ſhould not he backward to diſcloſe it, as it is ap- 
parent I have done in other Caſes ; but I afhrm, 
through all this Converſation, abating the com- 
ing into the Chamher when I or he was in Bed and 
the neceſſary Offices of attending him Night and 
Day, when he was Sick, there had not paſs'd the 
leaſt immodeſt Word or Action between us. O! 
that it had been fo to the laſt. 

ArTeR ſome time he gathered Strength and 
grew well apace, and I would have remov'd my Pa- 


let Bed, but he would not let me, till he was able 


to venture himſelf without any Body to fit up with 
him, when I remov'd to my own Chamber. oy 

H E took many Occaſions to expreſs his Senſe of 
my Tenderneſs for him; and when he grew well he 
made me a Preſent of Fifty Guineas for my Care, and, 
as he call'd it, hazarding my. Lite to fave his. 

A ND now he made deep Protcſtations of a ſin- 
ccre inviolable Affection for me, but with the utmoſs 
reſerve for my Virtue, and his own: I told him! 
was fully ſatisty'd of it; he carried it that length 
that he proteſted to me, that if he was naked in 
Bed with me, he would as ſacredly preſerve my 


Virtue, as he would defend it, if l was aſſaulted by 


2 Raviſher; [ believ'd him, and told him 1 did fo; 


but this did not ſati-fy him, he wonld, be ſaid, wait 


for ſome Opportunity to give me an undonbted 
Teſtimony of it. 

Ur was a great while after this that I had Occa- 
fion, on my Buſineſs, to go to Briſtol, upon which he 
hir'd me a Coach, and would go with me; and now 
indeed our Intimacy increas'd: From Priftct he 
carryd me to Gloncefler, which was meerly a Jour- 
ney of Pleaſure to take the Air; and here it was cut 
hap to have no Lodgings in the Inn but in one large 
Chamber with two Beds in it: The aſter ot the 
Houſe going with us to ſhow his Reoms, and com- 
ing into that Room, ſaid very frankly to him, Sir, 

e J 


is 


It is none of my Buſineſs to enquire whet her theLady be your 


We 


Sßpouſe or no, but if not, you may lye as honeſtly in theſe | 
two Beds as if you were in two Chambers, and with 
that he pulls a great Curtain which drew quite 
croſs the Room, and effeQually divided the Beds ; E 
well, ſays my Friend, very readily, theſe Beds will do, ; 
and as for the reſt, we are too near a Kin to lye 8 
together, tho' we may lodge near one another; 0 
and this put an honeſt Face on the thing too. When K 
we came to go to Bed, he decently went out of the P 
Room till I was in Bed, and then went to Bed in D 
the other Bed, but lay there talking to me a great E. 
while. t. 
Ax laſt repeating his uſual ſaying, that he could b. 
lye naked in the Bed with me, and not offer me the M 
leaſt Injury, he ſtarts out of his Bed, and now my | 
Dear, ſays he, you ſhall fee how juſt I will be to you, and 5 
8 I can keep my Word, and away he comes to my = 
| Bed. 
2 I reſiſted a little, but J muſt confeſs I ſhould - 
A not have reſiſted him much, if he had not made 0 
iN thoſe Promiſes at all; ſo after a little ſtruggle, I lay 
5 | {11} and let him come to Bed; when he was there "a 
v7 he took me in his Arms, and ſol lay all Night with de: 
him, but he had no more to do with me, or offer'd * 
any thing to me, other than embracing me, as! N 
l ; ay, in his Arms, no not the whole Night, but roſe 'þ 
5 up and drcisd him in the Morning, and left me as my 
4 innocent for him as I was the Day I was born. rp 
1 T AIS was a ſurpriſing thing to me, and perhaps F 
4 may be ſo to others, Who know how the Laws of ho 
4 j Nature Work; for he was a vigorous brisk Perſon ; * 
iq nor did he act thus on a Principle of Religion at all, 8 
4 bu: of meer Affection; inſiſting on it, that tho? I was : a, 
vl to him the moſt agreeable Woman in the World, = 
. yet becauſe he lov'd me he could not injure me. 85 82 
by [ own it was a noble Principle, but as it was what ig * 
*Þ I never ſay before, ſo it was perfectly amazing. * 


(6 | 


We travell'd the reſt of the Journey as we did be- 
fore, and came back to the Bath, where, as he had 
Opportunity to come to me when he would, he often 
repeated the ſame Moderation, and I frequently lay 
with him, and altho' all the Familiarities of Man 
and Wife were common to us, yet he never once 
offered to go any farther, and he valu'd himſelf 


much upon it; I do not ſay, that I was 1o wholly. 


pleas'd with it as he thought I was; for 1 own 
was much wickeder than he. 

We livd thus near Two Years, only with this 
Exception, that he went three times to London in 
that time, and once he continu'd there fonr Months, 
but to do him Juſtice, he always ſupply'd me with 
Money to ſubſiſt on very Handſomely. 

Hab we continu'd thus, I confeſs we had had 
much to boaſt of; but as wiſe Men ſay, it is ill ven- 
turing too near the brink of a Command, fo we 
found it; and here again I muſt do him the Juſtice, 
to own that the firſt Breach was not on his Part : 
It was one Night that we were in Bed together warm 
and merry, and having drank, I think, a little, more 
both of us, than uſual, tho' not ia the leaſt to difor- 
der us, when after ſome other Follies which I car- 
not Name, and being claip'd cloſe in his Arms, J 
told him, (I repeat it wit ſhame and horrer of Soul 
that J could find in my Heart to diſcharge him of 
his Engagement for one Night and no more. 

H took me at my Word immediately, and af- 
ter that, there was no reſiſting him; neither indeed 
had I any mind to reſiſt him any more. | 

Tus the Government of our Virtue was bro- 
ken, and I exchang'd the Place of Friend, for that 
unmuſical harſh ſounding Title of Whore, la the 
Morning we were both at our Penitentials, I cried 
very heartily, he expreſs'd himſelf very ſorry ; but 
that was all either of ns could do at that time, and 
the way being thus clear'd, and the Bars of Virtue 
= | and 
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and Conſcience thus remov 15 we had the leſs to 
ſtruggle with. 

Ur was but a dull kind of Converſation that we 
had together for all the reſt of that Week, I 
Iook'd on him with Bluſhes; and every now and 
then ſtarted that melancholly Objection, Whar if J 
fhoula be with Child now ? What will become of me then? 
He encouraged me by telling me. that as long as 
J was true to him, he would be ſo to me; and ſince 
it was gone ſuch a length (which indeed he never 
intended) yet if I was with Child, he would take 
care of that and me too: This harden'd us both; 
I aſſured him if I was with Child, I would die for 
want of a Midwife rather than name him as the 
Father of it; and he aſſured me, I ſhould never went 
if I ſhould be with Child: Theſe mutual Aſſurances 
harden'd us in the thing, and after this we repeated 
the Crime as often as we pleaſed, till at length, as! 
fear'd, ſo it came to paſs, and 1 was indeed with 
Child. 

ArrER I was ſure it was fo, and I had ſatis fied 
him of it too, we began to think of taking Meu- 
ſures for the managing it, and I propos d truſting 
The Secret to my Landiady, and asking her Advice, 
which he agreed ro: My Landlady a Woman (as! 
tound) us'd to ſuch things, made light of ir; ſhe ſaid, 
ſhe knew 1t would come to that at laſt, and made us 
very merry about it: As1 ſaid above, we found her 
an ex; perienced old Lady at ſuch Work; ſhe er, 
took er cry thing, engag'd to procure a Midwife aud 


a Nurſe, to ſatisfy Sh Enquiries, and bring us off 


with Reputation, and ſhe did fo very dexteroully in- 
Ceecd. 

W nzen TI grew near my time, ſhe deſfir d m 
Gentleman to go away to Londen, or make as if he 
did ſo ; when he was gone ſhe acquainted the Pa- 
riſn Officers that there was a Lady ready to lye in 


at her Houſe, but that ſhe knew = Hubs 1 
we 


[ 
[ 
[ 
a 
V 
t 
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well, and gave them, as ſhe pretended, an account 
of his Name, which ihe call'd Sir Walter Cleave; 
telling them, he was a worthy Gentleman, and that 
he would anſwer for all Enquiries, and the like: 
This fatisfied the Pariſh Officers preſen ly, and I 
lay Inn in as much Credit as | could have done if 
J had really been my Lady Cl-ave; and was aſſiſted 
in my Trava l by three or four of the beit Citizens 
Wives of Bath, which however made me a little the 
more Expenſive to him; | often expreſſed my con- 
cern to him about that part, but he bid me not be 
concerned at it. 

As he had furniſh'd me very ſufficiently with 
Money for the extraordinary Expences of my lying 
Inn, | had every thing very handſome about me 3 
but did not affect to be ſo Gay or Extravagant nei- 
ther ; beſides knowing theWorld, as | had done, and 
that ſuch kind of things do not often laſt long, I 
took care to lay up as much Money as I could for 
a wet Day, as I calld it; making him believe it 
was all ſpent upon the extraordinary Appearance of 
things in my lying Inn. 

B xy this Means, with what he had given me as a- 
bove, I had at the end of my ly ing Inn 200 Guineas 
by me, including alſo what was left of my own. 

1 was brought to Bed of a fine Boy indeed, and a 
charming Child it was; and when he heard of it, 
he wrote me a very, kind obliging Letter about it, 
and then told me, he thought it would look better 
for me to come away for London as ſoon I was up 
and well, that he had provided Apartments for me 
at Hamerſmith, as if ] came only from London, and 
that after a while | ſhould go back to the Bath, and 
he would go with me. 

I Iik'd his Offer very well, and hir'd a Coach on 
purpoſe, and taking my Child and a Wet-Nurſe to 
tend and ſuckle it, and a Maid Servant with me, 
away I went for London. 

14 H x 
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Ht met me at Reading in his own Charriot, and 
taking me into that, left the Scrvant and the Child 
in the hir'd Coach, aud ſo he brought me to my new 
Lodgings at Hamerſmith ; with which 1 had abun- 
dance of Reaſon to be very well pleas'd, for they 
were very handſome Rooms. 


AND now I was indeed in the height of what! 


might call Proſperity, and | wanted nothing but to 
be a Wife, which however could not be in this Caſe, 
and therefore on all Occaſions 1 ſtudicd to ſave what 
I could, as | faid above, againſt the time of Scarcity ; 
knowing well enough that ſuch things as theſe do 
not always continue, that Men that keep Miſtreſles 
often change them, grow weary of them, or Jcalous 
of them, or ſomething or other; and ſometimes 
the Ladies that are thus well us'd, are not careful by 
a prudent Conduct to preſerve the Eſteem of their 
Perſons, or the nice Article of their Fidelity, and 
then they are juſtly caſt off with Contempt. 

Bur I was ſecur'd in this Point, for as I bad no 
Inclination to change, ſo ! had no manner of Ac- 


quaintance, lo no Temptation to look any farther ; 


kept no Company but in the Family where! lodg'd, 
and with a Clergyman's Lady at next Door; ſo 
that when he was abſent I viſited no Body, nor did 
he ever find me out of my Chamber or Parlour when- 
ever he came down; if I went any where to take the 
Air it was always with him. 


Tus living in this manner with him, and his 


with me, was certainly the moſt undefigncd thing 
In the World ; he often proteſted to me that when 
he became firſt acquainted with me, and even to 
the very Night when we firſt broke in upon our 
Rules, he never hada the leaſt Deſign of lying 
with me; that he always had « lincere Affection tor 
me, but not the leaſt real Inclination to do what 
he had done; I aſſured him { never ſuſpected him, 
that if I had, I ſhould not fo eaſily bave yielded to 
"= te 
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the Freedoms which brought it on, but was all a 
Surprize, and was owing to onr having yielded too 
far to our mutual Inclinations that Night; and in- 
deed I have often obſerv'd fince, and leave it as 
a Caution to the Readers of this Story, that we 
ought to be cautions of gratifying our Inclinations 
in looſe and lew'd Freedoms, leaſt we find our Reſo- 
lutions of Virtue fail us in the Juncture when their 
Aſliſtance ſhould be moſt neceſſary. 

Ir is true that from the firſt Hour I began to con- 
verſe with him, I reſolv'd to let him lye with me, 
if he offered it; but it was becauſe I wanted his 
Help, and knew of no other way of ſecuring him: 

But when we were that Night together, and, as I 
have faid, had gone ſuch a length, | found my Weak- 
neſs, the Inclinations was not to be reſiſted, but I 
was obliged to yield up all even before he ask'd 
It | 

HoweveR, he was ſo juſt to me that he never 
upbraided me with that; nor did he ever expreſs 
the leaſt diſlike of my Conduct on any other Occa- 
ſion, but always proteſted he was as much delighted 
with my Company as he was the firſt Hour we came 
together, | 

Ir is true that he had no Wife, that is to ſay, 
ſhe was no Wife to him, but the Reflections of Con- 
ſcience oftentimes ſnatch a Man, eſpecially a Man 
of Senſe, from the Arms of a Miſtreſs, as it did 
him at laſt, tho? on another Occaſion. 

O the other hand, tho' I was not without ſecret 
Reproaches of my own Conſcience: for the Life 1 
led, and that even in the greateſt height of the Sa- 
tisfaction I ever took, yet | had the terrible proſ- 
pect of Poverty and Starving, which lay on me as a 
trightful Spectre, ſo that there wasno looking behind 
me: But as Poyerty brought me into it, ſo fear of 
Poverty kept me in it, and I frequently reſolv'd to 
leave it quite off, if I could but come to lay up Mo- 


ney 
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ney enongh to maintain me : But theſe were 
Thoughts of no weight, and whenever he came to 
me they vaniſh ; for his Company was fo D-light- 
ful, that there was no being Melancholly when he 
was there, the Reflections were all the Subject of 
thoſe Hours when | was alone. 

I liv'd Six Years in this happy, but unhappy Con- 
dition, in which tim | brought him three Children, 
but only the firſt of them liv'd ; and tho? I remov d 
twice 111 that Six Years, yet I came back the Sixth 
Year to my firſt Lodgings at Hamerſmith: Here it 
was that | was one Morning ſurpris'd with a kind 
but melancholly Letter from my Gentleman; inti- 
mating, that he was very ill, and was afraid he 
ſhould have another Fit of Sickneſs, but that his 
Wife's Relations being in the Houle with him, it 
would not be practicable to have me with him, 
which however he expreſs'd his great Diſſatisfacti- 
on in, and that he wiſh'd I could be allow'd to tend 
and Nurfe him as I did before. 

| was very much concern d at this Account, and 
was very impatient to know how it was with him; 
I waited a Fortnight or thereabouts, and heard no- 
thing, which ſurpriz'd me, and I began to be very 
uneaſy indeed; I think, I may ſay, that for the next 
Fornight I was near to diſtracted : It was my par- 
ticular Difficulty, that I did not know directly where 
he was; for I underſtood at firſt he was in the Lodg- 
ings of his Wife's Mother ; but having remov'd my 
ſelf to London, J ſoon found, by the help of the Dire- 
ction I had for writing my Letters to him, how to 
enquire after him, and there I found that he was at 
a Houle in Bloomſbury, whither he had remov'd his 
whole Family; and that his Wife, and Wife's Mo- 
ther were, in the ſame Houſe, tho' the Wife was not 
ſuffered to know that ſhe was in the ſame Houſe with 
her Husband. 2 : : 
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Hen T alſo ſoon underſtood that he was at the 
laſt Extremity, which made me almoſt at the laſt. 
Extremity too, to have a true Account: One Night 
J had the Curioſity to diſzuiſe my ſelf like a Servant 
Maid in a round Cap and Straw Hat and went to 
the Door, as ſent by a Lady of his Neighbourhood, 
where he liv'd before, and giving Maſter and Mi- 
ſtreſs's Service, J ſaid I was ſent to know how Mr. 
— did, and how he had reſted that Night, 
in delivering this Meſſage I got the Opportunity 
1 defir'd, for ſpeaking with one of the Maids, I 
held a long Goffips Tale with her, and had all the 
Particulars of his IIlneſs, which I found was a Plu- 
reſy, attended with a Cough and Fever; ſhe told me 
alſo who was in the Houſe, and how his Wife was, 
who, by her Relation, they were in ſome hopes 
might recover her Underſtanding ; but as to the 
Gentleman himſelf, the Doctors ſaid there was very 
little hopes of him, that in the Morning they thought 
he had been dying, and that he was but little better 
then, for they did not expect that he could live over 
the next Night. 

Tus was heavy News for me, and I began now 
to ſee an end of my Proſperity, and to ſee that it 
was well I had plaid the good Houſewife, and ſav'd 
ſomething while he was alive, for now I had no view 
of my own Living betore me. 

| 7 lay very heavy upon my Mind too, that I had 
a Son, a fine lovely Boy, above five Years old, and 
no Proviſion made for it, at leaſt that I knew of; 
with theſe Conſiderations, and a ſad Heart, I went 
home that Evening, and began to caſt with my ſelf 
how I ſhould live, and in what manner to beſtow my 
{elf, for the reſidue of my Lite. 

Vo may be ſure [ could not reſt without enqui- 
ring again very quickly what was become of him; 
and not venturing to go my ſelf, I ſent ſeveral ſham 
Mellengers, till after a Fortnights waiting longer, I 

tound 
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found that there was hopes of his Life, tho? he 
was ſtill very ill; then I abated my ſending to the 
Houſe, and in ſome time after | learnt in the Neigh- 
bourhond that he was about Houſe, and then that 
he was Abroad again. 

| made no doubt then but that I ſhould ſoon 
hear of him, and began to comfort my ſelf with my 
Circumſtances, being, as I thought, recovered; | wait- 
ed a \Veek, and two Weeks, and with much ſurprize 
near two Moaths and heard nothing, but that being 
recovered he was gone into the Country for the Air, 
after his Diſtemper ; after this it was yet two 


Months more, and then I underſtood he was come to 


_ City-Houſe again, but ſtill l heard nothing from 
him. 
I had written ſeveral Letters for him, and dire- 
cted them as uſual, and found two or three of them 
had been call'd for, bur not the reſt- I wrote again 
in a more preſſing manner than ever, and in one of 
them let him know, that I muſt be forc'd ro wait 
on him my ſelf, repreſenting my Circumſtances, the 
Rent of Lodgings to pay, and the Proviſion for the 
Child wanting, and my own deplorable Condition, 
deſtitute of Subſiſtance after his moſt ſolemn En- 
gagement, to take Care of, and provide for me; I 
took a Copy of this Letter, and finding it lay at the 
Houle, near a Month, and was not call'd for. | found 
Means to have the Copy of ir, put into his Hands at 
a Coffee Houſe, where I had found he had us d to 

0. 
: Hs Letter forc'd an Anſwer from him, by 
which, tho' I found I was to be abandon'd, yet 1] 
tounc! he had ſent a Letter to me ſome time before, 
defiring me to go down to the Bath again; its Con- 
rents I ſhall come to preſently. 

Ir is true that Sick Beds are the times, when ſuch 
Correſpondences as this is look'd on with different 
Countenances, and ſeen with other Eyes then we ſaw 


them 
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them with before: My Lover had heen at the 
Gates of Death, and at the very brink of*Eternity I 
and it ſeems ſtruck with a due Remorſe, and with 
ſad Reflect ions upon his paſt Life ot Gallantry and 
Levity ; and among the reſt, his criminal Corre- 
ſpondence with me, which was indced neither more 
or leſs than a long continu'd Life of Adultery, had 
repreſentcd it ſelf as it really was, not as it had been 
formerly thought by him to be, and he look'd upon 
it now witha juſt Abhorence. 

I cannot but obſerve alſo, and leave it for the Di- 
rection of my Sex in ſuch Caſes of Pleaſure, that 
whenever ſincere Repentance ſucceeds ſuch a Crime 
as this, there never fails to attend a Hatred of the 
Object; and the more the Affection might ſeem to 
be before, the Hatred will be more in Propor- 

tion: It will always be ſo, indeed it cannot be o- 
therwiſe; for there cannot be a true and ſincere 
Abhorence of the Offence, and the Love to the 
Cauſe of it remain; there will with an Abhorence 
of the Sin be found a Deteſtation of the fellow Sin- 
ner; you can expect no other. 

I found it ſo here, tho' good Manners, and Juſtice 
in this Gentleman, kept him from carrying it on to 
any Extream; but the ſhort Hiſtory of his Part in 
this Affair was thus zhe perceived by my laſt Letter, 
and by the reſt, which he went for after, that 1 was 
not gone to the Bath, and that his firſt Letter had 
not come to my Hand, upon which he writes me 

this following: 


Madam, 

I X ſurpris'd that my Letter dated the Sth of laſt 
Mont h did not come to your Hana, I give you my 
Word it was deliver'd at your Lodgings, and to the Hands 

of your Maid. 
I need not acquaint you with what has been my Con- 
dition for ſome time paſt; and how having been at bra 
| | Edge 
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Eage of the Grave, I am by the unexpefled and un- 
* » Aid Mercy of Heaven reſtor'd again: In the 


Condition I have been in, it cannot be ſtrange to you that 
our unhappy Correſpondence has not been the leaſt of the 
Burthens which lay uponmy Conſcience, I need ſay no more, 
thoſe things that muſt be repented of, muſt be alſo re- 
orm d. 

J J wiſh you would think of going back to the Bath, I en- 
cloſe you here a Bill for 50 l. for clearing your ſelf at 
your Lodgings, and carrying you down, and hope it will 
be no Surprize to you to add, that on this Account only, 
and not for any Offence given me on your ſide, I cau 
SEE YOU NO MORE; I will take due care of the 
Child, leave him where he is, or take him with you, as 
you pleaſe; I wiſh you the like Reflections, aud that they 
may be to your Advantage, I am, &c. © 


I was ſtruck with this Letter, as with a thouſand 
Wounds, the Reproaches of my own Conſcience were 
ſuch as I cannot expreſs, for I was not blind to my 
own Crime; and I reflected that I might with leſs 
Offence have continued with my Brother, ſince there 
was no Crime in our Marr 1age on that Score, neither 
of us knowing it. | 

Bur I never once reflected that I was all this while 
a marry'd Woman, a Wite to Mr. — the Linnen- 
Draper, who tho' he had left me by the Neceſſity 
of his Circumſtances, had no Power to diſcharge me 
from the Marriage Contract which was between us, 
or to give me a legal liberty to marry again; ſo that 
I had been no leſs than a Whore and an Adultreſs all 
this while: I then reproach'd my ſelf with the Li- 
berties I had taken, and how I had been a Care to 
this Gentleman, and that indeed 1 was principal in 
the Crime; that now he was merciiully ſnatch d out 
of the Gulph by a convinciug Work upon his Mind, 
but that l was left as if I was abandon'd by Heaven 
to a continuing in my Wickednels, þ 6 

_ 
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Uxpxs theſe Roflections I continu'd very penſive 


ard fad for near a Month, and did not go down to 
the Bath, having no Unclination to he with the Wo- 
men who 1 was with betore, leaſt, as i thought, ſhe 
ſhould prompt me to ſome wicked Courſe of Life a- 
gain, as ſhe hid done; and beſides, I was loth ſhe 
ſhould know | was caſt off as above. 

Ap no» I was greatly perplex'd about my little 
Boy; it was Death to me to part with the Child, and 
yet when I conſider'd the Danger of being one time 
or other lett with him to keep without being able to 
ſuppo!t him, I then reſolv'd to leave him; bot then 


Icon Jaded to be near him my ſelf too, that I might 


have the Satisfaction of ſeeing him, without the Care 
of providing for him. So 1 ſent my Gentleman a 
ſhort Letter that l had obey'd his Orders in all things, 
but that of going back to the Bath, that however 
parting from him was a Wound to me that I could 
never recover, yet that I was ully ſatisfied his Re- 
flections were juſt, and would be very far from de- 
ſiring to obſtruct his Reformation. 

Tur I repreſented my own Circumſtances to him 
in the moſt moving Terms : I told him that thoſe 
unhappy Diſtreſſes which firſt mov'd him to a gene- 
tous Friendſhip for me, would, I hope. move him 
to a little Concern for me now; tho? the Criminal 
part of our Correſpondence, which I believed neither 
of us intended to fall into at that time, was broken 


off; that I deſir'd to repent as ſincerely as he had 


done, but intreated him to put me in ſome Conditi- 
on, that I might not be expos'd to Temptations from 
the frightful proſpect of Poyerty and Diſtreſs ; and if 
he had the leaſt Apprehenſions of my being trouble- 
fome to him, I beg'd he would put me in a Poſture 
to go back to my Mother in Virginia, from whence 
he knew I came, and that would put an end to all 
his Fears on that account; I concluded, that if he 
would ſend me 50 1. more to facilitate my going * 
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1 would fend him back a general Relcaſe, and would 


promiſe never to diſturb him more with any Impor- 
tunities ; unleſs it were to hear of the well-doing of 
the Child, who, if I found my Mother living, and my 
Circumſtances able, I would ſend for and take him 
alſo off of his Hands. 

Turis was indeed all a Cheat thus far, viz. that! 


had no intention to go to Virginia, as the Account of 


my former Affairs there may convince any Body of; 


but the Buſineſs was to get this laſt Fifty Pounds of 


him, if poſſible, knowing well enough it would be 
the laſt Penny I was ever to expect. 

_ Howeves, the Argument I us'd, namely, of giv- 
Ing him a general Releaſe, and never troubling him 
any more, prevail'd effectually, and he ſent me a Bill 
for the Money by a Perſon who brougnt with him 
a general Releaſe for me to ſign, and which I frankly 
fign'd ; and thus, tho? full fore againſt my will, a final 
End was put to this Affair. 

AND here I cannot but reflect upon the unhappy 


Conſequence of too great Freedoms between Perſons 


ſtated as we were, upon the pretence of innocent In- 
tentions, Love of Friendſhip, and the lite; for the 
Fleſh has generally ſo great a ſhare in thoſe Friend- 
ſhips, that it 1s great odds, but Inclination prevails 
at laſt over the moſt ſolemn Reſolutions; and that 
Vice breaks in at the Breaches of Decency, which 
really innocent Friendſhip ought to preſerve with the 
greateſt ſtrictneſs; but I leave the Readers of theſe 
things to their own juſt Reflections, which they will 
be more able to make effectual than I, who ſo ſoon 
forgot my ſelf, and am therefore but a very indiffe- 
rent Monitor. 

I was now a fingle Perſon again, as I may call my 
ſelf; I was loos'd from all the Obligations either of 


Wedlock or Miſtreſsſhip in the World; except my 


Husband the Linnen Draper, who | having not now 


heard from in almoſt Fifteen Years, no Body could 


blame 
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blame me for thinking my ſel* entirely from; ſceifng 
alſo he had at his going away told me, that if 1 did 
not hear frequently from him, I ſhould conclude he 
was dead, and I might freely marry again to whom 
{ plcas'd. | 

| now hegan to caſt up my Accounts; I had by 
many Letters. and much Importunity, and with the 
Interceſſion of my Mother too, had a ſecond return of 
ſome Goods from my Brother, as / now call him, In 
Viroinia, to make up the Damage of the Cargo 1 
brought away with me, and this too wus upon the 
Condition of my ſealing a general Releaſe to him, 
which though I thought hard, but yer | was obliz'd 
to promiſe. I manag'd ſo well in this caſe, that J 
got my Goods away before the Releaſe was ſign'd, 
and then I always found ſomething or other to ſay to 
evade the thing and to put off the figning it all; till 
at length I pretended I mult write to my Brother, be- 
fore I could do it. I 

INCLUDING this Recrnit, and before 1 got the laſt 
501. I found my ſtrength to amount, put all toge- 
ther, to about 400l. lo that with that I had above 
450l. I had ſav'd 1ool. more, but I met with a Diſ- 
aſter with that, whicli was this; that a Goldſmith 
in whoſe Hands J had truſted it, broke, ſo 1 loſt 701. 
of my Money, the Man's Compoſition not making 
above 391. outot his 004. | had a little Plate, but 
not much, and was well enough ftock'd with Cloaths 
and Linnen. | | 

Wirn this Stock I had the World to begin again; 

ut you are to conſider, that I was not now the fame 
Woman as when I liv'd at Retherhith ; for firſt of all 
I was ncar 20 Years older, and did not look the het- 
ter for my Age, nor for my Rambles to Virginia and 
back again; and tho? I omitted nothing that might 
ſet me out to Advantage except Paiating, tor that 
I never ſtoop'd to, yet there would always be ſome 
difference 
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difference ſeen between Five and Twenty and Two 
and Forty. 

[ caſt about innumerable ways for my future State 
of Lite, and began to conſider very ſeriouſly what 1 
ſhould do, but nothing offer d; I took care to make 
the World take me for ſomething more than I was, 
and had it given out that 1 was a Fortune, and that 
my Eſtate was in my own Hands, the laſt of which 
was very true, the firſt of it was as above : I had no 
Acquaintance, whieh was one of my worſt Misfor- 
tunes, and the Conſequence of that was, | had no 
Adviſer, and above all, | had no Body to whom | 
could in confidence commit the Secret of my Circum- 
ſtances to; and 1 found by Experience, that to be 
Friendleſs is the worſt Condition, next to being in 
want, that a Woman can be reduc'd to: I ſay 4 Me- 
man, becauſe 'tis evident Men can be their own Ad- 
viſers, and their own Directors, and know how to 
work themſelves out of Difficulties and into Buſineſs 
better than Women; but if a Woman has no Friend 
to Communicate her Affairs to, and to adviſe and 
aſſiſt her, tis ten to one but ſhe is undone; nay, and 
the more Money ſhe has, the more Danger ſhe is in 
of being wrong'd and decciv'd; and this was my 


. Caſe in the Affair of the Hundred Pound which I 


left in the Hand of the Goldſmith, as above, whoſe 
Credit, it ſeems, was upon the Ebb before, but | 
that had no Body to conſult with, knew nothing of 
it, and fo loſt my Money. 
 Wuex a Woman is thus left deſolate and void of 
Council, me 1s juſt like a Bag of Money, or a jewel 
dropt on the Highway. which is a Prey to the next 
Comer; if a Man of Virtue and upright Principles 
happens to find it, he will have it cried, and the 
Owner may come to hear ot it again; but how many 


times ſhall ſuch a thing fall into Hands that will make 


no ſcruple of ſeizing it for their own, to once that 
it ſhall come into good Hands. 


Tuls 
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Tuls was evidently my Caſe, for 1 was now a 
looſe unguided Creature, and had no Help, no Af- 
ſiſtance, no Guide for my Conduct. 1 knew what J 
aim'd at, and what I wanted, but xnev nothing how 
to purſue the End by direct means; 1 wanted to be 
pl:c'd in a ſettled State of Living, aud had I hap- 
pen'd to meet with a ſober goed Husband, 1 ſhould 
have been as true a Wiſe to him as Virtue it ſelf 
could have form'd: If I had been otherwiſe, the 
Vice came in always at the Door of Nec. flity, not 
at the Door of inclination; and 1 underſtond too 
well, by the want of it, what the Valve of a fettFd 
Lite was, todo any thing to forteit the felicity of it; 
nay, I ſhould have made the better Wife for all the 
Difficulties 1 had p :{s'd thro', by a great deal; nor 
did I in any of the Times that 1 had been a Wife, 
give my Husbands the leaſt uneaſineſs on account of 
my Behaviour. 

Bur all this was nothing; I found no incouraging 
Proſpect, I waited, I liv'd regularly, and with as 
much frug lity as became my Circumftances, but no- 
thing offen 4 , nothing preſented, and the main Stock 
waſted apace; what to do I knew not, the Terror of 
approaching Poverty lay hard upon my Spirits: 1 
had ſome Money, but where to place it I knew not, 
nor would the Intereſt of it maintain me, ar leaſt 
not in London. : | 

Ar length a new Scene oper'd : There was in the 
Houſe, where ! lodg'd, a North Country Geutle- 
woman, and nothing was more frequent in her Dii- 
courſe, than her account of the cheapneſs of Proy:; 


lions, and the eaſy way of living in her County; 
how plentiful and how cheap every thing was, what 
good Company they kept, and the like; till at laſt ] 
told her ſhe almoſt tempted me to go and live in her 
County; for I that was a Widow. tho I had ſuffici- 
ent to live on, yet had no way of increaſing it, and 
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that London was an extravagant Place; that IT found 
I cauld not live here under a Hundred Pound a Year, 
unlels I kept no Company, no Servant, made no Ap- 
exrance, and buried my fely in Privacy, as if Iwas 
oblig « to ic by Neceſſity. 
| ſhonld have ob rv d, that ſhe was always made 
to believe, as every Body elſe was, t'at I was a 
great Fortune, or at leaft that I had Three or Four 
Thouſand Pounds, if not more, and all in my own 
Hands; and ſhe was mighty ſweet upon me when ſhe 
thought me inclin'd in the leaſt to go into her Coun- 
try; ſhe faid ſhe had a Siſter liv'd near Liverpool, 
that her Brother was a confiderable Gentleman there, 
and had a great Eſtate alſo in Ireland; that ſhe wou'd 
go down there in about two Months, and if I would 
give her my Company thither, I ſhould be as wel. 
come as her ſelf for a Month or more as I pleas'd, 
till 1 ſhould ſee how I lik'd the Country; and if I 
thought fit to Lye there, ſhe would undertake they 
would take care, tho' they did not entertain Lodgers 
themſelves. they would recommend me to {ome agre- 
able Family, where I honld be placd to my content. 
Is this Woman had known my real Circumſtances, 
ſhe would never have laid ſo many Snares, and taken 
{o many weary Reps to catcha poor deſolate Creature 
that was god for little when it was caught; and in- 
doed J, whoſe Cale was almoſt deſperate, and thought 
I cou'd n..t be much worſe, was not very anxious a- 
bout whit might befall me, provided they did me no 
Perſonz“ Injury ; 10. 3 ſettered my felt. tho not with- 
Out a gre: t Gel of Invitacion, and great Proteſſions 
o. ſince: Friendſhip aud real Kiudets, I ſay, | ſut⸗ 
fer d my io}: to be pr vail'd 1yon to go with her, 
and accore'igly | put my ſelf in a Foſture for a 
fournty, Tho | did not vbfolurely know whither | 
was [': £0. | 
As: now 1 found nv {clf in great Diſtreſs ; what 
Niere 1 nad in che World was all in Money, except 
4s 
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as before, a little Plate, fom- Linnen, and my Cloaths 
as for Houſhold ſtuff I had little or none. for ! had 
liv'd always in Lodgings; but I had not one Friend 
in the World with whom to truſt that little 1 had, 
or to dire& me how to diſpoſe of it; I thought of 
the Bank, and of the other Companies in London, 
but [| had no Friend to commit the Management of 
it to, and to keep and carry abont me Bank Bills, 
Talleys, Orders, and fnch things, I Icok'd upon 
as unſafe; that if they were loſt my Money was loft, 
and hen I was undone; an: oa tre other hand I 
might be robb d, and perhaps murder in a ſtrauge 
place for them; and what ton do I knew not. 

I: came in my Thoughts one Morniug that I would 
go to the Bank my ſelf, where | had often been to 
receive the Intereſt of ſme Bills I had, and where 
I had found the Clark, to whom I apply'd my ſelt, 
very Honeſt to me, and particularly fo fair ene 
time, that when | had miſs-tol: my Money, and taken 
Jeſs than my due, and was coming away, he fet me 
to rights and gave me the reſt, which he might have 
put into his own Pocket. 

| went to him, and asd if he would trouble himſelf 
to be my Adviſer, who was à yoor orendlefs Vd, and 
knew not what to do: He told me. if 1 defir d his Opt- 
nion of any thing within the reach of his Buineſs, 
he would do his Endeavour that J ſhould not be 
wrong d, but that he would alſo help me to a good 
ſober Perſon of his Acquaintance, who was a Clark 
in ſuch Buſineſs too, tho? not in their Houſe, whoſe 
Judgment was good, and whoſe Honeity 1 might de- 
| pend upon; for, added he, Il a2ſwer jor hun, and 
| for every ſtep he tales; if he mrongs you, Y dam, of 
one Farthins, it fhall lye at my dear; and he delighus to 
aſſiſt People in ſuch Caſes, he does It as an act of 
Charity, 

| was a little at a ſtand at this Dilcourſe, but af, 
ter ſome pauſe | told him, I had ratker baye depcnd- 
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ed upon him, becauſe I had found him Honeſt, but 
if that cou'd not be, I would take his Recommenda- 
tion ſooner than any ones elſe; I dare ſay, Madam, 
ſays he, that you will be as well ſatiified with my Friend 
as with me, and he is thoroughly able to aſſiſt you, which 
Jam not; it ſeems he had his Hands full of the Buſi- 
neſs of the Bank, and had engag'd to meddle with no 
other Buſineſs than that of his Office: He added, that 
his Friend ſhould take nothing of me for his Advice 
or Aſſiſtance, and this indeed encourag'd me. 

He appointed the ſame Evening, after the Bank 
was ſhut, for me to meet him and his Friend; as 


ſoon as I aw his Friend, and he began but to talk of 


the Affair, I was fully ſatisfied I h-d a very honeſt 
Man to deal with, his Countenance ſpoke it, and his 
Character, as I heard afterwards, was every where 
ſo good, that I had no room for any more doubts 
upon me. 
_ Arra the firſt meeting, in which I only ſaid what 
IT had ſaid hefore, he appointed me to come the next 
Day, telling me, I might in the mean time ſatisfy my 
ſelf of him by enquiry, which however I knew not 
how to do, having no Acquaintance my ſelf. 
AccoRbixcly I met him the next Day, when I 
entered more freely with him into my Caſe, I ld 
him my Circumſtances at large, that I was a Widow 
come over from America, perfectly deſolate and friend- 
leſs ; that 1 had alittle Money, and but a little, and 
was almoſt diſtracted for fear of loſing it, having 
no Friend in the World to truſt with the manage- 
ment of it; that T was going into the North of Eng- 


land to live cheap, that my Stock might not waſte; J 


that I would willingly Lodge my Money in the Bank, 
but that durſt not carry the Bills about me; and 
how to Correſpond about it, or with who, I knew not. 
H = told me I might lodge the Money in the Bank 
as an Account, and its being centred in the Books 
would entitle me to the Money at any time, and if! 
Was 
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was in the North 1 might draw Bills on the Caſhire 
and receive it when 1 would ; but that then it wou'd 
be eſteem'd as running Caſh, and the Bank would 
give no Intereſt for it; that I might buy Stock with it, 
and ſo it would lie in ſtore for me, but that then if 
I wanted to diſpoſe of it, I muſt come up to Town 
to Transfer it, and even it would be with ſome difi- 
culty I ſhould receive the half yearly Divfdend, un- 
leſs I was here in Perſon, or had ſome Friend I could 
truſt with having the Stock in his Name to do it for 
me, and that would have the ſame difficulty in it as 
before ;and with that he look'd hard at me and ſmil'd 
a little; at laſt, ſays he, why do you not get a head 
Steward, Madam, that may take you and your Money 
together, and then you would have the trouble tak- 
en off of your Hands? Ay, Sir, and the Money too 
it may be, ſaid J, for truly I find the hazard that way 
is as much as tis t'other way; but l remember, I /aid, 
ſecretly to my ſelf, I wiſh you would ask me the 
Queſtion fairly, I would conſider very ſeriouſly on it 
before I ſaid NO. 

H x went on a good way with me, and I thovght 
once or twice he was in earneſt, but to my real Af- 
fliction, I found at laſt he had a Wife; but when he 
own'd he had a Wife he ſhook his Head, and ſaid 
with ſome Concern, that indeed he had à wife, and 
no Wife I began to think he had been in the Condi- 
tion of my late Lover, and that his Wite had been 
Lunatick, or ſome ſuch thing : However, we had not 
much more Diſcourſe at that time, but he told me 
he was in too much hurry of buſinets then, but that 


- - 
* . — - 
1 — * 2 1 * 2 Cn” 2 5 „* a 1 
_—— — y — 5 be e. , 
—_— ; — — IE — — — 
__ — — ” — bs Es 2 
SW. — 5 — — —— — 
— — — — K " - _—__ — — d *%u£ a = 
- 3 ä — I * - _—_—— — . 
* — 4 *. _—_ — — - 6 
fr — * : 
—_——_ — — 
— — . = — 
—_— — —— „ = 


4 . 
* — 2 — * — . — 
22 => ooo St RE 


N . 
p 
1 
1% F 
4 
* 
1 S 
11 
; : 
FI 47 
48 
1 
„ 
0 17 . 
Ui 195 
74 19 
14 * 
18 4 
' 
* l 
N * 
i 
2 . 
1 $7 \ 
e 
1 
1 
4 + 
1 x 14 
1 ' 
1 
7 * * 
„ 
1338 
TL : 
i. 

* 7 i 
WH; 
af | 
20 4 
1 
1 
1 . 
* * 

2 
148] 
1 bl 
1 
* 
oy | 
* ) 
. 
4 
L. 
0 | 
. mY 7 


if would come home to his Houſe after their Buſi— Ali 
nels was over, he would conſider what might be \Yi 
done for me, to put my Afﬀairs in a Poſture of Se- 0 
curity: I told him I would come, and defir'd to know ot 
 F whereheliv'd: He gave me a Direction in Writing, Ul 
and, when he gave it me he read it to me, and ſaid 11 


| fhere'tis, Madam, if you dare truſt your ſelf with 
| K — | me: 
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me: Yes Sir, (id 1, I believe I may venture to truſt 
yon with my felt, for you bave a Wife you ſy, and 
don't want a Husband ; beſi es, I dare truſt von 
with my Money, which is all | have in the World, 
and it that were gone, I may truſt my ſelf any where. 

He ſid ſome things in Jeſt that were very hand- 
ſome and manaerly, and would h»ve plea d me very 
welt it they had been in carneſt; bu; that pass d over, 
I took the Directions, and appointed to be at his 
Houſe at Seven o'Clock the ſame Evening. 

Wu Icame he mide ſcveral Prop»fals for my 
placing my Money in the Bank, in order to my 
having 'ntereſt for it; but ſtil} ſome difficulty or o- 
ther came n the ay, which he objected as not ſafe; 


and I ound ſuch a fincere difintereſted Honeſty in 


him, that I began to think I had certainly found the 
honeſt Man I wanted; and that I could never put 
my ſelf into better Hands; fo I told him with a 
great deal of frankneſs that l had never met with a 
Man or Woman yet that | could truſt, or in whom 
could think my ſelf ſafe, but that I ſaw he was ſo 
diſintereſtedly concern d for my ſafety, that I would 
freely truſt him with the management of that little 
had, if he would accept to be Steward for a poor 
Widow that could give him no Salary. 

He ſmil d, add ſtanding up with great Reſpect 
ſaluted me; he told me he could not bur take it very 
kindly that J had fo good an Opinion of him; that 
he would not deceive me, that he would do any, thing 
33 his Power to ſerve me and expect no dalary; but 
that he could not by any means accept of a Truſt 
that might bring him to be ſuſ ectedeof Self inte 
reſt, and that if i ſhouid die he might have Diſputes 
with my Executors, which he ſhould be very loth to 
encumber himſelt with. 

I tid him if thoſe were all his Objections I would 
ſoon remove them, and convince kim that there 
was not the leaſt room for any difficulty; for tha! 
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firſt as for ſuſpecting him, if ever now was the time to 
ſuſpect him, and not to put the Truſt into his Hands, 
and whenever Idid ſuſpect him, he could but throw 
it up then and refuſe to o on; Then as to Executors, 
{ aſſn;*d him J had no Heirs, nor any Relations in 
England and I would have neither Heirs or Execu- 
tors but himſelf, unleſs I ſhould alter my Conditian, 
and then his Truſt and Trouble thould ceale toge- 
ther, which however I had no proſpect ot yet; but 
told him if ] died as 1 was, it ſhould be all his own, 
and he would deſerve it by being ſo faichful to me, as 
1 was ſatisfied he would be. 

Hf chang d his Countenance at this Diſcourſe, and 
ask d me, hou I came to have ſo much g od will tor 
him? and looking very much pleas'd, faid, he might 
very lawfully wiſh he was ſingle for my ſake; I ſmil'd 
and told him, that as he was not, my Offer could have 
no deſign upon him, and to wiſh, was not to be al- 
low'd, 'twas Criminal to bis Wiie. 

H = told me I was wrong; for, ſays be, as I ſaid 
before, I have a Wife and no Wite, and *rwould be 
no Sin to wiſh her hang'd; I know nothing of. your 
Circumſtances that way, Sir, ; but it cannot 
be innocent to wifh your Wife dead; 1 tel] vou, /ays 
he again. ſhe is a Wife and no Wife; you don't know 
what lam, or what ſhe is. | 

T1a1's true, /aid J, Sir, I don't know what you 
are. but I believe you to bean honeſt Man, and that's 
the Cauſe of all my Confidence in you. 

W = 1 1, well, /ays he, and ſo 1 am, but I am ſo-me- 
thing elſe too, Madam; for, /ays he, to be plaiu with 
you, lam a Cuckold, and ſhe is a HH,; he ſpoke it 
in a kind of Jeſt, but it was with ſuch an awkward 
ſmile, that I perceiv'd it ſtack very cloſe to him, 
and he look'd diſmally when ke ſaid it. 

T4 ar alters the Caſe indeed, vir, ſaid J, as to 

that part you were ſpraking of; but a Cuckold you 
knaw may be an honeſt Man, it does not alter 8 
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Caſe at all; beſides I think, /i 7, ſince your Wife 
is ſo diſhoneſt to yon, you are too honeſt to her, to 
own her for your Wife; but that, /aid J is what I 
have nothing to do with. Nay, ſays he, Ido think 
to clear my Hands of her, for to be plain with you, 
Madam, added he, 1m no contented Cuckold neither: 
On the other hand, | allure you it provokes me to the 
higheſt Degree, but I can't help my ſelf, ſhe that will 
be a Whore, will be a Whore. | 

[ wav'd the Diſcourſe, and began to talk of my Bu- 
fineſs, but I found he could not have done with it, ſo 
I let him alone, and he went on to tell me all the 
Circumſtances of his Caſe, too long to relate here, 
particularly, that having been out of England ſome 
time before he came to the Poſt he was in, ſhe had 
had twoChildren in the mean time by anOfficer of the 
Army; and that when he came to England, and, up- 
on her Submiſſion, took her again, and maintain'd 
her very well, yet ſhe run away from him with a Lin- 
nen-Draper's Apprentice, robb'd him of what ſhe 
could come at, and continu'd to live from him ſtill ; 
ſo that, Madam, ſays he, ſhe is a Whore not by Ne- 
ceſſity, which is the common Bait, but by Inclination, 
and for the ſake of the Vice. 

W = L1, I pitied him, and wiſh'd him well rid of 
her, and ſtill would have talk'd of my Buſineſs, but 
it would not do; at laſt he looks ſteadily at me, look 

ou, Madam, ſays he, you came to ask Adviceof me, 
and I will ſerve you as faithfully as if you were my 
own Siſter ; but I muſt turn the Tables, fince you 
oblige me to do it, and are ſo friendly to me, and I 
think I muſt ask Advice of you; tell me what muſt 4 
poor abus'd Fellow do with a Whore! What can I do to 

do my ſelf Fuſtice upon her? 
Are, Sir, ſays J, "Tis a Caſe too nice for me to 
adviſe in, but it ſeems ſhe has run away from you, 
ſo you are rid of her fairly; what can you deſire more? 
Ay ſhe is gone indeed, ſaid he, but I am not 3 
er 


„ „„ khaoc 


CF 


her for all that, Thats true, /:ys I, ſhe may indeed 
run you into Debt, but the Law has furniſh'd you 
with Methods to prevent that alſo, you may Cry her 
down, as they call it. 

No, no, /ays he, that is not the Caſe, I have taken 
care of all that; 'tis not that part that I ſpeak of, 
but I would be rid of her that i might marry again. 

WELL, Sir, ſays J, then you muſt Divorce her; if 


you can prove what you ſay, you may certainly get 
that done, and then you are free. 


Trar's very tedious and expenſive, /ays he. 

Wur, ſays J, if you can get any Woman you like, 
to take your Word, I ſuppoſe your Wife would not 
diſpute the Liberty with you that ſhe takes herſelf. 

Av, ſays he, but *twou'd be hard to bring an honeſt 
Woman to do that; and for the other ſort, ſays he, I 
have had enough of her to meddle with any more 
Whores. | | 

Ir occur'd to me preſently, I would have taken 
your Word with all my Heart, if you had but ask'd 
me the Queſtion, but that was to my ſelf; to him [res 
plyd, why you ſhut the Door againſt any honeſt Wo- 
man accepting you, for you condema all that ſhould 
venture upon you, and conclude, that a Woman 
that takes you now, can't be honeſt. 


War, ſays be, I wiſh you would ſatify me that an 
honeſt Woman would take me, I'd venture it, and 


then turns ſhort upon me, will you tale me, Madam? 


T1a1's not a fair Queſtion, /ays I, after what you 
have faid ; however, leaſt you ſhou'd think I wait only 
a Recantation of it, [I ſhall anſwer you plainly NO 
aot I, my Buſiheſs is of another kind with you, and 
Idid not expect you would have turn'd my ſeriousAp- 
plication to you in my diſtracted Caſe, into a Comedy. 

WV, Madam, ſays he, my Caſe is as diſtracted as 
yours can be, and I ſtand in as much need of Advice 
as you do, for I think if I have not Relief ſome where, 


I ſhall be mad my ſelf, and 1 know not what courſe to 
take, I proteſt to you. Murx, 
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War, Sir, ſays I, tis eaſier to give Advice in your 

Caſe than mine; ſpeak then, /zys he, I veg oi you, 
for now you encourage me. | 

Wr, ſays I, if your Caſe is foplin, you may be 
legally Divorc'd and then you may find honeit Wo— 
men enough to ask the Queſtion of fairly, the Sex is 
not fo ſcarce that you can want a Wife. 

Well then, /aid he, lam in earneſt, I'll tate your 
Advice, but ſhall I ask you one Queſtion ſerioully 
before hand. | 

AN y Queſtion, ſaid 7, but that you did before. 

No, that Anſwer will not do, ſaid he, for, in ſhort, 
that 1s the Queſtion I ſhall ask. | 

You may ask what Qneſtions you pleaſe, but you 
have my Anſwer to that already, ſaid 1; belides, 
Sir, ſaid I, can you thiak ſo ill of me, as that | wou'd 
give any Anſwer to ſnch a Queſtion beforehand ? 
Can any Woman alive believe you in earneſt, or 
think you deſign any thing but to banter her ? 

Wer, well, ſays he, 1 do not banter you, l am 
in earneft, conſider of it. 

Bur, Sir, ſays.1, a little gravely, I came to you a- 
bout my own Buſineſs, I beg of you let me know, 
what you will adviſe me to do ? 

I will be prepar'd, ſys he. againſt you come again. 

Nav. /ays J, you have forbid my coming any more. 

Why ſo, /aid he, and look'd a little ſurpriz'd ? 

BEC AUS x, ſaid I, you can't expect I ſhonid viſit 
you on the account you talk of. 

WEL L, h be, you ſhall promiſe to come again 
however, and I] will not ſay any more of it till I have 
the Divorce, but I] deſire you'll prepare to be better 
condition'd when that's done, for you ſhall be the 
Woman, or Iwill not be Divorc'd at all: 1 owe it 
to your unlooked tor kindneſs, if to nothing elſe, but 
] have other Reaſons tco. | 

HE conld not have faid any thing in the World 
that pleas'd me better; however, I kne that the 
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way to ſecure him was to ſtand off while the thing 
was ſo remote, as it appcar'd to be, and that it was 
time enough to accept of it when he was able to per- 
form it; ſo I ſaid very reſpectfully to him, it was time 
enough to conſider of theſe things, when he was ina 
Condition to talk of them; in the mean time l told 
him, | was going a great way from him, and he would 
find Objects enough to plcaſe him better: We broke 
off here for the preſent, and he m:de me promiſe 
him to come again the next Day, for my own Buſe- 
neſs, which after ſome preſling 1 did ; tho' had he ſeen 
farther into me, I wanted no preſſingon that Account. +: 

came the next Evening accordingly, and brought 
my Maid with me, to let him ſee that I kept a Maid: 
He would have had me let the Maid have ſtaid, but 
I would not, but order'd her aloud to come for me 
again about Nine a Clock, but he forbid that, and 
told me he would ſee me ſafe Home, which I was 
not very well pleaſed with, ſuppoſing he might do 
that to know where [I liv'd, and enquire into my 
Character, and Circumſtances: However, I ven- 
tur'd that, for all the People there knew of me, was 
to my Advantage; and all the Character he had of 
me, was, that I was a Woman of Fortune, and that I 
was a very modeſt ſober Body ; which whether true 
or not in the Main, yet you may ſee how neceſlary 
it is, for all Women who expect any thing in the 
World, to preſerve the CharaQer of their Virtue, 
even when perhaps they may have ſacrifiz'd the 
Thang itſclt. 

I found, and was not a little pleas'd with it, that he 
had provided a Supper for me: I found alſo he liv'd 
very handſomely, and had a Houſe very handiomely 
furniſh'd, and which 1 was rejoic d at indeed, for [ 
look'd upon it as all my own. 

W had now a ſecond Conference upon the 
Subject Matter of the laſt : He laid his Bu- 
ſineſs very Home indeed; he proteſted his Affection 

to 


— 8 
( 143 ) 

to me, and indeed I had no room to doubt it; he 
declared that it began from the firſt Moment I 
talk'd with him, and long before I had mentioned 
leaving my Effects with him; 'tis no matter when it 
began, thought I, if it will but hold, "twill be well 
enough: He then told me, how much the Offer J 
had made of truſting him with my Effr&s had en- 
gag'd him; ſo 1 intended it ſhould, thought I, but 
then 1 thought you had been a ſingle Man too: Af- 
ter we had Suppd, I obſerv'd he preſs'd me very 
hard to drink two or three Glafles of Wine, which 
however Il d-clin'd; but drank one Glaſs or two: 
He then told me he had a Propoſal to make to me, 
which 1 ſhould promiſe him | would not take ill, 
if I ſhould not grant it: I told him J hop'd he 
would make no diſhonourable Propofal to me, eſpe- 
cially in his own Honſe, and that if it was fuch, I 
deſir'd he won'd not mention it, chat I might not be 
obliged to offer any Reſentment to him that did 
not become the Reſpect I protels'd for him, and the 
T roſt ! had plac'd in him, in coming to this Houſe ; 
and beg'd of him he would give me leave to go a- 
way, and accordingly began to put on my Gloves, 
and prepare to be gone tho' at the ſame time I no 
more intended it, than he intended to let me. 

W EL I, he importun'd me not to talk of going 
he aſlured me. he was very far from offering any ſuch 
thing to me that was diſhonourable, and if | thought 
ſo, he would chuſe to ſay no more of it. 

THrar partl did not reliſhatall; 7 rold him, was 
ready to hear any thing that he h d to ſay, depending 
that he would ſay nothing unworthy of himſelf, or 
unfit for me to hcar ; upon this, he told me his 
Propoſal was this, That I would mar: y him, thoꝰ he had 
not yet obtain'd the Divorce from the Wyre his Wife ; 
and to ſatify me that he meant honourably, he would 
promiſe not to deſire me to live with him, or go to Bed 


to him till the Divorce was obtain d My * 
fait 
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ſuid Yes to this Offer at firſt Word, but it was ne- 
ceſſary to play the Hyprocrite a little more with 
him; ſol ſeem'd to declince the Motion with ſome 
warmth as unfair, told him that ſuch a Propoſal 
could be of no Signification, but to entangle us both 
in great Difficulties ; for if he ſhould not at laſt ob- 
tain the Divorce, yet we could not diſſolve the Mar- 
riage, neither could we proceed in it; ſo that it he 
was diſappointed in the Divorce, | left him to con- 
ſider what a Condition we ſhould both be in. 

In ſhort, I carried on the Argument againſt this 
ſo far, that I convinc'd him it was not a Propoſal 
that had any Senſe in it, then he went from it to 
another, viz, that I would Sign and Seal a Contract 
with him, Conditioning to marry him as ſoon as the 
Divorce was obtain'd, and co be yoid if he could not 

et It. 

1 | told him that was more Rational than the other; 
but as this was the firſt time that ever I could ima- 
gine him weak enough to be in earneſt, | did not 
uſe to fay Tes at firſt asking, I would confider of 
it. I plaid with this Lover, as an Angler does with 
a Trout: I found I had him faſt on the Hook, fo I 
jeſted with his new Propoſal, and put him off: J 
teld him he knew little of me, and bad him en- 
quire about me; 1 let him alſo go Home with me to 
my Lodging, tho' | wonld not ask him to go in, for 
T told him it was not Decent. 

I x ſhort, I ventur'd to avoid Signing a Contract, 
and the Reaſon why I did it, was becauſe the Lady 
that had invited me to go with her into Laxcaſſure 
inſifted ſo poſſitively npon it, and promiſed me 
ſuch great Fortunes, and fine things there, that 
I was tempted to go and try; perhaps, /2id 1, I may 
mend my felt very much, and then I made no ſcru- 
ple of quitting my honeſt Citizen, who I was not fo 


much in Love with as not to leave him for a 
Richer, 
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I's a Word, I avoided a Contract; but told him ! 
would go into the Worth, that he would know where 


to write to me by the Buſincſs J had entruſted 


with him, that I would give him a ſufficient Pledge 


of my Reſpect for him: for 1 would leave almoſt all 
1 hid in the World in his Hands; and ] would thus 


far give him my Word, that as ſoon as he had ſued 


out the Divorce, if he wouid ſend me an Account of 
it, I would come up to London, and that then we 


Would talk ſeriouſly of the Matter. 

Ii was a baſe Deſign I went with, that I muſt con- 
ſefs. tho I was invited thither with a Deſign much 
worle, as the Sequel will diſcover 3 well I went with 
my Friend, as I cal”d her, into Lancaſhire; all the 


way we went ſhe careſſed me with the utmoſt ap- 
pearance of a ſincere undiſſembled Affection; treat- 


ed me, except my Coach hire all the way; and her 


Brother brought a Gentlemanu's Coach to Warrington 
to receive us, and we were carried from thence to 
Liverpool with as much Ceremory as I could deſire. 


We were alſo entertain'd at a Merctant's Houſe 


in Liverpool three or four Days very hand ſomely: I 


for bear to tell his Name, becauſe of what follow'd; 
then ſhe told me ſhe would carry me to an Uncle's 
Houſe of hers where we ſhould be nobly enter- 
tain d, and her Uncle, as ſhe call'd him, ſent a Coach 
and four Horſes for us, and we were carried near 
forty Miles | know not whither. 

We came however to a Gentleman's Seat, where 
was a numerous Family, a large Park extraordinary 
Company indeed, and where ſhe was call'd Couſin; 
I told her if ſhe had reſolv'd to bring me into ſuch 
Company as this, ſhe ſhould have let me have iur- 
niſh'd my ſelf with better Cloath- ; the Ladies took 
Notice ot that, and told me very genteely, they 
did not value People in their own Country ſo much 
by their Cloaths, as they did in London; that their 


Couſin had fully inform'd them of my Quality, _— 
_ | : tha 


all 


| ( 145 ) 
that I did not want Cloaths to ſet me off; in ſhort, 
they entertain'd me not like what 1 was, but like 
what they thought | had been, Namely, a Widow 
Lady of a great Fortune. 

Tut firſt Diſcovery l made here was, that the 
Family were all Roman Cathzlicks, and the Couſin too, 


nothing in the World could behave better to me; : 


and I had all the Civility ſhown that 1 could have 
had, if I had been of their Opinion: The Truth is, 
I had not ſo much Principle of any kind, as to be 
Nice in Point of Religion; and I preſently learn'd 
to ſpeak favourably of the Romiſh Church; particu- 
larly told them I ſaw little, but the Prejudice of 
Education in all the Differences that were among 
Chriſtians about Religion, and if it had ſo happen'd 
that my Father had been a Roman Catholick, I doubt- 
ed not but | ſhould have been as well pleas'd with 
their Religion as my own. 

T i 1s obliged them in the higheſt Degree, and 
as I was be ſieg'd Day and Night with good Compa- 
ny, and pleaſant Diſcourſe, ſo I had two or three 
old Ladies that lay at me upon the Subject of Re- 
ligion too; I was ſo Complaiſant that I made no 
ſcruple to be preſent at their Maſs, and to conform 
to all their Geſtures as they ſnew'd me the Pattern, 
but I would not come too cheap; ſo that I only in 
the main encouraged them to expect that I would 
turn Roman Catholick, if | was inſtructed in the 


Catholick Doctrine, as they call'd it, and fo the matter 


reſted. 
| ſtay'd here about ſix Weeks; and then my 
Conductor led me hack to a Country Village, about 
lix Miles from Liverpool, where Her Brother (as the 
call'd him) came to viſit me in his own Charriot, 
with two Footmen in a good Livery ; and the next 
thing was to make Love to me: As it happen'd to 
me, one would think I could not have been cheated, 
and indeed 1 thought ſo my ſelf, having a ſafe Card 
; L at 
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at Home, which I reſoly'd not to quit, unleſs 1 
could mend my felt very much: However in all 
appearance this Brother wes a Match worth my liſt- 
ning to, and the leaſt his Eſtate was valu'd at, was 
'a 10001. a Year, but the Siſter {aid it was worth 
1500 J. a Year, and lay moſt of it in Ireland. 

I that was a great Fortune, and paſs d for ſuch, 
was above being ask'd how. much my Eſtate: was; 
and my falſe Friend taking it upon a fooliſh hearlay 
had rais'd it from 5001. to 5000 1. and by the time 
ſhe came into the Country ſhe call d ic 15000 /. the 
| Jriſhman, for ſuch I underſtood him to be, was ſtark 

Mad at this Bait: In ſhort, he courted me, made 
me Preſents, and rnn in Debtlike a mad Man for 
the Expences of his Courtihip: He had, to give him 
his due, the Appearance of an extraordinary. fine 
Gentleman; he was tall well ſhap'd, and had an ex. 
traordinary Addreſs ; talk'd as naturally of his Park, 
and his Stables; of his Horſes, his Game-keepers, 
his Woods, his Tenants, and his Servants, as if he 
had been in the Manſion houſe, and 1 had ſeen them 
all about me. 

H + never ſo much as ask'd me about my Fortune 
or Eſtate; but aflur'd me that when we came to 
Dublin he would Joyuture me in 600 J. a Year in good 
Land; and that he would enter into a Deed of Set- 
tlement, or Contract here, for the Performance of 
IT, 

Tris was ſuch Language indeed as I had not 
been us'd to, and | was here beaten our of all my 
Meaſures; | had a ſhe Devil in my Boſom, every 
Hour telling me how great her Brother liv'd: One 
time ſhe would come for my Orders, how 1 would 
have my Coach painted, and how lin'd ; and ano— 
ther time what Cloachs my Page ſhould wear: la 
ſhort, my Eyes were dazled, I had now, loſt my 
Power of ſaying NO, and to cut the Story ſhort, l 


couſented to be married; but to be more private we 
; were 
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were carried farther in the Country, and marricd by 5 
a Prieſt, which 1 was aſſur'd would marry us as effe- 1 
ctually as a Church of England Parton. 

I cannot ſay, but I had ſome Reflections in this 
Affair, upon the diſhonourable fortaking my faithful 
Citizen; who lov'd me ſincerely, and who was en— 
deavour ing to quit himſelf of a ſcandalous Whore 
by whom he had been barbaroutly us'd, and pro: 
mis'd himſelf infinite Happineſs in Eis new Choice 
which Choice was now giving up her ſelf to ano- 
ther in a Manner almoſt as Scandalous as hers could 
be. 4 
Bur tleglittering ſhow of a great Eſtate and of 
fine Things, which the deceived Creature that was 
now my Dccelver repreſented every Hour ro my 
Imagination, hurried me away, and gave me no 
time to think of London, or of any thing there, much 
leſs of the Obligation I had to a Perion of infinitcly 
more real Merit than what was now before me. 

Bur the thing was done, 1 was now in the Arms 
of my new Spouſe, who appear'd ſtill the ſame as 
before; great even to Magnificence, and nothing 
leſs than a Thouſand Pounds a Year could ſupport 
the Ordinary Equipage he appear'd in. 

ArrER we had been married about a Month, he 
began to talk of my going to Weſtcheſter in order to 
embark for Ireland. However, he did not hurry me, 
tor we ſtay'd near three Weeks longer, and then he 
ſent to Cheſter for a Coach to meet us at the Black- 
Rock, as they call it, over againſt Liverpool Thi- 
ther we went in a fine Boar they call a Finnace with 
hx Oars, his Servants, and Horſes, and Baggage go- 
ing in a Ferry-Boat. He made his Excuſe to me, 
that he had no Acquaintance at Cheſter, but he would 
go before and get ſome handſome Appartment tor 
me at a private Houſe; I askd him how long we 
WF foould ſtay ar Cheſter ? he ſaid not at all, any longer 
I fin one Nightor two, but he would imm:diarely 
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hire a Coach to go to Holyhead; then I told him ke 
Ihould by no Means give himſelf the trouble to get 
PrtivateLodegtngs for one Night or two, for thatCheſter 
being a great Place, | made no doubt but there would 
be very good Inns and Accommodation enough; fo 
we lodg'd at an hin not far from the Cathedral, I for- 
got what Sign it was at. 

Hrn my Spouſe talking of my going to Ireland, 
asd me if | had no Affairs to ſertle at London before 
we went off; I told him No, not of any great Conſe- 
quence, but what might be done as well by letter 
from Dublia: Madam, ſays he very reſpectfully, I 
ſuppoſe the greateſt part of your Eſtate, which my Si- 
ſter tells me is moſt of it in Money in the Bank of Eng- 
land, lies ſecure enough, but in caſe it requir'd Tranſs 
ferring, or auy way altering its Property, it might be 
neceſſary to go up toLondon, and ſettle thoſe Things be- 
fore we went over. 

I ſeem'd to look ſtrange at it, and told him I knew 
not what he meant; that l had no Effects in the Bank 
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of England that I knew of; and hope he could not w 
{ay that I had ever told him J had. Vo, he ſaid, I m 
had not told him ſo, hut his Siſter had ſaid the greateſt ſo 
part of my Eſtate lay there, and I only mention d it my to 
Dear, laid he, that if there was any Occaſion to ſettle k1 
it, or order any thino about it, we might not be oblio'd bi 
ro the hazard and trouble of another Voyage back again, be 
for he added, that he did not care to venture me too WF ha 
much npon the Sea. :- 
[ was ſorpris'd at this talk, and began to conſider WW a 
what the meaning of it muſt be! and it preſeutly B 
occurr'd to me that my Friend, who call'd him Bro- . 
ther bad repreſented me in Colours which were WW in 
not my due; and 1 thought that I would know the 1 A 
bottom of it before J went out of Erelard, and be- #7 
fore I ſhould put mv ſelf into I knew not whole WM vo 
Hands, ia a ſtrange Conntry. | fa 


Uros this I calPd his Siſter into my Chamber oo 
nex 
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next Morning, and letting her know the Diſcour ſe 
her Brother and | had been upon, I conjur'd her to 
tell me, what ſhe had ſaid to him, and upon What 
Foot it was that ſhe had made this Marriage? She 
own'd that ſhe had told him that I was a great For- 
tune, and ſaid that ſhe was told fo at London : Told 
ſo, ſays I warmly, 4d J ever tell you ſo? No, ſhe 
ſaid, it was true I never did tell her fo, but | had 
ſaid ſeveral times that what I had, was in my own 
diſpoſal : I did fo, veturn'd I very quick, but | never 
told you I had any thing call'd a Fortune; No, that ! 
had one Hundred Pounds, or the Value of an Hun- 
dred Pounds in the World; and how did it conſiſt 
with my being a Fortune, /aid I. that] ſhould come 
here into the North of England with you, only upon 
the Account of living cheap ? At theſe Words which 
I ſpoke warm and high, my Husband came into the 
Room and Idehr'd him to come in and fit down, foy 
had ſomething of Moment to ſay before them both, 
which it was ablolutely neceſſary he ſhould hear. 

He look'd a little diſturb'd at the Aſſurance with 
which I ſeem'd to ſpeak it, and came and fat dovn by 
me, having firſt ſhut the Door; upon which 1 began, 
for I was very much provok'd, and turning my felf 
to him, I am afraid, favs I, my Ae atk for | ſpoke with 
kindneſs on his fide, that you have a very great A- 
buſe put upon you, and an Injury done you never to 
be repair'd in your marrying me, which however as! 
have had no Hand im it, | defire I may he fairly ac- 
quited of it; and that the Blame may lye where iz 
ought and no where elle, for i waſh my Hands of e- 
very part of it. 

W nar Injury can be done me, my Dear, ſays he. 
In marrying you? I hope it is to my Hondur I and 
Advantage every way; i will foon explain to it you, 
ſays J, and I fear there will be no Reaſon to thi ak 
your ſolt well us'd, but 1. will convince you, my Dear, 
ſay: I again, That I have had no tand im it, 
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Hk look d now ſcar'd and wild, and began, I be- 
"eyed, to ſuſpect what follow'd ; however, looking 
towards me, and ſaying only go on, he ſat ſilent, as 
if to hear what | had more ſay; ſo I went on; 1 
ask'd you laſt Night, ſaid 7, ſpeaking to him, if e- 
ver I made any boaſt to yon of my Eſtate, or ever 
told you I had any Eſtate in the Bank of England, 
or any where elſe, and you own'd I had not, as is 
moſt true; and I deſire you will tell me here, before 
your Siſter, if ever I gave you any Reaſon from me 
to think ſo, or that ever we had any Diſcourſe about 
it, and he own'd again I had not; but ſaid, | had ap- 
peared always as a Woman of Fortune, and he de- 
pended on it that I was ſo, and hoped he was not 
deceived.. I am not enquiring whether you have | 
been deceived, ſaid J, I fear you have, and I ro; f 
but l am clearing my ſelf from being concern'd ian 1 4 
deceiving you. | [ 

have been now asking your Siſter if ever I told MU + 
her of any Fortune or Eſtate I had, or gave her {+ 
any Particulars of it; and ſhe owns I never did: WU 

And pray Madam, ſaid J, be fo juſt to me, to charge 1 þ 
me if you can, if ever I pretended to you that I had an 
Eſtate; and why if | had, ſhould I ever come down 
into this Country with you on purpoſe to ſpare that 
little Thad, and live cheap? She could not deny 
one Word, but faid ſhe had been told in London that 
I had a very great Fortune, and that it lay in the 
Bank of England. 

AN p now, Dear Sir, ſaid I, turning my ſelf to my 
new Spouſe again, be lo juſt to me as to tel] me who 
has abus'd both you and me ſo much, as to make you 
believe I was a Fortune, and prompt you to court 
me to this Martiage ? He could not ſpeak a Word, 
but pointed to her; and after ſome more panſe, flew 

out in the moſt furious Paſſion that ever I ſaw a 
Man in my Life; curling her, and calling her all the 
Whores and hard Names he could think of; and 

that 


. ors 


3 — — — — 23 
ata $54 9 watt ibs Sat eds 7s 15%. * ans ge +ch ot In 
— — 4K SS XZ ee — 


20 0 & tn . oc re os 


>> 


666 


that ſhe had ruin'd him, declaring that ſhe had told 
him I had Fifteen Thouſand Pounds, and that ſhe 
was to have Five Hundred Pounds of him for pro- 
curing this March for him: He then added, dire- 
ging his Specch to me, that ſhe was none of his 
Sifter bur had been his Whore for twd Years before, 
that ſhe had had one Hundred Pounds of him in part 
of this Bargain, and that he was utterly undone if 
thiars were as | faid 3 and in his raving be ſwore he 
won dlet her Heart's Blood out immediately, which f. i; ht- 
en'd her and me too; ſhe cried, ſaid ſhe had been told fo 
in the Houſe where I lodg'd, but this aggravated him 
more than before that ſhe ſhould put ſo far upon him, 
and run things ſuch a length upon no other Autho- 
ty than a hear-ſay ; and then turning to me again, 
ſaid very honeſtly, he was afraid we were both un- 
done; or to be plain, my Dear, I have no Eſtate, 
ſays be, what little I had, this Devil has made me 
run out in putting me into this Equipage ; ſhe took 
the Opportunity of his being earneſt in talking 
with me, and got out of the Room, and I never ſaw 
her more 
| was confounded now as much as he, and knew 
not what to ſay : 1 thought many ways that 1 had 
the worſt of it, but his ſaying be was undone, and 
that he had no Eſtate neither put me into a meer 
Diſtraction; Why, ſays I to him, this has been a 
helliſh juggle for we are married here upon the 
Foot of a double Fraud, you are undone by the Diſ- 
appointment it ſeems, and if! had had a Fortune I 
had been cheated too. for you fay you have nothing, 
You would indeed have been created my Dear, lays 
he, but you would not have been undone, fur Fifteen 
Thouſand Pounds would have maintain d us both ver 
handſomely in this Country; and I bad reſulv'd to have 
dedicated every Groat of it to yo; I would not have 
prong d youof a Shilling, wid the reſt I would bave made 
| ; L 4 up 
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up in my Affection to you, and Tenderneſs of you 4s long 
as I liv'd. | | | p52 
Tuns was very honeſt indeed, and l really be- 


lieve he ſpoke as he intended, and that he was a 


Man that- was as well qualified to make me happy, 
as to his Temper and Behaviour, as any Man ever 
was; but his having no Eſtate, and being run into 
Debt on this ridiculous Account in the Country, made 
all the Proſpect diſmal and dreadful, andI knew not 
what to ſay, or what to think. | 

I told him it was very unhappy, that fo much 
Love, and ſo much good Nature as I diſcovered in 
bim, ſhould be thus precipitated into Miſery ; that 
1 ſaw nothing before us but Ruin, for as to me, it 
was my unhappineſs, that what little I had was not 
able to relieve us a Week, and with that I pull'd out 
a Bank Bill of 20 /. and Eleven Guineas, which I 
told him I had ſaved out of my little Income ; and 
that by the Account that Creature had given me 
of the way of living in that Country, I expe&ed it 
would maintain me three or four Years; that if it was 
taken from me, | was left deſtitute, and he knew what 
the Condition of a Woman muſt be, if ſhe had no 
Money in her Pocket; however, I told him, if he 
would take it, there it was. 

Hs told me with great concern, and I thought I 
ſaw Tears in his Eyes, that he would not touch it, 
that he abhor'd the Thoughts of ſtriping me, and 
making me Miſerable ; that he had Fifty Guineas 
left, which was all he had in the World, and he 
pull'd it out and threw it down on the Table, bid- 
ding me take it, tho? he were to Starve for want of 
_ 
I return'd with the ſame concern for him, that I 
could not bear to hear him talk ſo; that on the con- 
rrary, if he could propoſe any probable Method of 
living, 1 would do any thing that became me, and 
that | would live as narro as he could deſire. 

He 
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He beg'd of me to talk no more at that rate, 
for it would make him Diſtracted; he ſaid he was 1 
bred a Gentleman, tho' he was reduc'd to a low For- | 
tune, and that there was but one way left which he [11 
could think of, and that would not do, unleſs I cou'd 9 
anſwer him one Queſtion, which however he ſaid he * 
would not preſs me to; I told him I would anſwer id 
it honeſtly, whether it would be to his Satisfaction | 
or no, that I could not tel]. 

W ny then, my Dear, tell me plainly, ſays he, 
will the little you have keep us together in any Fi- 
gure, or in any Station or Place, or will it not? 

Ir was my Happineſs that I had not diſcover'd my 
ſelf, or my Circumſtances at all; No, not ſo much as 
my Name; and ſeeing there was nothing to be ex- 
pected from him, however good humour'd, and how- 
ever honeſt he ſeem'd to be, but to live on what I 
knew would ſoon be waſted, I reſolv'd to conceal 
every thing but the Barnk-B;l, and Eleven Guineas, 
and | would have been very glad to have loſt that, 
and have been ſet down where he took me up: I had 
indeed another Bank-B:! about me of 30 J. which 
was the whole of what 1 brought with me, as well 
to ſubſiſt on in the Country, as not knowing what 
might offer; becauſe this Creature, the go- between 
that had thus betray'd us both, had made me be- 
lieve ſtrange things of marrying to my Advantage, 
and I was not willing to be without Money whate- 
ver might happen. This Bill I conceal'd, and that 
made me the freer of the reſt, in Conſideration of 11 
his Circumſtances, for I really pitied him heartily. 40 

Bur to return to this Queſtion, Itold him, I ne- 
ver willingly deceiv'd him, and | never would: I 
was very ſorry to tell him that the little I had would MY 
not ſubliſt ns; that it was not ſufficient to ſubſiſt me tt 
alone in the South Country, and tnat this was the 110 
Reaſon that made me put my ſelf into the Hands of 1 
that Woman who call'd him Brother, ſhe w. oe 

ure 


1 

ſured me that I might board very handſomely at a 
Town call'd Mancheſter, where | had not yet heen, 
for about fix Pounds a Year, and my whole Income 
not being above 15 J. a Year, 1 thought I might live 
eaſy upon it, and wait for better things. | 

HE ſhook his Head, and remain'd filent, and a 
very melancholly Evening we had; however we 
ſupp'd together, and lay together that Nicht, and 
when we had almoſt ſupp'd he look'd a little better 
and more chearful, and call'd for a Bottle of Wine; 
Come my Dear, ys he, tho' the Ceſe is bad, it is to no 
Purpoſe to be dejected, Come be as enly as you can, I will 
endeavour to find out ſome way or other to live; if you 
can but ſubſiſt your ſelf, that is better than nothing, I 
muſt trythe World again; 4 Man ought to think like a 
Mn: Jo be diſcouraged, is to yield te the Misfortune 
with this he fill'd a Glaſs, and drank to me, holding 
my Hand all the while the Wine went down, and 
proteſting his main concern was for me. 

Ix was really a true gallant Spirit he was of, and 
it was the more G:ievons to me: is ſomethingot 
Relief even to be undone by a Man of Honour, ra- 
ther than by a Scoundrel ; but here the greateſt 
Diſappointment was on his fide, for he had really 
ſpent a great deal of Money and it was very remark- 
able on what poor Terms ſhe proceedcd ; firſt the 


baſeneſs of the Creature herſelf is to be obſerv'd, 


who for the getting One Hundred Pounds herſelf, 
could be content to let him ſpend Th-ce or Four 
more, tho” perhaps it was all he had in the World, 
and more than all; when ſhe had not the leaſt Ground 
mote than a little Tea-Table Chat, to ſay that | 
had any Eſtate, or was a Fortune, or the lite: It is 
true the deſign of delnding a Woman of Fortune, if 
IJ had been fo, was baſe enough; the putting the Face 
of great Things upon poor Circumſtances was a Fraud, 
and bad enough; but the Caſe a little differ'd too, and 
that in his Favour, for he was not a Rake that made a 
_ 1 rade 
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Trade to delude Women, 25 as ſome has done get 
ſix or ſeven Fortunes after one another, and then rifle 
and run away from them; but he was already a Gen- 
tleman, unfortunate and low, but had liv'd well; and 
tho if | had had a Fortune, I ſhould have been enrag'd 
at the Slut for betraying me; yet really for the Man, 

a Fortune would not have been ill beſtow'd on him, 

for hei was a lovely Perſon indeed; of generous Prin- 
ciples, good Senſe, and of abundance of good Hu- 
mour. - 
We had a great deal of cloſe Converlation that 
Night, for we neither of ns ſlept much; he was as 
Penitent, for having put all thoſe Cheats upon me, 
as If it had been Fellony, and that he was going to 
Execution ; he offered me again every Shilling of 
the Money he had about him, and ſaid, he would go 
into the Army and ſeek for more. 

Jab d him why he would be ſo unkind to carry 
me into Jreland, when I might ſuppoſe he could 
not have ſubſiſted me there? He took me in his 
Arms, My Dear, ſaid he, I never deſion'd to go to Ire- 
land at all, much leſs to have carried you thit her; but 
came hither to be out of the Obſervation of the People, 
who had heard what I pretended to, and that No Body 
might ask me for Money before I was furniſh'd to ſupply 
them, 

B : r where then, ſaid J, were we to have gone 
next! 

W ny my Dear, ſaid he, I'll confeſs the whole 
Scheme to you, as I had laid it; I purpoſed here to 
ask you ſomething about your Eſtate, as you ſee J did, 
and when you, as I expected you would, had enter'd 
into ſome Account of the Particulars, I would have 
made an Excuſe to have put off our Voyage to Ireland 
for ſome time, and ſo have gone for London. 

Tun my Dear, /aid he, | refolv'd to have 
conſeſs'd all the Circumſtances of my own Affairs to 
you, and let you knoy I had indeed made uſe of theſe 

| | Artiſices 
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Artifices to obtain your Conſent to marry me, but 
had now nothing to do but to ask you Pardon, and 
to tell you how abundantly | would endeavour to 
make you forget what was paſt, by the Felicity of 
the Days to come. 
Tur, ſaid I te him, I find you would ſoon have 
conquer'd me; and it is my Aſfid ion now, that Iam 
not in a Condition to let you ſee how eaſily I ſhould 
have been reconcil'd to you ; and have paſs'd by all 
the Tricks you had put upon me, in Recompence of 
ſo much good Humour; but my Dear, ſaid I, what 
can wedo now? We are both undone, and what 
better are we for our being reconcil'd, ſeeing we 
have nothing to live on. 

W propos'd a great many things, but nothing 
could offer, where there was nothing to begin with: 


He beg'd me at laſt to talk no more of it, or he ſaid 


I- would break his Heart; ſo we talk'd of other 
things a little, till at laſt he took a Husband's leave 
of me, and ſo went to Sleep. 


H x roſe before me in the Morning, and indeed 


having lain awake almoſt all Night, I was very fl-e- 
Py, and lay till near Eleven o' Clock, in this time he 


took his Horſes, and three Servants, and all his 


Linnen and Baggage, and away he went, leaving a 
ſhort, but moving Letter for me on the Table, as 
follows: | 


My Dzas, 

AM a Dog; I have abus'd yon; but I have been 
drawn in to do it by a baſe Creature, contrary to my 
Principle, and the general Practice of my Life : Forgive 
me, my Dear ! I ak you Pardon with the greateſt Sin- 
cerity; I am the moſt miſerable of Men, in having delu- 
ded jou: ] have been ſo happy to Poſſeſs you, and am 
now ſo wretched as to be forc'd to fly from yon: Forgive 
me, my Dear, once more ] ſay forgive me, I am not 


able to ſee you ruin d by me, and my, ſelf unable to ſupport 
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you: Our Marriage is nothing, I ſhall never be able to 
ſee you again : here diſcharge you from it; if you 
can marry to your Advantage do not decline it on my 
Account; I here ſwear to you on my Faith, and on the 
Word of a Man of Honour, I will never diſturb your Re- 
poſe if I ſhould know of it, which however is not likely : 
On the other hand, if you ſhould not marry, and if good 
Fortune ſhould befall me, it ſhall be all yours where ever 
ou are. . 

I have put ſome of the Stock of Money I have left 
into your Pocket ; take Places for your ſelf and your Maid 
in the Stage Coach, and go for London; I hope it will 
bear your Charges thither, without breaking into your 
own: Again I ſincerely ask your Pardon, and will do ſo, 
as often as I ſhall ever think of you. 


Adieu my Dear for ever, 


I am yours moſt Affectionately. 


J. E. 


NoTtuixG that ever befel me in my Life, ſank fo 


deep into my Heart as this Farewel : I reproach'd him 


a Thouſand times in my Thoughts for leaving me, 
for | would have gone with him thro' the World, if 
I had beg'd my Bread. I felt in my Pocket, and there 
I found ten Guineas, his Gold Watch, and two little 
Rings, one a ſmall Diamond Ring, worth only abour 
ſix Pound, and the other a plain Gold Ring. 

[ ſar down and look'd upon theſe Things two Hours 
together, and ſcarce ſpoke a Word, till my Maid in- 
terrupted me, hy telling me my Dinner was ready: 
eat but little, and after Dinner l fel] into a violent 
Fit of Crying, every no and then, calling him by his 
Name, which was Fames, O Femy ! ſaid I, come back, 
come back, I' give you all I have; I'll beg, I'll ffarve 
wth you: And thus I run Raving about the Room _— 
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yeral times, and then ſat down between whiles, and 
then walking about again, call'd upon him to come 
back, and then cry'd again; and thus I paſs'd the Af- 
ternoon, till about ſeven o'Clock, when it was near 
Dusk in the Evening being 4gu/, when to my un- 
ſpeakable Surprize he comes back into the Inn, and 
comes directly up into my Chamber. 


ſo was he too: I could not imagine what ſhould be 
the Occaſion of it ; and began to be at odds with my 
{elf whether to be glad or ſorry ; but my Affection 
byaſs'd all the reſt, and it was impoſſible to conceal 
my Joy, which was too great for Smiles, for it burſt 
out into Tears. He was no ſooner enter'd the Room, 


me faſt and almoſt ſtopping my Breath with his 
Kiſſes, but ſpoke not a Word; at length I began, my 
Dear, ſaid I, How could you 90 away from me? To 
which he gave no Anſwer, for it was impoſſible for 
him to ſpeak. | 

W nu £ our Extaſies were a little over, he told me 
he was gone above 15 Miles, but it was not in his 
Power to go any farther, without coming back to ſee 
me again, and to take his leave of me once more. 

I told bim how I had paſs'd my time, and how 
loud [ had call'd him to come back again; he told me 
he heard me very plain upon Delamere Foreſt, at a 
Place about 12 Miles off: Iſmild; Nay ſays he, Do 
not think I am in Jeſt, for if ever I heard your Voice in 
my Life, I heard you call me aloud, and ſometimes I 
thought I ſaw you running after me; Why ſaid I, what 
did I ſay ? for I had not nam'd the Words to him, 
you call d aloud, ſays he, and ſaid, O Jemy ! © Jemy ! 
come back, come back. 

1 laugh'd at him, my Dear, ſays he, do not Laugh, 
for depend upon it, I heard your Voice as plain as you hear 
mine nom; if you pleaſe, I'll oo before a Magiſtrate and 


| was in the greateſt Confuſion imaginable, and 


but he run to me and took me in his Arms, holding 


make 
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make Oath of it; I then began to he amaz'd and ſur- 


priz'd, and indeed frighted, and told bim what I had 


really done, and how I had calPd after him, as above. 
When we had amus'd ourſelves a while about this, 
I faid to him, well, you ſhill go away from me no 
more, l' go all over the World with you rat! er: 
He told me, it would be a very difficult thing for 
him to leave me, but ſince it muſt be, he hoped I 
would make it as eaſy to me as Icould ; but as for 
him, it would be his Deſtruction, that he oreſaw. 

However he told me, that he had conſider d he had 
left me to Travel to London alone, which was a long 
Journey; and that as he might as well go that way, 
as any way elſe, he was reſolv'd to ſee me thither, 
or near it; and if he did go away then without tak- 
ing his leave, I ſhould not take it ill of him, and 
this he made me promiſe. : 

H x told me how he had diſmiſs'd his three Ser- 
vants, fold their Horſes, and fent the Fellows away 
to ſeek their Fortunes, and all in a little time at a 
Town on the Road, | know not where; and, ſays he, 
it coſt me ſome Tears all alone by my ſelf, to think 
how much happier they were than their Maſter, for 
they could go to the next Gentleman's Houle to ſee 
for a Service, whereas, ſaid he, I knew uot whither 
to go, or what to do with my ſelf. 

I told him, I was ſo compleatly miſerable in part- 
ing with him, that | could not he worſe ; and that 
now he was come again, I would not go from him, 
if he would take me with him, let him go whither 
he would, and in the mean time | agreed that we 


would go together to London; but I could not be 


brought to conſeat he ſhould go away at laſt, and 
not take his leave of me; but told him Jeſting, that 
if he did, [ would call him back again as lond as I aid 
before; Then I pull'd out his Watch and gave it him 
back, and his two Rings, and his Ten Guineas ; but 


he would not take them, which made me very much 
ſuſpect 


5 K OE I - n a 2 . —_— ö _ —— 222 =, 
A - : IE Bl 8 I 
2 * . rn 2 . = 2 3 EIA *» 
; [4 — « - — toe . = 
— 4 a 5 p N a » 
* 2 * e * r * 82 — r. N * 
0 


— 
e 


r 
by. 


Sz 
4 
"©; 
5 

5 
N. 
: 
1 
= 
iP 
== 5 
+ 
[3 
1 
4 1 
} i»; 
4 
. . 
1 
* 
It 
I p 
11 
T: 
f 
* 1 
Mr \ 
x * 
1 
1 
4 

1 

V . 

13 

— 
* * 
n 

2 
bh 
1 
7 
4 
„N. 
* 
15 
_— 
« *-1I 
210 
— 
140 
7 w 
5 
U fn; 2 
1 ; 4 
= 
vl 
171 
i { 


ieh) 


ſouſpect that he reſolv d to go off upon the Road, and 


leave me. | 
Tur truth is. the Circumſtances he was in, the 
paſſionate Expreſſions of his Letter, the kind Gentle- 
manly Treatment I had from him in all the Affair, 
with the Concera he ſhow'd for me in it, his manner 
of Parting with that large Share which he gave me of 
his little Stock left, all theſe had join'd to make ſuch 
Impreſſions on me, that I could not bear the Thoughts 
of parting with him. 
Two Days after this we quitted Cheſter, I in the 
Stage Coach, and he on Horſeback; I diſmiſs'd my 


Maid at Cheſter; he was very much againſt my being 


without a Maid, but ſhe being hired in the Country, 
keeping no Servant at London: I told him it would 
Have been barbarous to have taken the poor Wench, 
and have turn'd her away as ſoon as I came to Town; 
and it would alſo have been a needleſs Charge on the 
Road, fo I ſatisfy'd him, and he was eaſy on that 


Score. 


H = came with me as far as Dunſtable, within 30 
Miles of London, and then he told me Fate and his 
own Misfortunes oblig'd him to leave me, and that 
it was not Convenient for him to go to London for 
Reaſons, which it was of no value to me to know, and 
I ſaw him preparing to go. The Stage Coach we 
were in, did not uſually {top at Dunſtable, but I de- 
firing it for a Quarter of an Hour, they were con- 
tent to ſtand at an Inn-Door a while, and we went 
into the Houſe. 

BEIN o in the Inn, I told him I had but one Fa- 
vour more to ask him, and that was, that ſince he 
could not go any farther, he would give me leave to 
ſtay a Week or two in the Town with him, that we 
might in that time think of ſomething to prevent ſuch 
a ruinous thing to us both, as a final Separation 
would be; and that I had ſomething of Moment to 


offer. 
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difer to him, which perhaps he might find Practicabie 
to our Advantage. 

Tus was too reaſonable a Propoſal to be denied, 
ſo he call d the Landlady of the Houle, and told ber, 
his W ite was taken ill, and ſo ill that ſhe cou'd not 
think of going any farther in the Stage Coach, which 
had tir'd her almoſt to Death, and asked if he cou d 
not get us a Lodging tor wed or three Days na 
Yrivate Houſe where I might reſt me a little, for the 
ones had been too much for me? The Landlady 
a good fort oi a Woman, well bred, and very oblig- 
ing, came immediately to ſee me; told me, ſue h id 
two or three very good Rooms in 4 part of the Houſe quite 

ot of the Noiſe, and if I ſaw chem, ſhe did not doubt but 1 
mould lie hem and I ſhonld have one of ber Maids, that 
ſhould do nothing elſe bit wait on me this was ſo very 
kind, that I could not but accept of it; ſo i went to 
look on the Rooms, and lik'd them very well, and 
indecd they were extraordinarily Furniſh'd, and very 
pleaſant Lodgings; ſo we Paid the Stage Coach. took 
out our Bag Lage; and reſolvꝰd to itay hens a While. 

Hen E Trold h. n, | would live with him now till all 
my Money was wich but would not let him ſpend a 
Shilling of his own: We had ſome kind quabble a- 
bout that, but I told in it was the laſt time i was like 
to enjoy his Company, and ] delir'd he would let me 
be Maſter in that thing only, and he ſhould govern 
in every thing elſe, ſo he acquieſc d. 

Heeg one Evening toking 2 Walk into the Fields, 
I tel bim, | would not make che Propoſal to him ! 
had cold him of; accordingiy i related to him how ! 
ha liv'd in Virg: ma, _—_ | hadl a Mother, I beli-vy d. 
W a0 there ſtill, my Husband was dead 1 
ars; Te fla him, at ha not my Effects miſcar 

ch by the way I magnify'd pretty much, 1 mi 15 
= ve been Fortune good e. 2ough to him to have kep ; 
us from being parted 3 in this manuer: Ihen I entcr* 
into the manner of Peoples ſettling in thoſe Countries, 
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how they had a quantity of Land given them by th 0 
Conſtitution of the Place; and if not, that it might be oh 
purchaſed at fo eaſy a Rate that it want worth naming. Die 
I then gave him a full and diſtinct account of the * 
nature of Planting, how with carrying over but two ts 
or three Hundred pounds value in Engliſh Goods, with * 
ſome Servants and Tools, a Man of Application wou'd _h 
preſcatly lay a Foundation for a Family, and in few the 
' Years could raiſe an Eſtate. ho 
I let him into the nature of the Product of the f 
Earth, how the Ground was Cur'd and Prepar'd, and he 
what the uſual Increaſe of it was; and demonſtr-ted my 
to him, that ina very few ears, with ſuch a Beęin- cow 
ning, we ſhould be as cert iu of being Kich, as we he 
were now certain of being Poor. I ha 
He was ſurpriz d at my Diſcourſe ; for we made it Ry” 
the whole Subject of our Converſation for near a and 
Week together, in which time I laid it down in black by a 
and o hite, 2s we ſay, that it was morally impoſſible, 1 


with a ſuppoſition of any ren ſonable good Conduct, WF ling 
but that we muſt thrive there and do very well. 5 

Tur l told him what meaſures I would take to 
Talſe ſuch a Sum as 3co/. or thereabouts; and | ar- 
gued with him how good a Method it would be to 
put an end fo our Misfortunes, and reſtore our Cir- 
cumſtances in the World, to what we had both ex- 
pected; and I added, that after ſeven Years, we 
might be in a Poiture to leave our Plantation in good 
Hands, and come over again and receive the Income 
ot it, and live here and enjoy it; and l gave him Ex- 
amples of ſome that had done ſo, and liv'd now in 
very good Figure in London. 

I x ſhort, I prels'd him lo to it, that he almoſt a- 
reed to it, but ſtill ſomething or other broke it off; 
ill at laſt he turn'd the Tables, and began to talk 
Imoſt to the ſame pnrpoſe of Ireland. : 

H s told me that a Man that could conſine him 
o a Country Life, and that cou'd but find Stock to 


+ 
\ : | C3 9 : 


8 
＋ 
L 
«1 


163) 


enter upon any Land, ſhould have Farms there for 

50 J. a Year, as good as were let here for 2c0}.a Ycar; 
that the Produce was ſuch, and ſo Rich the Land, that 
if much was not laid np, we were ſure to live as hand- 
ſomely upon it as a Gentleman of 3000 “ a Year could 
do in EVgland; and 88 he had laid a Scheme to leave 
me in London, and go over and try; and if he ſound 8 
could lay a 3 ee dation of living ſuitable 

the Reſpect he had for me, as he doubted not he 
ſhould do. he would come over and fetch me. 

| was dreadfully afraid that upon ſuch a Propoſal 
he would have taken me at my Word, viz. to turn 
my little Income into Money, and let him carry it o- 
ver into Jreland and try his Experiment with it; but 
he was too juſt to deſire it, or to have accepted it if 
| had ofter'd it; and he anticipated me in that, for he 
added, that he would go and try his Fortune that way, 
and if he found he cou d co any thing at it to live, then 
by add ing mine to it when | went over, we ſhould live 
like our ſelves; but that he would not hazard a Shil- 
ling of mine till he had made the Experiment with a 
little, and he aſſur'd me that it he found nothi ng to 
be done in Ireland, he would then come to me and 
join in my Project of Virginia . 

H = was ſo earneſt upon his Project being to be try d 
firſt, that I cou'd not withſtant ö him; however, he 
pl omis'd to let me hear from him in a very little time 


„ efter his arriving there, to let me know whether his 
N proſpect anſwer' d his Deſign, duet if there was not 
" If = probability of Succeſ, I might take che Occation to 
prepare for our other Voyage, and than. e aſſur 5 me. 
be would 90 with me to America with all his Rear 


| could bring him to nothing der *. his, an nd 
„which entertain'd us near a Month, during which! 
' © £2j0y'd his Company, which was the moſt entertain- 
ing that ever 1 met with in my lite before. In this time 
ne let me into part of the Story of his own Lite, which 
Was indeed ſurprizing, and full of an infiifite Variety, 
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ſafficient to fill vp a much brighter Hiſtory for its Ad- 
ventures and Incidents, than any | ever ſaw in Print: 

But I ſhall have occaſion to ſay more of him hereafter., 

We parted ar laſt, tho' with the utmoſt reluQance 
on my fide, and indeed he took his leave very un- 
willingly too, but Neceflicy oblig'd him, for his Rea— 
ſons were very good, why he would not come to Lon. 
don, as | nnderiiood more fully afterwards. 

gave him a Direfiion how to write to me, tho 
ſtill | relerv'd the grand Secret, which was not to let 
him ever know my true Name, who I was, or where 
to be found; he likewiſe let me know how to write 
a Letter to him ſo that he ſaid he would be ſure to 
receive it. 

i came to Londin the next Day after we parted, but 
did not go directly to my old Lodgings: but for ano: 
ther nameleſs Reaſon took a private Lodging in St. 
Toh s-ftreet, or as it is vulgarly call'd St. Fones's near 
Clarteuwell; and here being perfectly alone, I had 
leiſure to fit do n and reflect ſcriouſſy upon the lat 
ſeven Months Ramble I had made, for 1 had been a- 
broad no leſs; the plealant rate had with my laſt 
Husband 1 look'd back on wich an infinite deal of 
Pleaſure; but that Pleaſure was very much leſſen, 
when I found ſome time after that I was really with 
Child. 

Tus was a perplexing thing becauſe of the Diſh: 
culty Which was ers me, where | ſhould get leate 
to Lye-in; it being one of the niceſt things in the 
Word at that time of D.y, tor a Woman that was 
a Stranger, and had no Friends, to be entertain'd 10 
that Gircumſta! ace withonrt OO which had not, 


neither c qe { * rocure a! ny 
b had t taken care all this while to preſerve a Cor. 


AY 
| 20 my Friend at the. Bank, or rather 
je LOOK care to Gorzelpond with me. for he rote 
o me once a Week; and tho' J had not ſpent M) 


2 ba 550 
vl oney fo faſt as to want any from him, yet I often 
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wrote alſo to let him know I was alive; I had wy 
Directions in Lancaſhir ey ſo that Thad 1 Le c:tter 
convey'd to me; and during my Recet< at St 1 
 receiv'd a very obliging Letter from! im, aſſo ring 
me that his Proceſs for a [iverce went op with Suc- 
ceſs, tho? he met with ſome Difhcultics in it that he 
did not expect. 
| was not diſpl-as'd with the News, that his Pro- 
ceſs was more tedious than ke expected; for tho 
hh" no condition to have had him yet, not he- 
fo fooliſh to marry him when | kucw my felt 
5 be with Child by another Man, as Ton 11 now 


have ventur d todo; yet Iwas not willing to loſe 
him. and in a word, reſcly'd to have him if he con— 

t tinu'd in the fame mind, as bon as I was np again: 

| for I aw apparently | ſhonld hear no more from my 


other Husband; and as he had a1] along pred me 10 
Marry, and had affir'd me he would not be at all 
1 at it, or cver offer to claim me ag sia, 0 
made no ſcruple to rcfolve to do it if lcguld, and 
it my other Friend ſtood to his Bargaia ; and I had 
a great deal of Keaſon to be aſſur qd, rh at he wou 0, 
by the Letters he wrote to me, which ve the 

kiadelt and molt ob iging thit could 5 
| now grew Big and the People where | lody'd 
perceiv'd it, and began to ta ke notice of it 10 me, 
and as far as Civility could allow, intimaicd that! 
muſt think of removing; this put me to extreme 
perplexity, and 1 grew very melancholly, for inde. BY 
knew not what Courſe to take, J had Mioncy, but 
Fi 


no Friends, and was like no to have a Child The 


TH 


my Hands to keep, which W A8 Aeli fie uity ] i446) 


neuer 


had upon In C yet, $85 my 0 5101 * ne CILO make; I-71 


4 
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TE ix the courſe of this Affair | fell very ill, aud my 
ther Me elancholly Rey cucrcas d my Diſtemper ; my iu 
rob neſs prov'd at length to be only an Ague, but my 
1 Apprehentions were really that 1 ſhould Miſcarry; 
1 | ſhould not ſay 8 15 enſions, for indeed ! wort; 
1 . 
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have been glad to miſcarry, but I cou'd never enter- 
tain ſo much as a thought of taking any thing to 
make me Miſcarry, I abhorr'd, I ſay, fo much as the 
thought of it. 

However, ſpeaking of it, the Gentlewoman who 
kept the Houſe propos'd to me to ſend for a Mid. 
wite; I ſcrupled it at firſt, but after ſometime con- 
ſented, but told her | had no Acquaintancewith any 
Midwife, and fo lefr 1t to her. 

Ur ſeems the Miſtreſs of the Houſe was not fo 
great a Stranger to ſuch Caſes as mine was, as [ 
thought at fir ſt the had been, as will appear preſcutly, 
and ſhe ſent for a Midwife of the right ſort, that is 


to ſay, the right ſort for me. 


Tue Woman appear'd to be an experienc'd Wo- 
man in her Buſineſs, I mean as a Midwite, but ſhe had 
another Calling too, in which ſhe was as expert as 
moſt Women, it not more: My Landlady had told 
her I was very Melancholly, and that ſhe bcelicy'd 
that had done me harm; and once, before me, ſaid to 
her, Mrs. B-——— I be lieve this Lady's Trouble is of 
a kind that is pretty much in your way, and there- 
fore it you can do any thing for her, pray do, for ſhe 
is àa very civil Gentlewoman, and fo ſhe went out of 
the Room. 

| rcally did not underſtand her, but my Mother 
Midnight began very ſeriouſly to explain what ſhe 
meant, as ſoon as ſhe was gone: Madam, ſays ſbe, 
you ſeem not to underſtand what your Landlady 
means, and when you do, you nced not let her know 
at all that you do ſo. 

SHE means tharyou are under ſome Circumſtances 


that may reader your Lying In difficult to you, = 


that you are not willing to be expos'd; I need {ay 

more, but to tell you, that if you think fit to 45 
municate ſo much of your Caſe to me, as is neceſſa 
tor ico not deſire to pry into thoſe things, 


yerhaps may be in a Condition to aſſiſt you, and to 
make 


7 
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make you eaſy, and remove all your dull Thoughts 
upon that Subj-Q. 

EvetRyY word this Creature ſaid was a Cordial to 
me and put new Life and new Spirit into my very 
Heart; my Blood began to ciiculate immediately, 
and I vas quite another Body; 1 eat my Victuals A 
gain, and gre better preſently after it: She ſaid a 
great deal more to the ſame purpoſe, and then hav- 
ing preſs'd me to be free with her, and promis'd in 
the ſolemneſt manner to be {ecret, ſhe ſtop'd a lit- 
tle, as if wilting to ſee what Impreſſion it made on 
me, and what 1 would fay. 

| was too ſenſible of the. want I was in of ſuch a 
Woman, not to accept her Offer; I told her my Caſe 
was partly as ſh: gneſs'd, and partly not, for | was 
really married, and had a Hushand, tho? he was fo 
remote at that time, as that he cou'd not appear 
pub ickly. 

Sus took me ſhort, and told me, that was none of 
her Buſineſs, all che Ladies that came under her Care 
were mirried Women to her; every Woman, /ays ſhe, 
that is with Child has a Father or it, and whether 
that Father was a Husband or no Unsband, Was no 
Buſi neſs of bers; her Buſineſs was to aſſiſt me in my 
preſent Circumſtances, whether I had a Hnsband or 


no; for, Midam, ſays jhe, 1 have a Husband that 


cannot appear. is to have no Husband, and therefore 
whether you are a Wife or a Mutreſs is all one to me. 
I found preſently, that wi herher | was a Whore 
or a Wiie, I was to paſs for a, Whore here, fo ! let 
that go; 277 her, it was true as ſhe ſaid, but that 
however if I muſt tell her my Cafe, 1 mat tell ir 
her as it was: So related it as ſhort as I could, 
and | concinded it to her: I trouble you wit.) his 
Madam, ſaich 2 not th 5 as wr it fa 4 bef, fore, it 85 1 
to the per poſe i in your Ajj ir, but tits is to the purpoſe, 
Namely, 65. A Jam jak 11 A7 1 pin about be! ng fee 5 O7 
being conccal d, for tis „ iudiſfer ent to me ; Hut 
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my aificulty is, that I have no Acquaintance in this part 
of the Nation. 27 | 
I underſtand you, Madam, ſays ſhe, you have no 
gecurity to bring to prevent the Pariſh Impertinences 
nſual in ſuch Caſes; and perhaps, ſays ſhe, do not 
know very well how to diſpoſe of the Child when it 


comes ; the laſt, ſays 7, is not ſo much my Con- 


cern as the firſt: Well, Madam, anſwers the Mid- 
wife, dare you put your ſelf into my Hands, I live 
in ſuch a place, tho? I do not enquire after you, 
you may enquire after me, my Name is B [ 
live in ſuch a Street, naming the Street, at the Sign 
of the Cradle, my Profeſſion is a Mid wite, and I have 
many Ladies that come to my Houſe to Lye-In; 1 
have given Security to the Pariſh in General to ſecure 
them from any Charge, from what ſhall come into 
the World undet my Roof; I have but one Queſtion 
to ask in the whole Affair, Madam, ſays ſhe, and if 
that be anſwer'd, you ſhall be entirely eaſy of the reſt. 

I preſcatly underſtood what ſhe meant, aud told 
her, Madam, I believe T underſtand yo; | thank God, 
tho I want Friends if*this Part of the World, I do not 
want Money, fo far as may be Neceſſary, tho I do not a- 
bound in that neither ; This 1 added, becauſe I would 
not make her expect great things; well Madam, /ays 
fre, that is the thing indeed, without which nothing 
can be done in theſe Caſes; and yet, ſays ſhe you ſhall 
ſce that I will not impoſe upon you. or offer any thing 
that is unkind to you, and you ſhall know every thing 
before hand, that you way fuit your ſelf to the Oc- 
caſion, and be either coſtly or ſparing as you ſee fit. 

Iteld hen, ſhe ſeem'd to be fo perfectly ſenſible of 
my Condition, that I had nothing to ask of her but 
this, that as ] had Money ſuſſicient, but not a great 
Quantity, ſhe would order it ſo, that I might be at 
as lictle ſuperfluous Charge 2s poſſible. 

SH = reply, that ſhe thould bring in an Account 
of tiie=xpelnices of it, in two or three Shapes, I ſhould 
Ehuic as I pleas'd, and 1 deſir'd her to do fo. Tit 
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Tus next Day ſhe brought it, and the Copy of 
her three Bills was as follows. 


2 
For three Months Lodging in kerHouſe, | 
including my Dyet at _ a Week. Tc 0 O 
2. For a Nurſe for the Month, and Uſe of 
Child-bed Linnen bor 10 
3. For a Miniſter to Chriſten the Child, ? 
and to the Godfathers and Clark — $2? 10 © 


4. For a Supper at the Chriſtening if I 
had five Friends at it . dor 00 0 


For her Fees as a Midwife, and the takings T * 
off the Trouble of the Parih- $$ 03 3 


To her Maid Servant attending. 00 10 0 


—ů— —]:U—— 


— — — 


— 3 13 Oo 


Tuns was the firſt Bill, the Second was in the ſame 
Terms, | 


1, For three Months Lodging and 11 
Dyet. Cc. at 20 6. per Week 

2. For a Nurſe for the Month, and 
the Uſe of Linnen and Lace n 

3. For the Miniſter to Chriſten the 
Child, Cc. as above —— — b wy 

4. For a Supper and for Sweatmeats 03 03 O 
For her Fees, as above —-—— — — oF 05 o 
For a Scrvant-Maid —— — O01 02:4 


77 — — 


OO O 


26 8 O 


Tus was the ſecond rate Bill, the third, ſhe /aid, 
was for a degrce Higher, and when the Father, or 
Friends appeared. 


1. For three Months Lodging and 
30 O0 © 


Diet, having two Rooms and a Gar- 
ret for a Servant 


tt 


2, For 


70 
2. For a Nurſe for the Month, and) J. 5. 4. 
the fineſt Suit of Child bed Lin- o4 o4 o 


nen. 
3. For the Miniſter to Chriſten the. 
Child, &c. — 3 1650 


4 For a Supper, the Gentleman to 
ſend in the Wine — 9 
For my Fees, Cc: —— — 10 10 © 
The Maid beſides their own Maid only oo 10 0 
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I look'd upon all the three Bills, and ſmil'd, aud 
told her, 1 did not ſee but that ſhe was very reaſo 

nable in her Demands, all things conſider'd, and J 
did not doubt but her Accommodations were good, 

SHE told me, i ſhould he a Judge of that, when 
I ſaw them: Iod her, | was ſorry to tell her that 
I fear'd I muſt be her loweſt rated Cuſtomer, and per- 
hap: Madam, ſaid I, you will make me the leſs Wellcome 
upon that Account. No, not at all, ſaid ſhe, for 
where 1 have One of the third Sort, I have wo of 
the Second, and Four of the Firſt, and 1 get as much 
by them in Proportion, as by any; but 1: you doubt 
my Care of you, I will allow any Friend you have 
to ſee if you are well waited on, or no. 

Turn ſhe explain'd the Particulars of her Bill; 
in the firſt Place, Madam, /aid ſhe, I would have 
you obſerve, that here is three Months kceping 
you at but 10 5. a Week, I undertake to ſay you will 
not complain of my Table: I ſuppoſe, /ays ſhe, you 
do not live Cheaper where you are now ; No, indeed, 
ſaid J, nor ſo Cheap, for I give ſix Shillings per 
Week for my Chamber, and find my own Dyet,which 
coſts me a great deal more. 

Tux Madam, ſays ſhe, if the Child ſhould not 
live, as it ſometimes happens, there is the Miniſtcr's 
Article ſaved ; and if you have no Friends to come, 
you may fave the Expence of a Supper; ſo that _ 
; | _ nov 


E 
thoſe Articles ont, Madam, ſays ſhe, your Lying-In 
will not coſt you above 51. 3s more than your or- 
dinary Charge of Living. 

THr1s was the moſt reaſonable thing that I ever 
heard of; ſo I imild, and told her I wovld come 
and be a Cuſtomer; but I told her alſo, that as I had 
two Months, and more to go, I might perhaps be 
obliged to ſtay longer with her than three Months, 
and deſir'd to know if ſhe would not be obl:z'd-to 
remove me before it was proper; No, ſhe /aid, her 
Houſe was large, and beſides, ſhe never put any Bo- 
dy to remove, that had Lain-In, till they were 
willng to go; and if ſhe had more Ladies offer'd, ſhe 
was not ſo ill belov'd among her Neighbours, but 
ſhe could provide Accommodation for Twenty, if 
there was Occaſion, | 

I found ſhe was an eminent Lady in her way, and 
in ſhort, I agrced to put my ſelf into her Hands: She 
then talk'd of other things, look'd about into my 
Accomodations, where I was, found fault with my 
wanting Attendance, and Conveniencies, and that I 
ſhould not be us'd fo at her Houſe : Itold her, I 
was ſhy of ſpeaking, for the Woman of the Houſe 
look'd ſtranger, or at leaſt I thought fo, ſince I had 
been Ill, becauſe I was with Child; and I was afraid 
ſhe would put ſome Affront or other upon me, ſup- 
poſing that I had been able to give but a ſlight Ac- 
count of my ſelf. 

O Dear, ſaid ſhe, her Ladyſhip is no ſtranger to 
theſe things; ſhe has try'd to entertain Ladies in 

our Condition, but could not ſecure the Pariſh; 

and beſides, ſuch a nice Lady as you take her to 
be; however, ſince you are agoing you ſhall not 
meddle with her, but I'll ſee you are a little better 
look'd after while you are here, and it ſhall not coſt 
you the more neither. 

did not underſtand her ; however, Ithank'd her, 
ſo we parted ; the next Morning jhe ſent me a 
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Chicken roaſted and hot, and a Bottle of Sherry, and 
ordered the Maid to tell me, that ſhe was to wait on 
me every Day as long as I ſtaid there. 

Tus was ſurprizingly good and kind, and I 
accepted it very willingly: At Nipht ſhe ſent to 
me gain, to know if I wanted any thing, and to 
order the Maid to coine to her in the Morning for 
Dinner ; the Maid had Orders to make me ſome Cho- 
colate in the Morning before ſhe came away, and at 
Noon ſhe brought me the Sweethread of a Breaſt of 
Veal whole, and a Diſh of Soup for my Dinner, 
and after this manner ſhe nurs'd me up at a diſtance, 
ſo that | was mightily well pleaſed, and quickly well, 
for indeed my Dijections before were the principal 
Part of my IUneſs. 55 

I expected as is uſually the Caſe among ſuch Peo- 
ple, that the Servant ſhe ſent me would have been 
ſome impudent brazen Wench of Drury Lane Breed- 
ing. and | was very uneaſy upon that Account, ſa 1 
would not let her lye in the Houſe the firſt Night, 
but had my Eyes about me as narrowly as if ſhe had 
been a publick Thief. 

M y Gentjewoman gueſs'd preſently what was the 
matter, and ſent her back with a ſhort Note, that 1 
might depend upon the honeſty of her Maid; that 
Me would be an{werable for her upon all Accounts; 
and that ſhe took no Servants without very good Se- 
curity: | was then perfectly eaſy, and indeed the 
Maid's Behaviour ſpoke for its ſelf, for a modeſter, 
quieter, ſober Girl never came into any Body's Fami- 
ly, and I found her fo afterwards. 

As ſoon as | was well enough to go Abroad, I 
went with the Maid to ſee the Houle, and to ſee the 
Appartment I was to have; and every thing was ſo 
handſome and fo clean, that, in ſhort, I had nothing 
to ſay, but was wonderfully pleaſed with what | 
had met with, which conſidering the melancholly 
* Il was in, was beyond what | MY 
1 * 


4 

[ 7 might be expected that I ſhould give ſome Ac- 
count of the Nature of the wicked Practices of this 
Woman, in whoſe Hands 1 was now fallen ; but it 
would be but roo much Encouragement to the Vice, 
to let the World ſee what, caly Meaſures were here 
taken to rid the Women's Burthen of a Child clan- 
deſtinely gotten ; This grave Matron had ſeveral 
Sorts of Practice, and this was one, that if a Child 
was born, tho”. not in her Houle, ior ſhe had the 
Occaſion to be call'd to many private t abours, ſhe 
had People always ready, who for a Piece of 
Money would take the Child off their Hands, and 
off from the Hands of the Pariſh too; and thoſe 
Children, as the ſaid, were honeſtly taken Care of: 
What ſhould become of them all, conſidering ſo ma- 
ny, as by her Account the was concern'd | with, I 
Cannot conceive. 

| had many times Diſcourſes upon that Subje& 
with her; but ſhe was full of this Argument, that 
ſhe ſav'd the Life of many an Innocent Lamb, as fhe 
call'd them, which would perhaps have been Mur- 
der'd ; and of many a Woman, who made Deſperate 
by the Misfortune, would otherwile be tempted to 
Deftroy their Children: I granted her that this 
was true, and a very commendable thing, provided 
the poor Children fell into good Hands afterwards, 
and were not abus'd and nes, ected by the Nurſes 
ſhe anſwered, that ſhe always took care of that, and 
had no Nurſes in her Bui neſs, but what were very 
good People, and ſuch as might be depended upon. 

could ſay nothing to the e and ſo was 
oblig' d to ſay, Madam Ido net Alon but you do your 
Part, but wo Jo thoſe People do iss the main Queſtion, 
and {he ſtop d my Mouth a Zain with {laying ſhe took 
the utmoſt care about it. 

Tux only thing | een in all her Converſation 
on theſe Subj: as, that gave me any Qiltaite, Was, 
that one time in 1) iſcourling about my being fo far 
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gone with Ghild, ſhe ſaid ſomething that look'd as 


if ſhe could help me off with my Burthen ſooner, if 
I was willing; or in Exgliſb, that ſhe could give me 
ſomethiag to make me Miſcarry, if I had a deſire to 
put an end to my Troubles that way; but I ſoon let 
her ſee that 1 abhor'd the Thoughts of it; and to do 
her Jufice, ſhe put it off ſo cleaverly, that I could 
not ſay ſhe really intended it, or whether ſhe only 
mentioned the Practice as a horirble thing; for ſhe 
couch'd her Words ſo well, and took my Meaning ſo 
quickly, that ſhe gave her Negative before I could 
explain my ſelf. 

To bring this part into as narrow a Compaſs as 
poſſihle, 1 quited my Lodging at St. Jones's and went 
to my new Governeſs, for ſo they call'd her in the 
Houle and there | was indeed treated with o much 
Con:tiſy, fo carcrully look'd to, and every thing ſo 
well, that | was ſurprisd at it, and could not at firſt 
ſee what Advantage ny Governeſs made ot it; but 
I tound afterwards that ſhe profeis'd to make no 
Profit of the Lodger's Dyer, nor indeed cowd ſhe 
get much by it, but that her Profit lay in the other 
Articles of her Management, and ſhe made enough 
that way, I aſſure you; for 'tis ſcarce credible what 
Practice ſhe had, as well Abroad as at Home, and 
yet all upon the private Account, or in plain Erglijh, 
the Whoring Account. 

Wulle l was in her Houſe, which was near four 
Months, ſhe had no leſs than twelve Ladies of Plca- 
ſure brought to Bed within Doors, and I thiak ſhe 
had two and thirty, or thereabouts under her Conduct 
without Doors, whereof one, as nice as ſhe was with 
me, was lodg'd with my old Landlady at St. Jones's: 
Inis was a ſtrange Teſtimony of the growing 
Vice of the Age, and as bad as I had been my ſelf, 
it ſhock'd my very Senſes, began to nanceate the 


place | was in, and above. all, the Practice; and yet 


I muſt fay chat I never ſaw, or do I believe there was 
0 


E 
to be ſeen the leaſt indecency in the Houſe the 
whole time I was there. | 

N o r a Man was ever ſeen to come up Stairs, ex- 
cept to Viſit the Lying-In Ladies within their Month, 
nor theu without the old Lady with them, who made 
it a piece of the Honour of her Management that no 
Man ſhould touch a Woman, No, rot his own Wile, 
within the Month ; nor would ſhe permit any Man 
to lye in the Rouſe upon any pretence whatever, No, 
not tho it was with hisown Wife, and her ſaying 
for it was, that ſhe car'd not how many Children was 
born in her Houle, but ſhe would have none got there 
if ſhe could help it. 

Ir might perhaps be carried farther than was 
needful, but it was an Errer of the Right Hand if it 
was an Error, for by this ſhe kept up theReputation, 
ſuch as it was, of her Buſineſs and obtain'd this 
CharaQer, that tho? ſhe did take Care of the Women 
when they were debauch'd, yet ſhe was not Inſtru- 
mental to their being debauch'd at all, and yet it was 
a wicked Trade ſne drove too. 

Wu I was here, and before I was brought to 
Bed, I receiv'd a Letter from my Truſtee at the 
Bank full of kind obliging things, and earneſtly preſ- 
ling me return to London e It was near a Fortnight 
old when it c:me to me, becauſe it had firſt been 
ſent into Lancaſhire, and then return d to me; he 
concludes with telling me that he had obtain'd a De- 
cree againſt his Wife, and that he would be ready to 
make good his Engagement to me, ii I would accept 
of him, adding a great many Proteſtations of Kind- 
neſs and Aﬀ ion, ſuch as he would have been far 
from off ring t he had known the Circumſtances I 
had been in. and Which as It was J had been very far 
from deſerving 

1 returu'd an Anſwer to this Letter an] dated it 
at Liverpool, but ſent it by a Mellenger, alledging, 
that it came in cover to a Friend in Lowu; 1 1755 
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bim Toy of his Deliverance, but rais'd ſome Scruples 
at the Lawfulneſs of his Marrying again, and told 
him, I ſuppos'd he would conlider very ſeriouſly up- 
on that Point before he refolv'd on it, the Conſe- 
quence being too great fora Man ot his Judgment to 
venture raſhly upon; ſo concluded wiſhing him very 
well in whatever he reſolv'd, without letting him 
into any thing of my own Mind, or giving any 
Anſwer to his Propoſal of my coming to London to 
tim, but mention'd at a diſtance my Intention to 
return the latter end of the Year, this being da- 
ted in April. 
I was brought to Bed about the middle of May. 
and had another brave Buy, and my ſelf in as good 
Condition as uſual on ſuch Occaſions: My Gover— | 
neſs did her part as a Midwife with the greateſt 
Art and Dexterity imaginable, and far beyond all ] 
that ever I had had any Experience of before. 1 
Hs RN Care of me in my Travail, and af fter in my : 
Lying-In, Was cl, that if ſhe had been my own | [ 
Mother it could not have been better; let none be : 
Encouraged in their looſe Practices from this Dex- t 
terous Lady's Management, tor ſne is gone to her \ 
\ 
] 


place, and I dare fay has left nothing behind her 
that can or will come up to it. 
I think I had been brought to Bed about twenty 


gain'd his Point, had very unhappily deſtroy'd herſelf 
that ſame Evening. 


1 
„ Days when 1 recciv'd another Letter from my Friend 1 
f at the Bank, with the ſurpriſing News that he had E 
ih obtaind a final Sentence of Divorce againſt his 1 
th Wife, and had ſerv d her with it on fach a Day, 
nt and that he had ſuchan Anſwer to give to all my e 
i Scrpples about his Marrying again, as I could not 8 
„ ex ect, and as he had no Deſire of; for that his tl 
n Wife, who had been under ſome Remorſe before for ( 
8: | her uſage of him, as ſoon as ſhe heard that he had I 


H © as 


47 
HE expreſs d himſelf very handſomly as to his bo- 


ing concern'd at her Diſaſter, but clear'd himſelf o- 


having any hand in it, and that he had only don: 
himſelf Juſtice in a Caſe in which he was notoriouſly 
Injur'd and Abus'd : However, he ſaid that he wa: 
extremely afflicted at it, and had no view of any 
Satisfaction left in this World, but only in the hope 
that I would come and relieve him by my Compa- 
ny; and then he preſs'd me violently indeed to give 
him ſome hopes, that I would at leaſt come up to 
Town and let him ſee me, when he would farther 
enter into Diſcourſe about it. 

I Was exceedingly ſurpriz'd at the News, and 
began now ſeriouſly to reflect on my Circumſtances, 
and the inexpreſſible Misfortune it was to have a 
Child npon my Hands, and what to doin it I knew 
not; at laſt I open'd my Caſe at a diſtance to my Go- 
verneſs, IJ appear'd melancholy for ſeveral Days; 
and the lay at me continually to know what trou- 
bled me; I could not for my Life tell her that I had 
an offer of Marriage, after I had ſo often told her 
that I had a Husband, fo that I really knew not 
what to ſay to her: I own'd I had ſomething wich 
very much troubl'd me, but at the fame time told 
her I cou'd not ſpeak of it to ary one alive. 

SHE continued importuning me feveral Days, 
but it was impoſſible, I told ber, for me to commit 
the Secret to any Body : This, inſtead of being 
an Anſwer to her, encreas'd her Importunities; ſhe 
urg'd her having been truſted with the greateſt Se- 
crets of this Nature, that it was her buſineſs to Con- 
ccal every thing, and that to Diſcover things of 
that Nature would be her Ruin; ſhe ask'd me if ever 
{had found her Tatling of other People's Aſtairs, and 
low could I ſuſpect her? ſhe told me, to untold myſelf 
to her, was telling it to no Body; that the was filent 
as Death, that it muſt be a very ſtrauge Cate indeed, 
that ſhe could not help me out of; but to conceal 

4x5 rope it, 


<P 


\ PL 3 - p 
* o — 193 7 * — << 
* * 2 
3 „ 
er 4 * 


——— 


e —— 


* . — . — — —— — — 4 
” — — 
— —_ * 


ONE — — — 


5 "_ oY ' n is L = — — 2 . 
— 3 der ky — Five, . — = - N 8 —— 2 r 8 T aſe 
- - * * y — — * 2 = N — — 1; * r — 7 0 5 — _ N rn > * 5 
— ICY — * 1 = gs - — 8 — N os gs os »” 
* 3 — N W ö TW oro ett an acl + Rn „ 2% $a : * n FS. SIS =, 
. 1 l a f . | r ** N , —— K , _— 
- * — = - - | * „ . v. * "7 
7 — | "ys 44 I_t oe g J 5 5 6 r x fark” U — U 
* ; — _——— 7 WA & 
= 8 " ty | wt — * — —— - Ne rg EVER — 


— — 2 
— — 
+ . WY 
& rn , 
— — wo Wo r 
2 — 2 — „ . w — 


k— ͥ—— x — KEE 
N — 


1 
— — 
"2 
I. , — 
y Tg 
3 


— 
„ tes 
* 


— 2 r e 222 — . ee A — 
<A Bs bs ; : p 
- Mz a. __ EI IE, fd 1 —— - > <a r 

22 * - —— 13 — _— Py -— bm N 

— , wo . - * e : 3 — 
y 1 3 pas — ——— — AA CY . \ 

2 F oy Tay 2X7 in TR * * Nn — — en 

4 2 * 8 — 
— * 2 * » 26 96,8 . hy — 7 : 1 ä 1 * 
& Fong Deen 2/8; * hk ad — Pr — 7 — — * TP 2 4 
wa 9 
* „ B EO eee 
% 


780 


it,. was to deprive myſelfof all poſſible Help, or means 
of Help, and to deprive her of the Opportunity 
of Serving me. In ſhort, ſhe had ſuch a betwitching 
Eloquence, and ſo great a power of Perſwaſion, that 
there was no concealing any thing from her. 

So I reſolv'd to unboſom myſelf to her, I told 
her the Hiſtory of my Lancaſhire Marriage, and 
how both of us had been Diſappointed z; how we 
came together, and how we parted : How he Diſ- 
charg'd me, as far as lay in him, and gave me free 
Liberty to Marry again, proteſting that if he knew 
it he would never Claim me, or Diſturb, or Expoſe 
me; that I thought I was free, but was dreadfully 
afraid to venture, for fear of the Conſequences that 
might follow in caſe of a Diſcovery, | 

THEN I told her what a good Offer I had; 
ſhow d her my Friends Letters. inviting me to Lon- 
don, and with what Affection there were written, but 
blotted out the Name, and alſo the Story about the 
Diſſaſter of his Wife, only that ſhe was dead. 

SRE fell a Laughing at my ſcruples about mar- 
rying, and told me the other was no Marriage, but 
a Cheat on both Sides; and that as we were parted 
by mutual Conſent, the nature of the Contract was 


. deſtroy'd, and the Obligation was mutually dif- 


charg'd: She had Arguments for this at the tip of her 
Tongue; and in ſhort, reaſon'd me out of my Reaſon ; 
not but that it was too by the help of my own Incli- 
nation. 

Bur then came the great and main Difficulty, 
and that was the Child; this ihe told me muſt be 
remov'd, and that fo, as that it ſhould never be poſ- 
ſible for any one to diſcover it : I knew there was 
no Marrying without concealing that I had had a 
Child, for he would ſoon have diſcover'd by the Age 
of it, that it was born, nay, and gotten too, fince my 
Parly with him, aud that would have deſtroy'd all 
the Affair. 1 


BuT 


| ( 179 ) 
B ur it touch'd my Heart fo forcibly to think of 
\ Parting entirely with the Child, and for ought I 
knew, of having it murther'd, or ſtarv'd by Neg- 
left and IIl- uſage, which was much the ſame, that I 
could not think of it, without Horror: I wiſh all 
thoſe Women who conſent to the diſpoſing their 
Children out of the way, asit is call d, for Decency 
ſake, would conſider that *tis only a contriv'd Me- 


thod for Murther; that is to ſay, killing their Chil» 


dren with ſafety. 


IT is maniteſt to all that underſtand any thing 
of Children, that we are born into the World help- 
leſs, and uncapable either to ſupply our own Wants, 
or ſo much as make them known; and that without 
help, we muſt Periſn; and this help requires not on- 
ly an aſſiſting Hand, whether of the Mother, or ſome 
Body elſe; but there are two Things neceſlary in that 
aſiſting Hand, that is, Care and Skill; without both 
which, half the Children that are born would die; nay, 
tho they were not to be deny'd Food; and one half 
more of thoſe that remain'd would be Cripples or 
Fools, looſe their Limbs, and perhaps their Senſe : I 
Queſtion not, but that theſe are partly the Reaſons why 
Affection was plac'd by Nature in the Hearts of Mo- 
thers to their Children; without which they would 
never be able to give themſelves up, as tis neceſſary 
they ſhonld, to the Care and waking Pains needful 
to the Support of Children. 

SINCE this Care is need ful to the Life of Children, 
to neglect them is to Murther them; again, to give 
them up to be Manag'd by thoſe People, who have 
none of that needful Affection, placd by Nature in 
them, is to Neglect them in the higheſt Degree; nay, 
in ſome it goes farther, and is in order to their be- 
ing Loſt ; ſo that 'tis an intentional Murther, whee 
ther the Child lives or dies. 

ALL thoſe things repreſented themſelves to my 
View, and that in the blackeſt and moſt frightful 
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180) 
Form; and as I was very free with my Governneſs, 
who I had now learn'd to call Mother; I repreſented. 


to-her all the dark Thoughts which I had about it, 


and told her what diſtreſs I was in: She ſeem'd gra- 
ver by much at this Part than at the other ; but as 
ſhe was harden'd in theſe things beyond all poſſi- 
bility of being touch'd with the Religious part, and 
the Scruples about the Murther ; fo the was equal- 
ly impenetrable in that Part, which related to Af- 
fection: She ask'd me if ſhe had not been Careful, 
and Tender of me in my Lymg-Inn, as if I had 
been her own Child? I told her I own'd ſhe had. 
Well my Dear, ſays ſhe, and when you are gone, what 
are you to me ? and what would it be to me if you 
were to be Hang d? Do you think there are not 
Women. who as it is their Trade, and they get their 


Bread by it, value themſelves upon their being as 


careful of Children, as their own Mothers? Yes, 
yes, Child, ſays ſhe, fear it not, How were we Nurs d 
ourſelves? Are you ſure, you was Nurs'd up by 
your own Mother ? and yet you look fat, and fair 
Child, ſays the old Beldam, and with that ſhe 
ſtroak'd me over the Face; never be concern'd Child, 
ſays jhe, going on in her drolling way; I have no 
Murtherers about me, T employ the beſt Nurſes that 
can be had; as have as few Children miſcarry un- 
der their Hands, and there would, if they were all 
Nurs d by Mothers; we want neither Care nor 
Skill. 

SRE touch'd me to the Quick, when ſhe ask'd if 
I was ſure that I was nurs'd by my own Mother; cn 
the Con rary I was ſure T was not; and Itrembled, 
and look d Pale at the very Expreſlion; ſure, ſaid l, 
to my ſelf, this Creature cannot be a Witch, or have 


any Converſation with a Spirit that can inform her 


waat I was, before J was able to know it my felt ; 
and I look'd at her as if I had been frighted; but 
reflecting that it could not be poilible for her to 
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know any Thing about me, that went off, and I be. 
gan to be eaſy. but it was not preſently. 

SHE perceiv'd the Diſorder I was in, but did not 
know the Meaning of it; fo ſhe run on in her wild 
Talk upon the Weakneſs, of my ſuppoling that Chil- 
dren were murder'd, becauſe they were not all nurs'd 
by the Mother ; and to perſwade me that the Chil- 
dren ſhe diſpoſed of, were as well uſed as if the Mo- 
thers had the Nurſing of them themſelves. 

Ir may be true Mother, ſays I, fur onght I know, 
but my Doubts are very ſtrongly grounded; come 
then, ſays ſhe, lets hear ſome of them: Why firſt, 
ſays I, yon give a Piece of Money to theſe People to 
take the Child off the Parents Hands, and to take 
Care of itas long as it tives ; now we knew Mother, 
ſaid T, that thoſe are poor People, and their Gain 
confiſts in being quit of the Charge as ſoon as they 
can; how can I doubt but that, as it is beſt for them 
to have the Child die, they are not over Solicitous a- 
bout its Life. 

TH1s is 2 Il Vapours and Fancy, ſay /þe, I tell 
you their Credit depends upon the Child's Life, and 
they are 8s careful as any Mother of you all, 

O Mother, ſays IT, if I was but ſure my little Baby 
would be carefully look'd to, and have Juſtice done 
it, I ſhonld be happy; but it is impoilible I can be 
ſatisfy'd in that Point, unleſs I ſaw it, and to fee it 
would be Ruin and Deſtruction, as my Caſe now 
frands. ſo what to do 1 know not. 

A. fine Story ! ſays the Governeſs, yon would ſee 
the Child, and you wculd not fee the Child; you 
would be conceal'd and diſcover'd both together; 
theſe are things impojlible, my Dear, and ſo you 
muſt en do as other conſcientious Mothers have done 
before you; and be contented with things as they 
muſt be, tho' not as you wiſh them to be. 

I underſtood what the meant by conſcientious Mo- 
thers, ſhe would have ſaid conſcientious Whores; but 
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ſnhe was not willing to diſoblige me, for really in this 


Caſe I was not a Whore, becauſe legally Marry'd, 
the Force of my former Marriage excepted. 

How EVER let me be what I would, I was not come 
up to that pitch of Hardneſs, common to the Profeſſi- 
on; I mean to be unnatural, and regardleſs of the 
Safety of my Child, and I preſerv'd this honeſt Af- 
fection ſo long, that T was upon the Point of giving 
up my Friend at the Bank, who lay fo hard at me to 
come to him, and Marry him, that there was hard- 
ly any Room to deny him. 

AT laſt my old Governeſs came to me, with her 
uſual Aſſurance. Come my Dear, ſays be, I have 
found out a way, how ycu ſhall be at a Certainty, 
that your Child ſhall be uſed well, and yet the Peo- 
ple that take Care of it, ſhall never know you. 

O Mother, fay I, If you can do ſo, you will engage 
me to you for ever: Well, ſays ſhe, are you willing 
to beat ſome ſmall Annual Expence, more than what 
we uſually give to the People we contract with? Ay, 
ſays J. with all my Heart, provided I may be con- 
cealed , as to that, ſays ſhe, you ſhall be ſecure, For 
the Nurſe mall never dare to Enquire about you, and 
you ſhall once or twice a Year go with me and ſee 
your Child, and ſee how tis uſed, and be ſatisfy'd 
that it is in good Hands, no Body knowing who you 
are. 

Wu X, ſaid I, do you think, that when I come to 
fee my Child, I ſhall be able to conceal my being the 
Mother of it, do you think that poſſible? 

WELL, /ays fbe, if you diſcover it, the Nurſe ſhall 
be never the Wiſer : She ſhall be forbid to take any 
Notice; if ſhe offers it, ſhe ſhall loſe the Money, 
which you are to be ſuppos'd to give her, and the 
Child be taken from her too, 

I W as very. well pleas'd with this; ſo the next 
Week a Country Woman was brought from Hertford, 
or thereabouts, who was to take the Child off our 
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Hands entirely, for 10 J. in Money; but if I would 
allow 51. a Year more to her, ſhe would be oblig'd 
to bring theChild to my Governeſles Houſe as often 
as we deſir'd, or we ſhould come down and look at 

it, and ſee how well ſhe uſed it. | 
TRE Woman was very wholeſome-look'd likely 
Woman, a Cottager's Wife, but ſhe had very good 
Cloaths and Linnen, and every thing well about her, 
and with a heavy Heart and many a Tear, I let her 
have my Child: I had been down at Hertford and 
look'd at her, and at her Dwelling, which J lik'd well 
enough; and I promiſed her great Things if ſhe 
would be kind to the Child, ſo ſhe knew at firſt Word 
that I was the Child's Mother; but the ſeem'd to be 
ſo much out of the Way ; and to have no Room to 
enquire after me, that I thought 1 was ſafe enough, 
ſo in ſhort, I conſented to let her have the Child, and 
I gave her 1ol. that is to ſay I gave it to my Gover- 
neſs, who gave it the poor Woman before my Face, 
ſhe agreeing never to return the Child back to me, or 
to clame any Thing more for its Keeping, or Bring- 
ing up; only that I promiſed, if the took a great 
deal of Care of it, I would give her ſome thing 
more as often as I came to ſee it; fo that I was not 
bound to pay the 51. only that I promis'd my Go- 
verneſs I would do it : And thus my great Care was 
over, after a manner, which tho' it did not at all 
ſatisfy my Mind, yet was the moſt convenient for 
me, as my Affairs then ſtood, of any that could be 
thought off at that Time. | 

I Tue began to write to my Friend at the 

Bank, in a more kindly Style, and particularly 
about the Beginning of July I ſent him a Letter, that 
I purpos'd to be in Town ſometime in Auguſt; he 
return'd me an Anſwer in the moſt pajhonate Terms 
imaginable, and deſir d me to let him have timely 
Notice, and he would come and meet me two Days 
Journey: This puzzl'd me feurvily, and I did not 
| N 4 know 
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know what Anſwer to make to it; once I was ref6}- 
v'd to take the Stage Coach to Veſt Cheſter, on Pur- 
poſe only, fto have the Satisfaction of coming 
back, that he might ſee me really come in the ſame 
Coach; for I had a jealous Thought, tho' I had no 
Ground for it at all, leaſt he ſhould think I was not 
really in the Country. 

I endeavour'd to Reaſon my ſelf out of it, but it 
was in vain, the Impreſſion lay ſo ſtrong on my 
Mind, that it was not to be reſiſted ; at laſt it came 
as an Addition to my new Deſign of going into the 
Country, that it would be an excellent Blind to my 
old Governeſs, and would cover entirely all my other 
Affairs, for ſhe did not know in the leaſt, whether 
my new Lover liv'd in London, or, in Lancaſhire, 
and wien I told her my Reſolution, ſhe was fully 
perſwaded it was in Lancaſbi re. | 

HAVING taken my Meaſures for this Journey, I 
let her know it, and ſent the Maid that tended me 
from the Beginning, to take a Place for me in the 
Coach; the would have had me let the Maid have 
waited on me down to the laſt Stage, and come up 
again in the Waggon, but I convinc'd her it would 
not be convenient; when I went away the told me, 
ſhe would enter into no Meaſures for Correſpondence, 
for ſhe {aw evidently. that my Affection to my Child 
would cauſe me to write to her, and to Viſit her too, 
when I came to Town again; I aflur'd her it would, 
and fo took my Leave, well fatisfy'd, to have been 
freed from ſuch a Houſe, however, good my Accom- 
modations there had been. 

I took the Place in che Coach not to its full Extent, 
but to a Place call'd Store, in Cheſhire, where I not 
only had no manner of Buſineſs, but not the Icaſt 
Acquaintance with any Pei ſon in the Town: But I 
kacw that with Money in the Pocket one is at Home 
any where; fo I lodg'd there two or three Vays, til 
watching my Opportunity, I found Room in 1 
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Stage Coach, and took Paſſage back again for Lon- 
don, ſending a Letter to my Gentleman, that I 
ſhould be ſuch a certain Day at Stony-Stratford 
where the Coachman told me he was to Lodge. 

Ir happen'd to be a Chance Coach that I had ta- 
ken up, which having been hired on Purpoſe to car- 
ry ſome Gentlemen to Weſt-Chefter, who were going 
for Ireland, was now returning, and did not tye it 
ſelf up to exact Times or Places, as the Stages did, 

fo that having been oblgi'd to lye {till on Sunday, he 
had Time to get himſelf ready to come out, which 
otherwiſe he could not have done. 

His Warning was ſo ſhort, that he could not reach 
Stony-Stratford time enough to be with me at Night, 
but he met me at a Place call'd Brickill the next 
Morning, juſt as we were coming into the Town. 

I confeſs I was very glad to ſee him, for I thought 
my ſelf alittle diſappointed over Night: He pleas'd 
me doubly too by the Figure he came in, for he 


brought a very handſome (Gentleman's) Coach, and. 


four Horſes, with a Servant to attend him. 

H E took me out of the Stage Coach immediately, 
which ſtop'd at an Inn in Brickill, and putting into 
the ſame Inn, he ſet up his own Coach, and beſpoke 
his Dinner; I ask'd him what he meant by that, for 
I was for going forward with the Journey; he ſaid, 
no, I had need of a little Reſt upon the Road, and 
that was a very good fort of a Houſe, tho' it was but 
a little Town; ſo we would go no farther that Night, 
what ever came of it, 

I Dip not preſs him much, for ſince he had come 
lo far to meet me, and put himſelf to ſo much Ex- 
pence, it was but reaſonable I ſhould oblige him a 
little too, fo 1 was eaſy, as to that Point. 

AFTER Dinner we walk'd to ſec the Town, to lee 
the Church, and to view the Fields, and the Coun- 
try as is uſnal for Strangers to do, and our Landlord 
was our Guide in going to foot > + Lobſerv'd 
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my Gentleman enquir'd pretty much about the Par- 
fon, and I took the hint immediately, that he cer- 
tainly would propoſe to be married; and it follow'd 
preſently, that in ſhort, I would not refuſe him; 
for to be plain with my Circumſtances, I was in 
no condition now to ſay NO, I had no reaſon now 
to run any more ſuch hazards. 

Bur while theſe Thoughts run round in my Head, 
which was the work but of a few Moments, I ob- 
ſerv'd my Landlord took him aſide and whiſper'd 
to him, tho' not very ſoftly neither, for ſo much 
I over-heard, Sir, if you ſhall have occaſion 
the reſt I cou'd not hear, but it ſeems it was to this 
purpoſe, Sir, if you ſhall have occaſion for a Miniſter, 
I have a Friend alittle way off that will ſerve you, and be 
as private as you pleaſe, my Gentleman anſwer'd loud 
enough for me to hear, very well, I believe I ſhall. 

I Was no ſooner come back to the Inn, but he 
fell upon me with irreſiſtable Words, that ſince he 
had had the good Fortune to meet me, and every 
thing concurr'd, it wou'd be haſtening his Felicity 
3f I would put and end to the matter juſt there; 
what do you mean, ſays I, colouring a little, what 
in an Inn, and on the Road! Bleſs us all, ſaid I, how 
can you talk fo! OT can talk fo very well, ſays be, 
came on purpoſe to talk ſo, and III ſhow you that 
1 did, and with that he pulls out a great Bundle of 
Papers; you fright me ſaid I, what are all theſe ? 
don't be frighted, my Dear, ſaid he, and kiſs'd me, 
thts was the firft time that he had been ſo free to call me 
my Dear; then he repeated it, don't be frighted, 
yon ſhall ſee what it is all, then he laid them all a- 
broad; there was firſt the Deed or Sentence of Di- 
vorce from his Wife, and the full Evidence of her 
Playing the Whore , then there was the Certificates 
of the Miniſter and Church-wardens of the Pariſh 
where ſhe liv'd, proving that ſhe was buried, and 
intimating the manner of her Death; the Copy of 

in- 
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the Coroner's Warrant for a Jury to ſit upon! her, 
and the Verdict of the Jury, who brought it in Non 
Compos Mentis , all this was to give me Satisfaction, 
tho', by the way, I was not fo ſcrupulous, had he 
known all, but that I might have taken him with- 
out it: However, I look'd them all over as well as 
I cou'd, and told him, that this was all very clear 
indeed, but that he need not have brought them out 
with him, for it was time enough: Well, be ſaid, it 
might be time enough for me, but no time but the 
preſent time was time enough for him, 


THERE were other Papers roll'd up, and I ask'd 


him what they were? Why, Ay, ſays be, that's the 
Queſtion I wanted to have you ask me; ſo he takes 
out a little Chagreen Caſe, and gives me out of it a 
very fine Diamond Ring; I could not refuſe it, if 
I had a mind to do fo, for he put it upon my Finger; 
ſo I only made him a Curtſy, then he takes out a- 
nother Ring, and this, ſays he, is for another Occa- 
ſion, and puts that into his Pocket: Well, but let 
me ſee it tho, ſays I, and ſmil'd, I gueſs what it is, 
I think you are Mad: I ſhould have been Mad if I 
had done leſs, ſays be, and ſtill he did not ſhow it 
me, and I had a great mind to ſee it; fo I ſays, well 
but let me ſee it; hold, ſays be, firſt look here, then 
he took up the Roll again, and read it, and behold! 
it was a Licenſe for us to be married: Why, ſays J. 
are you Diſtracted? you were fully ſatisfy'd ſure 
that I would yield at firſt Word, or refolv'd to take 
no denial z the laſt is certainly the Caſe, ſaid he; 
but you may be miſtaken, /a:d J; no, no, ſays be, 
I muſt not be denied, I can't be denied, and with 
that he fell to Kiſſing me ſo violently, I could not 
get rid of him. 

TRE H E was a Bed in the Room, and we 
were walking too and again, eager in the Dit- 
courſe, at laſt, he takes me by ſurpriz2 in his 
Arms, and threw me on the Bed and himſelf with 
me, and holding me ſtill faſt in his Arms, ine; 
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out the leaſt offer of any Undecency, Cotrted 
me to Conſent with ſuch repeated Entreaties and 
Arguments; proteſting his Affection and vowing he 
would not let me go, till I had promiſed him, that 
at laſt I ſaid, why you reſolve not to be deny'd in- 
deed, I think : No, no, ſays he, J muſt not be deny'd, 
I won't be deny'd, I can't be deny'd: Well, well, 
ſaid I, and giving him a flight Kiſs, then you ſhan't 
be deny'd, let me get up. 

He was fo Tranſported with my Conſent, and the 
kind manner of it, that I began to think Once, he 
took it for a Marriage, and would not ftay for the 
Form; but I wrong'd him, for he took me by the 
Hand, pull'd me up again, and then giving me two 
or three Kiſſes, thank d me for my kind yielding to 
him; and was fo overcome with the Satsi faction of 
It, that I ſaw Tears ſtand 1n his Eyes, 

I Tux x'p from him, for it fill'd my Eyes with 
Tears too; and ask'd him leave to retire a little 
to my Chamber: If I had a Grain of true Re- 
pentance for an abominable Life of 24 Years paſt, 
it was then. O! what a felicity is it to Mankind, 
faid I, to myſolf, that they cannot ſee into the Hearts 
of one another! How happy had it been, if I had 
been Wife to a Man of fo much Honeſty, and {6 
much Affection from the Beginning 2 

THEN it occurrd to me what an abominable 
Creature am I ! and how is this innocent Gentleman 
going to be abns'd by me! How little does he think, 
that having Divorc'd a Whore, he is throwing hint- 
ſelf into the Arms of another! that he is going to 


Marry one that has lain with two Brothers, and bas 


had three Children by her own Brother! one that was 
burn in Newgate, whoſe Mother was a Whore, and is 
now a tranſported Thief; one that has lain with 
thirteen Men, and has had a Child ſince he ſaw me! 
poor Gentleman! ſaid I, What he is going to do? Aﬀ- 
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ter this reproaching myſelf was over, it followed 
thus: Well, if I muſt be his Wife, if it pleaſe God to 
give me Grace, T1 be a true Wife to him, and love 
him ſnitably to the ſtrange Exceſs of his Paſſion for 
me z I will make him amends, by what he ſhall ſee, 
for the Abuſes I put upon him, which he does not ſee. 

HE was impatient for my coming out of my 
Chamber, but finding me long, he went down Stairs, 
and talk'd with my Landlord about the Parſon. 

Mx Landlord, an Officious, tho' well-meaning 
Fellow, had ſent away for the Clergy Man ; and 
when my Gentleman began to ſpeak to ham, of 
lending for him, Sir, ſays he to him, my Friend is 
in the Houſe; ſo without any more words he brought 
them together: When he came to the Miniſter, he 
ask'd him if he would venture to marry a couple of 
Strangers that were both willing? The Parſon ſaid 
that Mr. had ſaid ſomething to him of it; 
that he hop'd it was no Clandeſtine Buſineſs; that 
he ſeem'd to be a grave Gentleman, and he ſuppos'd 
Madam was not a Girl, fo that the conſent of Friends 
ſhould be wanted; to put you out of doubt of that, 
ſays my Gentleman, read this Paper, and out he 
pulls the Licenſe ; I am ſatisfy'd, ſays the Mini- 
iter, where is the Lady? you ſhall ſce her preſent- 
ly, ſays my Gentleman. 

WHE N he had ſaid thns, he comes up Stairs, and 
I was by that time come out of my Rcom, ſo he 
tells me the Miniſter was below, and that upon ſhows 
ing him the Licenſe, he was free to marry us with 
all his Heart, but he asks to ſee you, ſo he ask'd if I 
would let him come up. 

"Frs time enough, ſaid I, in the Morning, is it 
not? Why, faid he, my Dear, he ſeem'd to ſcruple 
whether it was not ſome young Girl ſtolen from her 
Parents, and I aflur'd him we were both of Age to 
command our own Conſent ; and that made him ask 
to ſee you; well, ſaid I, do as you pleaſe; 5 up 
they 


105) 
they brings the Parſon, and a merry good ſort of 
Gentleman he was; he had been told, it ſeems, that 
we had met there by accident, that T came in a 
Cheſter Coach, and my Gentleman in his own Coach 
to meet me ; that we were to have met laſt Night at 
Stony-Stratford, but that he could not reach fo far : 
Well, Sir, ſays the Parſon, every ill turn has ſome 
good in it; the Diſappointment, Sir, ſays be to 
my Gentleman, was yours, and the good Turn 1s mine, 
for if you had met at Stony Stratford I had not had 
the Honour to Marry you: LANDLORD have you a 
Common-Prayer Book. +» { 

I ſtarted as if I had been frighted, Sir, ſays I, 
what do you mean, what to marry in an Inn, and 
at Night too! Madam, ſays the Miniſter, if you 
will have it be in the Church you ſhall ; but I aſſure 
you your Marriage will be as firm here as in the 
Church, we are not tyed by the Canons to Marry 
no where but in the Church; and as for the time of 
Day, it does not at all weigh in this Caſe, our Princes 
are married in their Chambers, and at Eight or Ten 
a Clock at Night, 

-I Was a great while before I could be perſwad- 
ed; and pretended not to be willing at all to be mar- 
ried but in the Church; but it was all Grimace ; ſo 
I ſeem'd at laſt to be prevail'd on, and my Landlord, 
and his Wife, and Daughter, were call'd up : My 
Landlord was Father and Clark and all together, 
and we were married, and very Merry we were; 
tho? I confeſs the ſelf-reproaches which I had upon 
me before, lay cloſe to me, and extorted every now 
and then a deep ſigh from me, which my Bridegroom 
took notice of, and endeavour'd to encourage me, 
thinking, poor Man, that I had ſome little heſitati- 
ons at the Step I had taken ſo haſtily. 

WE enjoy d our ſelves that Evening compleatly, 
and yet all was kept ſo private in the Inn, that not 
a Servant in the Houſe knew of it, for my — 
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and her Daughter waited on me, and would not let 
any of the Maids come up Stairs. My Landlady's 
Daughter I call'd my Bride-Maid; and ſending for 
a Shopkeeper the next Morning, I gave the young 
Woman a good Suit of Knots, as good as the Town 
would afford, and finding it was a Lacemaking Town, 

I gave her Mother a Piece of Bone-lace for a Head, 
ONE Reaſon that my Landlord was fo cloſe was, 
that he was unwilling the Miniſter of the Pariſh 
ſhould hear of it; but for all that ſomebody heard 
of it, ſo as that we had the Bells ſet a Ringing the * 
next Morning early, and the Muſick, ſuch as the 
Town would afford, under ovr Window; but my Land- 
lord brazen'd it out, that we were marry'd before we 
came thither, only that being his former Gueſs, we 
would have our Wedding Supper at his Houſe. 
WE could not find in our Hearts to ſtir the next 
Day; for in {hort having been diſturb'd by the Bells 
in the Morning, and having perhaps not ſlept over 
much before, we were ſo ſleepy afterwards that we 
lay in Bed till almoſt Twelve a Clock. | 
I Brd'p my Landlady, that we might have np 
more Muſick in the Town, nor ringing of Bells, a 
ſhe manag'd it ſo well that we were very quiet: Bu 
an odd Paſſage interrupted all my Mirth for a good 
while; the great Room of the Houſe look'd into the 
Street, and I had walk'd to the End of the Room, - 
and it being a pleaſant warm Day, I had open'd the 
Window, and was ſtanding at it for ſome Air, when 
I ſaw three Gentlemen ride by, and go into an Inn 
juſt againſt ue. 
IT was not to be conceal'd, nor did it leave me 
any Room to queſtion it, but the ſecond of the three, 
was my Lancaſhire Husband: I was frighted toDeath, 
I never was in ſuch a Conſternation in my Life, I 
thought I ſhould have ſunk into the Ground, m 
Blood run chill in my Veins, and I trembl'd as if 1 
had been in a cold fit of an Ague : I ſay, there was 
no 


ig 
no room to queſtion the Truth of it, I knew his 
Cloaths, I knew his Horſe, and I knew his Face. 

Tas firſt Reflection I made was, that my Husband 
Wh was not by to ſee my Diſorder, and that I was very 
Wn. gladof: The Gentlemen had not been long in the 

ql Houſe but they came to the Window cf their Room, 
as is uſual; but my Window was hut you may be 
ure: However, I could not keep from peeping at 
J | them, and there I ſaw him again, heard him call to 
Fl one of the Servants for ſomething he wanted, and re- 
| ceiv'd all the terrifying Confirmations of its being 
the ſame Pefſon, that were poſſible to be had. 

M y next concern was to know, what was his 
Buſineſs there; but that was impoſſible; ſometimes 
my Imagination form'd an Idea of one frightful 
thing, eres of another; ſometimes I thought 


he had diſcover d me, and was come to upbraid me 
With Ingmatitude and Breach of Honour, then I fan- 
cied he was coming up Stairs to inſult me; and 
innumerable Thoughts came into my Head, of what 
was never in his Head, nor ever could be, unleſs 
e Devil had reveal'd it to him. | 
remain'd in the Fright near two Hours, and 
rce ever kept my Eye from the Window or Door 
f the Inn, where they were : At laſt hearing a great 
Clutter in the Paſſage of their Inn, I run to the Win- 
dow, and, to my great Satisfaction, I ſaw them all 
three go out again and travel on Weſtward ; had 
they gone towards London, I ſhould have been ſtill 
in a Fright, leaſt I ſhould meet him again, and that 
he ſhould know me; but he went the contrary way, 
and fo I was eas'd of that Diſorder. 

WE reſolv'd to be going the next Day, but about 
1x a Clock at Night we were alarm'd with a great 
Uproar in the Street, and People riding as if they 

had been out of their Wits, and what was it but a 
Hue and Cry after three Highway Men, that had 
rob'd two Coaches, and ſome Travellers near Dun 
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ſtable Hill, and notice had, it ſeems, been given, that 
they had been ſeen at Brickill at ſuch a Houſe, 


meaning the Houſe where thoſe Gentlemen had 
been. 


TRE Houſe was immediately beſet and ſearch'd, 


but there were witneſſes enough that the Gentle- 
men had been gone above three Hours; the Crowd 
having gathered about, we had the News preſently , 
and I was heartily concern'd now another way: I 


preſently told the People of the Houſe, that I durſt 
ſay thoſe werehoneſt Perſons, for that I knew one of 


the Gentlemen to be a very honeſt Perſon, and of a 
good Eſtate in Lancaſhire, 
THe Conſtable, who came with the Hue and 
Cry, was immediately inform'd of this, and came 
over to me to be ſatisfy'd from my own Mouth, 
and I aſſur'd him that I ſaw the three Gentlemen 
as I was at the Window, that I ſaw them afterwards 
at the Windows of the Room they din'd in; that I 
ſaw them take Horſe, and I would aſſure him I 
knew one of them to be ſuch a Man, that he was a 
Gentleman of a very good Eſtate, and an undoubt> 
ed Character in Lancaſhire, from whence I was juſt 
now upon my Journey. 
THe aſſurance with which I deliver'd this, gave 
the Mob Gentry a Check, and gave the Conſtable 
ſuch Satisfaction, that he immediately ſounded 3 
Retreat, told his People theſe were not the Men, 
but that he had an account they were very honeſt 
Gentlemen, and ſo they went all back again; what 
the Truth of the matter was I knew not, but cer- 
tain it was that the Coaches were rob'd at Dunſta- 
ble Hill, and 56 l. in Money taken, beſides ſome 
of the Lace Merchants that always Travel that 
way had been viſited too, as to the three Gentlemen, 
that Fe remains to be explain'd hereafter, : 
WELL, this Allarm ſtop'd us another Day, tho 


my Spouſe told me it was always ſafeſt Travelling 
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after a Robbery, for that the Thieves were ſure to 
be gone far enough off when they had allarm'd 
the Country; but I was uneaſy, and indeed 
principally leaſt my old Acquaintance ſhould be 
upon the Road ſtill, and ſhould chance to ſee me. 


I Neves liv'd four pleaſanter Days together in 


my life, I was a meer Bride all this while, and my 
new Spouſe ſtrove to make me eaſie in every thing: 
O could this State of Life have continu'd! how had 
all my paſt Troubles been forgot, and my future 
Sorrows been avoided ? but I had a paſt life of a 
moſt wretched kind to account for, ſome of it in 
this World as well as in another. 

WE came away the fifth Day; and my Landlord, 
becaufe he ſaw me uneaſte, mounted himſelf, his 
Son and three honeſt Country Fellows with good 
Fire- Arms, and, without telling ns of it, follow'd 
the Coach, and would ſee us ſafe into Danftable , we 
could do no leſs than treat them very handſomely 
at Dunſtable, which Coſt my Spouſe about Ten or 
Twelve Shillings, and ſomething he gave the Men 


for their Time too, but my Landlord would take 


nothing for himſelf, | 

THIS was the moſt happy Contrivance for me 
that could have fallen out, for had I come to Lon- 
don nnmarried, I muſt either have come to him 
for the firſt Night's Entertainment, or have diſco- 


vered to him that I had not one Acquaintance in 


the whole City of London, that could receive a poor 
Bride for the firſt Night's Lodging with her Spuule: 
But now I made no ſcruple of going directly home 
with him, and there I took Poſſèeſlion at once of a 
Houſe well Furniſhed, and a Husband in very 
good Circumſtances, ſo that I had a proſpect of a 
very happy Life, if I knew how to manage it; and 


I had leiſure to conſider of the real Value of the 


Life I was likely to live; how different it was to be 
from the looſe part I had acted before, and how much 
happact 
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happier a Life of Virtue and Sobriety is, than that 


which we call a Life of Pleaſure. 

O Hav this particular Scene of Life laſted, or 
had I learnt from that time I enjoy'd it, to have 
taſted the true ſweetneſs of it, and had I not fallen 
into that Poverty which is the ſure Bane of Virtue, 
how happy had I been, not only here, but perhaps 
for ever? for while I liv'd thus, I was really a Pe- 


nitent for all my Life paſs d, I look d back on it 


with Abhorrence, and might truly be ſaid to hate 
my ſelf for it; I often reflected how my Lover at 
the Bath, ſtrook by the Hand of God, repented 
and abandon'd me, and refus'd to fee me any more, 
tho' he lov'd me to an extreme; but I, prompted 
by that worſt of Devils, Poverty, return'd to the 
vile Practice, and made the Advantage of what 
they call a handſome Face, be the Relief to my 
Neceſſities, and Beauty be a Pimp to Vice. 

Now I ſeem'd landed in a ſafe Harbour, after 
the Stormy Voyage of Life paſt was at an end, and 
I began to be thankful for my Deliverance ; I fat 
many an Hour by my ſelf, and wept over the Re- 
membrance of paſt Follies, and the dreadful Ex- 
travagances of a wicked Life, and ſometimes I 
flatter'd my ſelf that I had ſincerely repented. 

Bur there are Temptations which it is not in the 
Power of Human Nature to reſiſt, and few know 
what would be their Caſe, if driven to the ſame Ex1- 
gences : As Covetouſneſs is the Root of all Evil, ſo 
Poverty is, the worſt of all Snares: But I wave that 
Diſcourſe till I come to the Experiment. | 

I Liv'D with this Husband in the utmoſt Tran- 
quility ; he was a Quiet, Senſible, Sober Man, Vir- 
tuous, Modeſt, Sincere, and in his Buſineſs Dili- 
gent and Juſt : His Buſineſs was in a narrow Com- 
paſs, and his Income ſufficient to a plentiful way of 
Living in the ordinary way; I do not lay to keep 
an Equipage, and make a Figure as the World calls 
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it, nor did I expect it, or deſire it; for as I abhor- 


red the Levity and Extravagance of my former Life, 


ſo I choſe now to live retir'd, frugal, and within 
ourſelves; I kept no Company, made no Viſits , 
minded my Family, and oblig'd my Husband; and 
this kind of Life became a Pleafure to me. 

W x liv'd in an uninterrupted courſe of Eaſe and 
Content for five Years, when a ſudden Blow from 
an almoſt inviſible Hand, blaſted all my happineſs, 
and turn'd me out into the World in a Condition 
the reverſe of all that had been before it. 

M Husband having truſted one of his Fellow 
Clacks with a Sum of Money, too much for our 
Fortunes to bear the Loſs of, the Clark fail'd, and 
the Loſs fell very heavy on my Husband, yet it was 
not ſo great, but that if he had had Courage to have 
look'd his Misfortunes in the Face, his Credit was 
ſo good, that 2s T told him, he would eaſily 
recover it; for to fink under Trouble is to double 
the Weight, and he that will Die in it, ſhall Die 
in it. | 

IT was in vain to ſpeak comfortably to him, the 
Wound had ſunk too deep, it was a Stab that touch d 
the Vitals, he grew Melancholy and Diſconſolate, 
and from thence Lethargick, and died; I foreſaw 
the Blow, and was extremely oppreſs'd in my Mind, 
for I ſaw evidently that if he died I was undone. 

IHA p had two Children by him and no more, 
for it began to be time for me to leave bearing 
Children, for I was now Eight and Forty, and I 
ſuppoſe 1f he had liv'd I ihould have had no more. 

I Was now left in a diſmal and diſconſolate 
Caſe indeed, and in ſeveral things worſe than ever: 
Firſt it was paſt the flouriſning time with me when 


I might expect to be courted tor a Miſtreſs , that a- 


greeable part had declin'd ſome time, and the Ruins 
only appear d of what had been; and that which 


was worſe than all was this, that I was the moſt de- 


jected, diſconſolate Creature alive; I that had encou- 
7 
rag'd 
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rag'd my Husband, and endeavour'd to ſupport his 
Spirits under his Trouble could not ſupport my own z 
I wanted that Spirit in trouble which 1 told him 
was ſo neceſſary for bearing the burthen. 

B T my Caſe was indeed Deplorable, for T was 
left perfectly Friendleſs and Helpleſs, and the Loſs 
my Husband had ſubſtain'd had reduc'd his Cirenm- 
ſtances ſo low, that tho* indeed I was not in Debt, 
yet I could eaſily foreſee that what was left would 
not ſupport me long; that it waſted daily for Sub- 
ſiſtence, fo that it would be ſoon all were and 
then I ſaw nothing before me but the utmoſt Di- 
ſtreſs, and this repreſented it ſelf ſo lively to my 
Thoughts, that it ſeem'd as if it was come, before 
it was really very near; alſo my very Apprehen- 
ſions doubl'd the Miſery, for I fancied every Six- 
pence that I paid for a Loaf of Bread, was the laſt 
I had in the World, and that To-morrow I was to 
faſt, and be ſtarv'd to Death. 

IN this Diſtreſs I had no Aſſiſtant, no Friend to 
comfort or adviſe me, I ſat and cried and tormented 
myſelf Night and Day; wringing my Hands, and 
ſometimes raving like a diſtracted Woman; and 
indeed I have often wonder'd it had not affected my 
Reaſon, for I had the Vapours to ſuch a degree, that 
my Underſtanding was ſometimes quite loſt in 
Fancies and Imaginations. 

I Liv'd two Years in this diſmal Condition, 
waſting that little I had, weeping continually over 
my diſmal Circumſtances, and as it were only 
bleeding to Death, without the leaſt hope or pro- 
ſpe& of help; and now I had cried ſo long, and 
ſo often, that Tears were exhauſted, and I began 
to be Deſperate, for 1 grew poor a Pace. 

For a little Relief J had put off my Houſe and 
took Lodgings, and as I was reducing my Living {o, 
I fold off moſt of my Goods, Which put a little 
Money in my Pocket, and I liv'd near a Year up- 
on that, ſpending very ſparingly, and eckingthings 
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out to the utmoſt ; but ſtill when I look'd before 
me, my Heart would ſink within me at the inevi- 
able approach of Miſery and Want: O let none 
read this part without ſeriouſly reflecting on the 
Circumſtances of a deſolate State, and how they 
would grapple with want of Friends and want of 
Bread; it will certainly make them think not of 
ſparing what they have only, but of looking up to 
Heaven for ſupport, and of the wife Man's Prayer, 
Give me not Poverty leaſt I ſteal. 

Le T em remember that a time of Diſtreſs, is a 
time of dreadful Temptation, and all the Strength 
to reſiſt is taken away; Poverty preſſes, the Soul 


is made Deſparate by Diſtreſs, and what can be 


done ? It was one Evening, when being brought, 
as I may ſay, to the laſt Gaſp, I think I may truly 
ſay I was Diſtracted and Raving, when prompted 
by I know not what Spirit, and as it were, doing I 
did not know what, or why; I dreſs'd me, for I had 
ſtill pretty good Cloaths, and went out: I am very 
fure I nad no manner of Deſign in my Head, when 
I went out, I neither knew or conſidered where to 
go, or on What Buſineſs , but as the Devil carried 
me out and laid his Bait for me, ſo he brought me 
to be ſure to the place, for I knew not whether I 
was going or what I did. 
WANDRING thus about I knew not whether, I 
paſs'd by an Apothecary's Shop in Leadenball. ſtreet, 
where I ſaw lye on a Stool juſt before the Compter 
a little Bundle wrapt in a white Cloth, beyond it, 
ſtood a Maid Servant with her Back to it, look- 
ing up towards the top of the Shop, where 
the A pothecary's Apprentice, as I ſuppoſe, was 
{ſtanding up on the Compter, with his Back alſo to 
the Door, and a Candle in his Hand, looking and 
reaching up to the upper Shelf for ſomerhing 
he wanted, fo that both were engag'd, and no Bo- 
dy elſe in the Shop. 
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Tuts was the Bait; and the Devil who laid the 


Snare, prompted me, as if he had ſpoke, for I re- 


member, and ſhall never forget it, twas like a 
Voice ſpoken over my Shoulder, take the Bundle; 
be quick; do it this Moment; it was no ſooner 
faid but TI ſtep'd into the Shop, and with my Back 


to the Wench, as if I had ſtood up for a Cart that 


was going by, I put my Hand behind me and took 


the Bundle, and went off with it, the Maid or Fel- 


low not perceiving me, or any one elſe. 

Ir is impoſſible to expreſs the Horror of my 
Soul all the while I did it, When TI went way Thad 
no Heart to run, or ſcarce to mend my pace; I 
croſs'd the Street indeed, and went down the firſt 
turning I came to, and I think it was a Street that 
went thro” into Fenchurch-ſtreet, from thence I croſ- 
ſed and turn'd thro' ſo many ways and turnings, 
that I could never tell which way it was, nor where 
[ went, I felt not the Ground I ſtept on, and the 
farther I was out of Danger, the faſter I went, till 
tyr'd and out of: Breath, I was forc'd to fit down 
on a little Bench at à Door, and then found I was 
got into Thames-ſtreet near Billing ſgate : T reſted me 
a little and went on, my Blood was all in a Fire, 
my Heart beat as if I was in a ſudden Fright: In 
ſhort, I was under ſuch a Surprize that I knew not 
whether I was a going, or what to do. 

AFTER I had tyr'd my ſelf thus with walking a 
long way about, and fo eagerly, I began to conſi- 
der and make home to my Lodging, where I came 
about Nine a Clock at Night. __ 

WHrarT the Bundle was made up for, or on what 
Occaſion laid where I found it, I knew not, but 
when I came to open it, I found there was a Suit of 
Child-bed Linnen in it, very good and almoſt new, 
the Lace very fine; there was a Silver Porringer of 
a Pint, a ſmall Silver Mug and Six Spoons, with 
ſome other Linney, a good Smock, and Three Silk 
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Handkerchiefs, and in the Mug in a Paper Eighteen 
Shillings and Six-pence in Money. 

ALL the while T was opening theſe things I was 
under fuch dreadful Impreſſions of Fear, and in 
ſuch Terror of Mind, tho' I was perfectly ſafe, 
that I cannot expreſs the manner of it; I ſat me 
down and cried moſt vehemently, Lord, ſaid I, 
what am I now? a Thief! why I ſhall be taken 
next time and be carried to Newgate and be Try'd 
for my Life! and with that I cry'd again a long 
time, and I am ſure, as poor as I was, if I had 
durſt for fear, I wonld certainly have carried 
the Things back again; but that went off after a 
while : Well, I went to Bed for that Night, but 
ſlept little, the Horror of the Fa& was upon my 
Mind, and, I knew not what I ſaid or did all Night, 
and all the next Day : Then I was impatient to 
hear ſome News of the Lofs ; and would fain know 
how it was, whether they were a Poor Bodies Goods, 
or a Rich; perhaps, ſaid J, it may be ſome poor 
Widow like me, that had pack'd up thefe Goods to 
go and ſell them for a little Bread for herſelf and 
a poor Child, and are now ftarving and break- 
ing their Hearts, for want of that little they would 
have fetch'd, and this Thought tormented me worſe 
than all tlie reft, for three or four Days. 

BU r my own Diſtreſſes ſilenc'd all thefe Re- 

ections, and the proſpect of my own Starving, 
wich grew every Day more frightful to me, har- 
den'd my Heart by degrees; it was then particu- 
larty heavy upon my Mind, that J had been re- 
form d, and had, as I hop'd, repented of all my 
paſs' d wickedneſſes; that I had liv'd a ſober, grave, 
retir'd Life for ſeveral Years, but now I ſhould be 
driven by the dreadful Neceſſity of my Circum- 
ſtances to the Gates of Deſtruction, Soul and Body; 
ang two or three times I fell upon my Knees, pray- 
ing to God, as well as I could, for Deliverance , 
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but I cannot but ſay, my Prayers had no hope in 
them; I knew not what to A it was all Fear 
without, and Dark within; and I reflected on my 
paſs d Life as not repented of, that Heaven was 
now beginning to puniſh me, and would make me 
as miſerable as I had been wicked. 

Hap I gone on here I had periaps been a true 
Penitent; but I had an evil Counſellor within, 
and he was continually prompting me to relieve 
my ſelf by the worſt means; ſo one Evening he 
tempted me again by the {ame wicked Impulſe that 
had ſaid, take that Bundle, to go out again and ſeek 
for what might happen. | | 

I WENT out now by Day-light, and wandred 
about I knew not whether, and in ſearch of I knew 
not what, when the Devil put a Snare in my way 
of a dreadful Nature indeed, and ſuch a one as I 
have never had before or ſince ; going thro' Al- 
der ſgate-ſtreet, there was a pretty little Child had 
been at a Dancing-School, and was a going home 
all alone, and my Prompter, like a true Devil, 
ſet me upon this innocent Cieature; I talk'd to 
it, and it prattl'd to me again, and I took it by the 
Hand and led it a long till I came to a pav'd Alley 
that goes into Bartholomew - Cloſe, and I led it in 
there; the Child ſaid that was not its way home; 
I faid, yes, my Dear it is, I'll ſhow you the way 
home; the Child had a little Necklace on of Gold 
Beads, and I had my Eye upon that, and in the 
dark of the Alley I ſtoop'd, pretending to mend 
the Child's Clog that was looſe, and took off her 
Necklace and the Child never felt it, and fo led 
the Child on again: Here, I ſay, the Devil put me 
upon killing the Child in the dark Alley, that it 
might not Cry, but the very thought frighted me 
ſo that I was ready to drop down, but I turn'd the 
Child about and bad it go back again, for that was 
not its way home; the Child ſaid fo ſhe would, and 


I went thro? into Bartbolomew-Cloſe, and then turn'd 
; round 


mr 


a &. Sa 
. 2 
— 
by * 
— 
« 


. 2 
2 2 
een 


W 


* 44 
ee eee — — 


PIN. 
* ＋ 2 1 * 
Sn 


* 
s - r 
* 


mr 


6 — 
„„ „„er ——— 
— — 


* I 
3 
3 D 2 
1 
png" 


4 L 
— 8 n — 
| 4 7 * 
as me. 4 OA Bs 


( 202 ) 


round to another Paſſage that goes into Long: lane, 
ſo away in Charterhouſe-Tayd, and out into St, 
Fobn's-ftreet, then croſſing iuto Smithfield, went down 
Chick lane, and into Field lane to Holbouru- bridge, 
when mixing with the Crowd of People uſually paſ- 
ſing there, it was not poſſible to have been found out; 
and thus I made my ſecond Sally into the World. 

TRE thoughts of this 17 80 7 put out all the 
thoughts of the firſt, and the Reflections I had made 
wore quickly off; Poverty, harden'd my Heart, 
and my own Neceſſities made me regardleſs of any 
thing: The lat Affair left no great Concern upon 
me, for as I did the poor Child no harm, I only 
thought, I had given the Parents a juſt Reproof for 
their Negligence, in leaving the poor Lamb to come 
home by it ſelf, and it would teach them to take 
more Care another time. | 

THr1s String of Beads was worth about Twelve 
or Fourteen Pounds, I ſuppoſe it might have been 
formerly the Mother's, for it was too big for the 
Child's wear, but that, perhaps, the Vanity of the 
Mother to have her Child look Fine at the Dancing 
School, had made her let the Child wear it, and no 
doubt the Child had a Maid ſent to take care of it, 
but ſhe, like a careleſs Jade, was taken up perhaps 
with ſome Fellow that had met her, and ſo the poor 
Baby wandred till it fell into my Hands. 

HowEvex, Idid the Child no harm, I did not 
ſo much as fright it, for I had a great many ten- 
der Thoughts about me yet, and did nothing but 
what, as I may ſay, meer Neceſſity drove me to. 

I Hap a great many Adventures after this, but 
I was young in the Buſineſs, and did not know how 
to manage, otherwiſe than as the Devil put things 
into my Head ; aud indeed he was ſeldom back- 
ward to me: One Adventure I had which was very 
lucky to me; I was going thro* Lombard ſtreet in 
the dusk of the Evening, juſt by the end of Three 
King Conrt, when on a ſudden comes a Fellow run- 

ning 
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ning by me as ſwift as Lightning, and throws a 
Bundle that was in his Hand juſt behind me, as I 
ſtood up againſt the corner of the Houſe at the 
turning into the Alley; juſt as he threw it in, he 
ſaid, God bleſs you Miſtreſs let it lie there a little, 
and away he runs: After him comes two more, and 
immediately a young Fellow without his Hat, cry- 
ing ſtop Thief, they perſued the two laſt Fellows 
ſo cloſe, that they were forc'd to drop what they 
had got, and one of them was taken into the bar- 
gain, the other got off free. I 

I SToop ſtock ſtill all this while till they came 
back, dragging the poor Fellow they had taken, 
and lugging the Things they had found, extremely 
well ſatisfied that they had recovered the Booty, 
and taken the Thief; and thus they paſs'd by me, 
for I look'd only like one who ſtood up while the 
Crowd was gone. | 

ONCE or twice I ask'd what was the matter, but 
the People neglected anſwering me, and I was not 
very importunate; but after the Crowd was whol- 
ly paſs'd, I took my opportunity to turn about and 
take up what. was behind me and walk away : This 
indeed I did with leſs Diſturbance than I had done 
formerly, for theſe things I did not ſteal, but they 
were ſtolen to my Hand : I got ſafe to my Lodg- 
ings with this Cargo, which was a Peice of fine 
black Luſtring Sik. and a Peice of Velvet 
the latter was but part of a Peice of about a 11 
Yards, the former was a whole Peice of near 50 
Yards'; it ſeems it was a Mercer's Shop that they had 
rifl'd; I ſay, rifled, becauſe the Goods were fo con- 
ſiderable that they had Loſt ; for the Goods that they 
Recover'd were pretty many, and I believe came 
to about ſix or ſeven ſeveral Peices of Silk : How 
they came to get ſo many I could not tell; but as 
had only robb'd the Thief, I made no ſcruple at 
taking theſe Goods, and being very glad of them _ 


* 
* — 2 — 
8 2 — 82 — 4 _ 
J 1 1 wh a 7 2 
D ** * fa = 2 2 ö ELF Pe IX La — 1 - 
We 3-2 4 « A — <4 I * 05 — 2 
wo = - 2 


— 
R er 
—— "TD — - . * 
F ͤ — 
4 tt BRor_ 


Pr e 5 


N . 


f 
2 
Ri 
ij 
| 
1 
| 
[i 
j 
| 
ll 
4 
4 
bh 
4 
| 


( 204 ) 

I Hap pretty good Luck thus far, and I made 
ſeveral Adventures more, tho' with but ſmall Pur- 
chaſe, yet with good Succeſs, but I went in daily 
dread that ſome miſchief would befal me, and that 
J ſhould certainly come to be hang'd at laſt : The 
Impreſſion this made on me was too ſtrong to be 
lighted, and it kept me from making attempts, that 
for ovght I knew might have been very ſafely 
perform'd ; but one thing I cannot. omit, which 
was a Bait to me many a Day. I walk'd frequent- 
hz out into the Villages round the Town to ſee if 
nothing would fall in my Way there; and going by 
a Houſe near Stepney, I ſaw on the Window- 
board two Rings, one a {mall Diamond Ring, and 
the other a plain Gold Ring, to be ſure laid there 


by ſome thoughtleſs Lady, that had more Money 


than Forecaſt, perhaps only till ſhe waſli'd her 
Hands. | 

I WaLlx'D ſeveral times by the Window to ob- 
ſerve if I could ſee whether there was any Body in 
the Room or no, and I could fee no Body, but ſtill 
E was not ſure z it came preſently into my Thoughts 
to rap at the Glaſs, as if I wanted to ſpeak with 
ſome Body, and if any Body was there they would 
be ſure to come to the Window, and then I would 
tell them to remove thoſe Rings, for that I Had 
feen two ſuſpicions Fellows take notice of them : 
This was a ready Thought, I rapt once or twice and 
no Body came, waen I thruſt hard againſt the Square 
of Glaſs, and broke it with little Noiſe, and took 
out the two Rings, and walk'd away. the Diamond 

Ring was worth about 3T. and the other about 95. 
I Was now at a loſs for a Market for my Goods, 
and eſpecially for my two Peices of Silk, I was 
very loth to diſpoſe of them for a Trifle ; as the 
poor unhappy Thieves in general do, who after they 
have ventur'd their Lives for, perhaps a thing 
of Value, are ferc'd to ſell it for a Song when they 
have 
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have done; but T was refolv'd I would not do thus 
whatever Shift I made; however, I did not well 
know what Courſe to take: At laſt I reſolv'd 
to go to my old Governeſs, and acquaint my 
ſelf with her again: I had punctually ſupply'd 
the 51. a Year to her for my little Boy as long I 
was able; but at laſt was oblig'd to put a ſtop 
to it : However, I had written a Letter to her, 
wherein I had told her that my Circumſtances were 
reduc'd ; that I had loſt my Husband, and that I 
was not able to do it any longer, and beg'd the 
poor Child might not ſuffer too much for its Mo- 
ther's Misfortunes. 

I No w made her a Viſit, and I found that ſhe 
drove ſomething of the old Trade #111, but that ſhe 
was not in ſuch flouriſhing Circumſtances as before; 
for ſhe had been Sned by a certain Gentleman, who 
had had his Daughter ſtolen from him; and who 
it ſeems ſhe had helped to convey away ; and it 
was very narrowly that ihe eſcap'd the Gallows 
the Expence alſo had ravag'd her, ſo that her Houſe 
was but meanly Furniſhed, and ſhe was not in ſuch 
repute for her Practice as before; however, ſhe ſtood 
upon her Legs, as they ſay, and as ſhe was a buſt- 
ling Woman, and had ſome Stock left, ſhe was 
turn'd Pawn Broker, and liv'd pretty well. 

SHE receiv'd me very civilly, and with her uſual 
obligiug manner told me, ſhe would not have the 
leſs reſpe& for me, for my being reduc d; that ſhe 
had taken Care my Boy was very well look'd 
after, tho' I could not pay for him, and that the 
Woman that had him was eaſie, ſo that I need- 
ed not to Trouble myſelf about him, till I might 
be better able to do it effectually. 

I Torp her I had not much Money left, but 
that T had ſome things that were Monies worth, if 
ſhe could tell me how I might turn them 1nto 
Money; ſhe ask'd what it wasI had? pull'd oy the 
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ftring of gold Beads, and told her it was one of my 
Husband's Preſents to me; then I ſhow'd her the 
two Parcels of Silk which I told her I had from Tre- 
land, and brought up to Town with me; and the 
little Diamond Ring; as to the ſmall Parcel of Plate 
and Spoons, I had found means to diſpoſe of them 
my ſelf before; and as for the Childbed Linnen I 
had, ſhe offer d me to take it her ſelf, be- 
lieving it to have been my own; ſhe told me that 
ſhe was turn d un- Broker, and that ſhe would ſell 
_ thoſe things for me as pawn'd to her, and ſo ſhe 
ſent preſently for proper Agents that bought them, 
being in her Hands, without any ſcruple, and gave 
good Prizes too. 

I Now began to think this neceſſary Woman 
might help me a little in my low Condition to 
ſome Buſineſs , for I would gladly have turn'd my 
Hand to any honeſt Employment if I could have 
got it; but honeft Buſineſs did not come within her 
reach; if I had been younger, perhaps ſhe might 
have helped me, but my Thoughts were off of that 
kind of Livelihood, as being quite out of the way 
after 50, which was my Cale. and fo I told her. 
S8 E invited me at laſt to come, and be at her 
Houſe till I could find ſomething to do, and it 
ſhould coft me very little, and this I gladly accepted 
of; and now living alittle eaſter, I enter'dinto ſome 
Meaſures to have my little Son by my laſt Husband 
taken off; and this ſhe made eaſie too, reſerving a 
Payment only of 51, a Year, if I could pay it. 
This was ſuch a help to me, that for a good while L 
left off the wicked Trade that I had fe newly ta- 
ken up; and gladly I would have got Work. but 
that was very hard to do for one that had no Ac- 
quaintance. | | 
HowEvrr, at laſt I got ſome Quilting Work for 
Ladies Beds, Petticoats, and the like; and this I 
Uk'd very well and work'd very hard, and r 

this 
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this I began to live; but the diligent Devil who 
reſolv'd I ſhould continue in his Service, continual- 
ly prompted me to go out and take a Walk, that is 
to ſay, to ſee if any thing would offer in the old 


Way. 

Os Evening I blindly obeyed his Summons, and 
fetch'd a long Circuit thro' the Streets, but met 
with no purchaſe , but not content with that, I 
went out the next Evening too, when going by an 
Alehouſe I ſaw the Door of a little room open, 
next the very Street, and on the Table a ſilver 
Tankard, things much in uſe in publick Houſes at 
that time; it ſeems ſome Company had been drink- 
ing there, and the careleſs Boys had forgot to take 
it away. | 

I Wer into the Box frankly, and ſetting the 
ſilver Tankard on the Corner of the Bench, I fat 
down before it, and knock'd with my Foot, a Boy 
came preſently, and I bad him fetch me a pint of 
warm Ale, for it was cold Weather; the Boy run, 
and I heard him go down the Cellar to draw the 
Ale; while the Boy was gone, another Boy come, 
and cried, d' ye call, I ſpoke with a melancholly 
Air, and ſaid, no, the Boy is gone for a Pint of Ale 
for me. 

WHILE I ſat here, I heard the Woman in the Bar 
ſay, are they all gone in the FI v, which was the Box I 
ſat in, and the Boy ſaid yes; wo fetch'd the Tankard, 
away? ſays the Woman, I did, ſays another Boy, that's 
it, pointing it ſeems to another Tankard, wich he 
had fetch'd from another Box by Miſtake ; or elſe 
it muſt be, that the Rogue forgot that he had not 
brought it in, which certainly he had not. 

I HearD all this, much to my ſatisfaction, for L 
found plainly that the Tankard was not miſt, and 
yet they concluded it was fetch'd away; ſo I drank 
my Ale, call'd to Pay, andasI went away, I ſad, 
take care of your Plate Child, meaning a filver 
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int Mug, which he brought me to Drink in; the Boy 
Rid, yes Madam. very welcome, and away I came. 

ICAaAME Home to my Governeſs, and now I 
thought 1t was a time to try her, that 1f I might 
be put to the Neceſſity of being expos d ſhe might 
offer me ſome aſſiſtance, when TI had been at Home 
ſome time, and had an opportunity of Talking 
to her, I told her TI had a Secret of the greateſt 
Conſequence in the World to commit to her, if ſhe 
had reſpe& enough for me to keep it a Secret: She 
told me ſhe had kept one of my Secrets faithfully , 
why ſhould I doubt her keeping another ? I told 
her the ſtrangeſt thing in the World had befallen 
me, even without any deſign; and fo told her the 
whole Story of the Tankard: And have you brought 
it away with you my Dear, ſays ſhe, to be ſure I 
have, ſays I, and ſhew'd it her. But what thall Ido 
now, ſays I, muſt not I carry it again? 

CARRY it again! ſays ſbe, Ay, if you want to go 
to Newgate, why, ſays I, they can't be ſo baſe to ſtop 
me, when I carry it to them again? Tou don't 
know thoſe Sort of People Child, ſays ſhe, they'll 
not only carry you to Newgate, but hang you 
too without any regard to the honeſty of return- 
ing it; or bring in an Account of all the other Tank- 
ards as they have loſt for you to pay for: What 
muſt I do then? ſays I; Nay, ſays ſhe, as you have 
plaid the cunning part and ſtole it, you muſt e'n 
keep it, there's no going back now; beſides Child, 


ſays ſhe, Don't you wan't it more than they do? I 


wiſh you couꝰ'd light of ſach a Bargain once a Week, 

THIS gave me anew Notion of my Governeſs, 
and that ſince ſhe was turn'd Pawn- Broker, ſhe had 
a Sort of People about her, that were none of the 
honeſt ones that I had met with there before. 

TH a p not been long there, but I diſcover'd it 
more plainly than before, for every now and then 
I ſaw Hilts of Swords, Spoons, Forks, 8 
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and all ſuch kind of Ware brought in, not to be 
Pawn'd, but to be fold down right, and ue bought 
them all without asking any Queſtions, but had 
good Bargains as I found by her Diſcourſe. 

I Feund alſo that in following this Trade, 
ſhe always melted down the Plate ſhe bought, that 
it might not be challeng'd ; and ſhe came to me 
and told me one Morning that ſhe was going to 

Melt, and if I would, ſhe would put my Tankard 
in, that it might not be ſeen by any Body; I told 
her with all my Heart; ſo ſhe weigh'd it, and al- 
low'd me the full value in Silver again; but TI 
found ſhe did not do ſo to the reſt of her Cuſto- 
mers. 

SOMETIME after this, as I wasat Work, and very 
melancholly, ſhe begins to ask me what the Mat- 
ter was? I told her my Heart was very heavy, I 
had little Work, and nothing to live on, and knew 
not what Courſe to take; ſhe Laugh'd and told 
me I muſt go out again and try my Fortune; it 
might be that I might meet with another Peice of 
Plate. O, Mother! ſays I, that is a Trade that I 
have no skill in, and if I ſhould be taken I am un- 
done at once; ſays ſhe, I could help you to a School- 
Miſtreſs, that ſhall make you as dexterons as her 
ſelf: I trembled at that Propoſal, for hitherto I 
had had no Confederates, nor any Acquaintance a- 
mong that Tribe; but ſhe conquer'd all my Mode- 
ſy, and all my Fears; and in a little time, by 
the help of this Confederate I grew as impudent a 
Thief, and as dexterous as ever Moll Cut- Pur ſe was, 
_ if Fame does not belie her, not half ſo Hand- 

ome. 

T Her Comrade ſhe helped me to, dealt in three 
forts of Craft. (viz,) Shop-lifting, ſtealing of 
Shop-Books, and Pocket Books, and taking off Gold 
Watches from the Ladies Sides, and this laſt ſhe did 
© dexteriouſly that no 1 ever arriyv d way 

ex- 
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Perfection of that Art, like her: I lik'd the firſt 
and the laſt of theſe things very well, and I attended 
her ſome time in the Practiſe, juſt as a Deputy at- 
tends a Midwife without any Pay. 

AT length ſhe put me to Practiſe, ſhe had 
ſhewn me her Art, and I had ſeveral times un- 
hood a Watch from her own Side with great dexte- 
rity ; at laſt ſhe ſhow'd me a Prize, and this was 
a young Lady with Child who had a charming 
Watch, the thing was to be done as ſhe came out of 
the Church; ſhe goes on one ſide of the Lady, and 
pretencs, juſt as ſhe came to the Steps, to fall, and 
fell againſt the Lady with ſo much violence as put 
her into à great fright, and both cry'd out terri- 
bly; in tae very moment that ſhe joſtl'd the Lady, 
had held of the Watch, and hoiding it the right 
way, the ſtart ſhe gave Crew the Hook out and the 
never felt it; I made off immediately, and left my 
School-Miſtreſs to come out of her Fright gradu- 
allyg,and the Lady too; and preſently the Watch 
waS$niſs'd ; ay, ſays my Comrade, then it was 
thoſe Rogues that thruſt me down, I warrant ye; 
T wonder the Gentlewoman did not miſs her 

Watch before, then we might have taken them. 

SHE humour'd the thing ſo well that no Body ſuſ- 
pected her, and I was got home a full Hour before 
her: This was my firſt Adventure in Company; 
the Watch was indeed a very fine one, and had 
many Trinkets about it, and my Governcſs allow'd 
us 20 J. for it, of which I had half,and thus I was en- 
ter'd a compleat Thief, harden'd to a Picth above 
all the Reflections of Conſcience or Modeſty, and 
to a Degree which J never thought poſiible in me. 
_ Invs the Devil who began, by the help of an 
irreſiſtible Poverty, to puſh me into this Wicked- 

neſs, brougnt me on to a height beyond the com- 
mon Rate, even when my Nece!litics were not fo 
territying; for I had now got into a little Vein of 
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Work, and as I was not at a loſs to handle my 
Needle, it was very probable I might have got 
my Bread honeſtly enoug!, 

I muſt ſay, that it ſuch a proſpect of Work had 
preſented it ſelf at firſt, when J began to feel the 
approach of my miſerable Circumſtances ; 1 ſay, 
had ſuch a proſpect of getting Bread by working pre- 
ſented it ſelf then, I had never fallen into this 
wicked Trade, or into ſuch a wicked Gang as I was 
now embark'd with; but practiſe had hardened me, 
and I grew audacious to the laſt degree; and the 
more ſo, becauſe I had carried it fo long, and had 
never been taken; for in a word, my new Partner 
in Wickedneſs and J went on together ſo long, 
without being ever detected, that we not onl 
grew Bold, but we grew Rich, and we had at one 
time One and Twenty Gold Watches in our Hands. 

I REMEMBER that one Day being a little more 
ſerious than ordinary, and finding I had fo good a 
Stock before-hand, as I had, for I had near 2ool. 
in Money for my Share; it came ſtrongly : h my 
my Mind, no doubt from ſome kind Spirit, .. fuch 
there be ; that as at firft Poverty excited me, and 
my Diſtreſſes drove me to theſe dreadful Shifts, fo 
ſeeing thoſe Diſtreſſes were now relieved, and I 
could alſo get ſomething towards a Maintenance by 
working, and had ſo good a Bank to ſupport me, 
why ſhould I not now leave off, while I was well; 
that I could not expect to go always free; and it L 
was once ſurrpisd, I was undone. 

THr1s was doubtleſs the happy Minute. when if 
J had hearken'd to the bleſſed hint from whatſoever 
hand it came, I had ftill a caſt for an eaſie Life; 
but my Fate was otherwiſe determin'd, the buſie 
Devil that drew me 1n, had too faſt hold of me to 
let me go back; but as Poverty brought me in, ſo 
Avarice kept me in, till there was no going back; 
as to the Arguments which my Reaſon dictated for 
perſwading me to lay down, Avarice ſtept in and 

"23 ſaid, 
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ſaid, go on, you have had very good luck, go on, 
till you have gotten Four or Five Hundred Pound, 
and then you ſhall leave off, and then you may 
live eaſie without working at all. 

Tus Ithit was once ia the Devil's Clatches, was 
held faſt there as with a Charm, and had no Power 
to go without the Circle, till T was ingulph'd in 
Labyrinth of Trouble too great to get out at all. 
HOW EVER, theſe Thoughts left ſome Impreſſion 
upon me, and made me act with ſome more caution 
than be fore, and more than my Directors us'd for 
themſelves. My Comerade, as I call'd her, ſhe 
ſhould have been called my Teacher, with another 
of her Scholars, was the firſt in the Misfortune, for 
happening to be upon the hunt for Purchaſe, they 
made an attempt upon a Linnen- Draper in Cheap- 
fide, but were ſnap'd by a Hawks. ey'd Journey man, 
and feiz'd with two pieces of Cambrick, which were 
taken allo upon them, 

Tx1s was enough to Lodge them both in New: 
gate, waere they had the Misfortune to have ſome of 
their former Sins brought to remembrance ; two 
other Indictments being brought agaiuſt them, and 
the Facts being prov'd upon them, they were both 
condemn'd to Die; they both pleaded their Bellies 
and were both voted Quick with Child; tho' my 
Tutreſs was no more with Child than I was. 

I WENT frequently to ſee them, and Condole 
with them, expecting that it would be my turn 
next , but the place gave me ſo much Horror, re- 
flecting that it was the place of my unhapy Birth, 
and of ny Mother's Misfortunes, that I could not 
bear it, fo J left off going to ſee them. 

AND O! cou'd I but have taken warning by their 
Diſaſters, I had been happy ſtill, for I was yet free, 
and had nothing brought againſt me; but it could 
not be, my Meaſure was not yet fill'd up. 
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My Comerade having the Brand of and old Of- 
fender, was Executed; the young Offender was 
ſpar'd, having obtain daa Reprieve; but lay ſtar- 
ving a long while in Priſon, till at laſt ſne got her 
Name into what they call a Circuit Pardon, and ſo 

cameoff. 

Tunis terrible Example of my Comrade fright- 
ed me heartily, and for a good while I made no Ex- 
curſions; but one Night, in the Neighbourhood of 
my Governeſſes Houſe, they cry'd Fire; my Go- 
verneſs lopk'd out, for we were all up, and cry'd 
immediately that fuch a Gentlewoman's Houſe was 
all of a light Fire a top, and ſo indeed it was: Here 
ihe gives me a jog, now, Child, ſays ſhe, there is 
a rare opportunity, the Fire being fo near that you 
may go to it before the Street is block'd up with the 
Crowd; ſhe preſently gave me my Cue, go, Child, 
ſays ſhe, to the Houſe, and run in and tell the La- 
dy, or any Body you ſce, that you come to help 
them, and that you came from ſuch a Gentlewoman 
(that 1s one of her Acquaintance farther up the 
Street). 3 

Away I went, and coming to'the Houſe I found 
them all in Confuſion, ycu may be ſure; Irun in, 
and finding one of the Maids, alas! Sweetheart, 
ſaid I, how came this diſmal Accident? Where is 
your Miſt {s? Is ſheſafe? And where are the 
Children? I come from Madam to help you 
away runs the Maid, Madam, Madam, ſays /he, 
ſcreaming as loul as ſhe cou'd yell, here isa Gentle» 
wman com? from Madam —— to help us: The poor 

Voman halicut of her Wits, with a Bundle under 
her Arm, and two little Children, comcs towards 
me, Madam, fays I, let me carry the yoor Chil- 
dren to Mad: m, ſhe deſires you to ſend them 
ſhell take care of the poor Lambs, and {OI takes 
one of them cut of her Hand, and ſhe liits the 
tother up into my Arms 9 2 do, for God ſake, ſays 
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ſhe, carry them; O thank her for her kindneſs : Have 
von any thing elſe to ſecure, Madam? ſays I, ſhe 
will take care of it: O dear! fays the, God bleſs her, 
take this bundle of Plate and carry it to her too; O hhe 
2s a good Woman , O, we are utterly ruin d, undone ; 
and away ſhe runs from me ont of her Wits, and 
the Maids after her, and away comes I with the two 
Children and the Bundle. 7 

I Was no ſooner got into the Street, but I ſaw a- 
nother Woman come to me, O! ſays ſhe, Miſtreſs, 
in a piteous Tone, you will let fall the Child; 
come, come, this is a ſad time, let me help you, and 
immediately lays hold of my Bundle to carry it for 
me; no, ſays I, if you will help me, take the Child 
by the Hand, and lead it for me but to the upper 
end of the Street, I'll go with you and ſatisfie you 
for your pains. 

SHE cou'd not avoid going, after what I ſaid, but 
the Creature, in thort, was one of the ſame Buſineſs 
with me, and wanted nothing bat the Bundle; how- 
ever, ſhe went with me to the Door, for the cou'd 
not help it; when we were come there I whiſper'd 
her, go Child, ſaid I, I underſtand your Trade, you 
may meet with Purchaſe enough. 

SHE underſtood me and walk'd off; I thundered 
at the Door with the Children, and as the People 
were rais' d before by the noiſe of the Fire, I was 
ſoon let in, and J ſaid, is Madam awake, pray tell 
ber Mrs. — dees the favour of her to taks the two 
Children in; poor Lacy, ſbe will be undone, their 
Hou ſe is all of a Flame; they took the Children in 
very civily, pitied the Family in Diſtreſs, and a- 
way came I with my Bundle; one of the Maids 
ask d me, if I was not to leave the Bundle too; 
1 ſaid no, Sweetheart, 'tis to go to another Place, 
it does not belong to them. | 

TWas a great way out of the hurry now, and ſo I 
went on and, brong'1t the Bundle of Plate, which was 
very conliderable, ſtrait home, to my old Gover- 
nels; 
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neſs; ſhe told me ſhe would not look into it, but 
bad me go again and look for more. 

SHE gave me the like Cue to the Gentl-woman 
of the next Houſe to that which was on Fire, and I 
did my endeavour to go, but by this time the al- 
larm of Fire was ſo great, and ſo may Evgincs 
playing and the Street fo throng'd with People, 
that I con'd not get near the Honſe, whatever J 
cou d do; fo I came back again to my Governeſſcs. 
and taking the Bundle up into my Chamber, I be- 
gan to examine it: It is with Horror that I tell what 
a Treafure I found there; *tis enough to ſay, that 
beſides moſt of the Family Plate, which was con- 
ſiderable, I found a Gold Chain, an old fa ſhion'd 
thing, the Locket of which was broken, fo that I 
ſuppoſe it had not been us'd ſome Years, but the 
Gold was not the worſe for that; alſo a little Box 
of burying Rings, the Lady's Wedding-Ring. and 
{ome broken bits of old Lockets of Gold, à Gold 
Watch, and a Purſe with about 241. value in old Pieces 
of Gold Coin, and ſeveral other things of Value. 

THIS was the greateſt and the worſt Prize at 
ever I was concern'd in, for indeed, tho', as I ave 
{aid above, I was harden'd now beyond the Puwer 
of all Reflect ion in other Caſts, yet it really touch d 
me to the very Soul, when I look'd into this Trea- 
ſure; to think of the poor diſconſolate Gent lin. 
man who had loſt fo much beſides, and wio would 
think to be {ure that ſhe had ſav'q her Plate av 
beſt things; how ſhe wou'd be ſurpriz'd when we 
ſhould find that ſhe had been deceiv'd, and that the 
Perſon that took her Children and her Goo''s, nal 
come, as was pretended, from the Gentlewoman in 
next Street, but that the Children had been pur u, 
on her without her own knowledge. 

I Sar, I confeſs the inhumanity of this Adi: 
mov'd. me very much, and made me releu, 
ccedingly, and Tears ſtood in my Eyes up! 
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Subject: But with all my Senſe of its being cruel 
and Inhuman, I cou'd never find in my Heart to 
make any Reſtitution: The Reflection wore off, and 
I quickly forgot the Circumſtances that attended it. 
Nox was this all, for tho' by this jobb I was be- 
come conſiderably Richer than before, yct the Re- 
ſolution I had formerly taken of leaving off this 
horrid Trade, when I had gotten a little more, did 
not return; but I muſt ſtill get more; and the A- 
varice had fuch Succeſs, that I had no more Thoughts 
of coming to a timely Alteration of Life; tho' with- 
out it I cou'd expect no Safety, no Tranquility in the 
Poſſeſſion of what I had gain'd , a little more, and 
a little more, was the Caſe ſtill. 
Arx length yielding to the Importunities of my 


Crime, I caſt off all Remorſe and all the Reflections 


on that Head, turn'd to no more than this, that I 
might perhaps come to have one Bocty more that 
might compleat all; but tho' I certainly had that 
one Booty, yet every hit look d towards another, 


and was ſo encouraging to me to goon with the Trade, 


that J had no Guſt to the laying it down. 

IN this Condition, harden'd by Succeſs, and re- 
ſolving to goon. I fell into the Snare in which I was 
appointed to meet with my laſt Reward for this kind 
of Life: But even this was not yet, for I met with 
ſeveral ſuccesful Adventures more in this way. 


Mx Governeſs, was for a while really concern'd 


for this Misfortune of my Comerade that had been 
hang'd, for ſhe knewenough of my Governeſs to have 
ſent her the ſame way, and which made her very un- 
eaſy; indeed ſhe was in a very great fright. 

I T is true, that when ſhe was gone and had not 


told what ſhe knew; My Governeſs was eaſy as to 


that Point, and perhaps glad ſhe was hang d; for it 

was in her Power to have obtain'd a Pardon at the 

Expence of her Friends; But, the, loſs of her, and 

the Senſe of her Kindneſs in not making her a” 
| © 


F_ a Han PF” OY 


( 217 } 


of what ſhe knew, mov'd my Governeſs to Mourn ve- 
ry ſincerely for her: I comforted her as well as I 
cou'd, and ſhe in return harden'd me to Merit more 
compleatly the ſame Fate. 

How EVER as I have ſaid it made me the more 
wary, and particularly I was very ſhie of Shop- lift- 
ing, eſpecially among the Mercers and Drapers who 
are a Set of Fellows, that have their Eyes very 
much about them: I made a Venture or two among 
the Lace Folks, and the Mileners, and particularly 
at one Shop, where two young Women were newly 
ſet up, and not been bred to Trade: There, I carri- 
ed off a Peice of Bonelace, worth ſix or ſeven Ponnd, 
and a Paper of Thread; but this was but once, it was 
a Trick that would not ſerve again. 

IT was always reckon'd a ſafe Job when we heard 
of a new Shop, and eſpecially, when the People 
were ſuch as were not bred to Shops; ſuch may de- 
pend upon it, that they will be viſited once or twice 
at their beginniug, and they muſt be very Sharp in- 
deed if they can prevent it. 

I Map another Adventure or two after this, but 
they were but Trifles: Nothing conſiderable offer - 
ing for a good while; I began to think that J muſt 
give over Trade in Earneſt, but my Governeſs, 
who was not willing to loſe me, and expected 
great Things of me, brouzht me one Day into 
Company with a young Woman and a Fellow 
that went for her Husband, tho' as it appear'd 
afterwards the was not his Wife, but they were Part- 
ners in the Trade they carried on, andin ſomething 
elſe too. In ſhort, they robb'd together, lay together, 
were taken together, and at laſt were hang d together. 

ICA into a kind of League with theſe two by 
the help of my Governeſs, and they carried me out 
into three or four Adventures, where I rather ſaw 
them commit ſome Courſe and unhandy Robberies, 
in which nothing but a great Stock of I” on 
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their Side, and groſs Negligence on the Peoples Side 
who were robb'd, could have made them Succeſs- 


ful; fo I refolv'd from that time forward to be ve- 
ry Cautious how I Adventur'd with them; and in- 


deed when two or three unlucky Projects were pro- 


pos'd by them, I declin'd the offer, and per ſwaded 
them a gainſt it: One time they particularly pro- 
pos'd Robbing a Watchmaker of 3 Gold Watches, 
which they had Ey'd 1n the Day time, and found 
the Place where he laid them; one of them had fo 
many Keys of all kinds, that he made no Queſtion 
to open the Place, where the Watchmaker had laid 
them; and ſo we made a kind of an Appointment; 
but when I came to look narrowly into the Thang, 
I found they propos'd breaking open the Houſe, and 
this I would not Embark in, fo they went without 
me: They did get into the Houſe by main Force, 
and bre ke up the lock'd Place where the Watches 
were, but found but one of the Gold Watches, 
and a Silver one, which they took, and got out of 
the Houſe again very clear; but the Family being 
alarm'd cried out Thieves, and the Man was pur- 
ſued and taken, the young Woman had got off tos, 
but unhappily was ftop'd at a Diſtance, and the 
Watches found upon her; and thus I had a ſecond 
Eſcape, for they were convicted, and both hang'd, 
being old Offenders, tho' but young People; and as [ 
ſaid before, that they robb'd together, fo now they 
hang d together, and there ended my newPartnerſhip. 
I BEGAN now to be very wary, having io nar 
rowly eſcap'd a Scourivg, and having ſuch an Ex. 
ample before me; but I had a new Jempter, wi" 
prompted me every day, I mean my Governeſs; aud 
now a Prize preſented, wich as it came by her 
Management, ſo ſhe expected a gocd Share of tne 
Booty; there was a good Quantity of Flanders. 
Lace lodg'd in a private Houſe, where ſhe had heard 
of it; and Flanders Lace, being Prohibited, it was 2 
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good Booty to any Cuſtom-Honſe Officer that could 
come at it: I had a full Account from my Governeſs, 
as well of the Quantity asof the very Place where 
it was conceal'd, fo I went to a Cuſtom-Houſe 
Officer, and told him, I had a Diſcovery to make to 
him, if he would aſſure me that I ſhould have my 
due Share of the Reward : This was fo juſt an of- 
fer, that nothing could he fairer , fo he agreed, and 
taking a Conſtable, and me with him, we beſet the 
Houſe ; as I told him, I could go directly to the 
Place, he left it to me, and the Hole being very 
dark, I ſqueez'd myſelf into it, with a Candle in 
my Hand, and foreach'd the Peices cut to him, ta- 
king care as I gave him fome, fo to ſecure as much 
about myſelf as I could conveniently Diſpoſe of: 
There was near 300 l. worth of Lace in the whole; 
and I ſecu, d about 5ol. worth of it myſelf. The 
People of the Houſe were not owners of the Lace, 
but a Merchant who had entruſted them with it 
ſo that they were not ſo ſurpriz'd as I thought they 
would be. 

I LEFT the Officer overjoy'd with his Prize, 


and fully fatisfy'd with what he had got, and ap- 


pointed to meet him at a Houſe of his own direct- 
ing, where I came after I had diſpos'd of the Car- 
go I had about me, of which he had not the leaſt 
Suſpicion ; when I came, he began to Capitulate, 
believing I did not underſtand the right I had 
in the Prize, and would fain have put me cf with 
Twenty Pound, but I Jet him know that I wasnot 
ſo ignorant as he ſuppos'd I was; and yet I was glad 
too, that he offer dto bring me to a certainty; Iask'd 
lool. and he roſe up to 20 l. I fell to 820. and he 
riſe again to aol. in a Word, he offer'd 50. and I 
conſented, only demanding a Peice of Lace, which 
I thought came to about 8 or 9 Pound, as if it had 
been for my own Wear, and he agreed to it, fo I 
got 501, in Money paid me that fame Night, _ 

made 
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made an End of the Bargain; nor did he ever know 
who I was, or where to enquire for me; ſo that if 
it had been diſcover'd, that part of the Goods were 
embezzel'd; he could have made no Challenge up- 
on me for it. | 

I Very punctually divided this Spoil with my 
Governeſs, and I paſs'd with her from this time for 
a very dexterous Manager in the niceſt Caſes , I 
found that this laſt was the beſt, and eaſieſt ſort of 
Work that was in my way, and I made it my bu- 
ſineſs to enquire out prohibited Goods; and after 
buying ſome uſually betray'd them, but none of 
theſe Diſcoveries amounted to any thing conſide- 
rable, not like that I related juſt now ; but I was 
Cautious of running the great Riſques which I found 
others did, and in which they Miſcarried every Day. 

THe next thing of Moment, was an attempt at 
a Gentlewoman's gold Watch, it happen'd in a 
Crowd, at a Meeting-Houſe, where I was in very 
great Danger of being taken; I had full hold of 
her Watch, but giving a great Joſtle, as if ſome 
body had thruſt me againſt her, and in the Juncture 
giving the Watch a fair pull, I found it would not 
come, ſo I let it go that Moment, and cried as if I 
had been kill'd, that ſome body had Trod upon my 
Foot, and that there was certainly Pick-pockets 
there; for ſome body or other had given a pull at 
my Watch, fer you are to obſerve, that on theſe 
Adventures we always went very well Dreſs'd, and 
T had very gocd Cloths on, and a Gold Watch by 
my Side, as like a Lady as other Folks. 


I Hap no ſooner ſaid fo, but the other Gentle- 


woman cried out a Pick-pocket too, for ſome body, 
ſhe ſaid, had try d to pull her Watch away. 
WEN I touch her Watch, I was cloſe to her, 
but when I cry & out, I ſtop'd as it were ſhort, and 
the Crowd bearing her forward a little, ſhe made 
2 Noiſe tco, but it was at ſome Diſtance from me, 
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0 
ſo that ſhe did not in the leaſt ſuſpect me, but when ſhe 
cried out a Pick -· Poclet, ſome body cried out Ay, and 
here has been another, this Gentlewoman has been 
attempted too. 

Ar that very inſtant, a little farther in the 
Crowd, and very Luckily too, they cried out a Pick- 
pocket again, and really ſeiz d a young Fellow in 
the very Fact. This, tho' unhappy for the Wretch 
was very opportunely for my Caſe, tho* I had car- 
ried it handſomely enough before, but now it was 
out of Doubt, and all the looſe part of the Crowd 
run that way, and the poor Boy was deliver'd up 
to the Rage of the Street, which is a Cruelty I need 
not deſcribe, and which however, they are always 
glad of, rather than be ſent to Newgate, where they 
lie often a long time, and ſometimes they are 
hang'd, and the beſt they can look for, if they are 
Convicted, is to be Tranſported. 4 

TH1s was a narrow Eſcape to me, and I was ſo 
frighted, that I ventuc'd no more at Gold Watches 
a great while; there was indeed many Circum- 
ſtances in this Adventure, which aſſiſted to my E- 
ſcape; but the chief was, that the Woman whoſe 
Watch I had pull'd at was a Fool; that is to ſay, ſhe 
was Ignorant of the nature of the Attempt, which 
one would have thought ſhe ſhould not have been, 
ſeeing ſhe was wiſe enough to faſten her Watch, 
ſo that it could not be ſlipt up; but ſhe was in fucl 
a Fright, that ſhe had no Thought about her; for 
ſhe, when ſhe felt the pull ſcream'd out, and 
puſh'd herſelf forward, and put all the People a- 
bout her into diſorder, but ſaid not a Word of her 
Watch, or of a Pick pocket, for at leaſt two Mi- 
nutes; which was time enough for me, and to ſpare; 
for as I had cried out behind her, as 1 have ſaid, and 
bore myſelf back in the Crow: as the bore forward , 
there were ſeveral People, at leaſt ſeven or eight, 
tie Throng being ſtill moving on, that were got be- 
tween me and her in that time, and then I crying 
out 
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out a Pick pocket, rather ſooner than ſhe, ſhe might 
as well be the Perſon ſuſpected as I, and the Peo- 
ple were confug'd in their Enquiry ; whereas, had 
the with a Preſence of Mind needful on ſuch an 
Occaſion, as ſoon as ſhe felt the pull, not skream'd 
out as ſhe did, but turn'd immediately round, and 
ſeiz d the next Body that was behind her, ſhe had 
infallibly taken me. | 

THr1s is a Direction not of the kindeſt Sort to 
the Fraternity; but tis certainly a Key to the Clue 
of a Pick-pockets Motions, and wioever can follow 
it, will as certainly catch the Thief as he will be 
ſure to miſs if he does not. 

I HaD another Adventure, which puts this Mat- 
ter out of doubt, and which may be an Inſtruction 


for Poſterity in the Caſe of a P:ck-pocket, my good 


old Governeſs to give a {hort touch at her Hiſtory, 
tio ſhe had left off the Trade, was as I may ſay, 
born a Pick-pocket, and as I uncerſtood afterward, 
had run thro' all the ſeveral Degrees of that Art, 
and yet had been taken but once; when ſhe was 16 
groſsly detected, that ſhe was convicted and order'd 
to be Tranſported ; but being a Woman of a rarc 
Tongue, and withal having Money in her Pocket ; 
ſhe found Means, the Ship putting into Ireland for 
Proviſions, to get on Shore there, where ſhe practi- 
ſed her old Trade ſome Years ; when falling into 
another ſort of Company, ſhe turn'd Midwife and 
Procurefs, and play d a hundred Pranks, which ſhe 
gave me a little Hiſtory of, in Confidence between 
us as we grew more intimate; an it was to this 
wicked Creature that I ow'd all the Dexterity I ar- 
riv'd to, in which there were few that ever went 
beyond me, or that practis d ſo long without any 
Misfortune, 

Ir was after thoſe Adventures in Veland, and when 
ſhe was pretty well known 1n that Country, that 
Ihe left Dublin, and came over to Ergland,where thc 

time 
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time of her Tranſportation being not expir*d, ſhe 
left her former Trade, for fear of falling into bad 
Hands again, for then the was ſure to have gone to 
Wreck : Here ſhe ſet up the ſame Trade ſhe had fol- 
lowed in Ireland, in which ſhe ſoon, by her admira- 
ble Management, and a good Tongue, arrived to 
the Height, which I have already deſerib'd, and in- 
deed began to be Rich, tho' her Trade fell off again 
afterwards. | 

I mention thus much of the Hiſtory of this Woman 
here, the better to account for the concern ſhe had 
in the wicked Life I was now leading; into all the 
Particulars of which ſhe lead me, as it were, by the 
Hand, and gave me ſuch Directions, and I ſo well 
follow'd them, that I grew the greateſt Artiſt of 
my time, and work'd myſelf out of every Danger 
with ſuch Dexterity, that when ſeveral] more of my 
Comrades run themſelves into Newgate, by that time 
they had been half a Year at the Trade: I had now 
practis'd upwards of five Year, and the People at 
Newgate did not ſo much as know me; they had 
heard much of me indeed, and often expected me 


there; but I always got off, tho' many times in the 


extreameſt Danger. 


ON x of the greateſt Dangers I was now in, was 
that I was too well known among the Trade, and 
ſome of them whoſe hatred was owing rather to En- 
vy, than any Injury I had done them began to be 
Angry, that I ſhould always Eſcape when they were 
always catch'd and hurried to Newgate, Theſe were 
they that gave me the Nameof Moll Flanders: For it 


was no more of Affinity with my real Name, or with 


any of the Names I had ever gone by, than black 
is of Kin to white, except that once, as before I 
call'd my ſelf Mrs. Flanders, when I ſheltered my 
ſelf in the Mint; but that theſe Rogues never knew, 
no could I ever learn how they came to give me 
the Name, or what the Occaſion of it was. 
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T Was ſoon inform'd that ſome of theſe who 
were gotten faſt into Newgate, had vowed to Im- 
peach me; and as I knew that two three of them 
were but too able to do it, I was under a great con- 
cern, and kept within Doors for a good while; but 
my Governeſs who was Partner in my Succeſs, and 


who now plaid a ſure Game, for ihe had a Share in 


the hazard, T ſay, my Governeſs was ſomething im- 
patient of my leading ſuch a uſeleſs unprofitable 
Life, as ſhe call'd it; and ſhe laid a new Contri- 
vance for my going Abroad, and this was to Dreſs 
me up in Men's Cloths, and ſo put me into a new 
kind of Practiſe. 

I Was Tall and Perſonable, but a little too 
ſmooth Fac'd for a Man ; however, as I ſeldom went 
Abroad, but in the Night it did well enough; but 
it was long before I couldbe have in my new Cloaths 
it was impoſſible to be fo Nimble, ſo Ready, ſo 
Dexterous at theſe things, in a Dreſs contrary to 
Nature; and as I did every thing Clumſily, fo I 
had neither the ſuceſs, or eaſineſs of Eſcape that I 
had before, and I reſolv'd to leave it off; but that 
Reſolution was confirm'd ſoon after by the follow- 
ing Accident. 

As my Governeſs had diſgnis'd me like a Man, fo 
ſhe joyn'd me with a Man, a young Fellow that was 
Nimble enough at his Buſineſs, and for about three 
Weeks we did very well together. Our principal 
Trade was watching Shop-Keepers Compters, and 
Sliping off any kind of Goods we could fee care- 
lefly laid any where, and we made ſeveral good 
Bargains as we call'd them at this Work: And as 
we kept always together, ſo we grew very intt- 
mate, yet he never knew that I was not a Man, 
nay, tho' I ſeveral times went home with him to 
his Lodgings, according as our buſineſs directed, 
and four or five times lay with him all Night: But 
our D:1ign lay another way, and it was abſolutely 
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neceſſary to me to conceal my Sex from him, as ap- 
pear'd afterwards : The Circumſtances of our Li- 
ving, coming in late, and having ſuch Buſineſs to 
do as requir'd that no Body ſhould be truſted with 
coming into our Lodgings, were ſuch as made it im- 
poſlible to me to refuſe lying with him, unleſs I 
would have own'd my Sex, and as it was I effectu- 
ally conceal'd my ſelf. i 

By r his ill, and my good Fortune, ſoon put an 
end to this Life, which I muſt own I was ſick of too: 
We had made ſeveral Prizes in this new way of Bu- 
ſineſs, but the laſt would have been extraordinary; 
there was a Shop in a certain Street which had a 
Warehouſe behind it that look'd into another Street, 
the Houſe making the Corner. | 

TaxRroVUGH the Window of the Warehouſe we ſaw 
lying on the Compter or Show- board which was juſt 
before it, five peices of Silks, beſides other Stuffs; 
and tho it was almoſt dark, yet the People being 
buſie in the fore Shop had not had time to ſhut up 
thoſe Windows, or elſe had forgot it. 

T Is the young Fellow was ſo everjoy'd with, 
that he could not reſtrain himſelf, it lay within 
his reach he ſaid, and he ſwore violently to me that 
he would have it, if he broke down the Houſe for 
it; I diſluaded him a little, but ſaw there was no 
Remedy, ſo he run raſhly upon it, ſlipt out a Square 
out of the Saſn Window dexteroufly enough. and got 
four Peices of the Silks, and came with theiu towards 
me, but waz immediately perſued with a terrible 
Clutter and Noiſe ; we were ſtanding together in- 
deed, but I had not taken any of the Goods out of 
his Hand, when I ſaid to him haſtily, you are un- 
done! he run like Lightning, and I too, but the 
purſuit was hotter after him, becauſe he had the 
Goods; he dropt two of the Peices which ftop'd 
them a little, but the Crowd encreas d and purſued 
ns both; they took him ſoon after with the other 
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two Peices, and then the reſt follow'd me; I 
run for ĩt and got into my Governeſles Houſe, whe- 
ther ſome quick-ey'd People follow'd me fo warm- 
Iy as to fix me there; they did not immediately 
Knock at the Door, by which T got time to throw 
off my Diſguiſe, and dreſs me in my own Cloaths; 


beſides, when they came there, my Governeſs, who 


had her Tale ready, kept her Door ſhut, and call'd 
out to them and told them there was no Man came 
in there; the People affirm'd there did a Man come 
in there, and ſwore they would break open the Door. 

My Governeſs not at all ſurpriz d, ſpoke calmly 

to them, told them they ſhould very freely come 
aud ſearch ner Houſe, if they would bring a Con- 
ſtable, and let in none but ſuch as the Con{table 
would admit, for it was unreaſonable to let in a 
whole Crowd; this they could not refuſe, tho' they 
were a Crowd; ſo a Conſtable was fetchd immedi- 
a ely, and ſhe very freely open'd the Door, the 
Conſtable kept the Door, and the Men he appoint- 
ed ſearch d the Houſe, my Governeſs going with 
them from Room to Room; when ſhe came to my 
Room ſhe call'd to me, and ſaid aloud; Couſin, 
Pray open the Door, here's ſome Gentlemen that 
muſt come and look into your Room. 

I Ha p a little Girl with me, which was my Go- 
verneſſcs Grand child, as ſhe call'd her; and I bad 
her open the Door, and there fat T at work with a 
great litter of things abcut me, as if I had becn at 
Work all Day, being undreſs'd, with only Night- 
cloaths on my Head, anda looſe Morning Cown a” 
bout me: My Governeſs made a king of cxcuſe for 
their diſturbing me, telling partly the occaſion of 
it, and that ihe had no Remedy but to open the 
Doors to them, and let them ſatisfic then {clves, for 
all ſhe could ſay to them would not {tlic them: 
J fat ſtill, and bid them ſcarch if they plcis d, for 
If there was any Body in the Houle, I was ſure they 
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was not in my Room; and for the reſt of the Houle 
J had nothing to fay to that, I did not underſtand 
what they look'd for. 

EveRyY thing Iook'd ſo innocent and fo hone a- 
bout me, that they treated me civiller than I ex- 
pected, but it was not till they had ſearch*'d the Room 
to a nicety, even under the Bed, and in the Bed, 
and every where elſe, where it was poſſible any thing 
cou'd be hid; when they had done and cou'd find 
nothing, they ask'd my Pardon, and went down. 

WHEN they had thus ſearched the Houſe from 
Bottom to Top, and then from Top to Bottom, and 
cou'd find nothing, they appeas'd the Mob pretty 
well; but they carried my Governeſs before the 

Juſtice : Two Men {wore that they fee the Man, 
ho they purſued, go into her Houſe : My Gover- 
neſs rattled and made a great noiſe that her Houſe 
ſhould be inſulted, and that ſhe jhould be uſed thus 
for nothing; that if a Man did come in, he might 
20 out agam preſently for ought ſhe knew, for the 
was ready to make Oath that no Man had been with- 
in her Doors all that Day as ſhe knew of; which 
was very true; that it might be, that as ſhe was a- 
bove Stairs, any Fellow in a Fright migiit find the 
Door open, and run in for ſhelter wen he was pur- 
ſued, but that ſhe knew nothing of it; and if at 
had been ſo, he certainly went out again, perhaps 
at the other Door, for ſhe had another Door into 
an Alley, and ſo had made his eſcape. 

Taxis was indeed probable enough, and the Ju- 
itice ſatisfied himſelf with giving her an Oath, that 
ſhe had not receiv'd or admitted any Man into her 
Houſe to conceal him, or protect or hide him from 
luſtice: This Oath ſhe might juſtly take, and did 
lo, and fo ſhe was diſmiſs'd. ; 

IT js eaſie to judge what a fright I was in upon 
this occaſion, and it was impoſiible for my Gover- 
neſs ever to bring me to Dreſs in that Liſguiſe a- 
() 2 gan 3 
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gain; for, as I told her, I ſhould certainly betray 


myſelf. 

My poor Partner in this Miſchief was now in a 
bad Cafe, for he was carry'd away before my Lord 
Mayor, and by his Worthip committed to Newgate, 
and tne People that took him were fo willing, 
as well as able, to Proſecute him, that they offer'd 
themſelves to enter into Recogniſances to appear at 
the Seſſions, and perſue the Charge againſt him. 

However, he got his Indictment deferr'd, upon 
promiſe to diſcover his Accomplices, and particular- 
1y, the Man that was concern'd with him in this 
Robbery, and he fail d not to do his Endeavour, for 
he gave in my Mame who he call'd Gabriel Spencer, 
which was the Name I went by to him, and here 
appear'd the Wiſdom of my concealing my ſelf from 
him, without which I had been undone. 

He did all he could to diſcover this Gabriel Spen- 
cer; he deſcrib d me; he diſcover'd the Place were 
he ſaid I Lodg'd; and in a Word, all the Particu- 
lars that he could of my Dwelling , but having con- 
ceal'd the main Circumſtances of my Sex from him; 


I had a vaſt Advantage, and he could never hear of 


me; he brought two or three Families into trouble, 
by his Endeavouring to find me out, but they knew 
nothing of me, any more than that he had a Fellow 
with him, that they had ſeen, but knew nothing of, 
and as to my Governeſs, tho' ſhe was the Means of his 
coming to me, yet it was done at ſecond Hand, and 
he knew nothing of her neither: 

Tars turn'd to his Diſadvantage, for having 
promis'd Diſcoveries, but not being able to make 


it good, it was look d upon as triffling, and he was 


the more fiercely perfued by the Shopkeeper. 

I Was however terribly uncaſie all this while, 
and that I might be quite out of the Way, I went a- 
way from my Governeſs for a while; but not Ku *. 
ing whither to wander, I took a Maid Servant wit 
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me, and took the Stage-Coach to Dunſtable to my 
old Landlord and Landlady, where J lived ſo hand- 
ſomely with my Lancaſhire Hnsband : Here I told 
her a formal Story, that I expected my Husband 
every Day from Ireland, and that J had ſent a Let- 
ter to him, that I would meet him at Dunſable at 
her Houſe. and that he would certainly Land if the 
Wind was fair, in a few Days; fo that T was come 
to ſpend a few Days with them till he could rome, 
for he would either come Poſt, or in the Weſt- 
Chefter Coach, I knew not which, but which ſoever 
it was, he would be fure to come to that Houſe to 
meet me. | 

My Landlady was mighty glad to ſee me, and 
my Landlord made ſuch a Stir with me, that if I 
had been a Princeſs I could not have been better 
uſed, and here I might have been Welcome a Month 
or two if I had thoug"t Fit. 

Bur my Buſineſs was of another Nature, I was 
very uneaſie (though fo well diſguis'd that it was 
ſcarce poſſible to Detect me) leaſt this Fellow ſhould 
find me out; and tho' he could not charge me with 
the Robbery, having perſwaded him not to venture, 
and having done nothing of it my ſelf, yet he might 
have charg d me with other Things, and have bought 
his own Life at the Expence of mane, 

Tuts filld me with horrible Apprehenſtons : 
I had no Recourſe, no Friend, no Confident but my 
old Governeſs, and I knew no Remedy but to put 
my Life into her Hands, and fo I did, for I let her 
know where to ſend to me, and had ſeveral Letters 
from her while I ſtay'd here, ſome of them almoſt 
ſcar'd me out of my Wits; but at laſt ſhe ſent me 
the joyful News that he was Hang' d, which was the 
Beſt News to me that I had heard a great while. 

I Hap ſtay'd here five Weeks, and livd very 
comfortably indeed, (the ſecret Anxiety of my Mind 
excepted) but when I receiv'd this Letter I look d 
Q 2 pleaſantly 
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pleaſantly again, and told my Landlady that-I had 
receiuda Letter from my Spouſe in Ireland, that 
T had the good News of his being very well, but 
had the bad News that his Buſineſs would not permit 
him to come away fo ſoon as he expected, and fo I 
was like to go back again without him. 

My Landlady complemented me upon the good 
News however, that I liad heard he was well, for! 
have cbſerv'd Madam, ſays ſhe, you han't been ſo 


pleaſant as you us d to be 3 you | have been over 


Hvad and Ears in Care for him, I dare fay, ſays the 


good Woman , tis eafte to be ſeen there's an Altera- 


tion in You for the better, ſays ſhe : Well, I am ſor- 
ry the Eſquire can't come yet, ſays my Landlord, 1 
ihovl-i ave been heartily glad to have ſcen hin 
Worn you Have certain News of his coming, you li 
take a S: ep hither ag ain, en ſays be, you ſhal! 
be very welcome whenever you pleaſe to come, 
WIA all theſe fine 5 mplements we parte, 
anc I came merry 25 ng" to London, and found my 
Governets as well pleas'd as I was; and now ſhe 
told me hie would rover recommend any Partner to 
me ag. 0 for ihe always found, ſhe ſaid, that I 
had the beſt Luck when I ventur'd by my ſelf; 
and fo indee a I had, for I was ſcldom in any Dan- 
ger when I was by my kſelf, or if I was, I got out 
of it with more Dexterity than when I was en- 
tangled with the ul“ Meaſures of other People, 
wio had . 0 15 fo forecaſt, and were more im- 
3 than I; tho L had as much Cours ge to 
Venture as an y © q © them , yet I usd more Caution 
before 1 i undertook a 7 1 and had more Preſence 
of Mind to ks my ſelf off 
I Have often wondered even at my own hard- 
1018 anothe Er w wy; that when all my Compat 1100S 
were iu priz d, ant felt ſo tnddevly into the H pop 
Of fete vet L could not all ti is while enter in 
one ſerious . to leave oft this Trade; 3 
eſpecially 
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eſpecially confilering that I was now very far from 
being Poor, that the Temptation 1 of Necejiity, which 
is the gencral Introduction o® all fc! h Wickedneſs, 
Was now TON v an th at 1 had ncar 5 col by 736 in 
rea: V Mo. ey, on w ich Imight W dvery well, 
if I nad thoug et fit to have retir'd; but, I ſay, I had 

not ſo much as the leaſt Inclination to leave off; 
no not fo much as I had bef ere, when I had but 
2000. beforenand, and when I had no ſich fright- 
ful Examples before my Eyes as theſe were : From 
hence tis evident, that when once we are arden'd 
32 Crime, no Fear can affect us, no Example give 
us any Warning. 

I Hap indeed one Comrade, whoſe Fate went 
very near me for a good wh ile, tho” I wore it off too 
in Time, that Caſe was indeed very unhappy , I had 
mace a Prize 07 a Piece of very good Damask in a 
Mercer's Shop, and went clear off my ſelf, but had 
convey the Piece to this Co: NPANION of mine, 
wien we went out of the Shop; aud ſhe went one 
way, I went another: We had * been | long out of 
the Shop, but the Mercer miſt the Piece of Stuff, 
and (ont his gers, one, _ Way, _ one 
other, and 1thy ſeiz'd her that had the 
Piece, with the B; a mask upon her; as for me, I had 
very luckily ſtept into 2 Houlſo waere there was a 
Lace Chanaber, up one Pair of Stairs, and bad the 
Satisfaction, or the Terror indeed of looking out of 
the Window. and ſceing the poor Creature Crag'd 
away 1 the Juſtice, wo imn 1ediatehy committed 
her to A 3 

[ W. AS care elul to attempt nothing in the Lace- 
„Am! er, b. ae tum" Ic d ther e Goods pretty mucn to 
i en, 1-1 ume ; > then DOUug! at a feu Yarus is of Ed ging, 

nd paid f e it, wo came away very ſal Hoarted 
inde ed; foi rhe poor Woman, wo was in Tribula- 
tion, for what I only had tolcn, 


reſent 


Oz: HERE 


_— 7 


= — - 


— 
IY 
— ale Ay 
7» _ 
N. 
222 Moos, 
2 
* r 
* =, 


" n. 0 oo 
N N * 
W — # 12 
— S $4 "» 


A * 
9 


* * 2 
E r 
—— IO 


1 4 > 1A \ gat my © — "OO. 5 2 
P Dre RK” 
; - 
- £5 wa - 


2 * b —_ 
- CIR 3 


wA- 


— — 


— * "3 


2 — 


Sat, 
OY — 
n 


= — —— 2 — — r ͤ ² . . ˙¹ -A ůÄùſ̃ ‚ͤw.n 7 I TIS — 
« = - . 2 
- - X -> + un - — * PO IT 
= — — ba, _ — ; 2 
"RE - Kr 0 : 0 
— * - "= «-/ - 8 mn 
2 8 3 * ö 
bh . 5 . 
CER Fl — 8 = ” 
2 . * J mo” * 


4 = - »- Avg $48 Ada * A. Vit » 3 n= iy. "On 
r. 
1 » 


C 232) 

HERE again my old Caution ſtood me in good 
Read ; tho' I often robb'd with theſe People, yet 
T never let them know whe I was z nor could they 
ever find out my Lodging, tho' they often endea- 
vour'd to watch me to it. They all knew me by the 
Name of Moll Flanders, tho' even ſome of them ra- 
ther believ'd I was ſhe, than knew me to be ſc, 
my Name was publick among them indeed ; but 
kow to find me out they knew not, nor ſo much as 


how to gueſs at my Quarters, whether they were at 


the Eaſt End of the Town, or the Weſt, and this 
Wa-ineſs was my Safety upon all theſe Occaſions, 

I KE Pr cloſe a great while upon the Occaſion of 
this Woman's Dilaſter ; I knew that if I ſhould do 
any thing that ſhould miſcarry, and ſhould be car- 
ry'd to Priſon ſhe would be there, and ready to 
witneſs againſt me, and perhaps ſave her Life at my 
Expence; I conſider'd that J began to be very well 
known by Name at the Old Baily, tho' they did not 
know my Face; and that if I ſhould fall into their 
Hands, I ſhould be treated as an old Offender ; 
and for this Reaſon, I was reſolv'd to ſee what this 
Poor Creatures Fate jhonld be before I ſtirr'd, tho 
ſeveral times in her Diſtreſs I convey'd Money to 
her for her Relief. N 

AT length ſhe came to her Tryal, ſhe pleaded 
Me did not ſteal the Things; but that one Mrs. 
Flanders as the heard her call'd, (for ſhe did not 
know her) gave the Bundle to her after they came 
out of the Shop, and bad her carry it Home. They 
ask'd her wucre this Mrs. Flanders was? But ſhe 
could not produce her, neither could the give the 
leaſt Account of me; and the Mercer's Men {wearing 
polttively that The was in the Shop when the Goods 
were ſtolen; that they immediately miſs'd them, 
and purina her, and found them upon her; there- 
upon the Jury brought her in Guilty, but the Court 
conſidering that ſhe really was not the Perſon b 
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Stole the Goods, and that it was very poſſible ſhe 
could not find out this Mrs. Flanders, meaning me, 
tho' it would fave her Life, which indeed was true; 
they allow'd her to be Tran ſported, which was the 
utmoſt Favour ſhe could obtain, only that the 
Court told her, if ſhe could in the mean time pro- 
duce the ſaid Mrs. Flanders, they would intercede 
for her Pardon, that is to ſay, if ſhe could find 
me out, and hang me, ſhe ſhould not be Tranſport- 
ed: This I took care to make impoſſible to her; 
and ſo ſhe was Shipp'd off in purſuance of her Sen- 
tence a little while after. | | 

IMusr repeat it again, that the Fate of this 
poor Woman troubl'd me exceedingly ; and I began 
to be very penſive, knowing that I was really the 
Inftrument of her diſaſter; but my own Life, which 
was fo evidently in Danger, took oft my tender- 
neſs; and ſeeing ſhe was not put to Death, I was 
eaſie at her Tranſportation, becauſe the was then 
out of the way of doing me any Miſchief whatever 
ſhould happen. | 

Tu Diſaſter of this Woman was ſome Months be- 
fore that of the laſt recited Story, and was indeed 
partly the Occaſion of my Governeſs propoſing to 
Preſs me up in Men's Cloths, that I might go a- 
bout unobſerv'd ; but I was fon tir'd of that Diſ- 
guiſe, as I have ſaid, for it expos'd me to too many 
Difficulties. 

I Was now eaſie, as to all Fear of Witneſſes a- 
gainſt me, for all thoſe, that had either been con- 
cern'd with me, or that knew me by the Name of Moll 
Flanders, were either hang'd or Tranſported ; and 
if I ſhould have had the Misfortune to be taken, I 
might call myſelf any thing elſe, as well as Moll 
Flanders, and no old Sins could be plac'd to my Ac- 
count; ſo I began to run a Tick again, with the more 
fredom, and ſeveral ſucceſsful Adventures I made, 
tho' not ſuch as I had made before. 5 
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We had at that time another Fire happen'd not 
a great way off from the Place where my Governeſs 
liv'd, and I made an attempt there as before, but as 
I was not ſoon enough before the Crowd of People 
came in, and could not get to the Houſz I aim'd at; 
inſtead of a Prize, Igot a miſchief, which had almoſt 
put a Period to my Life, and all my wicked doings 
together; for the Fire being very furious, and the 
People in a great Fright in removing their Goods, 
and throwing tzem out of Window; a Wench from 
out of a Window threw a Featherbed juft upon mez 
it is true, the Bed being foitit broke no Bones; but 
as the weight was great, and made greater by the 
Fall, it beat me dow: 1, and laid me dead for 
while; nor did the People concren themſelves ck 
to deliver me from it, or to recover me at all; but 
I lay like one Dead aud neglected a good while z till 
Ome b: ody going to remove the Bed out of the way, 
helped me up; it was indeed a wonder the People 
in the Houſe had | uot thrown other Goods out atter 

„and wiich might have fallen upon it, and then 
1 had been evira! 1 kill'd; but I was reſerved for 
further Afflictions. 

THis Accident however ſpoild my Market for 
that time, and I came Home to my G verneſs wy 
much hurt, and Pig! ted, and it was a good WI 
before { he could let me upon my Feet again. 

IT was now a Merry time of the Year, and Bar- 
tholomew Fair was begun; I had never made any 
Walks that Wan, nor was the Fair of much Ad- 
vantage tome; bat et took a turn this frog unto the 
Cloiſters, and t J fell into one of th Raffling 
Shops It was a 5 10s of no great N ence to 
me, but there came à Gentleman extreamly well 
Dreis d, and very Rich, and as tis frequent to tal 


to every Body in thoſe Shops he an; ngl'd me out. and 
Was very Pa Tticular wit 


we 
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ſmall matter coming to bis Lot, he preſented it to 
me, I think it was a Feather \ Muff: Then he con- 
tinu'd to keep talking to me with a more than com- 
mon Appearance of Reſpect; but {till very civil 
and much like a Gentleman. 

He held me in talk fo long till at laſt he drew me 
out of the Raſfling Place to the S$hop-Door, aud 
then to take a walk in the Cloiſter, ſtill talking of 
a Thouſand things Curſorily without any thing to 

the purpoſe ; at laſt he told me that he was charm'd 
with my Company, and ask d me it I durſt truſt 
myſelf in a Coach with him; he told me he was a 
Man of honour, and would not offer any thing to 
me unbecoming him: I ſeent'd to decline it a while, 
but ſuffer'd myſelf to be importun'd a little, and 
then yielded. 

I Was at a loſs in my Thoug'its to conclude at 
firſt what this Gentleman deſign'd; but I found af- 
terward he had had ſome drink in his Head; and that 
he was not very unwilling to have ſome more: He 
carried me to the Spring Garden, at Knight Bridge, 
where we walk'd in the Gardens, and he Treated 
me very handſomely; but I found he drank free ly, 
he preſs*'d me alſo to drink, vat 1 Jechn'd it. 

HiTyerTo he kept his Word with me, and of- 
fer d me not! ing amiſs; we came away in the 
Coach again, and he brought me into the Streets 
and | by this time it was near Tena Clock at Nigit, 
wnen he ſtop'd the Coach at a Houſe, where it ſ-ems 
ne was acquainted, and where they made no ſcruple 
to ſhow us up Stairs into a Room with a Bed in it; 
at firſt I ſcem d to beunwiling to go up, Hut after 
a few Words, I yiclded to that 00, being indeed 
willing to ſee the Eud of it, and 1 in Hopes to make 
 lomcthing of it at laſt; as for the Bed, Cc. I 
Was not wach concern d about tiat Part. 

Here he began to be a little ireer with me than 
he had promis . and I by little and little yielded 
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to every thing, ſo that in a Word, he did what he 
pleas'd with me; Tneed ſay no more: All this while 
he drank freely too, and abont One in the Morning 
we went into the Coach again: The Air, and the 
making of the Coach made the Drink get more up 
in his Head, and he grew uneaſy, and was for act- 
ing over again, what he had been doing be- 
fore; but as I thought my Game new ferure, I re- 
fiſted, and brought him to be little ſtill, which 
had not laſted five Minutes, but he fell faſt aſleep. 

I Too xk this opportunity to ſearch him to a Ni- 
cety ; I took a gold Watch, with a filk Purſe of 
Gold, his fine full bottom Perrewig, and filver 
fring'd Gloves, his Sword, and fine Snuff-box, and 
gently opening te Coach-door, ſtood ready to jump 
out while the Coach was going on; but the Coach 
ſtopping in the narrow Strect beyond Jemple Bar 
to let another Coach paſs, I g't ſoftly out, faſten d 
the Door again, and gave my Gentleman and the 
Coach the {lip together. 

TH1s was an Adventure indeed unlk ok'd for, and 
perfectly undeſign'd by me; tho Iwas not fo paſt the 
Merry part of Life, as to forget how ro behave, 
when a Fop fo blinded by his Appetite ſhould : ot 
krow an old Woman from a young : I did not in- 
deed liok ſo old as I was by ten or twelve ear; 
yet I was not a young Wench cf Seventeen, and it 
was eaſie enough to be diſtingmth'd : There is no- 
thing ſo abſurd, ſo ſurfeiting, fo ridiculons as a 
Man heated by Wine im his Head, and a wicked 
Guſt in his Inclinat ion together; he is in the poſſeſ- 
ſion of two Devils at once, and can no more go— 
vern himſel by his Reaſon than a Mill can Grind 
wit! out Water; Vice tramples upon all tiat was 
in him chat had any good in it; nay, his very Senſe 
3s blinded by its own Rage, and he acts Abſardi- 
ties even in his View; ſuch is Drinking more, when 
he is Drunk already; picking wp. a common Wo- 
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man, without any regard to what ſheis, or who ſhe is; 
whether Sonnd or Rotten, Clean or Unclean; wie- 
ther Ugly or Handſome, Old or Young, and fo blind- 
ed, as not really todiſtu guiſn; ſuch a Man is worſe 
than Lunatick; prompted by his vicious Head he no 
more knows what he is doing, than this Wretch of 
mine knew when I pick d his Pocket of his Watch 
and his Purſe of Gold. 

THESE are the Men of whom Solomon ſays, they 
go like an Ox to the ſlaughter, till a Dart ſtrikes through 
their Liver, an admirable Deſcription, by the way, 
of the foul Diſeaſe, which is a poiſonous dead! 
Contagion mingling with the Blood, whoſe Center 
or Fountain is in the Liver; from whence, by the 
ſwift Circulation of the whole Maſs that dread- 
ful nauceous Plague ſtrikes immediately thro' his 
Liver, and his Spirits are infected, his Vitals ſtab'd 
thro' as with a Dart. 

Ir is true this poor unguarded Wretch was in no 
Danger from me, tho' Iwas greatly apprehenſive at 
firſt, what Danger I might be in from him; but he 
was really to be pitycd in one reſpect that he 
ſeem'd to be a geod fort of a Man in himſelf; a 
Gentleman that had no harm in his Deſign; a Man 
of Senſe, and of a fine Behaviour; a comely hand- 
ſome Perſon, a ſober and ſolid Conntenance, a charm- 
ing beautiful Face, and every thing that cou'd be 
agreeable; only had unhappily had ſome Drink the 
Nig'1t before; had not been in Bed, as he told me 
when we were together; was hot, and his Blood 
fir'd with Wine, and in t at Condition his Reaſon 
as it were aſl-ep, had given him up. 

As for me, my Buſineſs was nis Money, and 
what I coul i make of iim, and after that if I could 
have found out auy way to have done it, I would 
have ſent him ſafe home to his Houſe, and to his 
Family, for twas ten to one but he had an honeſt 
virtuous Wife, and innocent Children, that were 
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anxious for his Safety, and would have been glad to 


have gotten him Home, and have taken care of him, 
till he was reſtor'd to himſelf; and then with what 
Shame and Regret would he look back upon him+ 
ſelf? how would he reproach himſelf with aſſociatin 

himſelf with a Whore ? pick d up in the worſt of all 
Holes, the Cloiſter, among the Dirt and Filth of 
the Town? how wovl{ he be trembling for fear he 
had got the Pox, for fear a Dart had ſtruck through 


his Liver, aad hate himſelf every time he look d 


back up en the Madneſs and Brutality of his De- 
bauch ? how would he, if he had any Principles of 
Honour, abhor the Ihonght of giving any ill Di- 
ſtemper, if he had it, as for ought he knew he might, 
to his Modeſt and Victuous Wife, and thereby ſow- 
ing the Contagion in the Life-blood of his Poſterity ? 

Wov LD ſuch Gentlemen but conſider the con- 
temptible Thoughts which the very Women they are 
concern d with, in ſuch Cafes as theſe, have of them, 
it wou'd be a ſurfeit totiem: As J ſaid above, they 
value not the Pleaſure, they are rais'd by no In- 
clination to the Man, the paſlive Jade thinks of no 
Pleaſure but the Money; and when he is as it were 
drunk in the Extaſies of his wicked Fleaſnre, her 
Hands are in his Pockets for what the can find there; 
and of which he can no more be fenfible in the Mo- 
ment of his Folly, than he can fore-think of it 
when he goes about it. 

IKNnzw a Woman that was ſo dezterous with a 
Fellow, who indeed deſerv'd no better uſage, that 
while he was buſie with her another way, convey'd 
his Purſe with twenty Guincas in it out of his Fols 
Pocket, where he had put it for fear of her, and 
put another Purſe with guilded Counters in it into 
the room of it: After he had done, he ſays to her, 
now han't you pick d my Focket ? ſhe jeſted with 
him, and told him ſhe ſappos'd he had not much to 
looſe; he put his Hand to his Fob, and with his 

Fingers 


= ® 44 .., ak * nn OY 


i 1 «CC. 4 ac ls 


( 239 ) 
Fingers felt that hie 5 — was there, which fully 
ſatisfy'd him, and fo ſhe bronght off his * 
and this was a Trade with her, ſhe kept a ham 
Gold Watch, and a Purſe of Counters in her Pocket 
to be ready on ali ſuch Occaſions z and I doubt not 
- praCtis'd it with Succels, 

I CaME Home with this laſt Booty to my Go- 
verneſs, and really when I told her et! 1e Story, it ſo 
affected her, that ſhe was hardly able to forbear 
Tears, to think how ſach a Gentleman run a Call 
Riſque of being undone, every Time a Glaſs of Wine 
got into his Head. 

Bur as to the Purchaſe I got, and how entirely 1 
ſtrip'd him, ſhe told me it pleated her wonderfully ; 
nay, Child, Jays ſhe, the Ulage may, for ought 1 
know, do more to reſorm bim, than all the Germans 
that ever he will hear in his Lite, and if the Re- 
mainder of the Story be true, {o it did. 

I FouND the next Day ſhe was wonderful Inqui- 
ſitive about this Gentleman; the Deſcription I gave 
her of him, his Dreſs, his Perſon, his Face, all 
concurr'd to make her think of a Gentleman whoſe 
Character {he knew, the mud a while, and I go- 
ing on in the Particulars, ſays he, J lay a Hundred 
Pound I know tie Man. 

I AM forry if you do, ſays J forT would not have 
kim expos «> on any Account in the World; he as 
had Injury enough already, and L would not be in» 
ſtrumental to do him any more: No, no, ſays „be, I 
will do him no Injury, b ut you my jet me ſatisfy 
my Curioſity a little, for if it is he, I warant you 

I find it out; I was a little ſtar led | at th at, and I 
told her with an apparent Concern in my Face, that 
by the ſame Rule he might find me out, and then 
I was undone: She retur d wat ly, W by; do you 
think I will betray you, Child? No 0, no, ſays. ' ſhe, 
not for all he is worth in the World; I hav: kept 
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your Counſel in worſe Things than theſe, ſure you 
may truſt me in this: So I ſaid no more. 
SRE laid her Scheme another way, and without 
acquainting me with it, but ſhe was reſolv'd to find 
it out; ſo {he goes to a certain Friend of hers who 


was acquainted in the Family that ſhe gueſs'd at, 


and told her ſhe had ſome extraordinary Buſineſs 
with ſuch a Gentleman, (who by the way was no leſs 
than a Baronet, and of a very good Family) and 
that ſhe knew not how to come at him without 
Tomebody to introduce her: Her Friend promis'd her 
readily to do it, and accordingly goes to the Houſe 
to ſee if the Gentleman was in Town. : 

THE next Day ſhe comes to my Governeſs and 
tells her, that Sir —— was at Home, but that he 
had met with a Diſaſter and was very ill, and there 
was no ſpeaking to him; what Diſaſter, ſays my Go- 
verneſs Haſtily, as if the was ſurpriz'd at it? Why, ſays 
her Friend, he had been at Hampſtead to Viſit a 
Gentleman of his Acquaintance, and as he came 
back again he was ſet upon and Robb'd! and have- 
ing got a little Drink too, as they ſuppoſe, the 
Rogues abus'd him, and he is very ill: Robb'd! ſays 
my Governeſs, and what did they take from him ; 
why, ſays ber Friend, they took his Gold Watch, 
and his Gold Snuft-box, his fine Perriwig, and what 
Money he had in his Pocket, which was conſiderable 
to be ſure, for Sir — never goes without a Purſe 


of Guineas about him. 


Ps HAW! ſays my old Governeſs Feering, T warrant 
you, he has got Dru k now and got a Whore, and 
ſhe has pick'd his Pocket, and ſo he comes Home to 
his Wife and tells ber he has been robb'd; that's an 
old Sham, a thouſand ſuch Tricks are put upon the 
Por Wogen cove. y Dav. | 

Fyr, ſays her Friend, I find you don't know Sir 
, why, he is as Civil a Gentleman, there is not 2 
finer Man, nor a ſoberer, modcſter Perſon in the 

WIC 
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whole City; he abhors ſuch things, there's no Bo- 
dy that knows him will think ſuch a thing of him: 


Well, well, ſays my Governeſs, that's none of my Bu- 
ſineſs, if it was, I warrant I ſhould find there was 


ſomething of that in it; your modeſt Men in com- 


mon Opinion are ſometimes no better than other 


People, only they keep a better Character, or if 


you pleaſe, are the better Hypocrites. 


No, no, ſays her Friend, J can aſſure Sir — is 


no Hypocrite, he is really an honeſt ſober Gentle- 
man, and he has certainly been Robb'd: Nay, ſays 
my Governeſs, it may be he has, it is no Buſineſs 
of mine I tell you; I only want to ſpeak with him, 
my Buſineſs is of another Nature; but, ſays ber 
Friend, let your Buſineſs be of what nature it will, 
you cannot {-e him yet, for he is not fit to be ſeen, 
for he is very ill, and bruis'd very much: Ay, ſays 
my Governeſs, nay then he has fallen into bad Hands 
to be ſure; and then ſhe ask'd gravely, pray where 
is he bruiſed > Why 1n his Head, ſays her Friend, 
and one of his Hands, and his Face, for they us'd 
him barbarouſly, Poor Gentleman, ſays my Gover- 
eſs, I muſt wait then till he recovers, and adds, I 
hope it will not be long. 

Aw ay ſhecomes to me and tells me this Story, 
L have found out your fine Gentleman, and a fine 
Gentleman he was, ſays ſhe, but, Mercy on him, he 
is in a {ad pickle now, I wonder what the D—1yor 
have done io him; why you havealmoſt kilFd him: 
I lock d at her with diſorder enough; I kill'd him! 
ſays IJ you muſt miſtake the Perſon, I am ſure I did 
nothing to him, he was very well when I left him, 
ſaid T, only drunk and faſt aſleep; I know nothing 
of that, ſays ſhe, but he is in a ſad pickle now, and 
ſo the told me all that her Friend had faid : Well 
then, ſays I, he fell into bad Hands after I left him, 
for I left him ſafe enough. ws 
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ABovuT ten Days after, my Governeſs goes again 
to her Friend, to introduce her to this Gentleman; 
ſhe had enquir'd otherways in the mean time, and 
found that he was about again, ſo ſhe got leave to 
ſpeak with him. 

SHE was a Woman of an admirable Addrefs, and 
wanted no Body to introduce her; ſhe told her 
Tale much better than J ſhall be able to tell it for 
her, for ſhe was Miſtreſs of her Tongue, as I ſaid 
already: She told him that ihe came, tho' a Stran- 
ger, with a ſingle deſign of doing him a Service, 
and he ſhould find ſhe had no other End it; that as 
the came purely on ſo Friendly an Account, ſhe 
beg'd a promiſe from him, that if he did not accept 
what ſhe ſhould officiouſly propoſe, he would not 
take it ill, that ſhe meddI'd with what was not her 
Buſineſs ; ſhe aſſur'd him that as what ſhe had to 
ſay was a Secret that belong'd to him only, ſo whe- 
ther he accepted her offer or not, it ſhould remain 
a Secret to all the World, unleſs he expos'd it him- 
ſelf; nor ſhould his refuſing her Service in it, make 
her ſo little ſhow her Reſpect, as to do him the 
leaſt Injury, fo that he ſhould be entirely at liberty 

to act as he thought fit. 

HE look'd very ſhy at firſt, and ſaid he knew 
nothing that related to him that requir'd much ſe- 
crelie , that he had never done any Man any wrong, 
and car d not what any Body might jay of him; 
that it was no part of his Character to be unjuſt to 
any Body, nor could he imagine in what any Man 
cou'd render him any Service; but that if it was as 
the ſaid, he could not take it ill from any one that 
they ſhould endeavour to ſerve him; and fo, as it 
were, left her at liberty either tv tell him, or not to 
tell him, as the thought fit. 

SHE found him fo perfectly indifferent, that ſhe 
was almoſt afraid to enter into the point with him; 
but however, after ſome other Circumlocutions, _ 
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told him, that by a ſtrange and unaccountable Ac- 
cident ſhe came to have a particular knowledge of 
the late unhappy Adventure he had fallen into ; 
and that in ſuch a manner, that there was no Body 
in the World but herſelf and him, that were acquaint- 
ed with it, no not the very Perſon that was with him. 

He look'd a little angrily at firſt, what Adven- 
ture? ſaid he; why, Sir, ſaid ſhe, of your being 
Robb'd coming from Anightsby —, Hampſtzad, Sir, I 
ſhould ſay, ſays ſhe ; be not ſurpris'd, Sir, ſays ſbe, 
that Iam able to tell you every ſtep you took that 
Day from the Cloyſter in Smithfield, to the Spring- 
Garden at Amghtsbridge, and thence to the — in 
the Strand, and how you were left aſleep in the 
Coach afterwards ; I ſay let not this ſurprize you, 
for Sir I do not come to make a Booty of you, I ask 
nothing of you, and I aſſure you the Woman that 
was with you knows nothing who you are, and ne— 
ver ſhall; and yet perhaps I may ſerve you far er 
ſtill, for I did not come barely to let you know, 
that T was inform'd of theſe things, as if I wanted 
a Bribe to conceal them; aſſure your ſelf, Sir, ſaid 
ſhe, that whatever you think fit to do or lay to me, 
it ſhall be all a ſecret as it is, as much as 1: I were 
in my Grave. 

HE was aſtoniſh'd at her Diſcourſe, and ſaid 
gravely to her, Madam, you are a Stranger to me, 
but it is very unfortunate. that you ſhould be let 
into the Secret of the worſt action ot my Life, and a 
thing that Jam juſtly aſham'd of, in which the only ſa- 
tisfaction I had was, that Ithougꝭ t it was known only 
to God and my own Conſcience: Pray, Sir, jays ſbe, 
do not reckon the Diſcovery of it to me, to be any 
part of your Misfortune; it was-a ing, 1 beli ve, 
you were ſurpriſed into, and perhaps the Women 
ud ſome Art to prompt you to it; however, ycu 
will never find any juſt Cauſe, faid joe, to repent 
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that I came to hear of it ; nor can your Mouth be 
more ſilent in it than I have been, and ever ſhall be. 

WELL, ſays he, but let me do ſome Juſtice to the 
Woman too, whoever ſhe is, I do aſſure you ſhe 
prompted me to nothing, {he rather declin'd me; it 
was my own Folly and Madneſsthat brought me in- 
to it all, ay and brought her into it too; I muſt 
give her her due ſo far: As to what ſhe took from 
me, I cou'd expect no leſs from her in the condition I 
was in, and to this Hour I know not whether ſhe Rob- 
bed me or the Coachman; if ſhe did it I forgive her, I 
think all Gentlemen that do ſo, ſhould be us'd in the 
fame manner; but I am more concern'd for ſome o- 
ther things, than I am for all that ſhe took from me. 

My Governeſs now began to come into the whole 
matter, and he open'd himſelf freely to her; firſt, 
The ſaid to him, in anſwer to what he had ſaid about 
me, I am glad Sir you are ſo juſt to the Perſon 
that you were with; I aſſure you ſhe is a Gentle- 
woman, and no Woman of the Town ; and how- 


ever you prevail d with her as you did, Iam ſure - 


tis not her Practiſe , you run a great venture in- 


deed, Sir, but if that be part of you Care, you may 


be perfectly eaſie, for I do aſſure you no Man has 
touch'd her, before you, ſince her Husband; and 
he has been dead now almoſt eight Year. 

IT appear d that this was his Grievance, and that 
he was in a very great fright about it; however, 
when my Governeſs ſaid this to him, he appeared ve- 
ry well pleas'd; and ſaid, well, Madam, to be plain 
with you, if I was ſatisfy'd of that, I ſhould not 
fo much value what I loſt; for as to that, the 'Temp: 
tation was great, and perhaps ſhe was poor and 
wanted it: If ſhe had not been poor Sir ſays be, I 
aſſure you ſhe would never have yielded to yon; 
and as her Poverty firſt prevail'd with you to let 
you do as you did, ſo the ſame Poverty prevail'd 


with her to pay her ſelf at laſt, when ſhe ſaw you 
ny was 
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was in ſuch a Condition, that if ſhe had not done 
it, perhaps the next Coachman or Chair-man might 
have done it more to your Hurt. | 

WELL, ſays he, much good may it do her; I ſay 
again, all the Gentlemen that do fo, ought to be 
us'd in the ſame manner, and then they would be 
cautious of themſelves ; I have no more concern a- 
bout it, but on the ſcore which you hinted at before: 
Here he entred into fome freedoms with her on the 
Subject of what paſs'd between us, which are not 
ſo proper for a Woman to write, and the great Ter- 
ror that was upon his Mind with relation to his 
Wife, for fear ſhe ſhould have receiv'd any Injury 
from me, and ſhould communicate it farther z and 
ask'd her at laſt if ſhe cou'd not procure him an 
opportunity to ſpeak with me; my Governeſs gave 
him farther aſſurances of my being a Woman clear 
from any ſuch thing, and that he was as entirely 
{afe in that reſpe&, as he was with his own Lady; 
but as for ſeeing me, ſhe ſaid it might be of dangerous 
Conſequence ; but however, that ſhe would talk 
with me, and let him know; endeavouring at the 
ſame time to perſwade him not to deſire it, and that 
it cou'd be of no Service to him; ſeeing ſhe hop'd 
he had no defire to renew the Correſpondence, and 
that on my account it was a kind of putting my 
Life in his Hands. 

He told her, he had a great deſire to ſee me, that 
he would give her any aſſurances that were in his 
Power, not to take any Advantages of me, and that 
in the firſt place he would give me a general releaſe 
from all Demands of any kind; ſhe inſiſted how it 
miglit tend to farther divulging the Secret, and 
might be injurious to him, entreating him not to 
preſs for it, ſo at length he deſiſted. | 
Ine had ſome Diſcourſe upon the Subject of the 
things he had loſt, and he Gem'd to be very deſi- 
rous of his Gold Watch, and told her if ſhe cou'd 

R 3 Pro- 


— . 8 — 


g — . 
oe "_ 
"MM Py tons — — 
Rr 
8 4 — 


r 


— — — 
IE > 


3 mm ng nr = Hs oe Pre: 
we Aba 5 Nr - 
22 9 — 
7 * * 
0 8 : 4 * — 
APES KS or 


_ "4 
1 
n 4 1 

— 
f 
1 3} 
* 1 
Hy | 
K 4 4 

LP 

: 

. 

A 

: 

*. 

55 
as 


( 246 ) 


procure that for him, he would willingly give as 


much for it, as it was worth, ſhe told him ſhe 
would endeavour to procure it for him and leave the 
valuing it to himſelf. 

ACCORDINGLY the next Day ſhe carried the 
Watch, and he gave her 30 Guineas for it, which 
was more than I ſhould have been able to make of 
it, tho' it ſeems it coſt much more; he ſpoke ſome- 
thing of his Perriwig, which it ſeems coſt him three- 
ſcore Guineas, and his Snuff-box, and in a few Days 
more, ſhe carried them too; which oblig'd him ve- 

much, and he gave her Thirty more, the next 
Day I ſent him his fine Sword, and Cane Gratis, and 
demanded nothing of him, but had no mind to ſee 
him, unleſs he might be ſatisfy'd I knew who he was, 
which he was not willing to. 

TxeN he entered into a long Talk with her of the 
manner how ſhe came to know all this matter; the 
form'd a long Tale of that part ; how ſhe had it 
from one, that I had told the whole Story to, and 
that was to help me diſpoſe of the Goods; and this 
Confident brought Things to her, ſhe being by 
Profeſſion a Pawn-Broker , and ſhe hearing of his 
Worſhip's diſaſter, gueſs'd at the thing in general; 
that having gotten the Things into her Hands, ſhe had 
reſolv d to come and try as ſhe had done: She then 
gave him repeated Aſſurances that it ſhould never 
go out of her Mouth, and tho' ſhe knew the Woman 
very well, yet ſhe had not let her know, meaning 
Me, any thing of who the Perſon was, which by the 
way was falſe; but however it was not to his Dam- 
age, for I neveropen'd my Mouth of it to any Body. 

IHA p a great many Thoughts in my Head a- 
bout my ſeeing him again, and was often ſorry that 
I had refus'd it; I was perſwaded that if I had ſeen 
nim, and let him know that I knew him, I ſhould 
nave made ſome Advantage of him, and perhaps 
have bed ſome Maintenance from him; and tho? 
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it was a Life wicked enough, yet it was not ſo full 
of Danger as this I was ingag*d in: However thoſe 
Thoughts wore off, and I declin'd ſeeing him again, 
for that Time; but my Governeſs ſaw him often, 
and he was very kind to her, giving her ſomething 
almoſt every time he ſaw her; one time in particu- 
ſhe found him very Merry, and as ſhe thought he 
had ſome Wine in his Head then, and he preſs'd her 
again to let him ſee that Woman, that, as be ſaid, 
had bewitch'd him fo that Night; my Governels, 
who was from the Beginning for my ſeeing him, told 
him, he was ſo deſirous of it, that ſhe could almoſt 
yield to it, if ſhe could prevail upon me; addin 
that if he would pleaſe to come to her Houſe in the 
Evening, ſhe would endeavour it, upon his repeated 
Aſſurances of forgetting what was paſt. 

ACCoRDINGLY ſhe came to me and told me all 
the Diſcourſe ; in ſhort, ſhe ſoon byaſs'd me to con- 
ſent, in a Caſe which I had ſome regret in my Mind 
for declining before; fo I prepar'd to ſee him; I 
dreſs'd me to all the Advantage poſſible I aflure you, 


and for the firſt time us'd a little Art, I ſay for 


the firſt Time, for I had never yielded to the baſe- 
neſs of Paint before, having always had Vamity 
enough to believe I had no need of it. 
Ar the Hour appointed he came; and as ſhe ob- 
ſerv'd before, ſo it was plain ſtill, that he had been 


drinking, tho' very far from what we call being in 


Drink: He appear'd exceeding pleaſs'd to ſee me, and 
enter'd into a long Diſcourſe with me, upon the old 
Affair; I beg'd his Pardon very often, for my Share 
of it, proteſted I had not any ſuch Deſign when 
firſt I met him, that I had not gone out with him, 
but that I took him for a very civil Gentleman, and 
that he made me ſo many Promiſes of offering no 
Uncivility to me. 
Hr alledg'd the Wine he drank, and that he ſcarce 
knew what he did, and that if it hednot been ſo, he 
R 4 ſhould 
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ſhould never have taken the freedom with me he 
had done: Heproteſted to me that he never touch'd 
any Woman but me, ſince he was marry'dto his Wife, 
and it was a Surprize upon him; Complimented me 
upon being ſo particularly agreeable to him, and the 
like, and talk'd ſo much of that kind, till IJ found 
he had talk'd himſelf almoſt into a Temper to do the 
thing again : But I took him up ſhort, I proteſted 
I had never ſuffer d any Man to touch me ſince my 
Husband died, which was near eight Lear; he ſaid 
he believ'd it; and added, that Madam, had inti- 
mated as much to him, and that it was his Opinion 
of that part which made him deſire to ſee me again; 
and ſince he had once broken in upon his Virtue with 
me, and found no ill Conſequences, he could be ſafe 
in venturing again; and ſo in ſhort he went on, to 
what I expected, and to what will not bear relating. 
Mx old Governneſs had foreſeen it, as well as I, 
and therefore led him into a Room which had not a 
Bed in it, and yet had a Chamber within it, which 
had a Bed, whether we withdrew for the reſt of the 
Night, and in ſhort, after ſome time being together ; 
he went to Bed, and lay there all Night, I with- 
drew, but came again undreſs'd before it was Day, 
and lay with him the reſt of the Time. 
Thus you ſee having committed a Crime once, 
is a fad Handle to the committing of it again; all 
the Reflections wear off when the Temptation re- 
news it ſelf, had I not yielded to ſee him again, 
the corrupt Deſire in him had worn off, and tis ve- 
ry probable he had never fallen into it, with any 
Body elſe, as I really believe he had not done before. 
WR EN he went away, I told him I hop'd he was 


fatisfy'd he had not been robb'd again; he told me 


he was fully ſatisfy'd in that Point; and putting 
his Hand in his Pocket gave me five Guineas, which 
was the firſt Money I had gain'd that way for many 
Years, | 
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I Ha ſveral Viſits of the like Kind from him, but 
he never came into a ſettled way of Maintenance, 
which was what I would have been beſt pleas'd with: 


Once, indeed, he ask'd me how I did to live, I an- + 
ſwer'd him pretty quick, that I aſſur'd him Thad ne- 
ver taken that - Courſe that I took with him; but 
that indeed I work'd at my Needle, and could juſt 
Maintain my ſelf, that ſometimes it was as much as 


T was able to do, and I ſhifted hard enough. 


He ſeem'd to reflect upon himſelf, that he ſhould 
be the firſt Perſon to lead me into that, which he 
aſſur*d me he never intended to do himſelf; and it 
touch'd him a little, he ſaid, that he ſhould be the 


Cauſe of his own Sin, and mine too: He would of- 


ten make juſt Reflections, alſo upon the Crime itſelf, | 
and upon the particular Circumſtances of it, with 


reſpect to himſelf, how Wine introduc'd the Incli- 


nations, how the Devil led him to the Place, and 


found out an Obje& to tempt him, and he made the 
Moral always himſelf. 


Wu x theſe Thoughts were upon him, he would 


go away, and perhaps not come again in a Months 
time or longer; but then as the ſerious Part wore 


off, the lewd Part would wear in, and then he came 


prepar'd for the wicked Part; thus we liv'd for ſome 
Time; tho' he did not KERN, as they call it, yet 
he never fail'd doing things that were handſome, 
and ſufficient to maintain me without Working, and 
which was better, without following my old Trade. 

Bur this Affair had its End too; for after about 


a Year, I found that he did not come fo often as uſu- 


al, and at laſt he left it off altogether without any 
Diſlike, or bidding adieu; and fo there was an End 
of that ſhort Scene of Life, which added no great 
Store to me, only to make more Work for Repen- 

tance, | 
DvzI1nG this Interval, I confin'd my ſelf pretty 
much at Home; at leaſt being thus provided 3 
made 
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made no Adventures, no not for a Quarter of a Year 


after; but then finding the Fund fail, and being 
loath to ſpend upon the main Stock, I began to think 
of my old Trade, and to look abroad into the Street; 
and my firſt Step was lucky enough. 

I Hap dreſs'd myſelf up in a very mean Habit, for 
as I had ſeveral Shapes to appear in, I was now in an 
ordinary Stuff Gown, a blue Apron and a Straw 
Hat; and I plac'd myſelf at the Door of the three 
Cups Inn in St. Fohn's-Street: There were ſeveral 
Carriers us'd the Inn, and the Stage Coaches for 
Barnet, for loteridge, and other Towns that Way, 


_ Rood always in the Street, in the Evening, when 
they prepar'd to ſet out; ſo that I was ready for 
any thing that offer'd : The Meaning was this, Peo- 


ple come frequently with Bundles and ſmall Parcels 
to thoſe Inns, and call for ſuch Carriers, or Coackes 
as they want; to carry them into the Country ; 
and there generally attends Women, Porter's Wives, 
or Daughters, ready to take in ſuch things for the 
People that employ them. 

IT happen'd very odly that I was ſtanding at the 
Inn-Gate, and a Woman that ſtood there before, and 
which was the Porter's Wife belonging to the Barnet 
Stage Coach, having obſerv'd me, ask'd if I waited 
for any of the Coaches; I told her yes, I waited for 
my Miftreſs, that was coming to go to Barnet; ſhe 
ask d me who was my Miſtreſs, and I told her any 
Madam's Name that came next me; but it ſeem'd 
I happen d upon a Name, a Family of which Name 
liv'd at Hadly near Barnet. 

I SAID no more to her, or ſhe to me a good 
while, but by and by, ſome Body calling her at a 
Door a little way off, ſhe deſir'd me that if any Bo- 
dy call'd for the Barnet Coach, I would ſtep and call 
12? at the Houſe, which it ſeems was an Alc- houſe; 
i faid yes, very readily, and away the went. 6 
| | HE 
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SHE was no ſooner gone; but comes a Wench 
and a Child, puffing and ſweating, and asks for the 
Barnet Coach, I an{wer'd preſently, here. Do you 
belong to the Barnet Coach? ſays ſhe. Yes, Sweet- 
heart, ſaid I, What do you want? I want Room for 
two Paſſengers, ſays ſhe, Where are they Sweet- 
heart? ſaid J. Here's this Girl, pray let her go in- 
to the Coach, ſays ſhe, and I'll go and fetch my Miſ- 
treſs ; make haſte then Sweet-heart, ſays J, for we 
may be full elſe. The Maid had a great Bundle un- 
der her Arm; ſo ſhe put the Child into the Coach 
and I faid, you had beſt put your Bundle into the 
Coach too; No, ſaid ſhe, I am afraid ſome Body 
ſhould {lip it away from the Child; give it me then, 
ſaid I, take it then, fays ſhe, and be ſure you take 
Care of it; Ill anſwer for it, ſaid J, if it were 
Twenty Pound vallue, There take it then, ſays ſhe, 
and away ihe goes. 

As ſoon as I got the Bundle, and the Maid was 
out of Sight, I goes on towards the Ale-houſe, where 
the Porter's Wife was, ſo that if IJ had met her, Thad 
then only been going to give her the Bundle and to 
call her to her Buſineſs, as if I was going away, and 
could ſtay no longer; but as I did not meet her I 
walk'd away, and turning into Charter-houſe- Lane, 
made oft thro* Charter-houſe-Tard, into Long Lane, 
then into Bartholomew-Cloſe, fo into Little Britain, 
and thro' the Blue-Coat- Hoſpital, to Newgate Street. 

To prevent being known, I pull'd off my blue 
Apron, and wrapt the Bundle in it, which was made 
up in a Piece of painted Callico; I alſo wrapt up 
my Straw Hat in it, and ſo put the Bundle upon my 
Head; and it was very well, that I did thus, for com- 
ing thro” the Blue-Coat-Hoſpital, who ſhould I meet 
but the Wench, that had given me the Bundle to 
hold, it ſeems {he was going with her Miſtreſs, who 
Ihe had been to fetch to the Barnet Coaches, 
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I Saw ſhe was in haſt, and I had no Bnſineſs to 
ſtop her; ſo away ſhe went, and I brought my 
Bundle ſafe to my Governeſs; there was no Mo- 
ney, Plate, or Jewels in it; but a very good Suit of 
Indian Damask, a Gown and Petticoat, a lac'd Head 
and Ruffles of very good Flanders Lace, and ſome 
other Things, ſuch as I knew very well the Value of. 

TH1s was not indeed, my own Invention, but 
was given me by one that had practis'd it with Suc- 
ceſs, and my Governeſs lik d it extreamly; and in- 
deed, I try'dit again ſevcral times, tho' never twice 
near the ſame Place; for the next time I try d in 
White Chappel, juſt by the Corner of P-tti-Coat- Lane, 
where the Coaches ſtand that go out to Sratford and 
Bow, and that Side of the Country; and another 


time at the Flying-Horſe without Biſhopſgate, where 


the Cheſton Coaches then lay, and I had always the 
good Luck to come of with ſme Booty. 
ANOTHER time I placed myſelf at a Warehouſe 


by the Waterſide, where the Coaſting Veſſels from 


the North come, Inch as New-Caftle upon Tyne, Sunder - 
land, and other Places; here the Warehouſe, being 
ſhut, comes a young Fellow with a Letter; and he 
wanted a Box, and a Hamper that was come from 
New-Caftle upon Tyne, T ask'd him if he had the 
Marks of it, ſo he ſhows me the Letter, by Vertue 
of which he was to ask for 1t, and which gave an 
Account of the Contents, the Box being full of 
Linnen, and the Hamper full of Glaſs-Ware , I read 
the Letter, and took Care to ſee the Name, and the 
Marks, the Name of the Perſon that ſent the Goods, 
and the Name of the Perſon they were ſent to; 
then I bad the Meſſenger come in the Morning, for 
that the Warehouſe-Keeper, would not be there any 
more that Night. 


Away went I, and wrote a Leter from Mr. John 


Richard ſon of New-Caſtle to his dear Couſin Femy 


Cie, in Londox, with an Account that he had 8 * 
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by ſuch a Veſſel, (for I remembered all the Parti- 


culars to a Tittle) ſo many Pieces of Huckaback Lin- 


nen, and ſo many Ells of Datch Holland, and the 
Like, in a Box, and a Hamper of Flint-Glaſſes from 
Mr. Henzill's Glaſs houſe; and that the Box was 
mark'd IC. No I. and the Hamper was directed by 
a Label on the Cording, | | 

ABOUT an Hour after, I came to the Warehouſe, 
found the Warehouſe-Keeper, and had the Goods 
deliver'd me without any Scruple; the Value of 
the Linnen being about 22 Pound. | 

I Coup fill np this whole Diſcourſe with the 
Variety of ſuch Adventures, which daily Invention 
directed to, and which I manag'd with the utmoſt 
Dexterity, and always with Succeſs. 

Ar length, as when does the Pitcher come ſafe 
Home that goes fo often to the Well, I fell into 
ſome Broils, which tho? they could not affect me fa- 
tally, yet made me known, which was the worſt 
_ next to being found Guilty, that could be- 
al me, 


Dreſs; it was without any real Deſign in View, but 


only waiting for any thing that might offer, as I of- 


ten did: It happen'd that while I was going along 


a Street in Covent. Garden, there was a great Cry 
of ſtop Thief, ſtop Thief; ſome Artiſts had it ſeems 
put a Trick upon a Shop-keeper, and being pur- 
ſued, ſome of them fled one way, and ſome another; 


and one of them was, they ſaid, dreſs'd up in Wi- 


dow's Weeds, upon which the Mob gather d about 
me, and ſome ſaid I was the Perſon, others {aid no, 


immediately came the Mercer's Journey-man, and 
he ſwore aloud I was the Perſon, and fo ſeiz d on me 


however, when I was brought back by the Mob to 
the Mercer's Shop, the Maſter of the Houſe ſaid free- 


ly that T was not the Woman; and would have let 


me go immediately; but another fellow ſaid 3 
; ; Y, 


I Har taken up the Diſguiſe of a Widow's 
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Iy, pray ſtay till Mr. ——, meaning the Journeyman, 
comes back, for he knows her, ſo they kept me near 
half an Hour ; they had call'd a Conſtable, and he 
Rood in the Shop as my Jayler; in talking with the 
Conſtable I enquir'd were he liv'd, and what Trade 
he was; the Man not apprehending in the leaſt what 
happen'd afterwards, readily told me his Name, and 
where he liv'd; and told me as a Jeſt, that I might be 
ſure to hear of his Name when I came to the Old- Bayly. 

THE Servants likewiſe us'd me ſaucily, and had 
much ado to keep their Hands off me, the Maſter in- 
deed was civiler to me than they; but he would not 
let me go, tho' he own'd T was in his Shop before. 
I BEGAN to be a little ſurly with him, and 
told him I hop'd he would not take it ill, if J made 
my {elf amends upon him another time; and de- 
ſir'd I might ſend for Friends to ſee me have right 
done: No, he ſaid, he could give no ſuch liberty, I 
might ask it when I came before the Juſtice of Peace, 
and ſeeing I threaten'd him, he would take care of 
me in the mean time, and would lodge me ſafe in 
Newgate : I told him it was his time now, but it 
would be mine by and by, and govern'd my Paſſi- 
on as well as I was able, however, I ſpoke to the 
Conſtable to call me a Porter, which he did, and 
then I call'd for Pen, Ink, and Paper, but they 
would let me have none; I ask'd the Porter his 
Name, and where liv'd, and the poor Man told it 
me very willingly ; I bad him obſerve and remem- 
ber how I was treated there; that he ſaw I was de- 
tain'd there by Force; I told him I thould want 
him in another Place, and it ſhould not be the 
worſe for him to ſpeak ; the Porter ſaid he would 
ſerve me with all his Heart; but, Madam, fays he, 
let me hear them refuſe to let you go, then I may 
be able to ſpeak the plainer. | 

WIr k that, I ſpoke aloud to tie Maſter of the 
Shop, and ſaid, Sir, you know in your own Con- 

| ſcience 
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ſcience that Jam not the Perſon you look for, and 
that I was not in your Shop before, therefore I de- 
mand that you detain me here no longer, or tell 
me the reaſon of your ſtopping me; the Fellow grew 
ſurlier upon this than before, and ſaid he would do 
neither till he thought fit; very well, ſaid I to the 
Conſtable and to the Porter, you will be pleas'd to 
remember this, Gentlemen, another time; the Por- 
ter ſaid, yes, Madam, and the Conſtable began not 
to like it, and would have perſwaded the Mercer to 
diſmiſs him, and let me go, ſince, as he ſaid, he 
own'd I was not the Perſon ; Good Sir, ſays the Mer- 
cer to him . Tauntingly, are you a Juſtice of Peace, 
or a Conſtable? I charg'd you with her, pray do 
your Duty: The Conſtable told him a little mov'd, 
but very handſomely, I know my Duty, and what I 
am, Sir. I doubt you hardly know what you are doing; 
they had ſome other hard words, and in the mean 
time the Journey-men, impudent and unmanly to 
the laſt degree, uſed me barbarouſly, and one of 
them, the ſame that firſt ſeiz d upon me, pretended 
he would ſearch me, and began to lay Hands on me: 
I ſpit in his Face, call'd out to the Conſtable, and 
bad him take notice of my uſage ; and pray, Mr. 
Conſtable, ſaid I, ask that Villain's Name, pointing 
to the Man; the Conſtable reprov'd him decently, 
told him that he did not know what he did, for he 
knew that this Maſter acknowledg'd I was not the 
Perſon; and ſays the Conſtable, I am afraid your 

Maſter is bringing himſelf and me too into Trouble, 
if this Gentlewoman comes to prove who ſhe is, 

and where ſhe was, and it appears that ſhe is not 

the Woman you pretend to; Dam her, ſays the Fel- 
low again, with an impudent harden'd Face, ſhe is 

the Lady you may depend upon it, III ſwear ſhe is 

the ſame Body that was in the Shop, and that I gave 
the pieces of Satin that is loſt into her own Hand, 
you {hall hear more of it when Mr, V illiam and Mr. 

> Set "Ee Anthony 
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Anthony, thoſe were other Fourneymen, come back, 
they will know her again as well as I. : 
Jus as the inſolent Rogue was talking thus to 
the Conſtable, comes back Mr. Villiam and Mr. An- 
tbony, as he call'd them, and a great Rabble with 
them, bringing along with them the true Widow 
that T was pretended to be; and they came ſweat- 
ing and blowing into the Shop, and with a great 
deal of Triumph dragging the poor Creature in a 
moſt butcherly manner up towards their Maſter, 
who was in the back Shop, and they cry'd out aloud, 
here's the Widow, Sir, we have catch her at laſt ; 
what do ye mean by that, ſays the Maſter, why we 
have her already, there ſhe ſits, and Mr. ſays 
he can ſwear this is ne: The other Man who they 
call'd Mr. Anthony reply'd, Mr. — may ſay what 
he will, and {ſwear what he will, but this is the 
Woman, and there's the Remnant of Sattin ſhe 
Role, I took it out of her Cloaths with my own Hand. 
I Now, began to take a better Heart, but ſmil'd 
and ſaid nothing; the Maſter look'd Pale; the Con- 
ſtable turn'd about and look'd at me; let em alone 
Mr. Conſtable, ſaid I, let em go on; the Caſe was 
plain and could not be denied, fo the Conſtable was 
charg'd with the right Thief, and the Mercer told 
me very civily he was ſorry for the Miftzke, and 
hop'd I would not take it ill; that they had ſo ma- 
ny Things of this nature put upon them every Day, 
that they could not be blam'd for being very ſharp 
in doing themſelves Juſtice : Not take it ill, Sir 
ſaid J, how can I take it well? if you had diſmiſs d 
me when your inſolent Fellow ſeiz'd on me in 
the Street, and brought me to you; and when you 
our ſelf acknowledg'd I was not the Perſon, I wou'd 
cons put it by, and not have taken it ill, becauſe of 
the many ill things I believe you have put upon you 
daily; but your Treatment of me ſince has been 
unſufferable, and eſpecially that of your Servant, 
I muſt and will have Reparation for that. 


THEN 
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Tux he began to parly with me, ſaid he would 
make me any reaſonbale Satisfaction, and null 
fain have had me told him what it was I expected; 
I told him I ſhould not be my own Judge, the Law 
ſhould decide 1t for me, and as I was to be carried 
before a Magiſtrate, I ſhould let him hear there 
what I had to ſay; he told me there was no 
occaſion to go before the Juſtice now, I was at 
liberty to go where I pleaſed, and calling to the 
Conſtable told him, he might let me go, or I was 
diſcharg'd; the Conſtable ſaid calmly to him, Sir, 
you ask d me juſt now, if I knew whether I was a 
Conſtable or a Juſtice, and bad me do my Duty, 
and charg'd me with this Gentlewomai as a Priſo- 
ner; now Sir, I find you do not underſtand what is 


my Duty, for you would make me a Juſtice indeed 


but I muſt tell you it is not in my Power: I may 
keep a Priſoner when 1 am charg'd with him, but 
tis the Law and the Magiſtrate alone that can dif 
charge that Priſoner, therefore tis a Miſtake Sir, 
I muſt carry her before a Juſtice now, whether you 


think well of it or not : The Mercer was very high 


with the Conſtable at firſt, but the Conſtable 


happening to be not a hir'd Officer, but a good 


Subſtantial kind of Man, I think he was a Corn- 
chandler, and a Man of good Senſe ſtood to his 
Buſineſs, would not diſcharge me without going 
to a Juſtice of the Peace, and I inſiſted upon it too: 
When the Mercer ſee that; well, ſays be to the 


Conſtable, you __ carry her where you pleaſe, 


I have nothing to ſay to her; but Sit, ſays the Con- 


table, you will go with us, I hope, for tis you that 


charg'd me with her; no not I, ſays the Mercer, I 
tell you, I have nothing to ſay to her: But pray 
Sir do, ſays the Conſtable, Ideſire it of you for your 


on fake, for the Juſtice can do nothing without 
you: Prithee Fellow, ſays the Mercer, go about 


your Buſineſs, I tell you I have nothing to ſay to 
the Gentlewoman, I charge you in the King's 1 
rk a R x 


e 
to d 'ifruiſs h her: Sir, ſays the Conflable, I find you don't 
krow what it is to be a Conſtable, I beg of you don't 
oblige me to be rude to you : I think I need not, 
you zre rude enough already, ſays the Mercer : No, 
Sir, ſays the Conſtable, Tam not rude, you have broken 
the Peace in brin ing an honeft Woman out of 
the Street, when ſhe was about her lawful Occaſi- 
ons, confining her in your Shop, and ill uſing her 
here by your Servants; and now can ycu ſay! Tam 
rude to you ? I think I am civil to you in not com- 
mandivg you in the King's Name to go with me, 
and charging every Man J ſee, that paſſes your 
Door, to aid and aſſiſt me in carrying you by Force; 
this you know I have power to do, and yet I for- 
bear it, and once more entreat you to go With me : 
Well, be would not for all this, and gave the Con- 
ſtable ill Language: However, the Conſtable kept his 
Temper, and would not be pr ovok” dz and then put 
in and ſaid, come, Mr. Conſtablelet him Alone, Iſhall 
find ways enou oh to fetch him before a Magiftrare, 
I don't fear that; but there's that Fellow, Jays I, he 
was the Man that ſeized on me, as I was inyocently 
Sling along the Strect, and you are a Witneſs of 
his Violence with me ſince, give me leave to charge 
yon with him. and carry him before a Juſtice; yes, 
Madam ſays the Conſe. ible z And turning to the Fel low, 
come youurg Gentleman, fays Ve to the Journeyman, 
you mult go along with us, I hope you are not a- 
bove the Conſtables Power, tho' your Maſter is. 
THE Fellow look*d like | condemn'd Thief, and 
hung back, then look'd at his Maſter, as if he cou'd 
help him ; and he, like a Fool, encourag'd the Fel- 
low to be rule. and he tru ty reliſted, the Conſta- 
ble, and puſh'd him back with a good Force when 
| he went to lay hold on him, at which the Conſtable 
knock'd him down, and call d out for help, im- 
| mediately the Shop was fii1'd with People, and the 
Conſtable ſeiz d the Maſter and Man, and all his 
Srrvams. 
| THz 
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TRꝝ firſt ill Conſequence of this Fray was, that 
the Woman, who was really the Thief, made. off, 
and got clear away in the Crowd; and two others 
that they had ſtop'd alſo, whether they were really 
Guilty or not, that I can ſay nothing to 

By this time ſome of his Neighbours having come 
in, and ſeeing how things went, had endeavqur d 
to bring the Mercer to his Senſes; and he began to 
be convinc d that he was in the wrong; and [O at 
length we went all very quietly before the Juſtice, 
with a Mob of about 5 People at our Heels; 
and all the way we went I could hear the People 
ask what was the matter? and others reply and 
fay, a Mercer had ſtop'd a Gentlewoman 2 
a Thief, and had afterwards taken the Thief, and 
now the Gent lewoman had taken the Mercer, and was 
carrying him before the Juſtice ; this pleas d the 
People ſtrangely, and made the Crowd encreaſe, and 
then cry'd out as they went, which is the Rogue? 
which is the Mercer? and eſpecially the Women, 
then when they ſaw him they cryed out, that's be, 
that's he; and every now and then came a good 
dab of Dirt at him; and thus we march'd a good 
while, till the Mercer thought fit to deſire the Con- 
ſtable to call a Coach to protect himſelf from tae 
Rabble ; ſo we Rode the reſt of the way, the Con- 
ſtable and I, and the Mercer and his Man. 

WHEN we came to the Juſtice, which was an an- 
cient Gentleman in Bloomsbury, the Conſtable gi- 
ving firſt a ſummary account of the Matter, the T, 
ſtice bad me ſpeak, and tell what I had to fay ; 
and firſt he asked my Name, which I was very 
loath to give, but there was no remedy, fo 1 told 
him my Name was Mary Flanders, that I was a 
Widow, my Husband being a Sea Captain, dyed 
on a Voyage to Virginia; and ſome other Carcum- 
ſtances I told, which he cou'd never contradict, and 
tat I lodg'd at preſent in Town, with ſuch a Per- 
| : 8 2 N ſon, 
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ſon; naming my Governeſs; but that I was prepa- 
ring to go over to America, where my Husband's Ef- 
fects lay, and that I was going that Day to buy 
ſome Cloaths to put my ſelf into ſecond Mourning, 
but had not yet been in any Shop, when that Fel 
low, pointing to the Mercer's Journeyman came 
ruſhing upon me with ſuch fury, as very much 
frighted me, and carried me back to his Maſter's 
Shop; where tho" his Maſter acknowledg'd I was 
not the Perſon , yet he would not diſmiſs me, but 
charg'd a Conſtable with me. | 

THEN I proceeded to tell how the Journeyman 
treated me ; how they would not ſuffer me to ſend 
for any of my Friends; how afterwards they found 
the real Thief, and took the Goods they had Loſt 
upon her, and all the particulars as before. 

THEN the Conftable related his Caſe; his Dia- 
logue with the Mercer about Diſcharging me, and 
at laſt his Servants refuſing to go with him, when 
J had Charg'd him with him, and his Maſter en- 
couraging him to do ſo; and at laſt his ſtriking the 
Conſtable, and the like, all as I have told it already. 

Tux Juſtice then heard, the Mercer and his Man; 
the Mercer indeed made a long Harangue of the 
great loſs they have daily by the Lifters and 
Fhrivves that it was eaſy for them to Miſtake, and 
that when he found it, he would have diſmiſs'd me, 
&c. as above, as to the Journeyman he had very 
little to ſay, but that he pretended other of the Ser- 
vants told him, that I was really the Perſon. 
 _Urox the whole, the Juſtice firſt of all told me 
very courteouſly I was diſcharg'd; that he was ve- 
ry ſorry that the Mercer's Man ſhould in his eager 
purſuit have fo little Diſcretion, as to take up an 
innocent Perſon for a guilty ; that if he had not 
been ſo unjuſt as to detain me afterwards ; he be- 
Hev'd I would have forgiven the firſt Affront; that 
however it was not in his Power to award me any 

| | Repa- 
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Reparation, other, than by openly reproving them 
winch he ſhould do; yg 4 fred H would — 
to ſuch Methods as the Law directed; in the mean 
time he would bind him over. | 
Bur as to the Breach of the Peace committed by 
the Journeyman, he told me he ſhould give me ſome 
ſatisfaction for that, for he ſhould commit him to 
Newgate for Aſſaulting the Conſtable, and for AG 
ſaulting of me alſoo. * 
ACCORDINGLY he ſent the Fellow to Newgate, 
for that Aſſault, and his Mafter gave Bail, and ſo we 
came away; but I had the ſatisfaction of ſeeing 
the Mob wait upon them both, as they came our, 
Holooing, and throwing Stones and Dirt at the 
Coaches they rod in, and foI came Home. | 
AFTER this huſtle, coming home, and telling my 
Governeſs the Story, jhe falls a Laughing at me; 
Why are you ſo merry, ſays I? the Story has not 
ſo much Laughing room in it, as you imagine; I 
am ſure I have had a great deal of Hurry and Fright 
too, with a Pack of ugly Rogues. Laugh, ſays my 
Governeſs, I laugh Child to fee what a lucky Crea- 
ture you are; why this Jobb will be the beſt Bar- 
gain to you, that ever you made in your Life, if 
you manage it well: I warrant you, you ſhall make. 
the Mercer pay 50ol. for Damages, beſides what 

you ſhall get of the Journeyman. 
IH a Þ other Thoughts of the Matter than ſne 
had; and eſpecially, becauſe I had given in my 
Name to the p uſtice of Peace; and I knew that my 
Name was fo well known among the People at 
Hicks's-Hall, the Old- Baily, and ſuch Places, that 
if this Cauſe came to be try'd openly, and my 
Name came to be enquir'd into, no Court would 
give much Damages, for the Reputation of a Per- 
{on of ſuch a Character; however, I was oblig'd to 
begin a Proſecution in Form, and accordingly my 
Governeſs found me out a very creditable ſort of a 
Man to manage it, being an Attorney of very good 
83 Buſi- 
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Buſinefs, and of good Reputation, and ſhe was cer- 
tainly in the right of this; for had ſhe employ'd a 
petty Fogging hedge Solicitor, or a Man not known, 
I ſhould have brought it to but little. 

TI Mer this Attorney, and gave him all the par- 


ticulhrs at large, as they are recited above; and he 


aſſur d me, it was a Caſe, as he ſaid, that he did not 
Queſtion, but that a Jury would give very conſide- 
rable Damagcs ; fo taking his full Inſtructions, he 
began the Proſecution, and the Mercer being Ar- 
reſted, gave Bail; a few Days after his giving Bail, 
he comes with his Attorney to my Attorney, to let 
him know, that he deſir'd to Accommodate the mat- 
ter, that it was all carried on in the Heat of an un- 
happy Paſſion; that his Client, meaning me, had 


à ſharp provoking Tongue, and that I us' d them ill, 


ibbing at them, and jeer ing them, even while they 
Pelierel me to be the very Perſon, and that I had 
provok ed them, and the like. | 
Me Attorney manag'd as well on my Side; made 
them believe I was a Widow of Fortune, that I 
was able to do myſelf Juftice, and had great Friends 


to ſtand by me too, who had all made me promiſe to 
Sue to the utmoſt, if it coſt me a Thouſand Pound, 
for that the Affronts I had receiv'd were unſuf- 


ferable. 0 

__HoweEeves they brought my Attorney to this, 
that he promis'd he would not blow the Coals, that 
if I enclin'd to an Accommodation, he would not 
Hinder me, and that he would rather perſwade me 
to Peace than to War; for which they told him he 
ſhould be no looſer, all which he told me very ho- 


gneſtly, and told me that if they offer'd him any 


Bribe, I ſhould certainly know it; but upon the 
whole he told me very honeſtly that if I would take 
his Opinion, he would Adviſe me to make it up, 
with them; for that as they were in a great Fright, 
and were deſirous above all things to make it up, 
and knew that let it be what it would, they _ 
. 5 ear 
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bear all the Coſts; he believed they would give me 
freely more than any Jury would give upon a Tri- 


al: Lask d him what he thought they would be 
brought to; he told me he could not tell, as to that 34 


but he would tell me more when I ſaw him again. 
SOME time after this, they came again to know if 
he had talk'd with me: He told them he had, that he 
found me not ſo Averſe to an Accommodation as. 
ſome of my Friends were, who reſented the Diſ- 
grace offer d me, and ſet me on; that they blow'd 
the Coals in ſecret, prompting me to Revenge, or 
to do myſelf Juſtice, as they call'd it; ſo that he 
could not tell what to ſay to it; he told them he 
would do his endeavour to perſuade me, but he 
ought to be able to tell me what Propoſal they 
made: They pretended they could not make any 
Propoſal, becauſe it might be made uſe of againſt 
them ; and he told them, that by the ſame. Rule 
he could not make any offers, for that might be 
pleaded in Ahatement of what Damages a Jury 
might be inclin'd to give: However, after ſome 
Diſcourſe and mutal Promiſes that no Advantage 
ſhould be taken on either Side, by what was tranſ- 
acted then, or at any other of thoſe Meetings, they 
came to a kind of a Treaty; but ſo remote, and fo 
wide from one another, that nothing could be ex- 
pected from it; for my Attorney demanded 5ool. 
and Charges, and they offer'd 501. without Charges; 
ſo they broke off, and the Mercer propos'd to have a 
Meeting with me myſelf; and my Attoraey agreed 
to that very readily. ; 
My Attorney gave me Notice to come to this 
Meet ing in good Cloaths, and with ſome State, that 
the Mercer might ſee I was ſomething more than I 
ſeem'd to be that time they had me: Accordingly I 
came in a new Suit of ſccond Mourning, accord- 
ang to what I had ſaid at the Juſt ces; I ſet myſelf 
out too, as well as a Widows dreſs would admit; 
my Governeſs, alſo furniſh'd me with a good Pearl 
S 4 Necks 


. 
Necklace, that ſhut in behind with a Locket of 
Diamonds, which ſhe had in Pawn: and I had a ve- 


ry good Gold Watch by my Side; fo that I made a 


very good 9 and as J ftay'd till Lwas ſure they 
were come; I came in a Coach to the Door, with my 
Maid with me. | 

WRHENI came into the Room, the Mercer was ſur- 
priz'd, he ſtood up and made his Bow, which I took 
a little Notice of, and but a little, and went and 
fat down, where my own Attorney had appointed 
me to fit, for it was his Houle, after a while, the 
Mercer ſaid, he did not know me again, and began 
to make ſome Compliments; I told him, I believ'd 
he did not know me at firſt, and that if he had, he 
would not have treated me as he did. 

He told me he was very ſorry for what had hap- 
pen'd, and that it was to teſtify the Willingneſs he 
had to make all poſſible Reparation, that he, had 
2ppointed this Meeting; that he hop'd I would not 
carry things to Extremity, which might be not only 
too great a Loſs to him, but might be the Ruin 
of his Buſineſs and Shop, in which Caſe I might have 
the Satisfaction of. repaying an Injury with an In- 
jury ten times greater; but that I would then get 
nothing, whereas he was willing to do me any Juſtice 
that was in his Power, without putting himſelf, or 
me to the Trouble or Charge of a Suit of Law. 

I TorD him I was glad to hear him talk ſo much 
more like a Man of Senſe than he did before; that 


it was true, Acknowledgment in moſt Cafes of Af-. 


fronts was counted Reparation ſufficient z but this 
tad gone too far:to be made up fo; that I was not 


revengeful, nor did I feek his Ruin, or any Man's 


elſe, but that all my Friends were unanimous not to 
let me ſo far neglect my Character, as to adjuſt a 
thing of this kind without Reparation: That to be 
taken np for a Thief, was ſuch an Indignity as could 
not be put up, that my Character was above being 
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treated fo by any that knew me, but becauſe in my 
Condition of a Widow, I had been careleſs of myſelf. 
I might be taken for ſuch a Creature, but that or 
the particular Uſage I had from him afterward; 
and then Lrepeated all as before, it was ſo provok- 
ing I had ſcarce Patience to repeat it. 15 
He acknowledg'd all, and was mighty humble 
indeed; he came up to an Hundred Pounds, and to 
pay all the Law Charges, and added, that he would 
make me a Preſent of a very good Suit of Cloat s; 
I came down to three Hundred Pounds, and demand- 
ed that I ſhould publiſh an Advertiſement of the 
Particulars in the common New's-Papers. ty) 
Tuls was a Clauſe he never could comply with; 
however, at laſt he came up, by good Management 
of my Attorney to 150 l. and a Suit of black Silk 
Cloaths, and there, as it were at my Attorney's Re- 
queſt, I comply'd ; he paying my Attorney's Bill 
and Charges, and gave us a good Supper into the 
Bargain. 
Wren Icame to receive the Money, I brought 
my Governeſs with me, dreſs'd like an old Dutcheſs, 
and a Gentleman very well dreſs'd, who we pretend- 
ed Courted me, but I call'd him Couſin, and the 
Lawyer was only to hint privately to them, that this 
Gentleman Courted the Widow. | 
He treated us handſomely indeed, and paid the 
Money chearfully enough; ſo that it coſt him 200 l. 
inall, or rather more: At our laſt Meeting, when all 
was agreed, the Caſe of the Journeyman came up, and 
the Mercer beg'd very hard for him, told me he was 
a Man that had kept a Shop of hisown, and been in 
good Buſineſs, had a Wife and ſeveral Children, and 
was very poor, that he had nothing to make Satis- 
faction with, but ſhould beg my Pardon on his 
Knees : I had no Spleen at the ſaucy Rogue, nor 
were his Submiſhons any thing to me, ſince there 
was nathing to be got by him; fo I thought it was 
as 
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ax good to throw that in generouſly as not, ſo 1 told 


him I did not deſire the Ruin of any Man, and there- 


fore at his Requeſt I would forgive the Wretch, it 
was below me to ſeek any Revenge. Ne 

Wr we were. at Supper he brought the Poor 
Fellow in to make his Acknowledgement, which he 
would have done with as much mean Humility, as 


his Offence was with inſulting Pride, in which he was 


an Inſtance of a compleat Baſeneſs of Spirit, im- 
perious, cruel, and relentleſs when Uppermoſt; 
abject and low Spirited when down: However, I 
Abated his Cringes, told him, I forgave him, and 
deſir'd he might withdraw, as if I did not care for 
the Sight of him, tho? I had forgiven him. 
I WAS now in good Circumftances indeed, if I 
ebuld have known my Time for leaving off, and my 
Governeſs often ſaid I was the richeſt of the Trade 
m England, and fo I believe I was; for I had 7ool. 
by me in Money, beſides Cloaths, Rings, ſome Plate, 
and two Gold Watches, and all of them ſtol'n, for 
I had innumerable Jobbs, beſides theſe I have men- 


tion'd; O! Had I even now had the Grace of Re- 


pentance, I had ſtill Leiſure to have look'd back 
upon my Follies, and have made ſome Reparation; 
but the Satisfaction I was to make for the Publick 
Miſchiefs I had done, was yet left behind; and I 
could not forbear going abroad again, as I call'd it 
nom, any more than I could when my Extremity 
really drove me out for Bread. 

Ir was not long after the Affair with the Mercer 
was made up, that I went out in an Equipage quite 
different from any IJ had ever appear'd in before; I 
areſs'd myſelf like a Begger Woman, in the courſeſt 
and moſt deſpicable Rags I could get, and I walk'd 
about Peering, and Peeping into every Door and 
Window I came near; and indeed I was in ſuch a 


Plight now, that T knew as ill how to behave in, as 


ever I did in any; Tnaturally abhor'd Dirt and _ ; 
23 I ha 
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| had been bred up Tite and Cleanly, and could be 
no other, what-ever Condition I was in; fo that this 
was the moſt uneaſy Diſguiſe to me that ever I put 
on: I ſaid prefently to my ſelf, that this would not 
do, for this was a Dreſs that every Body was ſhy, and 
afraid of; and I thought every Body look'd at me 
as if they were afraid I ſhould come near them, leaſt 
I ſhould take ſomething from them, or afraid 
to come near me, leaſt they ſhould get ſomethin 

from me : I wandred about all the Evening the fit 
Time I went out, and made nothing of it, and came 


Home again wet, dragl'd, and tired: However I went ' 


out again the next Night, and then I met with a 
little Adventure, which had hke to have coſt me 
dear; as I was ſtanding near a Tavern Door, there 
comes a Gentleman on Horſeback, and lights at the 
Door, and wanting to go into the Tavern, he calls one 
of the Drawers to hold his Horſe; he ſtay'd pretty 
long in the Tavern, and the Drawer heard his Ma- 
ſter call, and thought he would be angry with him; 
ſeeing me ſtand by him, he call'd to me, here Wo- 
man, ſays he, hold this Horſe a while, till I go in, 
if the Gentleman comes, he'll give you ſomething; 
yes ſays I, and takes the Horſe, and walks oft with 
him very ſoberly, and carry'd him to my Governeſs. 

THr1s had been a Booty to thoſe that had under- 
ſtood it; but never was poor Thief more at a Loſs 
to know what'to do with any Thing that was ſtolen, 
for when Icame Home, my Governels was quite con- 
founded, and what to do with the Creature, we nei- 
ther of us knew, to ſend him to a Stable was doing 
nothing, for it was certain that Notite would be 


given in the Gazzette, and the Horſe deſcrib'd, fo 


that we durſt not go to fetch it again. 

ALL the Remedy we had for this unlucky Adven- 
ture was to go and ſet up the Horſe at an Inn, and 
ſend a Note by a Porter to the Tavern, that the 
Gentle man's Horſe that was loſt at ſuch a Time, 0 
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left at ſuch an Inn, and that he might be had 
there; that the poor Woman that held him, having 
led him about the Strcet, not being able to lead him 
back again, had left him there; we might have 
waited till the owner had publiſh'd, and offer'd 2 
Reward, but we did not care to venture the receiy- 
ing the Reward, 5 

5 015 was a Robbery and no Robbery, for little 
was loſt by it, and nothing was got by it, and I was 
quite Si: k of going out in a Beggar's Dreſs ; it did 
not an ſwer at all, and beſides I thought it Ominous 
and Threatning. 

WII LE I was in this Diſguiſe, I fell in with a 
parcel of Folks of a worſe Kind than any I ever 
forted with, and I ſaw a little into their Ways too, 
theſe were Coiners of Money, and they made ſome 
very good Offers to me, as to Profit; but the Part 
they would have had me embark'd in, was the moſt 
dangerous; I mean that of the very working of 
the Dye, as they call it, which had I been taken, 
had been certain Death, and that at a Stake, I ſay, 
to be burnt to Death at a Stake; ſo that tho'I 
was to Appearance, but a Beggar; and they pro- 
mis'd Mountains of Gold and Silver to me, to en- 
gage; yet it would not do; tis true, if J had been 
realy a Beggar, or had been 1 as when I 


began, I might perhaps have cloſed with it, for | 
what care they to Dye, that cannot tell how to Live? 


But at preſent this was not my Condition, at leait 
I was for no ſich terrible Riſques as thoſe , beſides 
the very Thoughts of being burnt at a Stake, ſtruck 
Terror to my very Soul, chill'd my Blood, and gave 
me the Vapours to ſuch a Degree, as I could not 
think of it without trembling. 


Tx1s put an End to my Diſguiſetoo, for tho I did | 


not like the Propoſal, yet I did not tell them fo; 
but leem'd to reliſh it, and promis'd to meet again; 


but 
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zut I durſt ſee them no more; for if Thad ſeen them, 
and not comply'd; tho' I had declin'd it with the 
greateſt Aſſurances of Secreſy in the World, they 
would have gone near to have murder'd me; to 
make ſure Work, and make themſelves eaſy, as 
they call it; what kind of Eaſineſs that is, they may 
deſt judge that underſtand how eaſy Men are, that 
can murder People to prevent Danger. 

Tx18 and Horſe ſtealing were things quite out of 
my Way, and I might eafily reſolve I would have 
no more to ſay to them; my Buſineſs ſeem'd to lye 
another Way, and tho' it had hazard enough in it 
too, yet it was more fnitable to me, and what had 
more of Art in it, and more Chances for a coming 
off, if a Surprize ſhould happen. | 
| Thad feveral Propoſals made alſo to me about that 
Time, to come into a Gang of Houſe Breakers; out 
that was a thing I had no mind to venture at neither, 
any more than I had at the Coining Trace, Loffer'd 
to go along with two Men, and a Woman, that made 
it their Buſineſs to get in to Houſes by Stratagem, I 
was willing enough io venture; but there was three 


of them already, and they did not care to part, nor 


I to have too many in a Gang, fo I did not cloſe with 

them, and they paid dear or their next Attempt, 
Bur at length I met with a Woman that had of- 
ten told me wat Adventures ſhe had made, and with 
Succeſs at the Water ſide, and I clos'd with her, and 
we drove on our Buſineſs pretty well: One Day we 
came among ſome Dutch People at St. Catherines, 
where we went on pretence to buy Goods that were 
privately got on Shore: I was two or three times 
in a Houſe, where we ſaw a good Quantity of pro- 
libited Goods, and my Companion once brought 
away three Peices of Dutch black Silk that turn'd to 
good Account, and I had my Share of it; but in all 
the Journeys I made by myſelf, I could not get an 
Opportunity to do any thing, fo I laid it aſide; 
for 
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for I had been there ſo often, that they began to 
ſuſpect ſomething. 

© Tris baulk'd me a little, and J reſolv'd to puſh 
at ſomething or other, for I was not us'd to come 
back fo often without Purchaſe ſo the next Day ! 
dreſs'd myſelf up fine, and took a Walk to the o. 
ther End of the Town, I paſs'd thro' the Exchange 
in the Strand, but had no Notion of finding any 
thing to do there, when on a ſadden J ſaw a great 
Clutter in the Place, and all the People, Shop- 
keepers as well as others, ſtanding up, and ſtaring, 
and what ſhould it be? but ſome great Dutchels 
come into the Exchange; and they faid- the Queen 
was coming; I'fet myſelf cloſe up to a Shop: ſide 
with my back to the Compter, as if to let the 
Crowd paſs by, when keeping my Eye upon a par- 
cel of Lace, winch the Shop-keeper was ſhowing to 
ſome Ladies that ſtood by me; the Shop-keeper and 
her Maid were ſo taken up with looking to ſee who 
was 'a coming, and what Shop they would go to, 
that TI found means to flip a Paper of Lace into my 
Pocket, and come clear off with it, ſo the Lady 
Millener paid dear enough for her gaping after the 


Queen. | 


I WENT off from the Shop, as if driven along 
by the Throng, and mingling myſelf with the Crowd, 
went out at the other Dèor of the Exchange, and ſo got 
away before they miſs'd their Lace; and becauſe 
I would not be follow'd, I call'd a Coach and ſhut 
myſelf up in it; I had ſcarſe ſhut the Coach Doors, 


but I ſaw the Milleners Maid, and five or fix more | 


come running out into the Street, and crying out as 
if they were frig'1ted , they did not cry ſtop Thief, 
becauſe no body ran away, but I cou'd hear the 
Word robb'd, and Lace, two or three times, and 
ſaw the Wench wringing her Hands, and run Rat- 
ing too, and again, like one ſcar'd; the Coachman 
that had taken me up, was getting up into the 1 5 

u 
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but was not quite up, and the Horſes had not be- 
gun to move, ſo that I was terrible uneafy; and 
I took the Packet of Lace and laid it ready to have 
dropt it out at the Flap of the Coach, which opens 
before, juſt behind the Coachman ; but to my: gt 
fatisfaction in leſs than a Minute, the Coach began 
to move, that is to ſay, as ſoon as the Coachman 
had got up, and ſpoken to his Horſes; ſo he drove 
away, and I brought off my Purchaſe, which was 
worth near twenty Pound. 9 7 „ 255 

THE next Day T dreſs'd me up again, but in 
quite different Cloaths, and walk d the ſame way a- 
gain, but nothing offer'd till I came into St. Jumes's 
Park: I ſaw abundance of fine Ladies in the Park, 
walking in the Mall, and among the reſt, there was 
a little Miſs, a young Lady of about 12 or 13 Years 
old, and ſhe had a Siſter, as I ſuppos'd, with her, 
that might be about Nine: I obſerv'd the biggeſt 
had a fine gold Watch on, and a good Necklace of 
Pearl, and they had a Footman in Livery with them; 
but as it is not ufuſal for the Footmen to go behind 
the Ladies in the Mall; ſo Jobſerv'd the Footman 
ſtop'd at their going into the Mall, and the biggeſt 
of the Siſters ſpoke to him, to bid him be juſt there 
when they came back. | 

WEN I heard her diſmiſs the Footman, I ſtep'd 
up to him, and ask'd him, what little Lady that was? 
and held a little Chat with him, about what a pre- 
ty Child it was with her, and how Genteel, and well 
Carriag'd, the eldeſt would be; how womanith, and 
how Grave; and the Fool of a Fellow told me pre- 
{ently who ſhe was, that ſhe was Sir Thomas ——'$ 
eldeſt Daughter of Eſſex, and that the was a great 
Fortune, that her Mother was not come to Town 
yet; but ſhe was with Sir Villiam — s Lady at her 
Lodgings in Suffolk Street, and a great deal more; 
that they had a Maid and a Woman to wait on them, 
belides, Sir Thomas's Coach, the Coachman and _— 
elf, 
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KF and that young Lady was Governeſs to the 


whole Family, as well here, as at Home; and, told 
me:abundance of things enough for my buſineſs. 

I Was well dreis'd, and had my gold Watch, as 
well as ſhe; ſol left the Footman, and I puts my 
ſelf in a Rank with this Lady, having ſtay'd till 
ſhe had taken one Turn in the Mall, and was going 
forward again; by and by, I ſaluted her by her 
Name, with the Title of Lady Betty: I ask'd 
her when ſhe heard from her Father? when my 


Lady her Mother would be in Town and how ſhe 


I TAL x'd fo familiarly to her of her whole Fa- 
mily that ſhe cou d not ſuſpect, but that I knew 
them all intimately : I as'd her why ſhe would come 
Abroad without Mrs. Chime with her (that was the 
Name of her Woman) to take care of Mrs. Judith 
that was her Siſter. Then I enter'd into a long 
Chat with her about her Siſter, what a fine little 
Lady ſhe was, and ask'd her if ſhe had learn'd French, 
and a Thouſand ſuch little Things when on a ſudden 
the Guards came, and the Crowd run to ſee the King 
go by to the Parliament-Houſe. 

THe Ladies run all to the Side of the Mall, and L 
help'd my Lady to ſtand upon the edge of the Boards 
on the ſide of the Mall, that ihe might be high e- 
nough to ſee; and took the little one and lifted her 


quite up; during which, I took care to convey the 


gold Watch ſo clean away from the Lady Betty, that 
the never miſs'd it, till the Crowd was gone, and ſhe 
was gotten in to the middle of the Mall. 

I Took my leave in the very Crowd, and ſaid, as 
if in haſt, dear Lady Betty take care of your little 


Siſter, and fo the Crowd did as it were, Thruſt me 


away, and that I was unwilling to take my leave. 

Tx hurry in ſuch Caſes is immediately over, 
and the Place clear as ſoon as the King is gone by; 
but as there is always a great running and clutter 


Juſt 
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juſt as the King paſſes, fo having drop'd the tw 


little Ladies, and done my Buſineſs with them, with- 
out any Miſcarriage, I kept hurrying on among the 
Crowd, as if I run to ſee the King, and ſo I kept 


before the Crowd, till I came to the End of the 


Mall; when the King going on toward the Horſe- 
Guards; I went forward to the Paſſage, which went 
then thro' againſt the End of the Hay-Market, and 
there I beſtow'd a Coach upon my ſelf, and made 
off; and I confeſs J have not yet been ſo good as my 
Word (viz.) to go and viſit my Lady Betty. | 

I Was once in the Mind to venture ſtaying with 
Lady Betty, till ſhe miſt the Watch, and ſo have 
made a great Out-cry about it with her, and have 
got her into her Coach, and put my ſelf in the Coach 
with her, and have gone Home with her; for ſhe 
appear'd fo fond of me, and fo perfectly deceiv'd 
by my ſo readily talking to her of all her Relations 
and Family, that I thought it was very eaſy to puſh 
the thing farther, and to have got at leaſt the Neck- 
Lace of Pearl; but when I conſider'd that tho' the 
Child would not perhaps have ſuſpected me, other 


People might, and that if I was ſearch'd I ſhould be 


diſcover'd; I thought it was beſt to go off with 
what I had got. | | 

I CAME accidentally afterwards to hear, that 
when the young Lady miſg'd her Watch, ſhe made 
a great Out-cry in the Park, and ſent her Footmanup 
and down, to ſee if he could find me, ſhe having de- 
{crib'd me ſo perfectly, that he knew it was the ſame 
Perſon that had ſtood and talked ſo long with him, 
and ask d him ſo many Queſtions about them; but! 
was gone far enough out of their reach, before ſhe 
could come at her Footman to tell him the Story. 

I MAvE another Adventure after this, of a Na- 
ture different from all I had been concern'd in yet, and 
this was ata Gaming Houſe near Covent. Garden. 


1 184 


1600 

141 

48 

Tay | | 

14 ( 274 ) | : 
Wh | I Saw ſeveral People go in and out; and J ſtood 
ill. in the Paſſage a good while with another Woman 
} 1 with me, and ſeeing a Gentleman go up that ſeem'd 
* to be of more than ordinary Faſhion, I (aid to him, 
WY Sir, pray don't they give Women Leave to go up? | 
may T's Madam, ſays he, and to play too if they pleaſe, 


1 I mean fo Sir, ſaid I; and with that, he ſaid he 
Wh . would introduce me if Thad a Mind; ſo I ſollow'd 
103 im to the Door, and he looking in, there, Madam, 
ys be, are the Gameſters, if you have mind to ven- 
ture; I look'd iv, and ſaid to my Comerade, aloud, 
here's nothing but Men, I wont venture; at which 
one of the Gentlemen cry'd out, you need not be 
afraid Madam, here's none but fair Gameſters, you 0 
are very welcome to come and ſet what you pleaſe , 
ſo I went a little nearer and look'd on, and ſome 
of them brought me a Chair, and I fat down and he 
ſee the Box and Dice go round a Pace; then I ſaid uc 
to my Comrade, the Gentlemen play too high for © 


J! ROTO 


us, come let us go. | w] 
Tux. People were all very civil, and one Gentle- no 
man encourag'd me, and ſaid, come Madam, if you th; 
ple: ſe to venture, if you dare truſt me I'll anfwer Re 
for it; you ſhall ave nothing put upon you here; hat 
no Sir, /a:d I, ſmiling, I hope the Gentlemen would lie 
not Cheat a Woman; but ſtill I declin'd venturire, the 
ö tho? I puli'ꝗq out a Purſe with Money in it, that they | 
I mig/'it fee T ud not want Money. ten 
bf AFTER I had ſat a while, one Gentleman fail to kee 
: a me Jeering, come Madam, I ſce you are afraid to 79% 
14 venture for your ſelf, I always ha good Luck wit! mo 


the Ladies, you ſhall Set for me. if you won't Set 
for yourſelf, I told bim, Sir I ſhould be very lot | for 
1 | to looſe your Money, tho' I added, I am preits . 
lucky too; but the Gentlemen play fo high, that I till 
dare not venture my own. 
WII, well, ſays be, there's ten Guineas ha- , 


dam, Set them for me; ſo I took the Money and ſet, * 
him- f 
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himſelf looking on; I run out of the Guineas by 
One and Two at a Time, and then the Box coming 
to the next Man to me, my Gentleman gave me ten 
Guineas more, and made me Set Five of them at once, 
and the Gentleman who had the Box threw out, ſo 
there was five Guineas of his Money again; he was 
encourag'd at this, and made me take the Box, 
which was a bold Venture: However, I held the 
Box ſo long that I gain'd hun his whole Money, 
and hada Handful of Guineas in my Lap, and which 
was the better Luck, when I threw out, I threw but 
at One or Two of thoſe that had Set me, and fo went 
off eaſie. 

Wren Iwas come this Length, I offer'd the Gen- 
tleman all the Gold, for it was his own ; and fo would 
have had him play for himſelf, pretending that T did 
not underſtand the Game well enough : He laugh'd 
and ſaid if I had but good Luck, it was no matter 
whether I underſtood the Game or no; but I ſhould 
not leave off: However he took out the 15 Guineas 
that he had put 1n firſt, and bad me play with the 
Reſt : I would have him to have {een how much FT 
had got, but he ſaid no, no, don't tell them, I be- 
lieve you are very honeſt, and tis bad Luck to tell 
them, ſo I play'd on. 

I underſtood the Game well enough, tho' JI pre- 
tended Idid not, and play'd cautiouſly, which was to 
keep a good Stock in my Lap, out of wich I every 
now and then convey'd ſome into my Pocket; but 
in ſuch a manner, as I was ſure he could not ſee it. 

IPLay'd agreat while, and had very good Luck 
for him, but the laſt time T held the Box, they Set 
me high, and I threw boldly at all; and held the Box 
till I had gain'd near fourſcore Gnineas, but loſt a- 
bove half cf it Lack at the laſt throw; ſo I got 
up, for I was afraid I ſhould loſe it all back again, 
and ſaid to him, pray come Sir now and take 
it and play for your ſelf, I think I have done 
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pretty well for you; he would have had me play'd 
on, but it grew late, and I defir'd to be excus'd. 
When I gave it up to him, I told him I hop'd he 
would give me Leave to tell it how, that I might 
fee what he had gain'd, and now. Lucky I had been 
for him; when I told them there was threeſcore | 
and three Guineas. Ay, ſays J, if it had not been ] 
for that unlucky Throw I had got you a hundred £ 
Guineas; foI gavehim all the Money, but he would 0 
not take it till T had put my Hand into it, and ta- 
ken ſome for my ſelf, and bid me pleaſe my ſelf; t. 


I refns'd it, and was poſitive I would not take it T 
my ſelf, if he had a Mind to do any Thing of that fi 
Kind it ſhould be all his own doings. 01 
THe reſt of the Gentlemen ſeeing us ſtriving, at 
cry'd give it her all; but I abſolutely refus'd that; a 
then one of them ſaid, D- n ye Fack, half it with 
her, don't you know you ſhould be always upon * 
even Terms with the Ladies; fo in ſhort, he divid- I c 
ed it with me, and I brought away 20 Guineas, be- pr. 
ſides about 43, which I had ſtole privately, which the 
T was ſorry for, becauſe he was fo generous. Bo 


Tus I brought Home 73 Guineas, and let my I off, 
old Governeſs fee what good Luck I had at Play: for 
However it was her Advice that I ſhould not ven- In 
ture again, and I took her Council, for I never went at- 
there any more; for I knew as well as ſhe, if the 
Itch of Play came in, I might foon loſe that, and Pla 
all the reſt of what I had got. 

FoRTUNE had ſmil'd upon me to that Degree, 
and Ihad thriven ſo much, and my Governeſs too, for 
ſhe always had a Share with me, that really the old 
Gentlewoman began to talk of leaving off while 
we were well, and being ſatisfy'd with what 
we had got; but, I know not what Fate guided 
me, I was as backward to 1t now, as ſhe was 
when I propos'd it to her before, and ſo in an 
all Hour we gave over the Thoughts of it ge the 
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preſent, and in a Word I grew more hardn'd and 


audacious than ever, and the Succeſs I had, made 
my Name as famous as any Thief of my fort ever 


had been. 


I Hap ſometimes taken the Liberty to play the 
ſame Game over again, which 1s not according to 
Practice, which however ſucceeded not amiſs ; but 
generally I took up new Figures, and contriv'd to 
appear in new Shapes every time I went abroad. 

IT was now a rumbling time of the Year, and 
the Gentlemen being moſt of them gone out of 
Town, Tmbridge, and Epſom, and ſuch Places were 
full of People, but the City was thin, and I thought 
our Trade felt it a little, as well as others; ſo that 
at the latter End of the Year Ijoyn'd my felf with 
a Gang, who uſually go every Year to Sturbridge 
Fair, and from thence to Bury Fair, in Suffolk: 
We promiſed ourſelves great Things here, but when 
came to fee how Things were, I was weary of it 
preſently; for except meer picking of Pockets, 
there was little worth meddling with; neither if a 
Booty had been made, was it ſo eaſy carrying it 
oft, nor was there ſuch a Variety of Occation 
for Buſineſs 11 our Way, as m London ; all that 
I made of the whole Journey, was a Gold Watch 
at Bury Fair, and a ſmall Parcel of Linnen at Cam- 
bridge, which gave me Occaſion to take Leave of the 
Place: It was an old Bite, and I thought might do 
with a Country Shop-Keeper, tho' in London it 
would not. 

I BoucarT at a Linnen Draper's Shop, not in the 
Fair, but in the Town of Cambridge, as much fine 
Holland, and other Things as came to about ſeven 
Pound; when I had done, I bad them be ſent to 
ſuch an Inn, where I had taken up my Being the 
lame Morning, as if I was to Lodge there that 
Night, 
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I OrDER'D the Draper to fend them Home to 
me, about ſuch an Hour, to the Inn where J lay, 
and I would pay him his Money, at the Time ap- 
pointed the Draper ſends the Goods, and I plac'd 
one of our Gang at the Chamber Door, and when 


the Inn-Keeper's Maid brought the Meſſenger to 


the Door, who was a young Fellow, an Apprentice, 
almoſt a Man; ſhe tells him her Miſtreſs was a 
ſleep, but if he would leave the Things, and call in 
about an Hour, I ſhould be awake, and he might 
have the Money, he left the Parcel very readily, 
and goes his way, and in about half an Hour my 
Maid and I walk'd off, and that very Evening I 
hired a Horſe, and a Man to ride before me, and 
went to New-Market, and from thence got my Paſ- 
ſage in a Coach that was not quite full to St. Ed- 
mund's Eury; where as I told you I could make but 
little of my Trade, only at a little Country Opera 
Houſe, I got a Gold Watch from a Ladies Side, who 
was not only intollerably Merry, but a little Fud- 
dled, which made my Work much eaſier. 

I Mpx off with this little Booty to Ipſwich, 
and from thence to Harwich. where I went into an 


Inn, as if I had newly arriv'd from Holland, not 


doubting but I ſhould make ſome Purchaſe among 
the Foreigners that came on Shore there; but I 
found them generally empty of Things of Value, 
except what was in their Portmantuas, and Dutch 
Hampers, which were always guarded by Footmen; 
however, I fairly got one of their Portmantuas one 
Evening out of the Chamber where the Gentleman 
lay, the Footman being faſt a ſleep on the Bed, and 
I ſuppoſe very Drunk. 

THE Room in which I Lodg'd, lay next to the 
Dutchman's, and having dragg'd the heavy thing 
with much a-do out of the Chamber into mine, I 


went out into the Street, to fee if I could find 


any poſlibility of carrying it off; I walk'd about 
a great 


( 279) 
a great while but could fee no probability, either 
of getting out the Thing, or of couveying away the 
Goods that was in it, the Town being fo ſmall, and 
I a perfect Stranger in it; fo I was returning with 
a Reſolution to carry it back again, and leave it 
where I found it; juſt in that very Moment I heard 
a Man make a Noiſe to ſome People to make haſte, 
for the Boat was going to put off, and the Tyde 
would be ſpent , I call 'd to the Fellow, What Boat 


is it Friend, ſaid I, that you belong to? The Ipſwich 


Wherry, Madam, ſays be. When do you go off? 
fays J. This Moment, Madam, Says he, Do you want 
to go thither? Yes, ſaid I, if you can ” nt till I 
fetch my Things. Where are your Things Madam ? 
ſays he. At ſuch an Inn, ſaid I, Well, TIL go with 
you Madam, ſays he, very civilly, and bring them 
for you; come away then, ſays J, and takes him 
with me. 

Tre People of the Inn were in a great Hurry, 
the Packet Boat from Holland, being juſt come in, 
and two Coaches juſt come alſo with Paſſengers from 
London, for another Packet Boat that was going oft 
for Holland, which Coaches were to go back next 
Day with the Paſſengers that were juſt Landed : In 
this Hurry it was, that I came to the Barr, and paid 
my Reckonivg, telling my Landlady I had gotten 
my Paſſage by Sea in a Wherry. 

THest Wherries are large Veſſels, with good Ac- 
commodation for carrying Paſſengers from Harwich 
to London; and tho” they are call'd Wherries, which 
is a Word us'd in the Thames for a ſmall Boat, row'd 
with one or two Men; yet theſe are Veſſels able to 
carry twenty Paſſengers, and ten or fiveteen Ton 
of Goods, and fitted to bear the Sea; all this I had 
ſound out by enquiring the Night before into the 
ſeveral Ways of going to London. 

My Landlady was very Courteous. took my 
Money for the Reckoning, but was call'd away, 
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all the Houſe being in a Hurry; ſo Ileft her, took 
the Fellow up into my Chamber, gave him the 
Trunk, or Portmantua, for it was like a Trunk, 
and wrapt it about with an old Apron, and he went 
directly to his Boat with it, and I after him, no Bo- 
dy asking us the leaſt Queſtion about it; as for the 
drunken Dutch Footman he was ſtill a ſleep, and his 
Maſter with other Foreign Gentlemen at Supper, 
and very merry below; ſo I went clean off with it 
to Ipſwich, and going in the Night, the People of 
the Houſe knew nothing, but that IT was gone to 
London, by the Harwich Wherry as I had told my 


Landlady. 
I Was plagu'd at Ipſwich with the Cuſtom- 


Houſe Officers, who ſtop d my Trunk, as I calld it, 


and would open, and ſearch it; T was willing I told 


them, they ſhould Search it, but my Husband had 


the Key, and that he was not yet come from Har- 
wich; this I ſaid, that if upon ſearching it, they 
ſhould find all the things be ſuch, as properly be- 
long'd to a Man rather than a Woman, it ſhould not 
ſeem ſtrange to them; however they being poſitive 
to open the Trunk, I conſented to have it broken 
open, that is to ſay, to have the Lock taken off, 
which was not difficult. 

TnEx found nothing for their turn, for the Trunk 
had been ſearch'd before, but they diſcover'd ſeveral 
Things much to my Satisfaction, as particularly a 
Parcel of Money in French Piſtoles, and ſome Dutch 
Ducatoons, or Rix Dollars, and the reſt was chiefly 
two Perriwigs, wearing Linnen, Raſors, Waſh- 
Balls, Perfumes and other uſeful Things Neceſſary 
for a Gentleman; which all paſs'd for my Hus- 
band's, and ſo I was quic of them. 

Ir was now very early in the Morning, and 
not Light; and I knew not well what Courſe to 
take; for I made no Doubt but I ſhould be pur- 
ſu'd in the Morning, and perhaps be taken _ 

| the 


( 28x ) 


the things about me; fo I refolv'd upon taking new 
Meaſures ; I went publickly to an Inn in the Town 
with my Trunk, as I calFd it, and having taken the 
Subſtance out, I did not think the Lumber of it 
worth my concern; however, I gave it the Land- 
lady of the Houſe with a Charge to take Care of it, 
and lay it u ſafe till I ſhould come again, and away 
I walk'd into the Street. 22 

WEN I was got into the Town a great way from 
the Inn, I met with an antient Woman who had juſt 
open'd her Door, and I fell into Chat with her, and 
ask d her a great many wild Queſtions of things all 
remote to my Purpoſe and Deſign, but in my Diſ- 
courſe I found by her how the Town was ſituated, 
that I was in a Street which went out towards Had- 
ly ; but that ſuch a Street went towards the Water- 
ſide, ſuch a Street went into the Heart of the Town, 
and at lait ſuch a Street went towards Colcheſter, and 
ſo the London Road lay there. 

I Hap ſoon my Ends of this old Woman; for I 
only wanted to know which was London Road, and 
away I walk'd as faſt as I could; not that I intend- 
ed to go on Foot, either to London or to Colcheſter, 
but I wanted to get quietly away from Ipſwich. 

I WarLx'D about two or three Mile, and then I 
met a plain Countryman, who was buſy about ſome 
Husbandry work I did not know what;and I ask'dhim 
a great many Queſtions firſt, not much to the pur- 
poſe , but at Iaſt told him I was going for London, and 
the Coach was full, and I cou'd not get a Paſſage, and 
ask'd him if he cou'd not tell me where to hire a 
Horſe that would carry double, and an honeſt Man 
to ride before me to Colcheſter, ſo that J might get a 
I Place there in the Coaches; the honeſt Clown look'd 
earneſtly at me, and ſaid nothing for above half a 
Minute; when ſcratching his Pole, a Horſe ſay you, 
and to Colcheſter to carry double; why yes _— 
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alack- a day, you may have have Horſes enough for 
Money , well Friend, ſays I, that I take for grant- 
ed, I dont expect it without Money: Why but Mi- 
ſtreſs, ſays he, how much are you willing to give? 
nay, ſays I again, Friend, I don't know what your 
Rates are in the Country here, for I am a Stranger; 
but if you can get one for me, get it as Cheap as you 
can, and I'll give you ſomewhat for your Pains. 

Wavy that's honeſtly {aid too, ſays the Country- 
man; not ſo honeſt neither, ſaid I, to myſelf, if thou 
tneweſt all; why Miſtreſs, /ays he, J have a Horſe 
that will carry Double, and I don't much care if I 
go myſelf with you; an you like > Will you, ſays 
42 well I believe you are an honeſt Man, if you 
will, I ſhall be glad of it, IIl pay you in Rea- 
. Jon, why look ye Miſtreſs, ſays he, I won't be out 
of Reaſon with you, then if I carry you to Cole- 
cheſter, it will be worth five Shillings for myſelf 
and my Horſe, for I ſhall hardly come back to Night. 

IN ſhort, I hir'd the honeſt Man and his Horſe; 


but wen we came to a Town upon the Road, I do 


not remember the Name of it, but it ſtands upon a 
River, I pretended myſelf very ill, and I could go 
no farther that Night, but if he would ſtay there 
with me, becauſe I was a Stranger I would pay him 
for himſelf, and his Horſe with all my Heart. 

TEISs I did becauſe I knew the Dutch Gentlemen 
and their Servants would be upon the Road that 
Day, either in the Stage Coaches, or riding Poſt, 
and I did not know but the drunken Fellow, or ſome 
boly elſe that might have ſeen me at Harwich, 
might ſee me again, and I thought that in one Days 
ſtop they would be all gone by. 

Wr lay all that Night there, and the next Morn- 
ing it was not very carly when I ſet out, ſo that it 
was near Ten a- Clock by that time I got to Cole- 
cheſter : Tt was no little Pleaſure that I ſaw the 
Town, where I had fo many pleaſant Days, and I 
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made many Enquires after the good old Friends, I 
had once had there, but could make little out, th 
were all dead or remov'd : The yourg Ladies had 
been all married or gone to London; the old Gen- 
tleman, and the old Lady that had been my early 
Benefactreſs all dead; and which troubled me moſt 
the 5-oung Gentleman my fiſt Lover, and after- 
wards my Brother-m-Law was dead; but two Sons 
Men grown, were leit of him, but they too were 
Tranſplanted to London. 

I DisM1ss D my old Man here, and ſtay'd in- 
cognito for three or four Days in Colecheſter, and 
then took a Paſlage in a Waggon, becauſe I would 
not venture being ſeen in the Harwich Coaches; but 
I needed not have uſted ſo much Caution, for there 
was no Body in Harwich, but the Woman of the 
Houſe, could have known me; nor was it rational 


to think that the, conſidering the hurry ſhe was in, 


and that ſhe never ſaw me but once, and that by 
Candle light, ſhould have ever diſcover'd me. 
I Was now return'd to London, and tho' by the 


Accident of the laſt Adventure, I got ſomething, 


conſiderable, yet I was not fond of any more Coun- 
try rambles; nor ſhould I have ventur'd Abroad a- 
gain if I had carried the Trade on to the End of my 
Days; I gave my Governcſs a Hiſtory of my Tra- 
vels, the lik'd the Harwich Journey well enough, 
and in Diſcourſing of theſe things between our 
ſelves ſhe obſerv'd, that a Thief being a Creature 
that Watches the Advantagcs of other Peoples mi- 
ſta kes, tis impoilible but that to one that is vigi- 
lant and induſtrious many Opportunities muſt hap- 
pen, and theretore the thought that one fo ex- 
quiſitcly keen in the Trade as I was, would ſcarce 
fail of ſomething where ever went. 

ON the other hand, every Branch of my Story, 
if duly con{id rd, may be uſeful to honeſt People, 
and aſtord a due Caution to People of ſome ſort, or 
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other to Guard againſt the like Surprizes, and to 
have their Eyes about them when they have to do 
with Strangers of any kind, for *tis very ſeldom 
that ſome Snare or other is not in their way. The 
Moral indeed of all my Hiſtory is left to be 
gather'd by the Senſes and Judgment of the Rea- 
der; JI am not Qualified to preach to them, let the 
Experience of one Creature compleatly Wicked, 
and compleatly Miſerable, be a Storehouſe of uſeful 
warning to thoſe that read. 

I AM drawing now towards a new Variety of 
Life : Upon my return, being hardened by a long 
Race of Crime, and Succeſs unparalell'd. I had, as 


' T have ſaid, no thoughts of laying down a Trade, 


which 1f 1 was to judge by the Example of others, 
muſt however End at laſt in Miſery and Sorrow. 

IT was on the Chriſtmas-day following in the Even- 
ing, that to finiſh a long Train of Wickedneſs, I 
went Abroad to ſee what might offer in my way; 
when going by a Working Silver-Smith's in Foſter- 
lane, T ſaw a tempting Bait indeed, and not to be 
reliſted by one of my Occupation; for the Shop had 
no Body in it, and a great deal of looſe Plate lay 
in the Window, and at the Seat of the Man, who I 


ſuppoſe Work'd at one ſide of the Shop. 


I WENT boldly in and was juſt going to lay my 
Hand upon a peice of Plate, and might have done 
it, and caaried it clear off, for any care that the 
Men who belong'd to the Shop had taken of it; but 
an officious Fellow in a Houſe, on the other Side 
of the Way, ſeeing me go in, and that there was no 
Body in the Shop, comes running over the Street, 
and without asking me what I was, or who, ſeizes 
upon me, and cries out for the People of tie 
Houſe, 

I HAD rot tonch'd any thing in the Shop, and 
ſeeing a glimpſe of ſome Body running over, I bad 
{ much preſence of Mind, as to knock very ord 
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with my Foot on the Floor of the Houſe, and was juſt 
calling out too, when the Fellow laid Hands on me. 

How EVER as I had always moſt Courage, when I 
was in moſt danger ; fo when he laid Hands on me, 
I ſtood very high upon it, that I came in, to buy 
half a Dozen of ſilver Spoons, and to my good 
Fortune, it was a Silver-ſmith's that ſold Plate, as 
well as work'd Plate, for other Shops: The Fellow 
laugh'd at that Part, and put ſuch a value upon the 
Service that he had done his Neighbour, that hewould 
have it be, that I came not to buy, but to ſteal, and 
raiſing a great Crowd, I ſaid to the Maſter of the 
Shop, who by this time was fetch'd Home from 
ſome Neighbouring Place, that it was in vain to 
make a Noiſe, and enter into Talk there of the 
Caſe ; the Fellow had inſiſted, that I came to 
ſteal, and he muſt prove it, and I defir'd we might 
go before a Magiſtrate without any more Words; 
for I began to ſee I ſhould be too hard for the Man 
that had ſeiz'd me. 

Taye Maſter and Miſtreſs of the Shop were really 
not ſo violent, as the Man from tother ſide of the 
Way; and the Man ſaid, Miſtreſs you might come 
into the Shop with a good Deſign for ought I know, 
but it ſeem'd a dangerous thing for yon to come in- 
to ſuch a Shop as mine is, when you {ee no Bod 
there, and I cannot do ſo little Juſtice to my Neigh- 
bour, who was fo kind, as not to acknowledge he 
had Reaſon on his Side; tho' upon the whole I do 
not find you attempt'd to take any thing, and Ireal- 
Iy know not what to do in it: I preſs'd him to go 
before a Magiſtrate with me, and if any thing cou'd 
be prov'd on me, that was hike a deſign, I thonld 
willingly ſubmit, but if not I expected reparation. 

Just while we were in this Debate, and a Crowd 
of People gather'd about the Door, came by Sir J. B. 
an Alderman of the City, and Juſtice of the y_ 
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and the Goldſmith hearing of it, entreated his Wor- 
ſhip to come in and decide the Caſe. 

GIVE the Goldſmith his due, he told his Story 
with a great deal of Juſtice and Moderation, and the 
Fellow that had come over, and ſeiz'd upon me, 
told his with as much Heat, and fooliſh Paſſion, 


which did me good ſtill: It came then to my turn to 


ſpeak, and I told his Worſhip that I was a Stranger 
in London, being newly come out of the North, 
that I Lodg'd in ſuch a Place, that I was paſling 
this Street, and went into a Goldſmith's Shop to 
buy half a Dozen of Spoons, by great good Luck I 
had an old ſilver Spoon in my Pocket, which I pull'd 
out, and told him I had carried that Spoon to match 
it with half a Dozen of new ones, that it might 
match ſome I had in the Conntry. 

TrarT ſeeing no Body in the Shop, I knock'd 
with my Foot very hard to make the People hear, 
and had al ſo call'd aloud with my Voice: "Tis true, 
there was looſe Plate in the Shop, but that no Body 
cou'd ſay I had touch'd any of it; that a Fellow 
came running into the Shop out of the Street, and 
laid Hands on me in a furious manner, in the very 
Moment, while I was calling for the People of the 
Houſe; that if he had really had a mind to have done 
his Neighbour any Service, he ſhould have ſtood at 
a diſtance, and ſilently watch'd to ſce whether I 
had touc'd any thing, or no, and then have taken 
me in the Fact: That is very true, jy; Mr. Alder- 
man. and turning to the Fellow that ſtopt me, he 
ask d him if it was true that I knock'd with my 
Foot? he ſaid yes I had knock'd. but that might be 
becauſe of his coming; Nay, ſays the Alderman, 
taking him ſhcrt, now you contradict yourſelf, for 
juſt now you ſaid, ſhe was in the Shop with her 
back to you, and did not fee you till you came up- 
on her; now it was true, that my back was partly 
to the Street, but yet as my Buſineſs was of a NG 
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that requir'd me to have Eyes every way, ſo I real- 
ly had a glance of him running over, as I ſaid be- 
fore, tho he did not perceive it. | 

AFTER a full hearing, the Alderman gave it as 
his Opinion, that his Neighbour was under a Mi- 
ſtake, and that I was Innocent, and the Goldſmith 
acquieſc'd in it too, and his Wife, and ſo I was diſ- 
miſs'd; but as TI was going to depart, Mr. Alderman 
ſaid, but hold Madam, if you were deſigning to 
buy Spoons I hope you will not let my Friend here 
loſe his Cuſtomer by the Miſtake : I readily an- 
ſwer'd, no Sir, Ill buy the Spoons ſtill if he can 
Match my odd Spoon, which I brought for a Pat- 
tern, and the Gold{mith ſhew'd me {ome of the ve- 
ry ſame Faſhion , fo he weigh'd the Spoons, and 
they came to five and thirty Shillings, ſo I pullsout 
my Purſe to pay him, in which I had near 20 Gut- 
neas, for I never went without ſuch a Sum about 
me, what ever mig”t happen, and I found it of uſe 
at other times as well as now. 

WHEN Mr. Alderman faw my Money, he ſaid, 
well Madam, now I am ſatisfy'd you were wrong'd, 
and 1t was for this Reaſon, that I moy'd you ſhould 
buy the Spoons, and ſtaid till you had bought them, 
for if you had not had Money to pay for them, I 
ſhould have ſuſpe&ed that you did not come into 
the Shop to buy, for the ſort of People who come 
upon thoſe Deſigns that you have been Charg'd 
with, are ſeldom troubl'd with much Gold in their 
Pockets, as I fee you are 

I SMIL p, and told his Worſhip, that then I 
ow'd ſomething of his Favour to my Money, but I 
hop'd he ſaw Reaſon alſo in the Juſtice he had done 
me before; he ſail, yes he had, but this had con- 
firm'd his Opinion, and he was fully ſatisfy'd now 
of my having been injur d; ſo I came well off from 


an Affair, in which I was at the very brink of De- 
ſtruction. Fs 


IT 
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Ir was but three Days after this, that not at all 
made Cautious by my former Danger as I us'd to 
be, and ſtill purſuing the Art which I had ſo long 
been employ'd in, I ventur'd into a Houſe where 
I faw the Doors open, and furniſh'd myſelf as I 
thought verily without being perceiv'd, with two 
Peices of flower'd Silks, ſuch as they call Brocaded 
Silk, very rich; it was not a Mercers Shop, nor a 
Warehouſe of a Mercer, but look'd like a private 
Dwelling-Houſe, and was it ſeems Inhabited by a 
Man that ſold Goods for a Weaver to the Mercers, 
like a Broker or Factor. 

THAT I may make ſhort of the black Part of 
this Story, I was attack'd by two Wenches that came 
open Mouth'd at me juſt as I was going out at the 
Door, and one of them pull'd me back into the 
Room, while the other hut the Door upon me; I 
would have giver chem good Words, but there was 
no room for it; cwo firery Dragons cou'd not have 
been more furious, they Tore my Cloaths, Bully'd, 
and Roar'd, as if they would have murther'd me; 
the Miſtreſs of the Houſe came next, and then the 
Maſter, and all ontrageous, | 

I Gave the Maſter very good Words, told him 
the Door was open, and things were a Temptation 
to me, that I was poor, and diſtreſs d, and Poverty 
was what many could not reſiſt, and beg'd him with 
Tears to have pity on me; the Miftreſs of the 
Houſe was mov d with Compaſſion, and enclin'd to 
have let me go, and had almoſt perſwaded her Hus- 
band to it alſo, but the ſawey Wenches were run even 
before they were ſent, and had fetch'd a Conſtable, 
and then the Maſter ſaid, he could not go back, I 
muſt go before a Juttice, and anſwer'd his Wife that 
he might come into Trouble himſelf if he ſhould 
let me go. 

THz ſight of the Conſtable indeed ſtruck me, and 
I thought I ſhould haye ſunk into the Ground; I 


fell into faintings, and indeed the People — 
elves 


(- 2990 
ſelves thought I would have died, when the Woman 
argued again for me. and entreated her Hus'.and, 
ſeeing they had loſt nothing to let me g: IJoſte d 
him to pay for the two Peiccs whatever the value 
was, tho'I had not got them, and argu'd that as he 
had his Goods, and had really loſt not, ing. it would 
be cruel to purſue me to Death and have my Blood 
for the bare Attempt of taking them, I put the 
Conſtable in mind too that I had broke nc Doors, 
nor carried any thing away; and when 1 came to 
the Juſtice, and pleaded there that I had neither 
broken any thing to get in, nor carried any thivg 
out, the Juſtice was enchr'd to have rele: sd a; 
but the firſt ſawcy Jade that ftop'd me, affirmi: g 
that I was going out with the Goods, hut that fe 
ſop'd me and pulFd me back, the Juſtice upon that 
point committed me, and I was carried to Newgate 
that horrid Place! my very Blood chius at the menti- 
on of its Name; the Place, where ſo many of my Com- 
rades had been lock'd up, and from woence they 
went to the fatal Tree; the Place were my Mother 
ſuffered ſo deeply, where I was brought into the 
World, and from whence I expected no Redemption, 
but by an infamous Death: To conclude, the. Place 
that had ſo long expected me, and which with fo 
much art and Succeſs I had ſo long avoided. 

I Was now fix'd indeed; *tis impoſſible to de- 
ſcribe the terror of my Mind, when I was firſt brought 
in, and when I look'd round upon all the horrors 
of that diſmal Place: I look'd on my {elf as loſt, 
and that I had nothing to think of, but of going 
out of the World, and that with the utmoſt Inifa- 
my; the helliſh Noiſe, the Roaring, Swearing and 
Clamour, the Stench and Naſtineſs, end all the 
dreadful Afflicting things that I faw there ; jorn d 
o make h Place ſeem an Emblem of Hell itſelt, 
and a kind of an Entrance into it; 


[9] Now 
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Now I reproach'd myſelf with the many hints I 
had had, as I have mention'd above, from my own 
Reaſon, from the Senſe of my good Circumſtances. 
and of the many Dangers I had eſcap'd to leave off 
while I was well, and how T had withſtood them 
all, and hardened my Thovghts againſt all Fear; 
it ſeem'd to me that I was hurried on by an inev1- 
table Fate to this Day of Miſery, and that now I 
was to Expiate all my Offences at the Gallows, 
that I was now to give ſatisfaction to Juſtice with 
my Blood, and that I was to come to the laſt Hour 
of my Life, and of my Wickedneſs together: 
Theſe things pour'd themſelves in upon my Thoughts 
in a confus'd manner, and left me overwhelm'd 

with Melancholly and Deſpair. 

THe x I repented heartily of all my Life paſt, 
but that Repentance yiclded me no Satisfaction, no 
Peace, no not in the leaſt, becauſe, as I ſaid to my 


ſelf, it was repenting after the Power of farther ' 


Sinning was taken away: I ſeem'd not to Mourn 
that I had committed ſuch Crimes, and for the 
Fact, as it was an Offence againſt God and my 
Neighbour; but that I was to be puniſh'd for it; I 
was a Penitent as I thought, not that I had ſinn'd, 


but that I was to ſuffer, and this took away all the | 


Comfort of my Repentance in my own Thoughts, 


I Gor no fleep for ſeveral Nights or Days after | 
I came into that wretch'd Place, and glad I wou'd | 


Have been for ſome time to have died there, tho'! 


did not conſider dying as it ought to be conſider'd nci- 
ther, indeed nothing could be fill'd with more hor- 
ror to my Immagination than the very Place, no- 
thing was more odious to me than the Company 
that was there: Ol if I had but been ſent to any | 


Place in the World, and not to Newgate, I thoull 
have thought myſelf happy. 


IN the next Place, how did the harden'd Wretches 
that were there before me Triumph over me? 


what! 
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what ! Mrs. Flanders come to Newgate at laſt ? what 
Mrs. Mary, Mrs, Molly, 2nd after that plain Moll 
Flanders? They thought the Devil had help'd me 
they ſaid, that I had reign'd fo long: They expected 
me there many Years ago they ſaid, and was I come 
at laſt? then they flouted me with Dejections, 
welcom'd me to the Place, wiih'd me Joy, bid me 
have a good Heart, not be caſt down, things might 
not be ſo bad as I fear'd, and the like; then call d 
for Brandy, and drank to me; but put it all up to 
my Score, for they told me I was but juſt come to 
the College, as they call d it, and ſure I had Money 
in my Pocket, tho' they had none. 

I Asx'D one of this Crew how long ſhe had been 
there? ſhe ſaid four Months; I ask'd her, how the 
Place look'd to her when ſhe firſt came into it; juſt 
as it did fnow to me, ſays ſhe, dreadful and fright- 
ful, that ſhe thought ſhe was in Hell, and I be- 
heve fo ſtill, adds ſhe, but it is natural to me now, I 
don't diſturb myſelf about it: I ſnppole ſays I, you 
are in no danger of what is. to follow: Nay, fays ſbe, 
you are miſtaken there I am ſure, for J am under 
Sentence, only I pleaded my Belly, but am no more 
with Child, then the Judge that try'd me, and I 
expect to be call'd down next Seſſion; thi Ca L- 
LING Dow N, is calling down to their former Fudge- 
ment, when a Woman has been reſpited jor ber Helly, 
but proves not to be with Child, or if ſþe has been with 
Child, and has becn brought to Bed. Well ſaysI, and 
are you thus eaſy? ay, ſays ſbe, I can'thelp myſelf, 
what ſignifyes being ſad? If I am hang d there's 
an End of me, and away ſhe turn d Dancing, and 
Sings as ſhe goes, the following Piece of Neygate 

it, 


* The Bell at St. If 1 ſwing by the String, 
Sepulcher 5 which Tolls 1 1 [1 hea the® Bell rims 
upon Execution Day: 2 7 : 


And then there's an End of poor Jenny. 
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I MENT1on this, becauſe it would be worth the 
Obſervation of any Priſoner, who ſhall hereafter 
fall into the ſame Misfortune and come to that 
dreadful Place of Newgate; how Time, Neceſſity, 
and Converſing with the Wretches that are there 
Famillarizes the Place to them; how at laſt they 
become reconcil'd to that which at firſt was the 
greateſt Dread upon their Spirits in the World, and 
are as impudently Chearful aud Merry in their 
Miſery, as they were when out of it. 
I Canxor fay, as ſome do, this Devil is not fo 
black, as he is painted; for indeed no Colours can re- 
preſent that Place to the Life; nor any Soul conceive 
aright of it, but thoſe who have been Sufferers 
there: But how Hell ſhould become by degrees ſo 
natural, and uot only tollerable, but even agreeable, 
is a thing Unintelligible, but by thoſe who have 
Experienc'd 1t. as I have. 

Tur ſame Nignt that I was ſent to Newgate, I 
ſent the News of it to my old Governeſs, who was 
ſurpriz'd at it you may be ſure, and ſpent the Night 
almoſt as ill out of Newgate, as I did ww it. 

Txz next Morning, the came to ſee me, ſhe did 
what the cou'd to Comfort me, but ſhe ſaw that 
was to no purpoſe, however, as ſhe ſaid, to ſink 
under the Weight, was but to encreaſe the Weight; 
the immediately applied herſelf to all the proper 
Methods to prevent the Effects of it, winch we 
fear'd; and firſt ſhe found ont the two fiery Jadcs 
that had ſurpriz'd me; the tamper'd with them, per- 
ſuaded them, offer d them Money, and in a Word, 
try'd all imaginable ways to prevent a Froſecuti- 
on; ſhe offer d one of the Wenches 1col. to go a- 
way fiom her Miſtreſs, and not to appear againſt 
me; but ſhe was ſo reſolute, that tho' the was but 
a Servant-Maid at 3. a Year Wages or thereabouts, 
ſhe refus'd it, and would have refus'd, as my Go- 
verneſs {aid ihe believ'd, if ſlie had offer d her 5 bs . 

Then 
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Then ſhe attack'd the other Maid, ſhe was not ſo 
hard Hearted as the other; and ſometimes ſ-em*d 
enclin d to be merciful ; but the firſt Wench kept 
her up, and would not fo much as let my Gover- 
neſs talk with her, but threatn'd to have her up for 
Tampering with the Evidence. 

THEN the apply'd to the Maſter, that is to ſay.the 
Man wioſe Goods had been ſtol'n, and particularly 
to his Wife, who was enclin'd at firſt to have ſonie 
Com paſſion for me; me found the Woman the ſame 
ſtill, but the Man alledg'd he was bound to Proſe- 
cute, and that he ſhould forfeit his Recognizance. 

My Governeſs offer'd to find Friends that ſhould 
get his Recognizances off of the File, as they call it, 
and that he ihould not ſuffer , but it was not poſ- 
ſible to Convince him, that he could be ſafe any 
way in the World, but by appearing againſt me; 
ſo I was to have three Witneſles of Fact againſt me, 
the Maſter and his two Maids, that is to ſay, I was 
as certain to be caſt for my Lite, as I was that 
I was alive, and I had nothing to do, but to think 
of dying: I had but a {ad foundation to build upon 
for that, as I ſaid before, for all my Repentance ap- 
pear'd tome to be only the Effect of my fear of Death, 
not a ſincere regret tor the wicked Lite that I had 
liv'd, and which had brought this Miſery upon me, 
or for the offending my Creator, who was new ſud- 
denly to be my Judge, 

I Liv'd many Days here under the utmoſt hor - 
ror ; I had Death as it were in view, and thought 
of nothing Night or Day, but of Gibbets and Hal- 
ters, evil Spirits and Devils; it is not to be expreſ- 
ſed how I was harraſs'd, between the dreadful Ap- 
prehenſions of Death, and the Terror of my Con- 


| ſcience reproaching me with my paſt horrible Life. 


THE Ordinary of Newgate came to me, and 
talk'd a little in his way, but all his Divinity run 
upon Confeiling my Crime, as he call'd it, (tho he 
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knew not what I was in for) making a full Difcove- 
ry, and the like, without which he told me God 
would never forgive me; and he ſaid ſo little to the 
Purpoſe that J had no manner of Conſolation from 


him; and then to obſerve the poor Creature preach- 


ing Confeſſion and Repentance to me in the Morn - 
ing, and find him drunk with Brandy by Noon; this 
had ſomething in it ſo ſhocking, that I began to 
nauſeate the Man, and his Work too by Degrees, for 
the ſake of the Man; ſo that I defired him to trou- 
ble me no more. | | 

I KNow not how it was, but by the indefatiga- 
ble Application of my diligent Governeſs I had no 
Bill preferr'd againſt me the firſt Seſſions, I mean to 
the Grand Jury, at Guild- Hall; ſo I had another 
Month, or tive Weeks before me, and withont Doubt 
this ought to have been accepted by me, as ſo much 
Time given me for Reflect ion upon what was paſt, and 
Preparation for what was to come; I ought to have 
eſteem'd it, as a Space given me for Repentance, 
and have employ'd it as ſich, but it was not in me, 
I was ſorry (as before) for being in Newgate, but had 
few Signs of Repentance about me. 

On the Contrary, like the Water in the Hollows 
of Mountains, which peterifies, and turns into Stone 
whatever they are ſuffer'd to drop upon; ſo the con- 
tinual converſing with ſuch a Crew of Hell-Hounds 
had the ſame common Operation upon me, as upon 
other People; I degenerated into Stone, I turn'd firſt 
Stupid and Senſeleſs, and then Brutiſh and Thought- 
leſs, and at laſt raving Mad as any of them were; 
in 1hort, I became as naturally pleas'd and eaſy 
with the Place, as if indeed I had been Born there. 

I T is ſcarce poliible to imagine that our Natures 
ſhould be capable of ſo much Degeneracy, as to 
make that pleaſant 2nd agrecable that in it ſelf is 
the moſt compleat Miſery, Here was a Circum- 


ſtance, that I think it is ſcarce pojible to mention 
a worlez 
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a worſe; I was as exquiſitely miſerable, as it was 
poſſible for any one to be, that had Life and Health, 
and Money to help them as I had. 

I HaD a Weight of Guilt upon me, enough to 
ſink any Creature who had the leaſt Power of Re- 
ſtection left, and had any Senſe upon them of the 
Happineſs of this Life, or the Miſery of another; Ihad 
at firſt, ſome Remorſe indeed, but no Repentance 
J had now, neither Remorſe or Repentance : I had 
a Crime charg'd on me, the Puniſhment of which 
was Death; the Proof fo Evident, that there was no 
Room for me, ſo much as to plead not guilty ; I 
had the Name of an old Offender, ſo that I had 
nothing to expect but Death, neither had I myſelf 
any thoughts of eſcaping, and yet a certain ſtrange 
Lethargy of Soul poſleſs'd me, I had no Trouble, 
no Apprehenſions, no Sorrow about me, the firſt 
Surprize was gone; I was, I may well ſay, I know 
not how; my Senſes, my Reaſon, nay, my Conſci- 
ence were all a- ſleep; my Courſe of Life for fort 
Years had been a horrid Complication of Wicked 
neſs, Whoredom, Adultery, Inceſt, Lying, Theft, and 
in a Word, every thing but Murther, and Ticalon, 
had been my Practice, from the Age of Eighteen, or 
thereabouts to Threeſcore; and now I was ingulph'd 
in the Miſery of Puniſhment, and had an infamous 
Death at the Door, and yet LI had no Senſe of my 
Condition, no Thought of Heaven or Hell, at leaſt, 
that went any farther than a bare fiying Touch, 
like the Stitch or Pain that gives a Hint and goes 
off; I neither had a Heart to ask God's Mercy, or 
indeed to think of it, and in this I think I have 
given a brief Diſcription of the compleateſt Miſe- 
ry on Earth. | 

ALL my terrifying Thoughts were paſt, the Hor- 
rors ot the Place, were become familiar, and I felt 
no more Uneaſineſs at the Noiſe and Clamours of 
the Priſon, than they did who made that Note ; in 

U 4 a Word, 


— 
> 6 PTS 


——_— 


— 5m — 7 „ W 
e 


- * Nr = N 
L — — 
2 N > * =” nnn. * 4 De. 0 g 3 9 
— — * * 8 oN ny — — * — "IF 
bk « 4 8 b , 
OSS * —— 


——_— 
. 


ma 
3 DOE ———ů — ů W⸗2 
2 
* 


p — 1 
— —_— ITY DIR 2 A » 8 —— _ 
£47 8 1 — — v * — . 
— % _ * * og, 
b * 1 
f a "IE ac the) ns "T , * » 4 A Fs be 9, . * £4$ BEA cop 
* n -— gi. r n h, RA YES og es 5 1 28 
— * „ b n Y 2 a —_ r 
85 5 — ary 8 1 ne ere - . 0 6 2 . * 
I * — e 8 7 2 0 N 


_ - » — 
: 5 : <P ESA 7 Ine 
a K* nay 4p —  . oo + vat — —_ > 2 — 


. * 228 — — — — — +» 
—— ———— * 
y i — — ©: 222 Gy » A * . 
b . "IVE 


— 


Abs 


n r 
* Ee 


A * * wg — — 
OG | 0 p — - 3 I * - * * by 
ET OY — \ m = Sr 4 » 5 706 — 
— 2 ge 2 b —2 2 4 ; * 3 _ F & 
* * 1 29225 - © Ts a - + ha 2 y 4 4 <0"; 
— 4 mY * _ 3 > , 1 A Et 2 4 
; . up 3 * WIRES 22 5... HS i N : 


— A - A ag; wh 3 
rr 2 4 
4 * >. * = ” 5 # # = 

* — * „ 


I oC 
\ » pp. 23 

—— BH ApS con —; 

wm ” 


4 
— * * * 
—— — ae un * * — . 


— 


E 
Is 


- a 3 
þ "Pp * * 

A ag 3, + x 
© 


gd 
- * — awen; | — 
8 pot 3 . 


e 9 nr" 
es, Nt 
8 * 8 


6 296 ) 


a Word, I was become a meer Newgate- Bird, as 
wicked and as outragious any of them; nay, I ſcarce 
ret: ind the Habit and Cuſtom of good Breeding, 
and Manners, which all along ' till now run thro' 
my Couverſation; ſo thoro' a Degeneracy had poſ- 
ſeſsd me, that I was no more the ſame Thing that 
TI had been, than if I had never been otherwiſe 
than what 1 was now. 

IN the middle of this harden'd Part of my Life, I 
had another ſudden Surprize, which call'd me back a 
little to that Thing call d Sorrow, which, indeed, 
I began to be paſt the Senſe of before: They told me 
one Night, that there was brought into the Priſon 
late the Night before, three Highway-Men, who 
had committed a Robbery ſomewhere, on Hounſlom- 
Heath, Ithink it was, and were purſu'd to Uxbridge 
by tne Country, and there taken after a gallant 
Reſiſtance, in which, many of the Country People 
were wounded, and ſome kill'd 

Ir is not to be wonder'd that we Priſoners, were 
all deſirous enough to ſee theſe brave, topping Gen- 
tlemen that were talk'd up to be ſuch, as their Fel- 
lows had not been known, and eſpecially becauſe 
it was faid they would in the Morning be remov'd 
into the Prej5-Tard, having given Money to the 
head Maſter of the Priſon, to be allow'd the Liberty 
of that better Place: So we that were Women 
plac'd our {elves in the Way that we would be ſure 
to ſce them; but nothing could expreſs the Amaze- 
ment and Surprize I was in, when the firſt Man that 
came ont, I knew to be my Lancaſhire Husband, the 
ſamewitawaom I liy'd fo well at Dunſtable, and the 
{ame wi I afterwards ſaw at Brickiil, when I was 
married to my laſt Husband, as has been related. 

I Was ſtruck Dumb at the Sight, and knew nei- 
ther what to lay, or what to do; he did not know 
me, and that was all the preſent Relief I had, I quit- 
ted my Company, and retir'd as much as that dread- 
fu; 
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ful Place ſuffers any Body to retire, and cry'd vehe- 
mently for a great while; dreadful Creature, that I 
am, ſaid J. How many poor People have I made Mi- 
ſerable? How many deſperate Wretches have I ſent 
to the Devil? This Gentleman's Misfortunes I plac'd 
all to my own Account: He had told me at Cheſter, 
he was ruin'd by that Match, and that his Fortunes 
were made deſperate oa my Account; for that 
thinking I had been a Fortune he was run into Debt 
more than he was able to pay; that he would go into 
the Army, and carry a Muſquet, or buy a Horſe and 
take a Tour, as he call dit; and tho' I never told 
him that I was a Fortune, and fo did not actually de- 
ceive him my ſelf, yet I did incourage its having it 
thought ſo, and ſo I was the Occaſion originally of 
his Miſchief. 

THe Surprize of this Thing only, ſtruck deeper 
in my Thoughts, and gave me ſtronger Reflections 
than all that had befallen me before; I griev'd Day 
and Night, and the more, for that they told me, he 
was the Captain of the Gang, and that he had com- 
mitted ſo many Robberies, that Hind, or Whitney, 
or the Golden Farmer were Fools to him; that he 
would ſurely be hang 'd if there were no more Men 
left in the Country; and that there would abun- 
dance of People come 1n againſt him. 

I Was overwhelm'd with Grief for him; my own 
Caſe gave me no Diſturbance compar'd to this, and 
I loaded my ſelf with Reproaches on his Account; 
I bewaild my Mi-fortuues, and the Ruin he was 
now come to, at ſuch a Rate, that I reliſh*d nothin 
now, as I did before, and the firſt Reflections I made 
upon the horrid Life I had liv'd, began to return up- 
on me, and as theſe Things return'd, my Abhorrence 
of the Place, ard of the Way of living in it, re- 
turn'd alſo; in a Word, I was perfectly chang'd, 
and become another Body. | 
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 WriLE I was under theſe Influences of Sorrow 
for him, came Norice to me that the next Seſſions 
there would be a Bill preferr'd to the Grand Jury 
againſt me, and that I ſhonld be try'd for my Life: 
My Temper was touch'd before, the wretched Bold- 
neſs of Spirit, whichT had acquir'd, abated, and con- 
ſcious Guilt began to flowin ny Mind: In ſhort, I be- 
gan to think, and to think indeed is one real Advance 
from Hell to Heaven ; al: tat harden'd State and 
Temper of zul, which I ſaid ſo much of before, is 
but a Deprivation r Thought; he that is reftor'd 
to his Thinking, is reſtor'd to himſelf. 

As ſoonasT began, I fay to think, the firfſt thing 
that occur'd to me broke out thus; Lord! what will 
become of me? I ſhall be caſt to be ſure, and there 
is nothing beyond that, but Death! I have no Friends, 
what ſhall I do? I thall be certainly Caſt! Lord! 
have Mercy upon me! What will become of me! 
This was a ſad Thought, you will ſay, to be the 
firſt (after ſo long Time,) that had ſtarted in my 
Soul of that kind, and yet, even this was nothing, 
but Fright, at what was to come; there was not a 
Word of ſincere Repentance in it all. However, I 
was dreadfully dejected, and diſconſolate to the laſt 
Degree; and as Ihad no Friend to communicate my 
diſtreſs'd Thoughts to, it lay ſo heavy upon me, that 
it threw me into Fits, and Swoonings ſeveral times 
a Day. I ſent for my old Governeſs, and ſhe, give 
ber, her Due, acted the Part of a true Friend, ſhe 
left no Stone unturn'd to prevent the Grand Jury 
finding the Bill; ſhe went to ſeveral of the Jury 
Men, talk'd with them, and endeavour'd to poſſeſs 
them with favourable Diſpoſit ions, on Account that 
nothing was taken away, and no Houle broken, c. 
but all would not do; the two Wenches ſwore home 
to the Fact, and the Jury found the Bill for Rob- 
bery and Houſe-breaking, that 18 for Felony and 
Burglary. 

| I >UNK 
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I SUNK down when they brought the News of it, 
and after I came to my ſelf, I thought I ſhould have 
died with the Weight of it: My Governeſs a&ed a 
true Mother to me, ſhe pitty'd me, ſhe cry'd with 
me, and for me; but ſhe could not help me; and to 
add to the Terror of it, *twas the Diſcourſe all over 
the Houſe, that I ſhould dye for it; I could hear 
them talk 1t among themſelves very often, and ſee 
them ſhake their Heads, and ſay they were ſorry for 
it, and the like, as is ufual in the Place; but {till no 
Body came to tell me their Thoughts, till at laſt 
one of the Keepers came to me privately, and ſaid 
with a Sigh, well Mrs. Flanders, you will be try'd 
a Friday, (this was but a Wedneſday) what do you 
intend to do? I turn'd as white as a Clout, and ſaid, 
God knows what I ſhall do, for my part I know 
not. what to do; why, ſays he, I won't Flatter you, 
I would have you prepare for Death, for I doubt 
yon will be Caſt, and as you are an old Offender , 
I doubt yon will find but little Mercy: They ſay 
added he, your Caſe is very plain, and that the Wit- 
neſſes ſwear ſo home againſt you, there will be no 
ſtanding it. 


THis was a ſtab into the very Vitals of one un- " 


der ſach a Burden, and I could not ſpeak a Word ji 
good or bad, for a great while; at laſt T burit out 14 
into Tears, and ſaid to him, O Sir, What muſt T My 


do? Do, ſiys be, ſend for a Miniſter, and talk i 
with him; for, indeed Mrs. Flanders, unleſs you Wil 
have very good Friends, you are no Woman for this 


World. 1 
Tris was plain dealing indeed, but it was very | | 

harſh to me, at leaſt I thought it ſo: He left me in | 

the greateſt Confuſion imaginable, and all that | 


Night I lay awake; and now I began to ſay my 
Prayers, which I had ſcarce done before ſince my 
laſt Husband's Death, or from a little while after; 
and truly I may well call it, ſay ing my ron " 

OC | |} 
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for I was in ſuch a Confuſion, and had ſuch "= 


ror upon my Mind, that tho? I cry'd, and repeat- 
ed ſeveral times the Ordinary Expreſſion of, Lord 
have Mercy upon me; I never brought myſelf to a- 
ny Senſe of being a miſerable Sinner, as indeed I 
was, and of Confeſſing my Sins to God, and beg- 
ging Pardon for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt ; I was 
overwaeln'd with the Senſe of my Condition, be- 


ing try'd for my Life, and being ſure to be Exe - 


cuted, and on this Account, I cry'd out all Night, 
Lord! what will become of me? Lord! what ſhall I 
do? Lord have have mercy upon me, and the like. 
Mx poor afflicted Governeſs was now as much 
concern d as I, and a great deal more truly Penitent , 
tho* ſhe had no proſpe& of being brought to a Sen- 
tence, not but that ſhe deſerv'd it as much as I, and 
ſo ſhe ſaid herſelf, but the had not done any thing 


for many Years, other than receiving what I, and 


others had ſtolen, and encouraging us to ſteal it: But 
ſhe cry'd and took on, like a diſtracted Body, wring- 
ing her Hands, and crying out that ſhe was un- 
done, that ihe believ'd there was a Curſe from Hea- 
ven upon her, that ſhe ſhould be damn'd, that ſhe 
had been the Deſtruction of all her Friends, that 
ſhe brought ſuch a one, and ſuch a one, and ſuch 
one to the Gallows ; and there the reckon'd up ten 


or eleven People, ſome of which TI have given an 


Account of that came to untimely Ends, and that 
now ſhe was the occaſion of my Ruin, for ſhe had 
perſuaded me to go on, when I would have left off: 
T interrupted her there; no Mother, no, ſaid I, don't 
ſpeak of that, for you would have had me left off 
when I got the Mercer's Money again, and when I 
came home from Harwich, and I would not hearken 
to you, therefore you have not been to blame, it is I 
only have ruin'd myſelf, Ihave brought myſelf to 
tiis Miſery, and thus we ſpent many Hours together. 


WELT, 


4 

WEIL I, there was no Remedy, the Proſecution 
went on, and on the Thurſday I was carried down to 
the Seſſions-Houſe, where I was arraign'd, as they 
call'd it, and the next Day I was appointed to be 
Try'd. At the Arraignment I plead not guilty, and 
well I might, for I was indicted for Felony and 
Burglary ; that 1s for feloniouſly ſtealing two Peices 
of Brocaded Silk, value 461. the Goods ef Anthony 
Fobnſon, and for breaking open the Doors; whereas 
I knew very well they could not pretend I kad bro- 
ken up the Doors, or ſo much as lifted vp a Latch, 

ON the Friday I was brought to my Tryal, I had 
exhauſted my Spirits with Crying for two or three 
Days before, that HC ester the Thu /day Night 
than I expected, and Ha ore Courage for my Try 
al, than I thought Poing ior me to have. | 
WEN the Trya! began, an tte Indictment was 
read, I would have Volt, bur they told me the 
Witneſſes muſt be heard f aud then J ſhould have 
time to be neard. toe Witucites were the two 
Wenches, a Couple o. 141u Mouth'd Jades indeed, 
for tho dle tiivg was 4cuth in the main, yet they 
aggravated it to the vihoſt extremity, and ſwore I 
had tle Goods wholly un my pofleiſion, that J had 
hid tem among my Cloachs hat I was going off 
with them, t at I had one Foot over the Threihold 
nen they diſcover'd inemſelves, and then I put 
totlet over, ſo that I was quite out of the Houſe in 
the Street with the Goods before they took me, and 
then they {eiz'd me, and took the Goods upon me: 
Tic Fact in general was true, but I inſiſted upon 
it, tat they ſtop d me before I had ſet my Foot 
clear of the Threſhold; but that did not argue 
much, for I had taken the Goods and was bringing 
them waay, if I had not teen taken. 

I plcaded that Ihad ſtole nothing, they had loft 
nothing, that the Door was open, and I went in with 
Deſigu to buy, if ſeeing no Body in the Houte, I ws 

| taken 
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taken any of them up in my Hand, it cou'd not be 
concluded that I intended to ſteal them, for thet I 
never carried them farther then the Door to look on 
them with the better Light. 

THE Court would not allow that by any means, 
and made a kind of a Jeſt of my intending to buy 
the Goods, that being no Shop for the Selling of an 
thing, and as to carrying them to the Door to loo 
at them, the Maids made their impudent Mocks up- 
on that, and ſpent their Wit upon it very much; 
told the Court I had look d at them ſufficiently, and 
approv'd them very well, for I had pack d them un, 
and was a going with them. 

IN ſhort, I was fcund Guilty of Felony, but ac- 
quited of the Burglary, which was but {mall Com- 
fort to me, the firſt bringing me to a Sentence of 
Veath, and the laſt would have done no more: The 
next Day, Iwas carried down to receive the dread- 
ful Sentence, and when they came to ask me what 1 
had to ſay, why Sentence ſhould not paſs, I ſtood 
mute a while, but ſome Body prompted me 
aloud to ſpeak to the Judges, tor that they cou'd 
repreſent things favourably for me: This encou- 
rag'd-me, and I told them T'had nothing to ſay to 
ſtop the Sentence; but that I had much to ſay, to 
beſpeak the Mercy of the Court, that I hop'd they 
would allow ſomething in ſuch a Caſe, for the Cir- 
cumſtances of it, that I had broken no Doors, had 
carried nothing off, that no Body had loſt any 
thing; that the Perſon whoſe Goods they were, was 
pleas d to ſay, he deſir d Mercy might be ſhown, 
which indeed he very honeſtly did, that at the worſt 
it was the firſt Oftence, aud that I had never been 
before any Court of Juſtice before; and in a Word, 
I fpoke with more Courage than I thought I cou'd 
have done, and in ſuch a moving Tone, and tho 
with Tears, that I cou'd ſec it mov'd others to Tears 


that heard me, 


THE 
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Tn Judges fat Grave and Mute, gave me an 
eaſy Hearing, and time to ſay all that T would, but 
ſaying neither Yes, or No to it, Pronounc'd the Sen- 
tence of Death upon me; a Sentence to me like 
Death itſelf, which confounded me; I had no more 
Spirit left in me, I had no Tongue to ſpeak, or 
Eyes to look up either to God or Man. 

Mx poor Governeſs was utterly Diſconſolate, 
and ihe that was my Comforter before, wanted 
Comfort now herſelf, and ſometimes Mourning, 
ſometimes Raging, was-as much out of herſelf as a- 
ny mad Woman in Bedlam: Nor was ihe only Dif- 
conſolate as to me, but ſhe was ſtruck with Horror 
at the Senſe of her own wicked Life, and began to 
look back upon it with a Taſte quite different from 
mine; for the was Penitent to the higheſt Degree 
for her Sins, as well as Sorrowful for the Misfor- 
tune: She ſent for a Miniſter too, a ſerious pious 
good Man, and apply'd herſelf with ſuch earneſt- 
neſs by his aſſiſtance to the Work of a ſincere Re- 
pentance, that I believe, and ſo did the Miniſter 
too, that ſhe was a true Penitent, and which is fill 
more, ſhe was not only ſo for the Occaſion, and at 
that Juncture, but ſhe continu'd ſo, as I was inform'd 
to the Day of her Death, 

Ir is rather to be thought of, than expreſs'd 
what was now my Condition; I had nothing before 
me but Death; and as I had no Friends to affiſt me, 
I expected nothing but to find my Name in the 
Dead Warrant, which was to come for the Executi- 
on next Friday, of five more and myſelf. 

IN the mean time my poo” diſtreſs'd Governeſs 


ſent me a Miniſter, who at her requeſt came to vi- 


lit me: He exhorted me ſeriouſſy to repent of all 
my Sins, and to dally no longer with my Soul; 
not flattering myſelf with hopes of Life, which he 
ſaid, he ws inform'd there was no room to expect, 
but unfeign'dly to look up to God with my _ 
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Soul, and to cry for Pardon in the Name of Jeſus 
Chriſt, He back d his Diſcourſes with proper Quo- 
tations of Scripture, encouraging the greateſt Sinner 
to repent, and turn from their evil Way, and when 
he had done, he kneeled down and pray'd with me. 

Ir was now, that for the firſt Time, I felt any 
real Signs of Repentance; I now began to look back 
upon my paſt Life with abhorrence, and having a 
kind of View into the other Side of Time, the Things 
of Life, as I believe they do with every Body at ſuch 
a Time, began to look with a difterent Aſpect, and 
quite another Shape, than they did before : The 
Views of felicity, the joy, the Griefs of Life were 
quite other Things; and I had nothing in my 
Thoughts, but was ſo infinitely Superiour to what I 
had known in Life, that it appear'd to be the greateſt 
ſtupidity to lay a Weight upon any thing tho' the 
moſt valuable in this World. 1 > 

Tux Word Eternity repreſented it ſelf with all 
is incomprehenſible Additions, and I had ſuch ex- 
tended Notions of it, that I know not how to expreſs 
them: Among the reſt, how abſurd did every plea- 
fant Thing look? T mean, that we had counted plea- 
ſant before; when I reflected that theſe ſordid Tri- 
fles were the things for which we forfeited eternal 
Felicity. 

WIr theſe Reflections came in of meer Courſe. 
ſevere Reproaches for my wretched Behaviour in my 
paſt Life; that I had forfeited all hope of Happi- 
neſs in the Eternity that I was juſt going to enter 
into; and on the Contrary, was entitled toall that 
was miſerable, and all this with the frightful Ad- 
dition of its being alſo Eternal. 8 

A not capable of reading Lectures of Inftru- 


Qion to any Body, but I relate chis in the very man- 


ner in which things then appear'd to me, as far as Iam 
able; but infinitely ſhort of the lively impreſions 
which they made on my Soul at that time; indeed 
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thoſe Impreſſions are not to be explain'd by words, 
or if they are, I are not Miſtreſs of Words to expreſs 
them; It muſt be the Work of every ſober Reader 
to make juſt Reflections, as their own Circumſtances 
may direct; and, this is what every one at ſome- 
time or other may feel ſomething of; I mean a 
clearer Sight into things to come, than they had 
here, and a dark view of their own Concern in them. 

Bur I go back to my own Caſe ; the Miniſter 
preſs'd me to tell him, as far as I thought conveni- 
ent, 1n what State I found myſelf as to the Sight I 
had of things beyond Life; he told me he did not 
come as Ordinary of the Place, whoſe buſineſs it 
1s to extort Confeſſions from Priſoners, for the far- 
ther detecting of other Offenders ; that his buſineſs 
was to move me to ſuch freedom of Diſcourſe as 
might ſerve to disburthen my own Mind, and fur- 
niſh him to adminiſter Comfort to me as farjas was in 
his Power; aflur'd me, that whatever I ſaid to him 
ſhould remain with him, and be as much a Secret as 
if it was known only to God and myſelf ; and that 
he defir'd to know nothing of me, but to qualifie him 
to give proper Advice to me, and to pray to God 
for me. 

THIS honeſt friendly way of treating me, un- 
lock'd all the Sluces of my Paſlions: He broke into 
my very Soul by it; and I unravell'd all the Wick- 
edneſs of my Life to him: In a word, I gave him an 
Abridgement of this whole Hiſtory ; I gave him the 
Picture of my Conduct for 50 Years in Mivature, 

I HiD nothing from him, and he in return ex- 
horted me to a ſincere Repentance, explain'd tome 
what he meant by Repentance, and then drew out 
ſuch a Scheme of infinite Mercy, proclaim'd from 
Heaven to Sinners of the greateſt Magnitude that 
he left me nothing to ſay, that look'd like deſpair 
or doubting of being accepted, and in this Conditt- 
on he left me the firſt Night. 

* 5 Hz 
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H x viſited me again the next Morning, and went 
on with his Method of explaining the Terms of Di- 
vine Mercy, which according to him conſiſted of 
nothing more Difficult, than that of being ſincerely 
deſirous of it, and willing to accept it; only a ſin- 
cere Regret for, and hatred of thoſe things, which 
render d me fo juſt an Object of divine Vengeance: 
Jam not able to repeat the excellent Diſcourſes of 
this extraordinary Man; all that I am able to do, is 
to fay, that he reviv'd my Heart, and brought me 
into ſuch a Condition, that I never knew any thing 
of in my Life before: I was cover'd with Shame and 
Tears for things paſt, and yet had-at the ſame time 
a ſecret ſurprizing Joy at the Proſpect of being a 
true Penitent, and obtaining the Comfort of a Peni- 
tent, I mean the hope of being forgiven ; and fo 
{ſwift did Thoughts circulate, and fo high did the 
impreſſions they had made upon me run, that I 
thought I cou'd freely have gone out that Minute to 
Execution, without any uneaſineſsat all, caſting my 
Soul entirely into the Arms of infinite Mercy as a 
Penitent. 

Tux good Gentleman was ſo mov'd, with a vicw 
of the influence, which he ſaw theſe things had on 
me, that he bleſſed God he had come to viſit me, 
and reſolv'd not to leave me till the lat Moment. 

I T was no leſs than 12 Days after our receiving 
Sentence, before any were order d for Execution, and 
then the Dead Warrant, as they call it, came down, 
and I found my Name was among them; a terrible 
blow this was to my new Reſolutions, indeed my 
Heart ſunk within me, and I ſwoon'd away twice, 
one after another, but ſpoke not a word : The good 
Miniſter was forely Afflicted for me, and did what 
he could to comfort me with the fame Arguments, 
and the ſame moving Eloquence that he did before, 
and left me not that Evening fo long às the Prifon- 


keepers would ſuffer him to ſtay in the Priſon, my 
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leſs he wou d be lock d up with me all Night, which 
he was not willing to be. | 

I wonder'd much that I did not fee him all the 
next Day, it being but the Day before the time appoint- 
ed for Execution; and I was greatly diſcourag'd, and 
dejected, and indeed almoſt ſunk for want of that 
Comfort, which he had ſo often, and with ſuch Suc- 
ceſs yielded me in his former Viſits; I waited with 
great impatience, and under the greateſt oppreſſi- 
ons of Spirits imaginable till about four a-Clock 
when he came to my Apartment, for I had obtain'd 
the Favour by the help of Money, nothing being to 
be done in that Place without it, not to be Tepe in the 
Condemn'd Hole, among the reſt of the Priſoners, 
who were to die, but to have a little dirty Chamber 
to my ſelf. | 

Mx Heart leap'd within me for Joy, when I heard 
his Voice at the Door, even before 1 ſaw him; but 
let any one Judge what kind of Motion I found in 
my Soul, when after having made a ſhort excuſe 
for his not coming, he ſhew'd me that his time had 
been employ'd on my Account; that he had obtain- 
ed a favourable Report from the Recorder in my 
Caſe, and in ſhort that he had brought me a Re- 
prieve. 

H E us'd all the Caution that he was able in let- 
ting me know what it would have been double 
Cruelty to have conceal'd; for as grief had over- 
ſet me before, ſo Joy overſet now, and I fell into a 
more dangerous Swooning than at firſt, and it was 
not without Difficulty that I was recover'd at all. 

THe good Man having made a very Chriſtian 
Exhortation to me, not to let the Joy of my Re- 
prieve, put the Remembrance of my paſt Sorrow out 
of my;Mind, and told me, that he muſt leave me, 
to go and enter the Reprieve in the Books, and ſhow 
it to the Sheriffs, he ſtood up juſt before his going a- 
way, and in a very _ Manner pray d to _ 
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for me, that my Repentance might be made Un- 
feign'd and Sincere; and that my coming back as 
it wer into Life again, might not be a return- 
ing to tie Follies of Life, which I had made ſuch 
f-1-mn Reſolutions to forſake; I joyn'd heartily in 
that Petition, and muſt needs ſay, I had deeper 
Impreſſions upon my Mind all that Night, of the 


Mercy of God in ſparing my Life; and a greater 


Deteſtation of my Sins, from a Senſe of that goodneſs 


than I had in all my Sorrow before. 


THIS may be thought inconſiſtent in itſelf, and 
wide from the Buſineſs of this Book; Particularly, 
I refle& that many of thoſe who may be pleas'd and 
diverted with the Relation of the wicked part of 
my Story, may not reliſh this, which is really the 
beſt part of my Life, the moſt Advantageous to my 
ſelf, and the moſt inſtructive to others; ſuch how- 
ever will I hope allow me liberty to make my Sto— 
ry compleat : It would be a ſevere Satyr on ſuch, 
to ſay they do not reliſh the Repentance as much 
as tiey do the Crime; and they had rather the 
Hiſtory were a compleat Tragedy, as it was very 
likely to have been. 

Bur Igo on with my Relation, the next Morning 
there was a ſad Scene indeed in the Priſon; the firſt 
thing I was ſaluted with in the Morning, was the 
Tolling of the great Belt at St. Sepulcire's, which 
uſher'd in the Day: As foon as it began to Toll, a 
diſmal grcaning and crying was heard from the 
Condemn'd Hole, wiere there lay fix poor Souls, 
who were to be Executed that Day, ſome for one 
Crime, ſome for another, and two for Murther. 

Taxis was follow'd by a contus'd Clamour in the 
Houſe, among the ſeveral Priſoners, expreſſing 
their aukward Sorrows for the pcor Creatures that 
were to die, but in a manner extreamly differing 
one from another; ſome cried for them; ſome 
Brutimly huzza'd, and uihh'd them a good Jour- 

ney; 
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ney, ſome damn'd and curſt thoſe that had brought 
them to it; many pitying them; and ſome few, but 
but very few praying for them. 

THERE was hardly room for ſo much Compoſure 
of Mind, as was requir'd for me to bleſs the merci- 
ful Providence that had as it were ſnatch'd me out 
of the Jaws of this Deſtruction: I remained as 
it were Dumb and Silent, overcome with the 
Senſe of it, and not able to expreſs what I had in 
my Heart; for the Paſſions on ſuch Occaſions as 
theſe, ace certainly fo agitated as not to be able 
preſently to regulate their own Motions, 

ALL the while the poor condemn'd Creatures 
were preparing for Death, and the Ordinary as 
they call him, was buſy with them, diſpoſing them 
to ſubmit to their Sentence: I ſay all this while I 
was ſeiz d with a fit of trembling, as much as I 
cou'd have been, if I had been in the fame Condi- 
tion, asT was the Day before ;I was ſoviolently agi- 
tated by this Surpriſing Fit, that I ſhook as if it had 
been in an Ague; ſo that I could not ſpeak or look, 
but like one Diſtracted : As ſoon as they were all 
put into the Carts and gone, winch however I tad 
not Courage enough to ſee, I ſay, as ſoon as they 
were gone, I fell into a fit of crying involuntart- 
ly, as a meer Diſtemper, and yet ſo violent, and it 
held me ſo long, that I knew not what Courſe to 
take, nor could I ſtop, or put a Checque to it, no, 
not with all the Strength and Courage I had. 

Tris fit of crying held me near two Hours, and 
as I believe held me till they were all out of the 
World, and then a moſt humble Penitent ſerious 
kind of Joy ſucceeded , a real tranſport it was, or 
Paſſion of Thankfulneſs, and in this I continu d 


IN the Evening the Good Miniſter viſited me a- 
gain, and fell to his uſual good Diſcourſes, he Con- 
gratulated my having a ſpace yet allow d.me _ 
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it; ſo:ll was I beholding to Fame, and ſo prevail- 
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Repentance, whereas the State of thoſe ſix poor Crea- 
tures was determin'd, and they were now paſt the 
Offers of Salvation; he preſs'd me to retain the ſame 
Sentiments of the things of Lite, that I had when I 
had a View of Eternity; and at the End of all, told 


me that I ſhould not conclude that all was oyer, 


that a Reprieve was not a Pardon, that he could not 
anſwer for the Effects of it; however I had this 
Mercy, that I had more Time given me, and it was 
my Buſineſs to improve that Time. 

Tr1s Diſcourſe left a kind of Sadneſs on my 
Heart, as if I might expect the Affair would have 
a tragical Iſſue ſtill, which however he had no Cer- 
tainty of, yet I did not at that time queſtion him a- 
bout it, he having ſaid he would do his utmoſt to 
bring it to a good End, and that he hop'd he might, 
but he would not have me be Secure; and the Conſe- 
quence thew'd that he had Reaſon for what he ſaid. 

IT was about a Fortnight after this, that I had 


ſome juſt Apprhenſions that I ſhould be included in 


the Dead Warrant at the enſuing Sejlions ; and it 
was not without great Difhculty, and at laſt an 
humble Petition for Tranſportation, that I avoided 


IJ 


ing was the Report of being an old offender, tho 


in that they did not do me ſtrict Juſtice, for I was 
not in the Senſe of the Law an old Offender, what 


ever I was in the Eye of the judge; for I had never 
been before them in a judicial way before, ſo the 


udges could not charge me with being an old Offen- 
der, but the Recorder was pleas'd to repreſent my 


Caſe as he thought fit. 
I Hap nowaCertainty of Life indeed, but with 
the hard Conditions of being order'd for Tranſporta- 


tion, which was, 1 ſay, a hard Condition in it ſelf. but 


not wien comparatively conſider'd; and therefore 
I ſhall make no Comments upon the Sentence, nor 


upon the Choice I was put too; we all ſhall chooſe 


any 
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any thing rather than Death, eſpecially when 'tis 
attended with an uncomfortable Proſpect beyond it, 
which was my Caſe. 

Txt good Miniſter, whoſe Intereſt, tho' a Strau- 
ger to me, had obtain'd me the reprieve, mourn'd 
fincerely for his part; he was in Hopes, be ſaid, 
that I ſhould have ended my Days under the Influ- 
ence of good Inſtruction, that I might not have for- 
got my former Diſtreſles, and that I ſhould not have 
been turn d looſe again among ſich a wretched Crew 
as are thus ſent Abroad, where, be ſaid, T muſt-have 
more than ordinary ſecret Aſſiſtance from the Grace 
of God, if I did not turn as wicked again as ever. 

I Have not for a good while mention'd my Go- 
verneſs, who had been dangerouſly Sick, and being 
in as near a View of Death, by her Diſeaſe, as I 
was by my Sentence, was a very great Penitent; I 
ſay, I have not mention'd her, nor indeed did J ſee 
her in all this Time, but being now recovering, 
and juſt able to come Abroad, ſhe came to ſee me. 

I Tor p her my Condition, and what a different 
flux and reflux of Fears, and Hopes I had been agi- 
tated with, I told her, what I had eſcap'd, and up- 
on what Terms; and ſhe was preſent, when the Mi- 
niſter expreſs'd his Fears of my relapſing again in- 


to wickedneſs upon my falling into the wretch'd 


Company, that are generally tranſported: Indeed 
T had a melancholly Reflection upon it in my own 
Mind, for I knew wiat a dreadful Gang was always 
ſent a way together, and ſaid to my Governeſs, that 
the good Miniſter's Fears were not without Cauſe ; 
Well, well, ſays bz, but I hope you will not be temp- 
ted with ſuch a horrid Example as that, and as ſoon 
as the Miniſter was gone, ſhe told me, ſhe would 
not have me Diſcourag'd, for perhaps Ways and 
Means might be found, to diſpoſe of me in a parti- 


cular Way, by my ſelf, of which {he would talk 
farther with me afterward. 
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I Loox'D earneſtly at her, and thought ſhe 
look'd more chearful than ſhe uſually had done, and 
I entertain'd immediately a thouſand Notions of be- 
ing deliver'd, but couldnot for my Life imagine the 
Methods, or think of one that was feizable ; but I 
was too much concern'd in it, to let her go from me 
without explainingherſelf, which tho'ſhe was very 
loath to do, yet, as Iwas ſtill prefling, ihe anſwer'd 
me in few Words, thus, Why, you have Money, have 
you not? Did you ever know one in your Life that 
was tranſported, and had a hundred Pound in his 


Pocket, I'Il warrant ye Child, ſays He. 


I UND ERSTOOD her preſently, but told her I 
ſaw no Room to hope for any thing, but a ſtrict Ex- 
ecution of the Order, and as it was a Severity that 
was eſteem'd a Mercy, there was no Doubt but 
it would be ſtrictly obſerv'd; ſhe ſaid no more 


but this, we will try what can be done, and ſo we 


parted. 

I Lay in the Priſon near fifteen Weeks after this; 
wat the Reaſon of it was, I know not, but at the 
End of this Time I was put on Board of a Ship in 
the Thames, and with me a Gang of Thirteen, as 
harden'd vile Creatures as ever Newgate produc'd in 
my Time; and it would really well take up a 
Hiſtory longer than mine to deſcribe the De. 
grees of Impudence, and audacious Villany that 
thoſe Thirceen were arriv'd to, and the manner of 
their behaviour in the Voyage; of which I have a 
very diverting Account by me, which the Captain 
of the S11p, who carry'd them over gave me, and 
wich he caus'd his Mate to Write down at large. 

IT way perhaps be thougut Trifling to enter here 
into a Relation of all the little Incidents which at- 
tended me in this Interval of my Circumſtances ; I 
mean, between the final Order tor my 'Tranſporta- 
tion, and the Time ot goiug on Board the Ship, and 
Ia. too near the End of my Story, to allow Room 

for 
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for it, but ſomething relating to me and my Lanca- 
ſhire Hnsband, I muſt not omit. 

HE had, as I have cbſerv'd already, been carry'd 
from the Maſter's. Side of the ordinary Priſon into 
the Preſs-Yard, with three of his Comrades, for 
they found another to add to them after ſome Time; 
here, for what Reaſon I knew not, they were kept 
without being brought to a Tryal almoſt three 
Months, it ſeems they found Means to Bribe or Buy 
off ſome who were to come in againſt them. and they 
wanted Evidence to convict them: After ſome puz- 
zle on this Account, they made ſhift to get Proof 
enough againſt two of them, to carry them off; but 
the other two, of which my Lancaſhire Husband was 
one, lay ſtill in Suſpence: They had I think one 
poſit ive Evidence againſt each of them; but the Law 
obliging them to have two Witneſſes, they could make 
nothing of it; yet they were reſolv'd not to part 
with the Men neither, not doubting but Evidence 
would at laſt come in; and in Order to this, I think 
Publication was made, that ſuch Priſoners were taken, 
and any one might come to the Priſon and ſee them. 

I Toox this Opportunity to ſatisfy my Curioſity, 
pretending I had been robb'd in the Dunſtable Coach, 
and that I would go to fee the two Highway -Men; 
but when I came into the Preſs Tard, I fo diſguis'd 
my ſelf, and muffled my Face up fo, that he could 
ſee little of me, and knew nothing of who I was, but 
when I came back, I ſaid publickly that I knew them 
very well. 

IMMEDIATELY it was all over the Priſon, that 
Moll Flanders would turn Evidence againſt one of 
the Highway-Men, and that I was to come off by it 
from the Sentence of Tranſportation. | 

Tnzy heard of it, and immediately my Husband 
deſi*'d to fee this Mrs, Flanders that knew him ſo 
well, and was to be an Evidence againſt him, and 
accordirgly, I had leave to go to him: I dreſsd 
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myſelf up as well as the beſt Cloaths that I ſuffer'd 
myſelf ever to appear in there, would allow me, 
and went to the Preſs-Tard, but had a Hood over my 
Face; he ſaid little to me at firſt, but ask d me if 
I Knew him; I told him, yes, very well; but as I 
conceal'd my Face, fo ICounterfeited my Voice too, 
that he had no Gueſs at who I was: He ask'd me 
where I had ſcen him, I told him between Dunſtable 
and Erickbill, but turning to the Keeper that ſtood 
by, I ask'd if I might not be admitted to talk with 
him alone, he ſaid, yes, yes, and ſo very civily 
withdrew. | 

"As (con as he was gone, and I had ſhut the Door, 

T threw of my Hood, and burſting out into Tears, 
my Dear; ſaid I, do you know me? He turn'd pale 
and ftood Speechleſs, like one Thunder ſtruck, and 
not able to conquer the Surprize, {aid no more but 
this, let me fit dowu; and fitting down by the Table, 
leaning his Head on his Hand, fix'd his Eyes on the 
Ground as one ſtupid: I cry'd ſo vehemently on the 
other Hand, that it was a good while cer I could 
ſpeak any more; but after I had given vent to my 
Paſſion, I repeated the ſame Words: My Deas, 
Do you not know me? At which he anlwer'd, Yes, 
and faid no more a good while. 

AFTER fone time continning in the ſurprize, as 
above, he caſt up his Eyes towards me and ſaid, How 
could you be ſo Hue? I did not readily underſtand 
what he meant; and I anſwer d, H w can you call 
me Cruel? Io come to me, ſays he, in ſuch a Place os 
this, i it not to inſult me, I have not robb d you, at 
leaſt not on the Highway ? 

I Perceiv'd by this, that he knew nothing of the 
miſerable Circumſtances I was in, and thought that 
having got Intelligence of his being there, I had come 
to upbraid bim witli his leaving me; but I had too 
much to ſay to him to be atrrouted, and told him in 
few Words, that I was far from coming to inſult 
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him, but at beſt I came to Condole mutually; that 
he would be eaſily ſatisfy'd, that I had no ſuch 
View, when I thould tell him that my Condition was 
worſe than his, and that many ways : He look'd a little 
concern d at the Expreſſion of my Condition being 
worſe than his; but with a kind of a ſmile, ſaid, How 
can that be? when you ſee me Fetter'd, and in New- 
gate, and two of my Companions Executed alrea- 
dy; can you ſay your Condition is worſe than Mine? 

CoME my Dear, ſays I, we have a long peice of 
Work todo, if I ſhould be to relate, or you to hear 
my unfortunate Hiſtory ; but. if you will hear it, 
you will ſoon conclude with me that my Condition 
is worſe than yours: How is that poſſible, ſays he, 
when Iexpect to be caſt for my Life the very next 
Seſſions ? Yes ſays I, tis very pojhble when I ſhall 
tel] you that I have been caſt for my Life three 
Seſſions ago, and am now under Sentence of Death, 
1s not my Caſe worſe than yours ? 

THeN indeed he ſtood filent again, like one 
ſtruck Dumb, and after a little while he ſtarts up, 
unhappy Couple! ſays he, How can this be poltible? 
I took him by the Hand, come Mx DEAR, ſaid J, 
fit down, and let us compare our Sorrows: I am a 
Priſoner in this very Houſe, and in a much worſe 
Circumſtance than you, and you will be fatisfy'd I 
do not come to Inſult you, when I tell you the par- 
ticulars; and with this we ſat down together, and 
I told him ſo much of my Story as I thought con- 
venient, bringing it at laſt to my being reducd to 
great Poverty, and repreſenting myſelf as fallen 
into ſome Company that led me to relieve my Di- 
ſtreſſes by a way that Thad been utterly unacquainted 
with, and that they making an attempt on a Tradeſ- 
man's Houſe I was ſeiz'd upon, for having been 
but juſt at the Door, the Maid-Servant pulling me 
in; that I neither had broke any Lock, or taken 
any thing away, and that notwithſtanding, that I 
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was brought in Guilty, and Sentenc'd to Die; but 
that the Judges having been made ſenſible of the 
Hardſhip of my Circumſtances, had obtain'd leave 
for me to he tranſported. | 

I ToLD him] far'd the worſe for being taken in 
the Priſon for one Moll Flanders, who was a famous 
ſucceſsful Thief, that all of them had heard of, but 
none of them had ever ſeen, but that as he knew was 
none of my Name ; but I plac'd all to the account 
of my ill Fortune, and that under this Name I was 
dealt with as an old Offender, tho' this was the firſt 
thing they had ever known of me: I gave him a 
long Account of what had befallen me, ſince I ſaw 
him; but told him J had ſeen him ſince, he might 
think I had; then gave him an Account how I had 
ſeen him at Bricthill; how he was purſued, and how 
by giving an Account that I knew him, and that he 
was a very honeſt Gentleman, the Heu and Gy was 
ſtopp'd, and the High Conſtable went back again. 
He liſten'd moſt attentively to all my Story, and 
ſmil'd at the particulars, being all of them iufinite- 
Iy below what he had been at the Head of, but wien 
{ came to the Story of little Brickhill, he was ſur- 
priz'd, and was it you my Dear, ſaid he, that gave the 
Check to the Mob, at Brickhill : Yes ſaid I, it was I 
indeed, then I told him the particulars which I had 


obſerv'd of him there. Why then ſaid he, it was you 


that ſav'd my Life at that time, and T am glad I owe 
my Life to you, for I will pay the Debt to you now, 
and I'll deliver you from the preſent Condition you 
are in, or I will die in the attempt. 
I ToLD him by no means; it was a Riſque too 
great, not worth his running the hazzard of, and for a 
Life not worth his ſavings *twas no matter for that 
he ſaid, it was a Life worth all the World to him; 
a Life that had given him a new Life; for ſays be, I 
was never in real Danger, but that time; till the laſt 
Minute when I was taken: Indeed his Danger then 
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lay in his believing he had not been purſu'd that 
way; for they had gone off from Hockley quite ano- 
ther way, and had come over the enclos'd Countr 
into Brickbill, and were ſure they had not been ſeen 
by any Body. | | 

HRE he gave a long Hiſtory of his Life, which 
indeed would make a very ſtrange Hiſtory, and be 
infinitely diverting : He told me that he took the 
Road about twelve Year before he marry'd me; 
that the Woman which call'd him Brother, was not 
any Kin to him; but one that belong'd to their 
Gang, and who keeping Correſpondence with them, 
liv'd always in Town, having great Acquaintance, 
that ſhe gave them perfect Intelligence of Perſons 
going out of Town, and that they had made ſeveral 
good Booties by her Correſpondence; that ſhe 
thought ſhe had fix'd a Fortune for him, when ſhe 
brought me to him, . but happen'd to be Diſappointed, 
which he really could not blame her for: That, if 
J had had an Eſtate, which ſhe was inform'd I had, 
he had reſolv'd to leave off the Road, and live a new 
Life, but never to appear in Publick till ſome ge- 
neral Pardon had been paſs'd, or till he could, for 
Money have got his Name into ſome particular Par- 
don, ſo that he migl t have been perfectly eaſy, but 
that as it had p.ov'd otherwiſe he was oblig'd to 
take up the old Trade again. 

HE gave a long Account of ſome of his Ad- 
ventures, and particularly one, where he robbd 
the Weſt Cheſter Coaches, near Litchfield, when he 
got a very great Booty; and after that, how 
he robb'd five Graſiers, in the Veſt, going to Bur- 
ford Fair in Viliſbirè to buy Shecp 3 he told me 
he got ſo much Money on thoſe two Occaſions, that 
if he had known waere to have found me, he would 
certainly have embrac'd my Propoſalof going with 
me to Virginia; or to have ſettled in a Plantation, 
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on ſome other of the Fnglih Colonies in America, 
He told me he wrote three Letters to me, directed 
according to my Order, but heard nothing from me: 
This indeed I knew to be true, but the Letters com- 
ing to my Hand in the Time of my latter Husband, 
T could do nothing in it, and therefore gave no An- 

ſwer, that ſo he might believe they had miſcarried. 
BRING thus diſappointed, he ſaid, he carry'd on 
the old Trade ever ſince, tho' when he had gotten 
ſo much Money, be ſaid, he did not run ſuch deſpe- 
rate Riſquesas he did before; then he gave me ſome 
Account of ſeveral hard and deſperate Encounters 
which he had with Gentlemen on the Road, who 
parted too hardly with their Money; and ſhew'd me 
ſome wounds he had receiv'd, and he had one or 
two very terrible Wounds indeed, particularly 
one by a Piſtol Bullet which broke his Arm; and 
another with a Sword which run him quite thro the 


Body, but that miſſing his Vitals he was cur'd again; 


one of his Comrades having kept with him fo 
faithfully, and fo friendly, as that he aſſiſted him 
in riding near 80 Miles before his Arm was Set, and 
then got à Surgeon in a conſiderable City, remote 
from the Place where it was done, pretending they 
were Gentlemen traveling towards Carliſle, that they 
had been attack d on the Road by Highway-Men, 
and that one of them had ſhot him into the Arm. 
TEIsõ, be ſaid, his Friend manag d ſo well, that they 
were not ſuſpected, but lay f ill till he was cur'd : He 
gave me al ſo ſo many diſtinct Accounts of his Adven- 


tures, that it is with great Reluctance, that I decline 


the relating them; but this is my own Story, not his. 
I THEN enquir'd into the Circumſtances of his 
preſent Caſe, and what it was he expected when he 
came to be try'd; he told me, that they had no E- 
vidence againſt him; for that of the three Rober- 
ries, which they were all Charg'd with, it was his 
good Fortune, that he was but in one of them, 00 
that 
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that there was but one Witneſs to be had to that Fact, 
which was not ſufficient; but that it was expected 
ſome others would come in, and that he thought when 
he firſt ſee me, I had been one that came of that Er- 
rand; but that if no Body came in againſt him, he 
hop'd he ſhould be clear d; that he had ſome intima- 
tion, that if he would ſubmit to Tranſport himſelf, he 
might be admitted to it without a Tryal, but that 
he could not think of it with any Temper, and 
thought he could much eaſier fubmit to be Hang'd. 
I BLAM D him for that; firſt, becauſe if he was 
Tranſported, there might be an Hundred ways for 
him that was a Gentleman, and a bold enterprizing 
Man to find his way back again, and perhaps ſome 
Ways and Means to come back betore he went : He 
ſmil'd at that Part, and ſaid he ſhould like the laſt 
the beſt of the two, for he had a kind of Horror up- 
on his Mind at his being ſent to the Plantations as 
the Romans ſent Slaves to Work 1n the Mines ; that 
he thought the Paſſage into another State, much 
more tolerable at the Gallows, and that this was 
the general Notion of all the Gentlemen, who were 
driven by the Exigence of their Fortunes to take 
the Road; that at the Place of Execution there wag 
at leaſt an End of all the Miſeries of the preſent 
State, and as for what was to follow, a Man was in 
his Opinion, as likely to Repent ſincerely in the 
laſt Fortnight of his Liſe under the Agonies of a 
Goal, and the condemn'd Hole, as he would ever be 
in the Woods and Wilderneſſes of America , that 
Servitude and hard Labour were Things Gentlemen 
could never ſtoop to, that it was but the way to 
force them to be their own Executioners, which was 
much worſe, and that he could not have any Pati- 
ence when he did but think of it. 
Iuſed the utmoſt of my endeavour to perſuade 
him, and joyn'd that known Womans Rhetorick to 
it, I mean that of Tears: I told him the Infamy of 
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a publick Execution, was certainly a greater preſ- 
ſure upon the Spirits of a Gentleman, than any Mor- 
tifications that he could meet with Abroad; that he 
had at leaſt in the other, a Chance for his Life, 
whereas here, he had none at all; that it was the 
eaſieſt thing in the World for him to manage the 
Captain of a Ship, who were generally ſpeaking, 
Menof good Humour, and a ſmall matter of Con- 
duct, eſpecially, if there was any Money to be had, 
would make way for him to buy himſelf off, when 
he came to Virginia. 

He look'd wiſhfully at me, and I gueſs'd he 
meant, that he had no Money, but I was miſtaken, 
his meaning was another way; you hinted juſt now, 
my Dear ſaid he, that there might be a way of com- 
ing back before I went, by which I underſtood you, 
that it might be poſſible to buy it off here , I had ra- 
ther give 200 1. to prevent going, than 100 l. to be ſet 
at Liberty whenT came there, That is my Dear ſaid I, 
becanſe you do not know the Place ſo well as I do: That 
may be, {aid he, and yet I believe as well as you know 
it, you would do the ſame unleſs it is, becauſe as you told 
me, you have a Mother there, 

I Tor p him. as to my Mother, ſhe muſt be dead 
many Years before ; and as for any other Relations 
that I might have there, I knew them not: That 
ſince my Misfortunes had reduc'd me to the Cond1- 
tion I had been in for ſome Years, I had not kept 
up any Correſpontence with them; and that he 
would eaſily belicve, I ſhould find but a cold Re- 
ception from them, if I thould be put to make my 
firſt viſit in the Condition of a Tranſported Felon ; 
that therefore if I went thither, I reſolved not to 
ſee them; but that I had many Views in going there, 
which took off all the uneaty Part of it; and if he 
found himſelf oblig'd to go alſo, I ſhould eaſily In- 
ſtruct him how to manage himſelf, 19 as never to go 
a Servant at all, eſpecially ſince J found he was not 
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deſtitute of Money, which was the only Friend in 
ſuch a Condition. 

HE ſmil'd, and ſaid, he did not tell me he had 
Money; I took him up ſhort, and told him I hop'd 
he did not underſtand by my ſpeaking, that I hould 
expect any ſupply from him if he had Money; 
that on the other Hand, tho* IT had not a great deal, 
yet I did not want, and while I had any I would 
rather add to him, than weaken him, ſceing what- 
ever he had, I knew in the Caſe of Tranſportation 
he would have Occaſion of it all. 

He expreſs'd himſelfin a moſt tender manner upon 
that Head he told me what Money he had was nct 
a great deal, but that he would never hide any of 
it from me if I wanted it; and aflur'd me he did 
not ſpeak with any ſuch Apprehenſions; that he 
was only intent upon what I had hinted to him; 
that here he knew what to do, but there he ſhould 
be the moſt helpleſs Wretch alive. 

I Tor p him he frighted himſelf with that which 
had no Terror in it; that if he had Money, as I 
wes glad to hear he had, he might not only a- 
void the Servitude, ſuppos'd to be the Conſequence 
of Trauſportation; but begin the World upon ſuch 
a new Foundation, as he cou'd not fail o, Succeſs 
in, but with the common Application uſual in ſuch 
Caſes; that he could not but call to Mind, I bad 
recommended it to him many Years before, and 
propos d it for reſtoring our Fortunes in the World; 
and I would tell him now, that to convince him 
both of the certainty of it, and of my being ful- 
ly acquainted with the Method, and alſo fully ſa- 
tisfy'd in the probability of Succeſs, he ſhou! 
firſt ſee me deliver myſelf from the Nevelhty of | 
going over at all, and then that I would 30 with 
him freely, and off my own Choice, and per aps 
carry enough with me to ſatisfy him; that I did 
not offer it, for want of being able to live mo 
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out Aſſiſtance from him; but that I thought our 
mutual Misfortunes had been ſuch, as were ſuffi— 
cient to Reconcile us both to quitting this part of 
the World, and living where no Body could up- 
braid us with what was paſt, and without the A- 
gontes of a condemn'd Hole to drive us to it, where 
we ſhould look back on all our paſt Diſſaſters with 
infinite Satisfaction, when we {ſhould conſider that 
our Enemies ſhould entirely forget us, and that we 
ſhould live as new People in a new World, no 
Body having any thing to ſay to us, or we to 
them. | | 
I PxESS'd this Home to him with ſo many Ar- 
guments, and anſwer'd all his own paſſionate Ob- 
jections ſo effectually, that he embrac'd me, and 
told me, I treated him with ſuch a Sincerity, as 
overcame him; that he would take my Advice, and 
would ftrive to ſubmit to his Fate, in hope of ha- 
ving the Comfort of ſo faithful a Counſellor, and 
ſuch a Companion in his Miſery ; but ſtill he put me 
in mind of what I had mention'd before; Namely, 
that there might be fome way to get off, before he 
went, and that it might be poſſible to avoid going 
at all, which he ſaid would be much better: I told 
him he ſhould ſee, and be fully ſatisfy'd that I 
would do iny utmoſt in that Part too, and if it did 
not fucceed, yet that I would make good the reſt. 
WE parted after this long Conference, with ſuch 
Teſtimonies of Kindneſs and Affection as I thought 
were Equal, if not Superior to that at our parting 
at Dunſtable , and now 1 ſaw more plainly the Rea- 
fon why he then declin'd coming with me toward 
London; and why when we parted there, he told 
me it was not convenient for him to come to Lon- 
don with me, as he would otherwiſe have done : I 


have obſcrv'd that the Account of his Life, would 


have made a much more plealing Hiſtory, than this 


of mine; and indeed nothing in it, was more ſtrange 
than 
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than this Part, (viz.) that he carried on that deſpe- 
rate Trade full five and Twenty Year, and had 
never been taken, the Succeſs he had met with, had 
been ſo very uncommon, and ſach, that ſometimes 
he had liv'd handſomely and retir'd, in one Place 
for a Year or two at a time, keeping himſelf and 
a Man Servant to wait on him, and has often ſat 
in the Coffee-Houſes, and heard the very People 
who he had robb'd give Accounts of their being 
robb'd, and of the Places and Circumſtances, (© that 
he cou'd eaſily remember that it was the ſame. 

IN this manner it ſeems he liv'd near Leverpool at 
the time, he unluckily married me for a Fortune: 
Had I been the Fortune he expected. I verily believe, 
he would have taken up and liv'd honeſtly. 

He had with the reſt of his Misfortunes the good 
luck not to be actually upon the ſpot, when the Rob- 
bery was done, which they were committed for, and 
ſo none of the Perſons robb'd cou'd ſwear to him; 
but it ſeems as he was taken, with the Gang, one 
hard-mouth'd Country Man ſwore home to im; and 
according to the Publication they had made, they 
expected more Evidence againſt him, and for that 
Reaſon he was kept in hold. 

HowEVER, the offer which was made to him 
of Tranſportation, was made, as I underſtood up- 
on the interceilion of ſome great Perſon who preſs d 
him hard to accept of it; and as he knew there 
were ſeveral that might come in againſt him, I 
thought his Friend was in the Right, and J lay at 
him Night and Day to delay it no longer. 

AT laſt, with much difficulty he gave his conſent, 
and as he was not therefore admitted to Tranſpor- 
tation in Court, and on his Petition as I was, ſo he 
found himſelf under a difficulty to avoid embark- 
ing himſelf as I had ſaid he might have done; his 
Friend having given Security for him that he thould 
Tranſport himſelf, and not return within the Term. 
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TH1s hardſhip broke all my Meaſures, for the 
ſteps I took atterwards for my own delieverance, 
were hereby render'd wholly ineffectual, unleſs I 
would abandon him, and leave him to go to Ameri- 
ca by himſelf; than which he proteſted he would 
much rather go directly to the Gallows. 

I MusT now return to my own Cafe, the time of 
my being Tranſported was near at Hand; my Go- 
verneſs who continu'd my faſt Friend, had try'd to 
obtain a Pardon, but it could not be done unleſs 
with an Expence too heavy for my Purſe, conſider- 
ing that to be left empty, unleſs I had reſolv'd to 
return to my old Trade, had been worſe than Tranſ- 
portation, becauſe there I could live, here I could 
not. The good Miniſter ſtood very hard un ano- 
ther Account to prevent my being Tranſported al- 
ſo, but he was anſwer'd, that my Life had been 
given me at his firſt Solicitations, and therefore he 
ought to ask no more; he was ſenſibly griev'd at 
my going, becauſe, as he ſaid, he fear'd I ſhould 
loſe the good impreſſions, which a proſpect of 
Death had at firſt made on me, and which were 
ſince encreas'd by his Inſtructions, and the pious 
Gentleman was exceedingly.concern'd on that Ac- 
count. 

On the other Hand, I was not ſo follicitous a- 
bout 1tnow, but I conceal'd my Reaſons for it from 
the Miniiter, and to the laſt he did not know, but 
that I went with the utmoſt reluctance and affliction. 

Ir was in the Month of February that I was with 
thirteen other Convicts, deliver'd to a Merchant 
hat Traded to Virginia, on board a Ship, riding, in 
Deptford Reach: The Officer of the Priſon deliver d 
us on board, and the Maſter of the Veſſel gave 2 
Diſcharge for us. 

WE were for that Night clapt under Hatches, and 
kept ſo cloſe, that I thought lihould have been ſut- 


focated for want of Air, and the next Morning the 
| Ship 
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Ship weigh'd, and fell down the River to a Place 
call'd Bugby's Hole, which was done, as they told us 
by the agreement of the Merchant, that all Oppor- 
tunity of Eſcape ſhould be taken from us: How- 
ever when the Ship came thither, and caſt Anchor, 
we were permitted to come upon the Deck, but 
not upon the Qnarter-Deck, that being kept par- 
ticularly for the Captain, and for Paſſengers 

WHEN by the Noiſe of the Men over my Head, 
and the Motion of the Ship, I perceiv'd they were 
under Sail, I was at firſt greatly ſurpriz d, fearing 
we :thould go away, and that our Friends would not 
be admitted to 5 us; but I was eaſy ſoon after, 
when I found they had come to an Anchor, and that 
we had Notice given by ſome of the Men, that the 
next Morning we ſhould have the Liberty to come 
upon Deck, and to have our Friends come to ſee us. 

ALL that Night I lay upon the hard Deck, as 
the other Priſoners did, but we had afterwards lit- 
tle Cabins allow'd for ſuch as had any Bedding to 
lay in them; and room to ſtow any Box or Trunk 
for Cloaths, and Linnen if we had it, (which 
might well be put in) for ſome of them had neither 
Shirt or Shift, Linnen or Woollen, but what was 
on their Backs, or one Farthing of Money to help 
themſelves; yet I did not find but they fard well 
enough in the Ship, eſpecially the Women, who 
got Money of the Scamen for waſhing their 
Cloaths, c. ſufficient to purchaſe any thing they 
wanted. 

Wk the next Morning we had the Liberty to 
come upon Deck, I ask'd one of the Officers, whe- 
ther- I might not be allow'd to fend a Letter on 
Shore to let my Friends know where we lay, and to 
get ſome neceſſary Taings ſent to me. Tnis was 
the Boatiwain, a very civil courteons Man, who 
told me I ſhould have any Liberty that I deſir'd, 
that he could allow me with Safety; I told him 1 * 
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fr'd no other; and he anſwer'd that the Ship's Boat 
would go np to London next Tide, and he would 
Order my Letter to be carry'd. f - 

ACCORDINGLY When the Boat went off, the 
Boatſwain came and told me the Boat was going off, 
that he went in it himſelf, and if my Letter was 
ready, he would take Care of it; I had prepar'd 
Pen, Iuk, and Paper before-hand, and had gotten 
a Letter ready directed to my Governeſs, and en- 
clos'd another to my fellow Prifoner, which how- 


ever I did not let her know was my Husband, not 


to the laſt; in that to my Cover neſs, I let her know 


where the Ship lay, and preſs'd her to ſend me what 


Thi gs ſhe had got ready for me, for my Voyage. 
VRN I gave the Boatſwain the Letter, I gave 
him a S illing with it, which I told him was for the 
Charge if a Porter, which I had entreated him to 
ſend with the Letter, as ſoon as he came on Shore, 
that if poilible I might have an Anſwer brought 
back by the ſame Hand, that I might know what 
was become cf my Things, for, Six, ſays I, if the 
Ship ſhould go away before I have them, I am 
undone. | 
I Took care when Igave him the Shilling, to let 
him ſee I had a little better Furniture about me, 
than the ordinary Priſoners, that I had a Purſe, 
and in it a pretty deal of Money, and I found that 
the very Sight of it, immediately furniſh'd me 
with very different Treatment from what I ſhould 
otherwiſe have met with; for tho' he was Courte- 
ous indeed before, in a kind of natural Compaſſion 
to me, as a Woman in diſtreſs; yet he was more 
than ordinarily fo, afterwards, and procur d me to 
be better treated in the Ship, than, I ſay, I might 
otherwiſe have been; as ſhall appear in its Place. 
He very honeſtly deliver'd my Letter, to my 
Governeſs own Hands, and brought me back her 
Auſwer; and when he gave it me, gave me the 1 
| | | ling 
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ling again, there, ſays he, there's your Shilling again 
too, for I deliver d the Letter my ſelf; I could not 
tell what to ſay, I was fo ſurpriz'd at the thing; but 
after ſome Pauſe, I ſaid, Sir, you are too kind, it 
had been but reaſonable that you had paid yourſelf 
Coaci Hire then. | 

No, no, ſays he, T am over paid : What is that 
Gentlewoman, is ſhe your Siſter? | 

No, S1R, ſaid I, ſhe is no Relation to me, but 
ihe 1s a dear Friend, and all the Friends I have in 
the World: Well, ſays he, there are few ſuch Friends: 
Why, ſhe crys after you like a Child; Ay, ſays I a> 
gain, ſhe would give a Hundred Pound, I believe, 
to deliver me from this dreadful Condition. 

Wovrp ſhe ſo? ſays he, for half the Money, I 
believe, I could put you in a way how to deliver 
your ſelf, but this he ſpoke ſoftly that no Body 
could hear, | 

ALAs! Sir, ſaid J but then that muſt be ſuch a 
Deliverance as if I ſhould be taken again, would 
coſt me my Life: Nay, ſaid be, if yon were once 
out of the Ship, you muſt look to your ſelf after- 
wards, that I can ſay nothing to; ſo we drop'd the 
Diſcourſe for that Time. a 

I v the mean time, my Governeſs faithful to the 
laſt Moment, convey'd my Letter to the Priſon to 
my Husband, and got an Anſwer to it. and the 
next Day came down herſelf, bringing me in the 
firſt Place, a Sea Bed, às they call it, and all its 
ordinary Furniture; the brought me allo a Sea 
Cheſt, that is, a Cheſt, ſuch as are made for Seamen 
with all the Conveniencies in it, and fill'd with eve- 
ry thing almoſt that I could want; and in one of 
the Corners of the Cheſt, where there was a private 
Drawer, was my Bank of Money, that is to jay, 1o 
much of it as I had reſolv'd to carry with me; for 
I order'd part of my Stock to be lett behind, to 
bo ſent afterwards in ſuch Goods as I thould want 
| 1 4 wuen 
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when I came to ſettle , for Money in that Country, 
is not of much Uſe where all things are bought for 
Tobacco, much more is it a great Loſs to carry it 
from Hence, 

Bur my Caſe was particular; it was by no 
Means proper for me to go without Money or Goods, 
and for a poor Convid that was to be ſold as ſoon as 
I came on Shore, to carry a Cargo of Goods would be 
to have Notice taken of it, and perhaps to have 
them ſeiz'd; fo I took part of my Stock with me 
thus, and left the reſt with my Governeſs. 

My Governeſs brought me a great many other 
things, but it was not proper for me to appear too 
Well, at leaſt, till T knew what kind of a Captain 
we ſhould have: When ſhe came into the Ship, I 
thought ſhe would have died indeed; her Heart ſunk 

at the Sight of me, and at the Thoughts of parting 
with me in that Condition, and ſhe cry'd fo intole- 
rably, I could not for a long time have any talk 
with her. 

I Toox that time to read my fellow Priſoner's 
Letter, which greatly perplex'd me; he told me 
it would be impoſſible for him to be diſcharg'd time 
enough for going in the ſame Ship, and winch was 
more than all, he began to queſtion whether they 
would give him leave to go in what Ship he pleas d, 
tho he did voluntarily tranſport himſelf; but that 
they would ſee him put on Board ſuch a Ship as they 
Mould direct, and that he would be charg'd upon the 
Captain as other convict Priſoners were; ſo that he 
began to be in Diſpair of ſeeing me till he came 
to Virginia, which made him almoſt deſperate , ſee- 
ing that on the other Hand, if I ſhould not be there, 
if any Accident of the Sea. or of Mortality ſhould 
take me away, he ſhould be the moſt undone Crea- 
ture in the World, 

Tals was very perplexing, and I knew not what 
Courſe to take; I told my Governeſs the Story of 

. 4 
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the Boatſwain, and ſhe was mighty eager with me | 
to treat with him; but Thad no mind to it, till | 
J heard whether my Husband or fellow Priſoner, b 
ſo ſhe call'd him, cou'd be at liberty to go with me l 
or no; at laſt I was forc'd to let her into the whole "1 
matter, except only, that of his being my Husband; | 
I told her that I had made a poſitive Agreement | 
with him to go, if he could get the liberty of go- | 
ing in the ſame Ship, and I found he had Money. | 
Trex I told her what I propos'd to do when we | 
came there, how we could Plant, Settle; and in | 
ſhort, grow Rich without any more Adventures, bl 
and as a great Secret, I told her we were to Marry i 
j 


as ſoon as he came on Board. 

SHE ſoon agreed chearfully to my going, when 
ſhe heard this, and ſhe made it her buſineſs from 
that time to get him deliver'd in time, ſo that he 
might go in the ſame Ship with me, which at laſt 
was brought to paſs, tho' with great difficulty, 
and not without all the Forms of a Tranſported 
Convict, which he really was not, for he had not 
been tryd, and which was a great Mortification 
to him: As our Fate was now determin'd, and we 
were both on Board, actually bound to Virginia, in 
the deſpicable Quality of Tranſported Convicts, | 
deſtin'd to be ſold for Slaves, I for five Year, and 
he under Bonds and Security not to return to Eng- 
land any more, as long as he livd , he was very | 
much dejected and caſt down ; the Mortification of | 
being brought on Board as he was, like a Priſoner, | 
Yiqu'd him very much, ſince it was firſt told him 
0 ſhould Tranſport himſelf, ſo that he might go as 1 
a Gentleman at liberty; it is true he was not or- | 
der'd to he fold when he came there, as we were, 
and for that Reaſon he was obligd to pay for his 
Paſſage to the Captain, which we were not; as to 
the reſt, he was as much at a loſs as a Child what to 
do with himſelf, but by Directions. 
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HowEeveR, I lay in an nncertain Condition full 
three Weeks not knowing wu ther I ſhould have my 
Husband with me or no; and therefore not reſoly d 
how, or in what manner to receive the honeſt Boat- 
ſwain's Propoſal, which indeed he thought a little 
ſtrange. 

AT the End of this time, behold my Husband 
came on Board; he look'd with a dejected angry 
Countenance, his great Hart was ſwell'd with Rage 
and Diſdain; to be drag'd along with three Keepers 
of Newgate, and put on Board like a Cor yi, 
when he had not fo much as been brought to a Try- 
al; he made loud complaints of it by his Friends, 
for it ſeems had ſome Intereſt ; but they got ſome 
Checque in their Application, and were told he had 
had Favour cnongh, and that they had receiv d ſuch 
an Account of him ſince the laſt Grant of his 
Tranſportation, that he ought to think himſelf very 
well treated, that he was nut proſecuted a new: This 
anſwer quieted him, for he knew tco much what 
might have happen'd, and what he had room to ex- 
pect; ard now he ſaw the goodneſs of that Advice 
to him, which prevail'd with him to accept of the 
offer of Tranſportation, and after his chagrin at 
theſe Hell Hounds, as be call d them, wes a little 
over, he look'd more compos'd, began to be chear- 
ful, and as I was telling him how glad I was to have 
him once more out of their Hands, he took me in his 
Arms. and acknowleds'd with great Tenderneſs, 
that I had given him the beit Advice pollible : My 
Dear, ſays he, Thou haſt twice ſav'd my Life, from 
hence forward it ball be employ d for you, and Il] al- 
ways take Tour Advice, 

Our firſt buſineſs was to compare our Stock: He 
was very honeſt to me, and told me his Stock was 
pretty good when he came into the Priſon, but that 
living there as he did like © G? tleman, and, wh ch 
was much more, the making of Friends, and ſolicit- 


ing his Cale, had been very Expenſive; and in a 


Word 
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Word, all his Stock left was an Hundred and Eight 
Pounds, which he had about him in Gold. 

I Gave him an Account of my Stock as faith- 

fully, that is to ſay what I had taken with me; for 
I was reſolv'd what ever ſhould happen, to keep 
what I had left in Reſerve; that in Caſe I ſhonld 
die, what I had was enough to give him, and what 
was left in my Governeſs Hands would be her own, 
which ſhe had well deſerv'd of me indeed, 
Mx Stock which IT had with me was two Hundred 
forty ſix Pounds, ſome odd Shillings; fo that we had 
three Hundred fifty four Pound between us, but a 
worſe gotten Eſtate was never put together, to begin 
the World with. 

Our greateſt Misfortune as to our Stock, was 
that it was in Money, an unprofitable Cargoe to 
be carryed to the Plantations; I believe his was 
really all he had left in the World, as he told me 
it was; But I who had between ſeven and eight 
Hundred Pounds in Bank when this Diſſaſter befel 
me, and who had one of the faithfuleſt Friends in 
the World to manage it for me, conſidering the was 
a Woman of no Principles, had ſtill Three Hundred 
Pounds left in her Hand, which I had reſerv'd, as a- 
bove; beſides I had ſome very valuable things with 
me, as particularly two gold Watches, ſome ſmall 
Peiccs of Plate, and ſome Rings; all ſtolen Goods 
with this Fortune, and in the Sixty firſt Year of 
my Age, I launch'd out into a new World, as I may 
call it, in the Condition only of a poor Convict, 
order d to be Tranſported in reſpite from the Gal- 
lows; my Cloaths were poor and mean, but not 
ragg'd or dirty, and none knew in the whole Ship 
that I had any thing of value about me. 

HowEVeER, as I had a great many very good 
Cloaths, and Linnen in abundance, w.:1ch I had or- 
der'd to be pack d up in two great Boxcs, I had them 
Shipp'd on Board, not as my Goods, but as confign'd 
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to my real Name in Virginia; and had the Bills of 
Loa ing in my Pocket; and in theſe Boxes was my 
Plate and Watches, an very thing of value, ex- 
cept my Money, winch Ik pt by itſelf in a private 
Drawer in my Cheſt, and which cou'd not be found, 
or open'd if found without ſplitting the Cheſt to 
Peices 

TRE Ship began now to fill, ſeveral Paſſengers 
came on Board, who were embark'd on no Crimi- 
nal account, and theſe had Accommodations aſl. 
ſign'd them in the great Cabbin, and other Parts of 
the S ip, whereas we as Convicts were thruſt down 
below, I know not were; but when my Husband 
came on Board, I ſpuke to the Boatſwain, who had 
fo early given me Hints of his Friendſhip ; I told 
him he had befriended me 11 many things, and I had 
not male any ſuitable Return to him, and with that 
T put a Guinea into his Hand; I told him that my 
Husband was now come on Board, that tho' we were 
under the preſent Misfortunes, yet we had been 
Perſons of a differ ing Character from the wretch'd 
Crew that we came with, and deſir'd to know whe- 
ther the Captain might not be mov'd, to admit us 
to {ome Convenienccs in the Ship, for which we 
would make him what Satisfaction he pleas'd, and 
that we would gratifie him for his Pains in procuring 
this for us. He took the Guinea as I cou'd fee with 
great Satisfaction, and a ſſur'd me of his Aſſiſtance. 

Tür he told us, he did not doubt but that the 
Captain who was one of the beſt humour'd Gentlemen 
in the World, would be eaſily brought to Accommo- 
date us, as well as we cou'd deſire, and to make me 
eaſie, told me he would go up the next Tide on 
purpoſe to ſpeak to him abont it: The next Morn- 
ing happening to fleep a little longer than ordina- 
ry, when I got up, and began to look Abroad, I 
ſaw the Boattwain among tne Men in his ordinary 
Buſineſs ; 1 was a little melancholy at 5 ug 
t exe, 
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there, and going forwards to ſpeak to him, he ſaw 
me, and came towards me, but not giving him time to 
ſpeak firſt, I ſaid ſmiling, Idoubt, Sir, you bave for- 
got us, for I ſee you are very buſy, he return'd 
_ preſently, come along with me, and you ſhall ſee, 
Id he took me into the great Cabbin, and there ſat a 
good ſort of a Gentlemanly Man writing, and a 
great many Papers before him. 

HERE, ſays the Boatſwain to him that was a writ- 
ing, is the Gentlewoman that the Captain ſpoke to 
you of; and turning to me, be ſaid, I have been ſo 
far from forgetting your Buſineſs, that I have been 
up at the Captain's Houſe, and have repreſented 
faithfully what you ſaid, of your being furniſh'd 
with Conveniencies for your ſelf, and your Hus- 
band; and the Captain has ſent this Gentleman, 
who is Mate of the Ship down, on purpoſe to how 
you every thing, and to Accommodate you to your 
Content, and bid me aſſure you, that you ſhall not be 
treated like what you were expected to be, but with 
the ſame Reſpect as other Paſſengers are treated. 

Tux Mate then ſpoke to me, and not giving me 
time to thank the Boatſwain for his Kindneſs, con- 
firm'd what the Boatſwain had ſaid, and added, that 
it was the Captain's Delight to ſhew himſelf kind, 
and charitable, eſpecially, to thoſe that were under 
any Misfortunes, and with that he ſhew'd me ſeve- 
ral Cabbins built up, ſome in the great Cabbin, and 
ſome partition'd oft, out of the Steerage, but open- 
ing into the great Cabbin, on purpole for Paſſen- 
gers, and gave me Leave to chooſe where I would; 
I choſe a Cabbin in the Steerage, in which were ve- 
ry good Conveniencies to ſet our Cheſt, and Boxes, 
and a Table to cat on. 

Tur Mate then told me, that the Boatſwain had 
given ſo good a Character of me, and of my Hus- 
band, that he had Orders to tell me, we ſhould eat 
with him, if we thought fit, during the whole Voy- 
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age on the common Terms of Paſſengers; that we 
might lay in ſome freſh Proviſions if we plaes' d; or 
if not, he ſhould lay in his uſual Store, and that we 
ſhould have Share with him: This was very revi- 
ving News to me, after ſv many Hardſhips, and 
Afflictions; I thank'd him, and told him, the Cap- 
tain ſhould make his own Terms with us, and ask'd 
him Leave to go and tell my Husband of it, who 


was not very well, and was not yet out of his Cab- 


bin : Accordingly I went, and my Husband whoſe 
Spirits were {till ſo much ſunk with the Indignity 
(as he underſtood it) offer'd him, that he was ſcarce 
yet himſelf, was ſo reviv'd with the Account I 
gave him of the Reception we were like to have 
in the Ship, that he was quite another Man, and 
new Vigour and Courage appear'd in his very Coun- 
tenance; fo true is it, that the greateſt Spirits, 
when overwhelm'd by their Afflictions, are ſubject 
to the greateſt Dejections. 

AFTER ſome little Pauſe to recover himſelf, my 
Husband come up with me, and gave the Mate 
Thanks for the Kindneſs which he had expreſs'd to 
us, and ſent ſuitable Acknewledgments by him to 
the Captain, offering to Pay him by Advance, what - 
ever he demanded fer our Paſſage, and for the Con- 
veniencies he had help'd us to; the Mate told him 
that the Captain would be on Board in the After- 
noon, and that he would leave all that to him ; ac- 
cordingly in the Afternoon, the Captain came, and 
we found him the ſame courteous obliging Man, that 
the Boatſwain had repreſented him; and he was ſo 
well pleas'd with my Husband's Converſation, that 
in thort, he would not let us keep the Cabbin we 
had choſen, but gave us one, that as I ſaid before, 
open'd into the great Cabbin. 

Nok where his Conditions exorbitant, or the Man 
craving and eager to make a Prey of us, but for 
fifteen Guineas we had our whole Paſſage and Pro- 
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viſions, eat at the Captain's Table, and were ve- 
ry handſomely Entertain d. 

Txt Captain lay himſelf in the other part of the 
Great Cabbin, having let his round Houſe, as they 
call it, to a rich Planter, who went over with his 
Wife, and three Children, who eat by themſelves 
he had ſome other ordinary Paſſengers, who Quar- 
ter'd in the Steerage; and as for our old Fra- 
ternity, they were kept under the Hatches, and 
came very little on the Deck. 

I CouLD not refrain acquainting my Governeſs 
with what had happen'd, it was but juſt that ſhe, 
who was really concern'd for me, ſhould have part 
in my good Fortune; beſides I wanted her Afh- 
ſtance to ſupply me with ſeveral Neceſſaries, which 
beforeI was ſhy of letting any Body ſee me have; 
but now T had a Cabbin and room to ſet things in, 
I order'd abundance of good things for our Comfort 
in the Voyage, as Brandy, Sugar, Lemons, Cc. to 
make Punch, and Treat our Benefactor, the Cap- 
tain; and abundance of things for eating and drink- 
ing; alſo a larger Bed, and Bedding proportion'd 
to it; ſo that in a Word, we refolv'd to want for 
nothing. 

ALL this while I had provided nothing for our 
Aſſiſtance, when we ſhould come to the Place, and 
begin to call ourſelves Planters; and I was far from 
being ignorant of what was needful on that Occaſi- 
on; particularly all ſorts of Tools for the Plan- 
ters-Work, and for building; and all kinds of Houſe- 
Furniture, which if to be bought in the Country, 
muſt neceſſarily coſt double the Price. 

I diſcours'd that Point with my Governeſs, and 
ſhe went and waited upon the Captain, and told him, 
that the hop'd ways might be found out, for her two 
unfortunate Couſins, as ſhe call'd us, to obtain our 
Freedom when we came into the Country, and ſo 

enter'd into a Diſcourſe with him about the Means 
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and Terms alſo, of which I ſhall ſay more in its 
Place; and after thus ſounding the Captain, ſhe let 
him know, tho' we were unhappy in the Circum- 
ſtance that occaſion'd our going, yet that we were 
not unfurniih'd to ſet ourſelves to Work in the Coun- 
try; and were reſolv'd to ſettle, and live there as 
Planters: The Captain readily offer'd his Aſſiſtance, 
told her the Method of entering upon ſuch Buſineſs, 
and how eaſy, nay, how certain it was for induſtrious 
People to recover their Fortunes in ſuch a manner : 
Madam, ſays be, tis no Reproach to any Man in 
that Country to have been tent over in worſe Cir- 
cumſtances than I perceive your Couſins are in, pro- 
vided they do but apply with good Judgment to the 

Buſineſs of the Place when they come there. 
SRE then enquir'd of him what things it was 
| Neceſſary we ſhould carry over with us, and he 
like a knowing Man, told her thus: Madam, 
your Couſins firſt muſt procure ſome Body to buy 
them as Servants, in Conformity to the Conditions 
of their Tranſportation, and then in the Name of 
that Perſon, they may go about what they will; 
they may either Purchale ſome Plantations already 
begun, or they may purchaſe Land of the Government 
of the Country, and begin where they pleaſe, and 
both will be done reaſonably; ſhe beſpoke his Fa- 
vour in the firſt Article, which he promis'd to her 
to take upon himſelf, and indeed faithful perform'd 
it; and as to the reſt, he promis'd to recommend us 
to ſuch as ihould give us the beſt Advice, and not to 
1mpole upon us, which was as much as could be deſir'd. 
SHE then ask'd him, if it would not be Neceſſa- 
ry to furniſh us with a Stock of Tools and Ma- 
terials ior the Buſineſs of Planting, and he ſaid, 
yes, by all means; then ſhe begg'd his Athſtance in 
that, and told him ſhe would furniſh us with every 
thing that was Convenient whatever it coſt her; . 
accoid- 
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accordingly gave her a Lift of things Neceſſary 
for a Planter, which by his Account came to 
about fourſcore, or an Hundred Pounds; and 
in ſhort, ſhe went about as dexterouſly to buy 
them, as if ſhe had been an old Virginia Mer- 
chant , only that ſhe bought by my Direction 
above twice as much of every Thing, as he had 
given her a Liſt of. 

TRESE ſhe put on Board in her own Name, 
took his Bills of Loading for them, and endors'd 
thoſe Bills of Loading to my Husband, Enſuring 
the Cargo afterwards in her own Name; fo that 
we were provided for all Events, and for all 
Diſaſters. Tr 

I SHOULD have told you that my Husband 
gave her all his own Stock of 1081. which as I 
have ſaid, he had about him in Gold, to lay out 
thus, and I gave her a good Sum beſides, fo that 
I did not break into the Stock, which I had left 
in her Hands at all, but afcer all we had near 
2001. in Money, which was more than enough 
tor our purpoſe. | 

IX this Condition very chearful, and indeed 
joyful at being ſo happHy accommodated, we ſet 
Sail from Bugby's Hole to Graveſend, where the 
Ship lay. about ten Days more, and where the 
Captain came on Board for good and all. Here 
the Captain offer'd us a Civility, which indeed 
we had no Reaſon to expect, Namely, to let us 
go on Shore, and refreſh our ſelves, upon. giving 
our Words, that we would not go from him, and 
that we would return peaceably on Board again : 
This was ſuch an Evidence of his Confidence in 
us, that it over come my Husband, who in a meer 
Principle of Gratitude, told him as he could not 
be in any Capacity to make a ſuitable Return for 
ſuch a Favour, ſo he could not think of accepting 
| Z It, 
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it, nor could he be eaſy that the Captain ſhon'd 
run ſuch a Riſque : After ſome mutual Civilities, 
T gave my Husband a Purſe, in which was 80 
Guineas, and he put it into the Captains Hand : 
There Captain, ſays be, there's part of a Pledge 
for our Fidelity, if we deal diſhoneſtly with you 
on any Account, 'tis your own ; and on this we 

went on Sore! ien £10 1 

IN DEYD the Captain had Aſſurance enough of 
dur Reſolutions to go, for that having made ſuch 
Proviſion te Settle there, it did not ſeem Ratio- 
nal that we would chuſe to remain here at the 
Peril of Life, for ſuch it muſt have been: In 


a Word, we went all on Shore with the Captain, 


and Supp'd together in Graveſend , where we 
were very Merry, ſtaid all Night, lay at the 
Houſe where we Supp'd, and came all very 
honeſtly on Board again with him in the Morn- 
ing. Here we bought ten Dozen of Bottles of 
good Beer, ſome Wine, ſome Fowles, and ſuch 
Things as we thought might be acceptable on 
Board. N int 24 
My Governeſs was with us all this while, 
and went round with us into the Domus, as did 
alſo the Captain's Wife, with whom fhe went 
back; I was never ſo ſorrowful at parting wich 
my own Mother as I was at parting with her, 
and I never ſaw her more: We had a fair Eaſter- 
ly Wind the third Day after we came to the 
Downs, and we fail d from thence the 10th of A. 
pril , nor did we touch any more at any Place, 
till being driven on the Coaſt of Ireland by a ve- 
ry hard Gale of Wind, the Ship came to an An- 
chor in a little Bay, near a River, whoſe Name I 
remember not, but they ſaid the River came down 
from Limerick, and that it was the largeſt River 
in Leland. a 
HERE 
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HERE being detain d by bad Weather for ſome 
time, the Captain who continu'd the ſame kind 
good humour'd Man as at firſt, took us two on 
Shore with him again: He did it now in kindneſs 
to my Husband indeed, who bore the Sea very ill, 
eſpecially when it blew fo hard: Here we bought 
again, ſtore of freſh Proviſions, Beef, Pork, Mut- 
ton and Fowls, and the Captain ſtay'd to Pickle 
up five or ſix Barrels of Beef to lengthen out the 
Ships Store: We were here not above five Days, 
when the Weather turning mild, and a fair Wind; 
we ſet Sail again and in two and Forty Days 
came ſafe to the Coaſt of Virginia. 

WHEN we drew near to the Shore, the Captain 
call'd me to him, and told me that he found by 
my Diſcourſe, I had ſome Relations in the Place, 
and that I had been there before, and ſo he ſup- 
pos'd I underſtood the Cuſtom, in their diſpo- 
ſing the convict Priſoners when they arriv'd, I 
told him I did not, and that as to what Relations 
I had in the Place, he might be ſure I would make 
myſelf known to none of them while in the Cir- 
cumſtances of a Priſoner, and that as to the reſt, 
we left ourſelves entirely to him to aſſiſt us, as 
he was pleas'd to promiſe us he wou'd do. He 
told me I muſt get ſome Body in the Place to 
come and buy me asa Servant, and who muſt an- 
ſwer for me to the Governor of the Country, if 
he demanded me ; I told him we ſhould do as he 
mould direct; fo he brought a Planter to treat 
with him, as it were for the Purchaſe of me for a 
Servant, my Husband not being order'd to be Sold, 
and there I was formally fold tohim, and went 
a Shore with him: The Captain went with us, and 
carried us to a certain Houſe whether it was to be 
call'd a Tavern or not, I know not. but we had a 
Bowl of Punch there made of Rum, &c, and were 


Z 2 very 


( 349 ) 


very Merry. After ſome time the Planter gave ns 
a Certificate of Diſcharge, and an Acknowledge- 


ment of having ſerv'd him faithfully, and I was 


free from him the next Morning, to go whether 
I would. 

For this Peice of Service the Captain demand- 
ed of me 5000 weight of Tobacco, which he ſaid 
he was Accountable for to his Freiphter, and 
we bought for him, and made him a preſent of 
20 Gumeas, beſides ; which he was abundantly 


ſatisfy” d with. 


Ir is not proper to Enter here into the particu- 


lars of what Part of the Colony of Virginia we 
Settled in, for divers Reaſons; it may ſuffice to 
mention that we went into the great River of 
Potomacł, the Ship being bound thither; and there 
we. intended to have Settled at firſt, tho after- 
wards we altered our Minds. 

Tae firſt thing I did of Moment after having 
gotten. all our Goods on Shore, and plac'd them 
in a Store-houſe, which with a Lodging we hir 4 
at the finall Place or Village, where we Landed; 
1 ſay the firſt thing was to enquire after my Mo- 
ther, and after my Brother, (that fatal Perſon 
WO 7 married as a Husband, as J have related at 
large 5) a little enquiry furniſh'd me with In- 
formation that Mrs. , that is my Mother 
was Dead ;; that my Brother or Anta was a- 
Tive, and which was worſe, I found he was remov'd 
from the Plantation where I liv” d, and liv'd with 
one of his Sons in a Plantation juſt by the Place 
were we Landed, and had hir'd a Warehouſe. 

I Was a little ſarpriz'd at firſt, but as I ven- 

tut'd, to ſatisfy myſelf, that he could not know 
„ T was not only perfectly eaſy, but had a great 
mind to ſee him if it Was poſil ble, without his 


ſceing me; in order to BY t | found out by enqui- 
ry 
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tue Plantation where he liv'd, and with a Wo- 
man of the Place, who I got to help me, like 
what we call a Chairwoman, I rambl'd about to- 
wards the Place, as if I had only a mind to ſee the 
Country, and look about me; at laſt I came fo 
near that I ſaw the Dwelling-houſe : Task'd the 
Woman whoſe Plantation that was, ſhe ſaid, it be- 
long'd to ſuch a Man, and looking out a little to 
our right Hands, there ſays ſhe, is the Gentle- 
man that owns the Plantation, and his Father with 
him: What are their Chriſtian Names? ſaid I, I 
know not ſaid be, what the old Gentleman's Name 
is, but his Sons Name is Humpbry, and I believe, 
ſays (he, the Fathers is ſo too; you may gueſs, if 
you can, what a confusd mixture of Joy and 
Fright poſſeſt my Thoughts upon this Occaſion, 
for Iimmediately knew. that this was no Body elſe, 
but my own Son, by that Father ſhe ſhewed me, 
wo was my own Brother: I had no Mask, but I 
ruffled my Hoods ſo about my Face, that I de- 
pended upon it, that after above 20 Years ab- 
ſence, and withal not expecting any thing of me 
in that part of the World, he would not be able 
to know me; but I need not have us'd all that 
Cantion, for he was grown dim Sighted, by ſome 
Diſtemper, which had fallen upon his Eyes, and 
could but juſt ſee well endugh to walk about, and 
not run againſt a Tree, or into a Ditch : As they 


| drew near to us, I ſaid, does he know you Mrs. i 
| Owen? fo they call'd the Woman, yes, ſbe ſaid, i 
if he hears me ſpeak, he will know me; but Ii 
h he can't ſee well enough to know me, or any Bo- {| 
dy elſe, and ſo ſhe told me Story of his Sight, as bh 
. I have related: This made me ſecure, and {5 I 1 
7 threw open my Hoods again, and let them paſs . . i 
by me: It was a wretch'd thing for a Mother thus 1 
1 to fee her own Sor, a handſome comcly young 1 
+ 2 ? 321: le- | 
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Gentleman in flouriſhing Circumſtances, and 
durſt not make herſelf known to him; and durſt 
not take any notice of him; let any Mother of 
Children that reads this, conſider it, and but think 
with what anguilh of Mind I reſtrain'd myſelf; 
what yearnings of Soul I had in me to embrace 
him, and weep over him; and how I thonght all 
my Entrails turn'd within me, that my very 
Bowels mov'd, and I knew not what to do; as I 
now know not how to expreſs thoſe Agonies: 
When he went from me I ſtood gazing and trem- 
bling, aud looking after him as long as I could 
ſee him; then ſitting down on the Graſs, juſt at 
a Place I had mark'd, I made as if I lay down 
to reſt me, but turn'd from her, and lying on 
my Face went, and kiſs'd the Ground that he had 
let his Foot-on. 


'I Cov'p not conceal my Diſorder ſo much 


from the Woman, but that ſhe perceiv'd it, and 
thought I was not well, which I was oblig'd to pre- 
tend was true; upon which ſhe preſs'd me to riſe, 
the Ground being damp and dangerous, which I 
did, and walk'd away. 

As I was going back again, and ſtill Talking 
of this Gentleman, and his Son, a new Occaſion 
of melancholy offer'd itſelf thus: The Woman be- 
gan, as if ſhe would tell mea Story to divert me; 
there goes, ſays ſhe, a very odd Tale among the 
Neighbours where this Gentleman formerly liv'd : 
What was that, ſaid 1? why, ſays ſhe, that old 
Gentleman going to England, when he was a 
young Man, fell in Love with a young Lady 
there, one of the fineſt Women that ever was ſeen 
here, and Married her, and brought her over hither 


to his Mother, who was then living: He liv'd here 


ſeveral Years with her, continu'd ſhe, and had ſe- 
veral Children by her, of which the young 
Gentle- 
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Gentleman that was with him now, was one; but 
after ſome time, the old Gentlewomain his Mo- 
ther talking to her, of ſomething relating to her- 
ſelf, and of her Circumſtances in England, which 
were bad enough; the Daughter - in- Law, began to 
be very much ſurpriz'd, and uneaſy, and in thort, 
in examining further into things it appear'd 
paſt all Contradiction, that ſhe (the old Gentle- 
woman) was her own Mother, and that conſeguent- 
ly, that Son was her own Brother, which ſtruck 
the Family with Horror, and put them into ſuch 
Confuſion, that it had almoſt rum'd them all; 
the young Woman would not hve with him, he 
for a time went Diſtracted, and at laſt, the young 
Woman went away for England, and has never 
been heard of ſince. 

IT is eaſy to believe that I was ſtrangely affected 
with this Story; but *tis impoſſible to deſcribe 
the Natnre of my Diſturbance :I ſeem'd aſtoniſh'd 
at the Story, and ask'd her a Thouſand Queſti- 
ons about the particulars, which I found ſhe was 
thoroughly acquainted with; at laſt I began to 
enquire into the Circumſtances of the Family, 
how the old Gentlewoman, 1 mean, my Mother di- 
ed, and how ſhe left what ſhe had; for my Mo- 
ther had promis'd me very ſolemnly. that when 
{he died, the would do ſomething for me, and leave 
it ſo, as that, if I was Living, I ſhould one way 
or other come at it, without its being in the 
Power of her Son, my Brother and Husband to pre- 
vent it: She told me ſhe did not know exactly 
how 1t was order'd; but ſhe had been told, that 
my Mother had left a Sum of Money, and had tyed 
her Plantation for the Payment of it, to be made 
good to the Daughter, if ever the could be heard 
o either in England, or elſewhere , and that the 
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Truſt was left with this Son, who we ſaw with his 
Father. Tm 

Tx1s was News too good for me to make light 
of, and you may be ſure filPd my Heart with a 
Thouſand Thoughts, what Courſe I ſhould take, 
and in what manner I ſhould make myſelf known, 
or whether I ſhould ever make myſelf known, 
or no. 3 5 
HERE was a Perplexity that I had not indeed 
skill to manage myſelf in, neither knew I what 
Courſe to take: It lay heavy upon my mind 
Night, and Day, I could neither Sleep or Con- 
verſe, ſo that my Husband perceiv'd it, wonder'd 
what ail'd me and ſtrove to divert me, but it 
was all to no purpoſe ; he preſs'd me to tell him 
what it was troubled me, but I put it off, till at 
laſt importuning me continually, I was forc'd to 
form a Story, which yet had a plain Truth to 
lay it upon too; I told him I was troubled be- 
cauſe J found we muſt fhift our Quarters, and al- 
ter our Scheme of Settling, for that I found I 
ſhould be known, if I ſtay'd in that part of the 
Country; for that my Mother being dead, ſeve- 
ral of my Relations were come into that, Part 
where we then was, and that I muſt either diſco- 
ver myſelf to them, which in our preſent Circum- 
ſtances was not proper on many Accounts, or re- 
move, and which to do I knew not, and that this 
it was that made me melancholly. 

He joyn'd with me in this, that it was by no 
means proper for me to make myſelf known to a- 
ny Body in the Circumſtances, in which we chen 
were; and therefore he told me he would be wil: 
ling to remove to any other part of the Country, 
or even to any other Country if I thought fic ; 
but now I had another Dirculty, which was, 


that if I remov'd to another Colony, I put mo 
| {c 
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ſelf out of the way of ever making a due Search 
after thoſe Things which my Mother had left: 
Again, I could never ſo much as think of break- 
ing the Secret of my former Marriage to my 
new Husband; it was not a Story, would bear 
telling, nor could I tell what might be the Con- 
ſequences of it; it was impoſſible too, without 
making it publick all over the Country, as well 
who I was, as what I now was alſo. 

Tx1s Perplexity continu'd a great while, 
and made my . very uneaſy; for he thought 
T was not open with him, and did not let him 
into every Part of my Grievance; and he would 
often ſay, he wonder'd what he had done, that I 
would not truſt him, whatever it was, eſpecially 
if it was grievous and afflicting; the Truth is, 
he ought to have been truſted with every Thing; 
for no Man could deſerve better of a Wife; but 
this was a thing I knew not how to open to him, 
and yet having no Body to diſcloſe any Part of it 
to, the Burthen was too heavy for my Mind; for 
let them ſay what they pleaſe of our Sex not be- 
ing able to keep a Secret; my Life is a plain 
Conviction to me of the Contrary ; but be it our 
Sex, or the Men's Sex, @ Secret of Moment ſhould 
always have a Confident, a boſom Friend, to 
whom we may communicate the Joy of 1t, or the 
Grief of it, be it which it will, or it will be a 
double Weight upon the Spirits, and perhaps 
become even inſupportable in it ſelf; and this 
J appeal to Human Teſtimony for the Truth of. 

AND this is the Cauſe why many times Men, 
as well as Women, and Men of the greateſt, and 
beſt Qualities other ways, yet have found them- 
ſelves weak in this Part, and have not been able 
to bear the Weight of a fſ-cret Joy, or of a ſecret 
Sorrow; but have been oblig'd to diſcloſe it, e- 

ven 
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ven for the mere giving Vent to themſelves, and 


to unbend the Mind, oppreſt with the Weights 
which attended it; nor was this any Token of 
Folly at all, but a natural Conſequence of the 
Thing; and ſnch People had they ſtruggl'd longer 
with the Oppreſſion, would certinly havetoldit 
in their Sleep, and difclos'd the Secret, let it 
have been of what fatal Nature ſoever, without 
regard to the Perſon to whom it might be expos d: 
This Neceſſity of Nature, is a Thing which Works 
ſometimes with ſuch Vehemency, in the Minds 
of thoſe who are guilty of any atrocious Vil- 
lany; ſuch as a ſecret Murther in particular, that 
they have been oblig'd to Diſcover it, tho' the 
Conſequence has been their own Deſtruction: 
Now, tho' it may be true that the divine Jnſtice 
ought to have the Glory of all thoſe Diſcoveries 
and Confeſſions, yet *tis as certain that -Provi- 
dence which ordinarily Works by the Hands of 
Nature, makes Uſe here, of the ſame natural 
Cauſes to produce thoſe extraordinry Effects. 

I Coup give ſeveral remarkable Inſtances 
of this in my long Coverſation with Crime, and 
with Criminals; I knew one Fellow, that while 
I was a Priſoaer in Newgate, was one of thoſe the 
called then Night- fliers, I know not what Word they 
may have underſtood it by ſince; but he was one, 
who by Connivance was admitted to go Abroad 
evry Evening, when he play'd his Pranks, and 
furniſh'd thoſe honeſt People they call Thief- 
Catchers with Buſineſs to find out the next Day, 
and reſtore for a Reward, what they had ſtolen the 
Evening before: This Fellow was as ſure to tell 
in his Sleep all that he had done, and every Step 
he had taken, what he had ſtolen, and where, 
as ſure, as if he had engaged to tell it wab ing, 
and therfore he was oblig'd after he had been out 
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to lock himſelf up, or be locked up by ſome of 
the Keepers that had him in Fee, that no Bod 
ſhould hear him; but on the other Hand. if he 
had told all the Particulars, and given a full Ac- 
cound of his Rambles and Succeſs to any Com- 
rade, any Brother Thief, or to his Employets, as 
I may juſtly call them, then all was well, and he 
ſlept as quietly as other People. 

As the publuhing this Account of my Life, is 
for the ſake of the juſt Moral of every Part of 
it, and for Inſtruction, Caution, Warning and 
Improvement to every Reader, fo this will not 
paſs I hope for an unneceſſary Digreſſion, concern- 
ing ſome People, being oblig'd to difcloſe the 
greateſt Secrets either of their own, or other Peo- 
ples Affairs. 

Up the Opreſhon of this Weight, I la- 
bour'din the Caſe J have been Naming ; and the 
only Relief I found for it, was to let my Hus- 
band into fo much of it, as I thought would con- 
vince him of the Neceſſity there was, for us to 
think of Settleing in fome other Part of the World, 
and the aext Conſideration before us, was, which 
Part of the Engliſb Settlements we ſhould go to? 
my Husband was a perfect Stranger to the Coun- 
try, and had not yet ſo much as a Geographical 
Knowledge of the Situation of the ſeveral Places; 
and I, that till I wrote this, did not know what 
the Word Geographical ſignify'd, had only a ge- 
neral Knowledge from long Converſation with 
People that came from, or went to ſeveral Places; 
but this I knew, that Maryland, Poenſilvania, 
Eaſt and Weſt Ferſy, New-Tork, and New Eng- 
land, lay all North of Virgina, and that they 
were conſequently all colder Climates, to which, 
for that very reaſon, I had an Averſion , for that 
as I naturaly loy d warm Weather, ſo now I grew 

into 
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into Years; I had a ſtronger Inclination to ſhun 
a cold Climate; I therefore conſider'd of going to 
Carolina, which 1s the moſt Southern Colony of 
the Exgliſh on the Continent; and hither I pro- 
pos d to go, the rather, becauſe I might with eaſe 
come from thence at any time, when it might be 


proper to enquire after my Mother's Effects, and 
to demand them. 


WIT RH this Reſolution, I propoſed to my 
Husband our going away from where we was, and 
carrying our Effects with us to Carolina, where 
we reſolv'd to Settle ; for my Husband readily a- 
greed to the firſt Part (vz.) that it was not at all 
proper to ſtay where we was, ſince I had aſſur'd 
him we ſhould be known there, and the reſt I con- 
ceal'd from him. 

Bor now I found a new Difficulty upon me: 
The main Affair grew heavy upon my Mind till, 
and I could not think of going out of the Coun- 
try, without ſome how or other making Enquiry 
into the grand Affair of what my Mother had done 
for me ; nor conld I with any Patience bear the 
Thought of going away, and not make my ſelf 
known to my old Husband; (Brother) or to my 
Child, his Son; only I would fain have had it 
done without my new Husband having any 
Knowledge of it, or they having any Knowledge 
of him. 

I CasT about innumerable Ways in my 
Thoughts how this might be done: I would glad- 
ly have ſent my Husband away to Carolina, and 
have come after my ſelf; but this was impracti— 
cable, he would not ſtir without me, being him- 
ſelf unacquainted with the Country, and with 
the Methods of ſettling any where : Then I 
thought we would both go firſt, and that when 
we were ſettled I thould jcome back to Virginia; 

bur 
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but even then I knew he would never part with 
me, and be left there alone; the Caſe was plain, 
he was bred a Gentleman, and was not only un- 
acquainted, but indolent, and when we did Set- 
tle, would much rather go into the Woods with 
his Gun, which they call there Hunting, and which 
is the ordinary Work of the Indians: I ſay, he 
would much rather do that, than attend the na- 
_ tural Buſineſs of the Plantation. | 

THESE were therefore Difficulties unſurmoun- 
table, and ſuch as I knew not what to do in, I 
had ſuch ſtrong Impreſſions on my Mind about 
diſcovering my ſelt to my old Husband, that I 
could not withſtand them; and the rather, be- 
cauſe it run in my Thoughts, that if I did not, 
while he liv'd, I might in vain endeavour to 
convince my Son afterward, that Iwas really the 
ſame Perſon, and that I was his Mother, and fo 
might both loſe the Aſſiſtance and Comfort of the 
Relation, and loſe whatever it was my Mother had 
left me; and yet on the other Hand, Icould never 
think it proper to diſcover the Circumſtances I 
was in; as well relating to the having a Hus- 
band with me, as to my being brought over as a 


Criminal ; on both whach Accounts it was abſo- 


lutely Neceſſary to me to remove from the Place 
where I was, and come again to him, as from 
another Place and in another Figure. 

Uron thoſe Conſiderations, I went on with 
telling my Husband, the abſolute neceſſity there 
was of our not Settling in Potomack River, that 
we ſhould preſently be made Publick there, 
whereas if we went to any other Place in the 
World, we could come in with as much Reputa- 
tion, as any Family that came to Plant: That as 
it was always agreeable to the Inhabitants to 
have Families come among them to Plant, who 
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brought Subſtance with them, ſo we ſhould be 
ſure of agreeable Reception, and without any 
poſſibility of a Diſcovery of our Circumſtances, 
I Totp him too, that as I had ſeveral Rela- 
tions in the Place where we was, and that I durſt 
not now let my ſelf be known to them, becauſe 


they would foon come to know the Occaſion of 


my coming over, which would be to expoſe my- 
ſelf to the laſt Degre; ſo I had Reaſon to believe 
that my Mother who died here had left me ſome- 
thing, and perhaps conſiderable, which 1t might 
be very well worth my while to enquire after; 
but that this too could not be done without expoſ- 
ing us publickly, unleſs we went from hence; 
and then, where ever we ſettled, I might come 
as it were to viſit and to ſee my Brother and Ne- 
phews, make my ſelf known, enquire after what 
was my Due, be receiv'd with Refſpect, and at 
the ſame time have Juſtice done me; whereas if I 
did it now, I could expect nothing but with Trou- 
ble, ſuch as exacting it by Force, receiving it 
with Curſes and Re luctance, and with all kinds of 
Affronts; which he would not perhaps bear to 
tee: That in Caſe of being oblg'd to legal Proofs 
of being really her Davghter, I might be at a 
Loſs, be oblig'd to have Recourſe to England, 
and it may be to fail at laſt, and fo loſe it: 
With theſe Arguments, and having thus ac- 
guainted my Husband with the whole Secret ſo 
far as was needful to him, we reſolv'd to go and 
feek a Settlement in ſome other Colony, and at 
firſt Carolina was the Place pitch'd upon. 

IN order to this we began to make enquiry 
for Veſſels going to Carolina, and in a very little 
while got information, that on the other ſide the 
Bay, as they call it, namely, in Maryland there was 
a Ship, wnich came from Carolina, loaden with 

Rice, 
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Rice, and other Goods, and was going back again 
thither : On this News we hir'd a Sloop to take 
in our Goods, and taking as it were a final fare- 
wel of Potowmack River, we went with all our 
Cargo over to Mary land. | | 
Tx 1s was a long and unpleaſant Voyage, and 
my Spouſe {aid it was worſe to him than all the 
VOY Age from England, becauſe the Weather was 
bad, the Water rough, and the Veſſel fmall and 
inconvenient z in the next Place we were full a- 
hundred Miles up Potowmack River, in a part 
they call Veſtmoreland County, and as that River 
is by far the greateſt in Virginia, and J have heard 
ſay, it is the greateſt River in the World that falls 
into another River, and not directly into the Sea; 
ſo we had baſe Weather in it, and were frequent- 
Iy in great Danger; for tho' they call it but a Ri- 
ver, tis frequently ſo broad, that when we were 
in the middle, we could not ſee Land on either 
Side for many Leagues togeher: Then we had the 
great Bay of Cheſapeake to croſs, which is where 
the River Potowmack falls into it, near thirty Miles 
broad, ſo that our Voyage was full two hundred 
Mile, in a poor ſorry Sloop, with all our Trea- 
{ure, and if any Accident had happen'd to us, we 
might at laſt have been very miſcrable; ſuppoſing 
we had loſt our Goods and ſaved our Lives only, 
and had then been left naked and deſtitute, and 
in a wild ſtrange Place, not having one Friend or 
Acquaintance in all that part of the World? 
The very thoughts of it gives me ſome horror, 
even ſince the Danger is paſt. 
Well, we came to the Place in five Days ſail- 
ing, I think they call it Philip's Point, and behold 
when we came thither, the Ship bound to Caro- 
lina, was loaded and gone away but three Days 
before, This was a Diſappointment, but how- 
ever, 
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ever, I that was to be Giſcourag'd with nothing; 
told my Husband, that ſince we could not get Pa 
ſage to Carolina, and that the Country we was in, 
was very fertile and good; we would ſee if we 
could find out any thing for our Turn where we 
was, anc that if he lik'd things we would Settle here. 
WMV immediately went on Shore, but found no 
Conveniences juſt at that Place, either for our be- 
ing on Shore, or preſerving our Goods on Shore, 
but was directed by a very honeſt Quaker, who we 
found there to go to a Place, about ſixty Miles 
Eaſt; that isto ſay, nearer the Mouth of the Bay, 
where he {aid he liv'd and where we ſhould be 
Accommodated, either to Plant, or to wait for 
any other Place to Plant in, that might be more 
Covenient, and he invited us with ſo much kind- 
neſs that we agreed to go, and the Quaker himſelf 
went with us. 534.81 

HERE we bought us two Servants, (vis. ) an Eng- 
liſh Woman-Servant juſt come on Shore from a 
Ship of Leverpool, and a Negro Man-Servant, 
things abſolutely neceſlary for all People that pre- 
tended to Settle in that Country: This honeft 
Quaker was very helpful to us, and when we 
came to the Place that he propos'd, found us 
out a convenient Storehouſe, for our Goods, and 
Lodging for ourſelves, and Servants ; and about 
two Months, or thereabout afterwards , by his 
Direction we took up a large peice of Land from 
the Government of that Country, in order to form 
our Plantation, and ſo we laid the thoughts of go- 
ing to Carolina wholly aſide, having been very well 
receiv'd here, and Accommodated with a conve- 
nient Lodging, till we could prepare things, and 
have Land enough cur'd, and Materials provided 
for building us a Houfe, all waich we manag'd by 
the Direction of the Quaker; ſo that in one 

N Year 


. „ 
Years time, we had near fifty Acres of Land 
clear'd, part of it enclos'd, and ſome of it Plant- 
ed with Tobacco, tho? not much; beſides, we had 
Garden ground, and Corn ſufficient to ſupply 
our Servants with Roots, and Herbs, and Bread. 
A b now I perſwaded my Husband to let me 
go over the Bay again, and enquire after my 
Friends; he was the willinger to conſent to it 
now, becauſe he had buſinefs upon his Hands ſuffi- 
cient to employ him, beſides his Gun to divert 
him, which they call Hunting there, and which 
he greatly delighted in , and indeed we us'd to 
look at one another, ſometimes with a great deal 
of Pleaſure, reflecting how much better that Was, 
not than Newgate only, but than the moſt proſpe- 
rous of our Circumſtances in the wicked Trade 
we had been both carrying on, 5 
Our Affair was now in a very good poſture, 
we purchafed of the Proprietors of the Colony, as 
mtich Land for 35 Pound, paid in ready Money, 
as would make a ſufficient Plantation to us as 
long as we could either of us live; and as for 
Children I was paſt any thing of that kind. | 
BurT our good Fortune Ha not End hete, I 
went, as I habe ſaid, over the Bay, to the Place, 
where my Brother, once a Husband liv'd ; but L 
did not go to the ſame Village, where I was be- 
fore, but went up another great River, on the Eaſt 
ſide of the River Potowmack, call'd Rapabannock 
River, and by this means came on the back of his 
Plantation, which was large, and by the help of 
a Navigable Creek, that run into the Rapabannock, 
I came very near it, = 
I Was now fully reſolv'd to go np Print- blank, 
to my Brother (Husband) and to tell him who I 
was; but not knowing what Temper I might find 
him in, or how much out of Temper rather, 1 
A a 5 might 
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might make him by ſuch a raſh viſit. I reſoly'd 

to write a Letter to him firſt to let him know 

who was, and that I was come not to give him any 
trouble upon the old Relation, which I hop'd was 

entirely forgot; but that I apply'd to him as a 

Siſter to a Brother, deſiring his Aſſiſtance in the 

Caſe of that Proviſion, which our Mother at her 

deceaſe had left for my Support, and which I did 

not doubt but he would do me Juſtice in, eſpecially 
conſidering that I was come thus far to look after it, 

ISA 1D ſome very tender kind things in the 
Letter about his Son, which I told him he knew 
to be my own Child, and that as I was guilty of 
nothing in Marrying him any more than he was 
in Marrying me, neither of us having then known 
our being at all related to one another; ſo I hop'd 
he would allow me the moſt Paſſionate deſire of 
once ſeeing my own, and only Child, and of ſhow- 
ing ſomething of the Infirmities of a Mother in 
preſerving a violent Affection for him, who had 
never been able to retain any thought of me 
one way or other. 
I DiD believe that having receiv'd this Let- 
ter, he would immediately give it to his Son to 
Read; is Eyes being I knew ſo dim, that he 
cou'd not ſee to read it; but it fell out better than 
fo, for as his Sight was dim, ſo he had allow'd his 
Son to open all Letters that came to his Hand for 
him, and the old Gentleman being from Home, 
or out of the way when my Meſſenger came, my 
Letter came directly to my Son's Hand, and he 
open'd and read it, 

He call'd the Meſſenger in, after ſome little 
ſtay, and ask'd him where the Perſon was who 
gave him that Letter? the Meſlenger told him the 
Place, which was about ſeven Miles off, ſo he bid 
him ſtay, and ordering a Horſe to be got ready 
| an 


. 
and two Servants, away he came to me with the 
Meſſenger: Let any one judge the Conſternat ion 
I was in, when my Meſſenger came back and told 
me the old Gentleman was not at Home, but his 
Son was come along with him, and was juſt coming 
up to me: I was perfectly confounded, for I knew 
not whether it was Peace or War, nor cou'd I tell 
how to behave : However, I had but a very few 
Moments to think, for my Son was at the Heels of 
the Meſſenger, and coming up into my Lodgings, 
ask'd the Fellow at the Door, ſomething, I ſup- 
poſe it was, for I did not hear it, which was the 
Gentlewoman that ſent him? for the Meſſenger 
ſaid, there ſhe ie Sir, at which he comes direct- 
ly np to me, kiſſes me, took me in his Arms, 
embrac'd me with ſo much Paſhon, that he could 
not ſpeak, but I could feel his Breaſt heave and 
throb like a Child that Cries, but Sobs, and can- 
not cry 1t out. | 

I Can neither expreſs or deſcribe the Joy, that 
touch'd my very Soul, when I found, for it was eaſy 
to diſcover that Fart, that he came not as a Stran- 
ger, but as a Son to a Mother, and indeed a Son, 
who had never before known what a Mother of 
his own was; in ſhort, we cryed over one another 
a conſiderable while, when at laſt he broke out 
firſt, My Dear MoTHER, ſays he, are you /till 
alive ! I never expected to have ſeen your Face; as 
for me, I cou'd ſay nothing a great while. 

AFTER we had both recover'd ourſelves a little, 
and were able to talk, he told me how things ſtood, 
he told me he had not ſhewed my Letter to his 
Father, or told him any thing about it; that what 
his Grand-mother left me, was in his Hands, and 
that he would do me Juſtice to my full Satisfacti- 
on; that as to his Father, he was old and 1:firm 
both in Body and Mind; that he was very Fret- 
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ful, and Paſſionate, almoſt Blind, and capable of 


nothing; and he queſtion'd whether he would 
know how to act in an Affair, which was of ſo 


nice a Nature as this; and that therefore he had 


come himſelf, as well to ſatisfy himſelf in ſeeing 
me, which he could not reſtrain himſelf from, as 
alſo to put it into my Power, to make a Judgement 
after I had ſeen how things were, whether I would 
diſcover myſelf to his Father, or no. 
Tx1s was really fo prudently, and wiſely ma- 
nag'd, that I found my Son was a Man of Senſe, 
and needed no Direction from me; I told him, I 
did not wonder that his Father was as he had de- 
ſcrib'd him, for that his Head was a little touch'd 
before I went away; and principally his Diſtur- 
bance was, becauſe I could not be perſwaded to 
hve with him as my Husband, after I knew that 
he was my Brother : That as he knew better than 
I, what his Fathers preſent Condition was, I 
ſhould readily joyn with him in ſuch Meaſures as 


he would direct: That I was indifferent, as to 


ſeeing his Father, ſince I had ſeen him firſt, and 
he cou'd not have told me better News, than to 
tell me that what his Grand-mother had left me, 
was entruſted in his Hands, who I doubted not now 
he knew who I was, would as he ſaid, do me Ju- 
{tice ; I enquir'd then how long iny Mother had 
been dead, and where ſhe died, and told fo many 
particulars of the Family, that I left him no room 
to doubt the Truth of my being really and truly 
his Mother. 


Mx Son then enquir'd where I was, and how 


I had diſpos'd myſelf, I told him I was on the 


Maryland ſide of the Bay, at the Plantation of a 
particular Friend, who came from England in the 
ſame Ship with me, that as for that ſide of the 
Bay where he was, I had no Habitation; he told 
me I ſhould go Home with him, and live \ any 
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him, if I pleas'd, as long as I liv'd : That as to 
his Father he knew. no Body, and would never 
ſo much as gueſs at me; I conſider'd of that a 
little, and told him, that tho' it was really 
no little concern to me to live at a diſtance 
from him; yet I could not ſay it would be the 
moſt comfortable thing in the World to me to 
live in the Houſe with him; and to have that 
unhappy Object always before me, which had been 
ſuch a blow to my Peace before; that tho? I ſhould 
be glad to have his Company (my Son) or to 
be as near him as poſſible, yet I could not think 
of being in the Houſe where I ſhould be alſo un- 
der conſtant Reſtraint, for fear of betraying my- 
ſelf in my Diſcourſe, nor ſhould I be able to re- 
frain ſome Expreſſions in my Converſing with 
him as my Son, that might diſcover the whole 
Affair, which would by no means be Convenient. 
H acknowledged that I was right in all this, 
but then DRAR MoTHEsx, ſays he, you ſhall be as 
near me as you can; ſo he took me with him on 
Horſeback to a Plantation, next to his own, and 
where I was as well entertain'd as I cou'd have 
been in his own , having left me there, he went 
away home, telling me he would talk of the 
main Buſineſs the next Day, and having firſt cal- 
led me his Aunt, and given a Charge to the Peo- 
ple, who it ſeems were his Tenants, to treat me 
with all poſſible Reſpect; about two Hours after 
he was gone, he ſent me a Maid-Servant, and a 
Negro Boy to wait on me, and Proviſions ready 
dreſs'd for my Supper; and thus I was as if L 
had been in a new World, and began almoſt to 
wiſh that I had not brought my Lancaſhire Huf- 
band from England at all. 

HowEveR, that with was not hearty neither, 
for I lovd my Lancaſhire Husband entirely, as 
I had ever done from the beginning; and he me- 
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rited it as much as it was poſſible for a Man to 


do, but that by the way. 


TRE next Morning my Son came to viſit me 


again almoſt as ſoon as I was up; after a little 


Diſcourſe, he firſt of all pull'd out a Deer skin 
Bag, and gave it me, with five and fifty Spaniſh 
Piſtoles in it, and told me that was to ſupply 


my Expences from England, for tho' it was not 


his Buſineſs to enquire, yet he ought to think T 
did not bring a great deal of Money out with 
me, it not being uſual to bring much Money in- 
to that Country: Then he pull'd out his Grand- 
mother's Will. and read it over to me, whereby 
it appear'd, that ſhe left a Plantation, on Torx 
River, to me, with the Stock of Servants and 
Cattle upon it, and had given it in Truſt to this 
Son of mine for my Uſe, when ever he ſhould hear 
of me, and to my Heirs, if Thad any Children, and 
in default of Heirs, to wiomſoever I:thould by 
Will diſpoſe of it; but gave the Income of it, 
till I ſhould be heard of, to my ſaid Son; and 
3f I ſhould not be living, then it was to him, 
and his Heirs. I 21 
THrn1s Plantation, tho' remote from him, he 
{aid he did not let out, but manag'd it by a head 
Clerk, as he did another that was his Fathers, that 
lay hard by it, and went over himſelf three or 
four times a Year to look after it; I ask'd him 
what he thought the Plantation might be worth, be 
ſaid, if T would let it out, he would give me a- 
bout ſixty Pounds a Ycar for it; but f I Would 
hve on it, then it would be worth much more, 


and he believ'd would bring me in about 1501. a 
Year ; but ſeeing I was likely either to Settle on the 


orher ſide the Bay, or might perhaps have a mind 
to go back to England, if I would let him be my 


Steward he would manage it for me, as —— 
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done for himſelf, and that he believ'd he ſhould 
be able to ſend me as much Tobacco from 
it, as would yield me about 1ocl. a Year, ſome- 
times more, | 

Tais was all ſtrange News to me, and 
Things I had not heen us'd to; and really my 
Heart began to look up more ſeriouſly, than I 
think 1t ever did before, and to look with 
great Thankfulneſs to the Hand of Providence, 
which had done ſuch Wonders for me, who had 
been my ſelf the greateſt Wonder of Wickedneſs, 
perhaps that had been ſuffered to live-in the 
World; and I muſt again obſerve, that not on 
this Occaſion only, but even on all other Occa- 
ſions of Thankfulneſs, my paſt Wickedneſs and 
abominable Life never look'd fo Monſtruous to 
me, and I never fo compleatly abhorr'd it, 
and reproach'd my ſelf with it, as when I had 
a. Senſe upon me of Providence doing good to 
me, while I had been making thoſe vile Returns 
on my Part. | 

BUT I leave the Reader to improve theſe 
Thoughts, as no doubt they will fee Cauſe, and I 
go on to the Fact; my Sons tender Carriage, and 
kind Offers fetch'd Tears from me, almoſt all 
the while he talk'd with me; indeed I could ſcarce 
Diſcourſe with him, but in the Intervals of my 
Paſſion; however, at length I began, and expreſ- 
ling my ſelf with wonder at my being ſo happy 
to have the Truſt of what I had left, put in- 
to the Hands of my own Child; I told him, that 
as to the Inheritance of it, I had no Child but 
him in the World, and was now pait having any 
if I ſhould Marry, and therefore would deftre 
him to get a Writing drawn, which I was ready 
to execute, by which I would after me give 1t 
wholly to him, and to his Heirs; and inthe mean 
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Time ſmiling, I ask'd him, what made him con- 
tinue a Batchelor ſo long; his Anſwer was kind, 
and ready, that Virginia did not yield any great 
Plenty of Wives, and that ſince I talk'd of going 
back to England, I ſhould fend him a Wife from 
London, | 
Tuts was the Subſtance of our firſt Days Con- 
verſation, the pleaſanteſt Day that ever paſt over 
my Head in my Life, and which gave me the 
trueſt Satisfaction: He came every Day after 
this, and ſpent great part of his time with me, 
and carried me about to ſeveral of his Friends 
Houſes, where I was entertain'd with great Re- 
ſpect; alſo I dined ſeveral Times at his own 
Houſe, when he took Care always to ſte his half 
dead Father fo out of the Way, that I neyer ſaw 
him, or he me: I made him one Preſent, and it 
was all I had of Value, and that was one of the 
Gold Watches, of which, I ſaid I had two in my 
Cheſt, and this I happen'd to have with me, 
and gave it him at his third Viſit : I told 
him, I had nothing of any Value to beſtow 
but that, and I deſir'd he would now and then 
kiſs it for my ſake , I did not indeed tell him that 
J ſtole it from a Gentlewoman's Side, at a Meet- 
ing Houſe in London, that's by the way. 

He ſtood a little while Heſitating, as if doubt- 
ful whether to take it or no; but I preſs'd it on. 
him, and made him accept it, and it was not 
much leſs worth than his Leather Pouch full of 
Spaniſh Gold; no, tho' it were to be reckon'd, as 
it at London, whereas it was worth twice as much 
there; at length he took it, kiſs'd it, told me the 
Watch ſhould be a Dept upon him, that he would 
be paying, as long as I Iiv'd. EE 


A Few 
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A Few Days after, he brought the Writings 
of Gift, and the Scrivener with him, and I ſign'd 
them very freely, and deliver'd them to him with 
a hundred Kiſſes; for ſure nothing ever paſs'd be- 
' tween a Mother, and a tender Dutiful Child, with 
more Affection: The next Day he brings me an 
Obligation under his Hand and Seal, whereby he 
engag'd himſelf to Manage the Plantation for 
my Account, and to remit the Produce to my 
Order where-ever I ſhould be, and withal, oblig'd 
himſelf to make up the Produce a hundred Pound 
a Year to me: When he had done fo, he told me, 
that as I came to demand before the Crop was off, 
I had a Right to the Produce of the current Year, 
and ſo he paid me a hundred Pound in Spaniſy 
Pieces of Eight, and deſir'd me to give him a 
Receipt for it as jn Full for that Year, ending 
at Chriſtmas following ; this being about the latter 
End of Auguſt, © 
I Sr p here above five Weeks, and indeed 
had much a- do to get away then. Nay, he would 
have come over the Bay with me, but I would by 
no means allow it; however he would fend me 
over in a Sloop of his own, which was built like 
a Yatch, and ſerv'd him as well for Pleaſure as 
Buſineſs: This I accepted of, and fo after the ut» 
moſt Expreſſions both of Duty, and Affection, 
he let me come away, and I arrivd ſafe in two 
Days at my Friends the Quakers. 

I BRoUGHT oyer with me for the Uſe of our 
Plantation, three Horſes with Harneſs, and Sad- 
dles; ſome Hogs, two Cows, and a thouſand o- 
ther Things, the Gift of the Kindeſt and ten- 
dereſt Child that ever Woman had: I related 
to my Husband all the Particulars of this Voyage, 
except that I call'd my Son (my Coufin ; ) and 
firſt I told him, that Thad loft my Watch, WIRD 
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he ſeem'd to take as a Misfortune; but then 1 
told him how kind my Couſin had been, that my 
Mother had left me ſuch a Plantation, and that 
he had preſerv'd it for me, in Hopes ſome time or 
other he ſhould hear from me; then I told him that 
I had left it to his Management, that he would 
render me a faithful Account of its Produce; 


and then I pull'd him out the hundred Pound in 
Silver, as the firſt Vears Produce, and then pulling 


out the Deer Skin Purſe, with the Piſtoles, and here 
my Dear, ſays I. is the Gold Watch: Says my Huſ- 
band, fo is Heavens Goodneſs ſure to Work the ſame Ef- 


fe@s, in all ſenſible Minds, where Mercies touch the 


Heart; lifted up both his Hands, and with an Ex- 
taſy of Joy, / hat is God a doing! ſays he, for ſuch 
an ungrateful Dog as Tam? Then ! let him know, 
what I had brought over in the Sloop, beſides all 


this; I mean the Horſes, Hogs, and Cows, and 


other Stores for our Plantation; all which added 
to his Surprize, and fill'd his Heart with thank- 
fulneſs; and from this time forward I believe he 
was as ſincere a Penetent, and as thoroughly a 


reform'd Man, as ever God's Goodneſs brought 


back from a Profligate, a Highway-Man, and a 
Robber. T could Fl a larger Hiſtory than thas, 
with the Evidences of this Truth, and but that I 
doubt that Part of the Story will not be equally 
diverting, as the wicked Part. 

Bur this is to be my own Story, not my Huſ- 
bands, I return therefore to my own Part; we 
went on with our own Plantation, and manag d 
it with the Help and Direction of ſuch Friends as 
we got there, and eſpecially the honeſt (Quaker, 
who prov'd a faithful, generous, and ſteady 
Friend tous; and we had very good Succeſs , for 
having a flourithins Stock to begin with, as 
f hav? ſaid; and this being now encreas t, oy 
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the Addition of a hundred and fifty Pound Ster- 
ling in Money, we enlarg'd our Number of Ser- 
vants, built us a very good Houſe, and cur'd 
every Year a great deal of Land, The ſecond 
Year I wrote to my old Governeſs, giving her 
part with us of the Joy of our Succeſs, and 
order d her how to lay out the Money I had left 
with her, which was 250l. as above, and to 
ſend it to us in Goods, which ſhe perform'd, 
with her uſual Kindneſs and Fidelity, and all 
this arriv'd ſafe to us. 

Hen we had a Supply of all Sorts of Cloaths, 
as well for my Husband as for my ſelf; and 
I took eſpecial Care to buy for him all thoſe 
Things that I knew he delighted to have; as 
two good long Wigs, two Silver Hilted Swords, 
three or four fine Fowling Pieces, a fine Sad- 
dle with Holſters and Piſtoles very handſome, 
with a Scarlet Cloak; and in a Word, every 
thing I could think of to oblige him; and to 
make him appear, ' as he really was, a very 
fine Gentleman : I orderd a good Quantity 
of ſuch Houſhold-Stuff, as we wanted, with 
Linnen for us both; as for my ſelf, I want- 
ed very little of Cloths, or Linnen, being very 
well furmih'd before: The reſt of my Cargo 
conſiſted in Iron-Work, of all Sorts, Harneſs 
for Horſes, Tools, Cloaths for Servants, and 
Woollen- Cloth, Stufts, Serges, Stockings, Shoes, 
Hats, and the like, ſuch as Servants wear; 
and whole Pieces allo, to make up for Ser- 
vants, all by Direction of the Quaker; and 
all this Cargo arrived ſafe, and in good Con- 
dition, with three Women Servants, luſty Wen- 
ches, which my old Governeſs had pick'd up 
for me, ſuitable enough to the Place, and to 
the Work we had for them to do, one of 
18. 3 ö ee 
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which happen'd to come Double, having been 
got with Child by one of the Seamen 1n the 
Ship, as ſhe own'd afterwards, before the 
Ship got ſo far as Graveſend; fo ſhe brought 
us a ſtout Boy, about ſeven Months after her 
Landing. | Þ | 

My Husband you may ſuppoſe was a lit- 
tle ſurpriz'd at the arriving of this Cargo 
from England, and talking with me one Day, 
after he ſaw the Particulars, my Dear, ſays 
he, what 1s the Meaning of all this? I fear 
you will run us too deep in Debt: When ſhall 
we be able to make Returns for it all? I 
ſmil'd, and told him that it was all paid 
for, and then I told him, that not knowing 
what might befal us in the Voyage, and conſi- 
dering what our Circumſtances might expoſe 
us to; I had not taken my whole Stock with 
me, that T had reſerv'd ſo much in my Friend's 
Hands, which now we were come over ſafe, 
and ſettled in a Way to Live, I had ſent for 
as he might ſee. | 

He was amaz'd, and ſtood a while telling upon 
his Fingers, but ſaid nothing,at laſt he began thus, 
Hold lets fee, ſays be, telling upon his Fingers ftill , 
and firſt on his Thumb, there's 2461. in Money 
at firſt, then two gold Watches, Diamond Rings, 
and Plate, ſays be, upon the fore Finger, then. up- 
on the next Finger, here's a Plantation on Tork 
River, a 100 I. a Year, then 150 in Money; 
then a Sloop load of Horſes, Cows, Hogs and 
Stores, and fo on to the Thumb again; and now, 
ſays he, a Cargo coſt 250 l. in England, and worth 
here twice the Money, well, ſays I, What do you 
make of all that? make of it, ſays he, why who 
ſays I was deceiv'd, when I married a Wife in 
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Lancaſhire * I think I have married a Fortune, 
and a very good Fortune too, ſays be. i 
In a Word, we were now in very conſiderable 
Circumſtances, and every Year encreaſing; for 
our new Plantation grew upon our Hands inſen- 
ſibly; and in eight Year which we lived upon it, 
we brought it to ſuch a pitch, that the Produce 
was, at leaſt, 3ocl. Sterling a Lear; I mean, 
worth ſo much in England, 
AFTER I had been a Year at Home again, I 
went over the Bay to ſee my Son, and to receive 
another Year's Income of my Plantation; and I 
was ſurpriz'd to hear, juſt at my Landing there, 
that my old Husband was dead, and had not 
been bury'd above a Fortnight. This, I confeſs, 
was not diſagreeable News, becauſe now I could 
appear as I was in a marry'd Condition; fo I told 
my Son before I came from him, that I believ'd I 
ſhould marry a Gentleman who had a Plantation 


near mine; and tho' I was legally free to marry, 


as to any Obligation that was on me before, yet 
that I was ſhye of it, leaſt the Blot ſhould ſome 
time or other be reviv'd, and it might make a 
Husband uneaſy ; my Son the ſame kind dutiful 
and obliging Creature as ever, treated me now at 
his own Houſe, paid me my hundred Pound, and 
ſent me Home again loaded with Preſents. 

SoME time after this, I let my Son know I 
was marry'd, and invited him over to fee us, and 
my Husband wrote a very obliging Letter to him 
alſo, inviting him to come and fee him; and he 
came accordingly ſome Months after, and hap- 
pen'd to be there juſt when my Cargo from Eng- 
land came in, which I let him believe belong'd all 
to my Husband's Eſtate, and not to me. 

I T muſt be obſerv'd, that when the old Wretch, 
my Brother (Husband) was dead, I then freely 
gave 
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gave my Husband an Account of all that Affair, 
and of this Coulin, as I call'd him before, being 
my own Son by that miſtaken Match : He was 
perfectly eaſy in the Account, and told ine he 
ſhould have been eaſy if the old Man, as we 
calFd him, had been alive; for, ſaid be, it was 
no Fault of yours, nor of his; it was a Miſtake 
impoſſible to be prevented; he only reproach'd 
him with deſiring me to conceal it, and to live 
with him as a Wife, after I knew that he was my 
Brother, that, he ſaid, was a vile part: Thus all 
theſe little Difficulties were made eaſy, and we 
hv'd together with the greateſt Kindneſs and 
Comfort imaginable; we are now grown Old, I 


am come back to England, being almoſt ſeventy 


Years of Age, my Husband fixty eight, having 
perform'd much more than the limitted Terms of 
my Tranſportation : And now notwithſtanding 
all the Fatigues, and all the Miſeries we have both 
gone thro”, we are both in good Heart and Health; 
my Husband remain'd there ſometimeafter me to 
ſettle our Affairs, and at firſt I had intended to 
go back to him, but at his deſire I alter'd that 
Reſolution, and he is come over to England alſo, 
where we refolve to ſpend the Remainder of our 
Years in ſincere Penitence, for the wicked Lives 


we have lived, MY 8 EV: N : 
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